
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following the 12 noon Mass 
until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet is at 3pm. 

First Friday - Adoration follows the 12noon Mass and the 
7pm Mass, and ends with Benediction at 8:45am on Saturday. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:30am
Saturday 8am and 3:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make ar-
rangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended 
date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month on the second and 
third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month 
at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon 
request. Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mr. Brian Accettullo, Seminarian
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian
Mr. Antonio Alvarenga, Rectory Cook

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. You may 
fill out a registration form in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us know by 
calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 
5pm (Mass with contemporary music)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon; First Friday - 12 noon & 7pm; 
Saturday - 9am

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
July 9, 2017

Reredos concept

Building the Reredos



Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday, July 8  Weekday
   9:00 am  Dona Dei
Saturday, July 8  Vigil: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm  + Louise Willard
Sunday, July 9  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  + Neal Brown
   8:30 am  People of the Parish
 10:30 am  + Anne Marie Hooks
 12:30 pm  Renee Hancher and family
   5:00 pm  + Roscoe Bills
Monday, July 10  Weekday
        9:00 am  + Liam Doherty
Tuesday, July 11  Saint Benedict
   6:30   + Jim Schatz
Wednesday, July 12  Weekday
   9:00 am  Kathleen and Clay McCuistion
Thursday, July 13  Weekday
   6:30 am  + Sarah Gonzalez
Friday, July 14  Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 
   6:30 am  + George Biolsi  
 12:00 noon   + Kathleen Schilling
Saturday, July 15  Saint Bonaventure
   9:00 am  + Tere Acosta  
Saturday, July 15  Vigil: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm  + Noreen Weber
Sunday, July 16  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  Deceased members of the Butts & D’Elia
    families
   8:30 am  + Scott Hurd
 10:30 am  People of the Parish
 12:30 pm  Don and Nancy Baker and family
   5:00 pm  + Megan Gruneisen

Readings for the Week

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, July 15
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney
Sunday, July 16
 7am:  Fr. Mullaney 
 8:30am: Fr. Mullaney
 10:30am: Fr. Escalante     
 12:30pm: Fr. Escalante     
 5pm:  Fr. Escalante

Saturday, July 8
 5pm:  Fr. Escalante  
Sunday, July 9
    7am:  Fr. Escalante  
 8:30am:  Fr. Escalante     
10:30am: Fr. Mullaney     
   12:30pm: Fr. Mullaney
     5pm: Fr. Mullaney

   This Week
Tuesday, July 11   Saints and Suds see blurb in bulletin
Wednesday, July 12    Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, 
          Chapel
    33 Days to Morning Glory 7pm,  
          Parish Hall

St. Francis de Sales parish is live on Facebook! 
Be sure to follow us. Visit 

www.facebook.com/stfrancisdesalespurcellville/ 
and like us!!

OLIVEWOOD CARVINGS FROM THE HOLY LAND
On the weekend of July 15th/16th, there will be a display of beauti-
ful olivewood handmade carvings from the Holy Land in Our Church. 
These Carvings are made by the Christians of Bethlehem who use them 
as their source of income. These brothers and sisters of ours are endur-
ing hardships at this moment because of the volatile situation in their 
home country. Christians in the Holy Land used to be more than 37% 
of the population. There is less than 1% now because of the situation. 
As Christians of faith, it is our duty to support our brothers and sisters in 
Bethlehem. YOU can support them by purchasing some of these beautiful 
carvings after mass. 

Monday:  Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-4, 14-15ab; 
  Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday:  Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b, 15; 
  Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; 
  Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Mt 10:1-7
Thursday:  Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-21; 
  Mt 10:7-15
Friday:  Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 
  39-40; Mt 10:16-23
Saturday:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-4, 6-7; 
  Mt 10:24-33
Sunday:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10-14; Rom 8:18-23; 
  Mt 13:1-23 [1-9]

 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 9, 2017

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest.”

- Matthew 11:28

A HUMBLE KING
Like a tonal center in music, the note to which we keep returning in 
today’s readings is humility. We wait in joyful expectation for the coming 
of our Lord as King. But what we are told to expect and rejoice over is 
a meek and humble king, riding on an ass. Not horses or chariots of the 
great and mighty, but a humble beast carries the Ruler whose dominion 
stretches “from the River to the ends of the earth” (Zechariah 9:10). This 
King comes to banish the tools of the warrior and bring peace. No wonder 
that a weary world rejoices and gives thanks to God!
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

VBS 
begins

tomorrow! 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q. Are the church bells rung every hour even if nobody is 
in church?  Are they also rung at night? –Anonymous
A. The church bells automatically ring every half hour 
everyday from 7 AM to 9 PM regardless of whether some-
one is in church or not; though most of the time there’s 
somebody there.  We’ve received many compliments for 
the church bells including from non-Catholics since the 
Philothea Guild installed them on Ash Wednesday earlier 
this year.  During the consecration of the Mass the bells 
are also rung as long as there is JAS (Junior Altar Women 
Society) available.  Special hymns are also played shortly 
after Noon from Monday thru Friday.  On the 4th of July 
I plan on programming to play at least 1 patriotic hymn 
every hour on the hour to celebrate the birth of our wonder-
ful nation.
 
Q. Is it really true you were once struck by lightning? –
Robert Chaplow
A. Yes, it’s true! Fortunately, I was inside my vehicle when 
lightning struck. It happened on November 12, 2011 on 
my way to bless a house in the Woodmar Farm area in 
Purcellville. At first I thought someone fired a gun inside 
my vehicle that caused a temporary loss of my hearing and 
disorientation.  There was also a feeling of a concussion 
similar to what I have experienced at a gun range when 
someone is firing a high caliber round like an AK-47 or 
a .50 caliber Dessert Eagle. Another strange feeling was 
it felt like a “ghost” went right through me causing my 
vehicle to swerve briefly to the incoming traffic.  I pulled 
over St. Peter Episcopal Church, the immediate parking 
lot available, to see if perhaps someone fired a shot at me.  
A couple of their parishioners came over to see me and 
told me that it was not a gunshot that struck my mini van:  
it was lightning!  I felt pretty good that the Good Lord 
protected me that day and still got to bless the house shortly 
after. So I know what it’s like being in the midst of a light-
ning strike. But sadly, a parishioner in the vicinity was on a 
horseback ride that same morning and was not as fortunate.  
Lightning struck next to her horse and flung her off the 
saddle and she fell unconscious. She was hospitalized for 
a few weeks but eventually recovered. [Feeling lucky that 
day, I bought a lottery ticket as suggested by parishioners 
hoping that perhaps the winning jackpot could pay for our 
new parish center. Well, I won…nothing! To this day I’m 
still begging parishioners to help pay our mortgage.]
 
Q. Why is the Eucharistic host (bread) shaped like a 
circle? –Thomas
A. In the Latin Rite (Western Church) that we belong to, 
the tradition of using circular communion hosts dates back 
to the early Christians (1st century) where paintings depict-
ing the Eucharist on the walls and catacombs used round 
circular bread.  Pope Zephyrinus (201-219 AD) referred 
to the altar breads as “offerings of a crown circular shape” 
[from 1909 Catholic Encyclopedia].  The early Christians 
also used the circle as symbol of God’s eternal existence 
because a circle has no beginning or end.  Perhaps this was 
an acknowledgement of Jesus referring to the Eucharist as 
the eternal and living bread that came down from heaven.

Another exciting Vacation Bible School
 
         This week the parish Religious Education is sponsoring another big Vaca-
tion Bible School week and the theme is, Rome: St. Paul and the Underground 
Church.  There is no other time this summer when we have such a large gather-
ing of parishioners outside of Mass than VBS and they have a great time learning 
about Jesus and our Catholic Faith. We’re very excited to welcome back many of 
our young parishioners as participants and volunteers and the newcomers as well.  
Please pray for the success of our faith project.  
 

The Golden Anniversary Story
Part 18:  The making of the “Reredos”

 
         What in the world is a Re-redo? Redo’s?  Re-do what? The word is reredos.  
It is an architectural design style on the wall of the main altar. Reredos were a 
favorite in church design especially during the 14th and 15th centuries and was 
commonly found in European churches in the era of Saint Francis de Sales.  For a 
while it went out of style among the architects but it made a major comeback in the 
19th century and found its way in many Catholic Churches in the United Sates.  
 
  The Philothea Guild is bringing back this popular reredos design from the tra-
dition of the kind of church St. Francis de Sales would have celebrated Mass back 
in his days.  There will be several pictures showing the progress of our spectacular 
reredos in the next few weeks and you are seeing a glimpse of it now (see page 
7). Under the meticulous watchful eye of one Guild member who has been given 
the task to oversee the artwork that it does not veer away from the Guild’s specific 
design, the “poor” artists are put under the “most stringent” conditions.  I worry 
sometimes that the artists may one day cease to work, especially the main artist, 
due to this particular Guild member’s perfectionist style. It is in the best interest 
(and safety) of this Guild member that we keep his/her code name a secret for now 
until perhaps the artists and painters are close to finishing the project for fear they 
might jump ship. However, the results we’ve seen have been undeniably spectacu-
lar so everyone agrees, including me, that this Guild member is definitely the right 
person for the job even though I lasted only two minutes trying to help paint one of 
the columns! [That picture will be in next week’s bulletin.]
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - JULY 2017

Lapsed Christians
That our brothers and sisters who have strayed from 
the faith, through our prayer and witness to the Gos-
pel, may rediscover the merciful closeness of the 
Lord and the beauty of the Christian life.



 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen 
Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, 
Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Cpl Zachary Gingras, LTJG Scott 
Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie (Jovene) 
Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT. Jared Willard, Joe Pul-
tro, COL Greg Cannata, LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel 
Jovene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara 
Pedroza, 2nd LT Ross Mentzer
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Fur-
low, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, 
Zach Miller, Phyllis Heller
The Deceased: David Heaslip, Jack Heller,  Joseph Loughran, 
Helen Swigon, Sharon Liddicoatt, Nina Ogden, Liam Doherty, 
Mary Garvis, Lisa Dugan

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

 • Ark of the Covenant Benefactors—This could be your once in a lifetime chance 
to be a part of the “Donors of the Lost Ark.”  For a mere $1k you can be one of only 
60 donors to sponsor the new Ark of the Covenant tabernacle and Altar of Repose to 
house Jesus in the Eucharist in our church. Contact the office or me directly to donate 
or go directly to the Parish Giving website under “Ark of the Covenant Benefactors.”  
See May 5 & 14, 2017 Shepherd’s Notes for more details.

• PEW PLEDGES reminder—Most who pledge for the $3k donation for the pews 
have already sent in their pledges. Some who may not have heard the announce-
ment a couple of months ago are reminded that they can make their payments now 
either by check or electronically thru Parish Giving. Thank you very much for your 
generosity. 

• New Altar Guild looking for members—You are invited to be part of a guild that 
cares for making sure the church is “liturgically worthy” to celebrate the Holy Sac-
rifice of the Mass. It takes dedicated volunteers to make sure the altar and all that is 
needed to keep it in good working order. Contact me directly if you’d like to help.

• Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that was installed 
in April. To date we have received $42,510.  We now owe just $75,190 for this 
incredible organ!  [See Shepherd’s Notes column (2/26/2017 issue) for organ details.]

• Write your dedication on a brick…on church property!—You now have an op-
portunity to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church prop-
erty:  in front of the new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s 
mortgage.  See enclosed flyer for details or go to our website: www.saint
francisparish.org.
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed September 2015’s pledge 
drive, you can still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge 
to pray the Rosary at least once a week.  Go to our website www.saintfrancisparish.
org and click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for 
more info.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by 

email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person

Got ‘em!

• Thank you very much for the prayers you offered for my Mom (Teresita Escalante)!  
She is still hospitalized but recovering well from her wrist/hip fractures and currently 
looking for a good in-residence rehab center near her home.  God’s blessings to all 
of you for your powerful prayers and please continue to pray for her quick recovery.

• We welcome Kelly Wakefield as our new Pro-Life coordinator! Thank you for re-
sponding to God’s call to support life in all stages especially the unborn.

• Received all 50 donors for the Holy Altar Circle!  Thank you very much for your 
amazing generosity!!!  We still need plenty of donors for the 60 needed for the taber-
nacle and altar of repose (Ark of the Covenant Benefactors).

• 3rd set of donated commemorative bricks now installed in front of the parish center. 
Now’s your chance to add more!

•  We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray 
a minimum of 1 rosary a week.  As of this writing we have reached the 50% mark 
(53,343 total reported) of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been report-
edly prayed at our website since September 12, 2015.  Keep it up, faithful children 
of Mary.  We’ve been getting many nice blessings lately as a parish and we can only 
expect more!

Eleanor Christine Fortenbaugh            
daughter of Ryan & Shirley Fortenbaugh

              
June Renata Roberson                            

daughter of Jason & Jessica Roberson
                                               
Teagan Victoria Mitchell                        

daughter of Scott & Tracy Mitchell

Round Hill
John & Marlene Weinch, Johnny, Lexie, Riley, Kellie

Hamilton
William & Sheila Clare

We warmly welcome new parish-
ioners who have joined St. Francis 
de Sales during the month of June 

Welcome to the Family! 
The following new 

parishioners were baptized 
during the month of June

Altar Boys training
Rising 4th Grade boys and up (who attend Mass every Sunday) 
are invited to the upcoming Altar Boys’ training. Younger boys 
who feel ready to serve may also attend. The 2-day training is  
Wednesday, July 12 at 1pm and Saturday, July 15 at 10am. New 
trainees need to attend both sessions. Contact Fr. Mullaney at 
frmullaney@gmail.com if you are interested in being an altar boy.



Emily Glass Director 
of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 
or e.glass@

saintfrancisparish.org

CCD Registration
Registration for 2017-2018 Religious Education school 
year has begun! You can get a copy of the Registration 
form at the parish office, Religious Education office, or by 
downloading it from the St. Francis website www.
saintfrancisparish.org/youth-religious-education/. Registra-
tion is on a first come, first served basis. Get your regis-
tration forms in quickly and receive the early registration 
discount. 
For any questions about registration please contact the 
Religious Education office at RE@saintfrancisparish.org.
Please note!! Because Loudoun County daily dismissal 
time has changed, our Monday and Wednesday afternoon 
class times have changed as well. Classes will now be 
4:45pm-6pm.

Sacrament Photos
1st Communion  and Confirmation photos are avail-
able for viewing and purchasing on-line. An email has 
been sent with the photographer’s link. Or you can go 
to our website www,saintfrancisparish.org and visit the 
1st Communion or Confirmation pages for the link.

  Jane and  Chris Treado have been going to Workcamp for many 
years now. From the day I started this job last August, I had been 
hearing about Workcamp from both Jane and Chris and from every 
single teenager I spoke with. Jane and Chris spoke about Workcamp 
like it was the best week of their years, maybe even their lives. Now 
that I have experienced it as well, I can wholeheartedly agree that 
spending a week with our teens was a privilege, a gift, and one of the 
best weeks ever. We got to share our faith, love, and our hearts with 
the teens as they shared theirs with us. Thank you for giving us your 
teens for the week!
 Thank you to all the adults who joined us. We have shared our 
blood, sweat, tears and love, forming unique and incomparable friend-
ships. Thank you for sharing hour hearts and our time, thank you for 
driving so many hours, and thank you for pushing yourselves to ridicu-
lous limits, all for the sake of our teens and the residents we served. 
Also, huge than you to all the parishioners who supported us, whether 
it was financially or through prayer.
  The SoulStitch group made prayer shawls for the residents in 
Erie. Pa., whom we served. The residents were deeply touched when 
receiving the beautiful shawls, knowing that they had been made with 
great love. Thank you, SoulStitch members, for all your love and hard 
work. You are so good to all of us Workcampers, and be assured that 
we carried you all with us throughout the week.
  Workcamp profoundly impacts the hearts of those who partici-
pate, and some participants report their lives being changed forever! 
Some of the Workcampers return to serve as adult leaders. Many St. 
Francis de Sales Workcampers have gone on to mission trips in places 
like New Orleans, Mississippi, Jamaica, Peru, China, Belize, South  Af-
rica, Nicaragua, The Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti and more. 
Some have even gone on to service in the Peace Corps, Job Corps, and 
Teach for America. So many of these teens who have chosen careers 
of service explain that their love of helping others was either intro-
duced or cultivated through Workcamp.
  Thank you again to all teens adults, and parishioners who were a 
part of Workcamp in any way; every individual’s role made a differ-
ence. We are looking forward to next year when we bring our teens 
on another Workcamp mission.
      ~ Emily Glass

Catechists Openings
Sunday, 10:45am - 3rd, 6th Grades
Monday, 4:45pm - 4th, 5th Grades
Wednesday, 4:45pm - 8th Grade
Please consider volunteering your time to teach the chil-
dren of the parish about Jesus Christ.  Requirements for 
teaching are a passion and love for the Lord.  To volunteer 
please contact James Blankenship at J.blankenship@
saintfrancisparish.org. The Lord will reward you for your 
generosity!

Confirmation Date - Saturday, April 14, 2018
We have already been informed by the Bishop’s office that 
the Sacrament of Confirmation for our rising 8th graders 
will be on Saturday, April 14. Bishop Michael Burbidge will 
be the celebrant. 10am Mass - Sunday classes; 2pm Mass 
- Weekday classes (time assignments subject to change 
depending on the numbers of candidates). Let your spon-
sors know now so they can make their travel plans!!!

¿Le Falta Algun Sacramento 
a Su Hijo e Hija?

Quizas usted habla espaňol pero ellos hablan ingles.
¡NO HAY PROBLEMA!

Llama con preguntas y para registrarlos
en las CLASES DE CATECISMO.

TEEN MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. All high school teens are wel-
come! Join us in the front left 4 rows of the church as we celebrate 
the Teen Mass together. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for fellowship, food, 
and fun. Bring a friend!! All high schoolers are welcome! 

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS – Join us at Market St. 
Coffee on Wednesdays from 5-6pm for Bible study. 

BIBLE STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOL GUYS – Stayed tuned for a 
summer Bible Study for high school guys led by our seminarian, Brian 
Accettullo.

HOMELESS SHELTER – We will be cooking for the homeless shelter 
from 4:30-6pm in the Education center kitchen on Monday, July 10. we 
will serve the food from 4:45-7pm on Tuesday, July 11



ALL women are invited to attend the Wine & Wisdom: Summer 
Lecture Series at North Gate Vineyard (www.northgatevineyard.
com) in Purcellville. We will gather for fellowship at 6:30pm and 
the speaker will begin around 7:15pm. Upcoming gatherings:
• Tuesday, July 18: Created For Love: Putting Your Gifts into 
Action with Robin Hill 
• Tuesday, August 15: She is More Precious Than Jewels: The 
Wife of Proverbs 31 with Nancy McKeague 
• Tuesday, September 19: The Feminine Genius: Discovering The 
Dignity of Women with Ever Johnson
For more information about Wine & Wisdom contact Jen House 
or Katie Magin at wwpsfds@gmail.com or 571-271-2515. 

Baptisms • Birthdays • Wedding • Anniversaries

Order at
www.ctbling.com/inspired1

Code 2302 & Coupon SFDS
10% of your order is donated 

to SFDS

Donate to the St. Francis de Sales Building Fund

Every time you purchase beautiful Catholic jewelry
from CHRISTIAN BLING

That Man Is You! - 
New Core Team Leaders Needed
TMIY! men’s group is looking to form a new core team to lead the 
TMIY program. That Man is You! is an interactive, multimedia men’s 
program focused upon the development of authentic male leadership. 
The program content harmonizes current social and medical science 
with the teachings of the Church and the wisdom of the saints to develop 
the vision of man fully alive.
If you want to get involved and be a part of the new Core Team, please 
contact James Blankenship at j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org. 

The Choice Wine: 7 Steps To An Abundant Marriage
Have you been a part of That Man Is You or Walking With Purpose but 
want to be involved in a program that is specially designed for both you 
and your spouse? Now is your chance!
Integrating the latest findings from modern science with the timeless 
teaching of the faith and the wisdom of the saints, The Choice Wine: 7 
Steps to a Superabundant Marriage places authentic marital happiness 
within every couple’s reach. By opening to couples the interior life of the 
Holy Family at Nazareth, The Choice Wine helps couples to experience 
a foretaste of Paradise, in their marriage and family.
We will be starting The Choice Wine program at St. Francis this fall and 
we are looking for 4-5 dedicated couples to be a part of a core team of 
volunteers. If you are interested in being a part of this new ministry for 
married couples, please contact James Blankenship at j.blankenship@
saintfrancisparish.org.

Dear Parents,

Thank you for signing up your child for our Vacation Bible School. 
We have many volunteers who are working hard to make this a suc-
cessful, fun, spirit-filled week for the children. Children will visit the 
Apostle Paul and his underground church for daily discoveries about 
God's love.

Each grade is assigned a color :
Nursery - sangria (purplish red)

4  year olds - light blue
K - purple 

1st Grade -  red 
2nd Grade - blue 
3rd Grade - green 
4th Grade - yellow 
5th Grade - orange

When you arrive on Monday, you will take your child their "Tribes" 
table (identified by their tribe color), this is where they will meet each 
day. These tables will be in the parking lot alongside the Education 
Building. Children should arrive at 8:30am on Monday and 8:45am 
the rest of the week. Pick up time is at 12:15pm at their Tribe table. 
Parents/Guardians must sign your child in and out each day with the 
tribe leader.

Nursery children will go directly to Room 106. 4-year olds will go 
directly to Room 107 for their check-in.
 
I will send you an email when the teeshirts come in so you can pick 
them up in advance, or after the Masses on Saturday and Sunday.
 
Our daily snack ingredients are available upon request. The snacks 
will be simple. If your child has allergy concerns, we request that 
you send in a snack for that particular day and alert your child's tribe 
leader.

Please do not send water bottles, there will be plenty of water 
provided.

VBS takes place both inside and outside. Children should have on 
sunscreen when they arrive. Please dress them in closed shoes with 
socks and their VBS t-shirt. 

On Friday, the children will attend the Noon Mass with their teams. 
After Mass, we will have a simple hotdog cookout to celebrate the 
end of VBS. Parents and siblings are invited to attend 12noon Mass 
and the picnic immediately after Mass. Stay tuned for more informa-
tion about this cookout.

 Please email the RE office if you have any questions. We'll see you 
bright and early tomorrow morning!!



The Wine & Wisdom summer lecture series will continue on July 18 at 
North Gate Vineyard – join us for fellowship starting at 6:30 pm, fol-
lowed by the lecture at 7:15 pm. 

Save the date: We’ll be hosting our 2nd annual Women’s Council 
Luncheon on August 20th.  More details to follow!

There will NOT be a monthly Women’s Council meeting in July. Our 
next meeting is scheduled for August 2nd at 7 pm.
 
Are you a woman registered at St. Francis de Sales? If so, then you 
belong to the Women’s Council!! E-mail us at womenscouncil.sfds@
gmail.com to be added to our announcement distribution.

Next Council Meeting: Our next meeting will be our monthly busi-
ness meeting on Monday, July 10, at 7:30pm. This will be the first 
meeting of the new fraternal year under new GK Ben Cox. As usual, 
we will pray our Rosary in the chapel beginning at 7:00pm for those 
who would like to do so. Any parishioner is welcome to come and 
join our Rosary!

2016-17 Knight of the Year: At our Officer Installation on June 23, 
the council announced that PGK Bill Talamantes was selected as our 
2016-17 Brother Knight of the Year. A model Knight, Bill is a pillar 
of our council, always ready to step up to run a project or help out 
when needed. Congratulations, Bill!

Welcome to the Order!: At our last meeting, two new Knights 
joined the Order at the Admissions Degree. Tom Wilk and Jack 
Metrey, son of Brother Knight Jon Metrey, are the newest members 
of St. Francis Council. Next time you see these gentlemen, be sure to 
welcome them aboard.

2017-18 Officers: The following officers were installed on June 23 
for the 2017-18 fraternal year: GK - Ben Cox, DGK - Greg Can-
nata, Chancellor - Forest Selby, Warden - Scott Grimard, Treasurer 
- Dzung Tran, Outside Guard - Baraka James, Inside Guard 
- Kenny McWilliams, Advocate - PGK John Haraburda, and 
Recorder - Tracy Beglau. In addition, PGK Jay Hallam (Financial 
Secretary) and Dennis Arakelian (Lecturer) have been appointed.

Purcellville Cannons “Knight at the Ballgame”: St. Francis Coun-
cil is partnering up with the Purcellville Cannons, our college-age 
summer league team that plays at Firemans Field, to hold a “Knight 
at the Ballgame” on July 21. In exchange for this opportunity, the 
Council has agreed to staff the concession stand for a selection of 
Cannons home games. Please reach out to GK Ben Cox or see the 
May 22 email sent to the Council membership for more informa-
tion.

A Big Year for the Council: With 2017 being the 50th anniversary 
of St. Francis Parish, and looking ahead to the reopening of our reno-
vated church in September, it is already a big year for SFDS. It is also 
an important milestone year for St. Francis Council, as we will mark 
our 25th anniversary as a council in June 2018. Stay tuned for more 
details on the celebration!

Join the Knights of Columbus Today! Find out how you can be a 
part of the largest Catholic men’s organization in the world, nearly 
2 million members and growing, and discover how the Knights can 
support you, your family, your faith and your community. Contact 
GK Dave Matheson (grandknight11136@gmail.com) or DGK Ben 
Cox (uss_ranger@hotmail.com), or look for any man wearing a 
Knights name badge.

****
Ben Cox, Grand Knight

St. Francis Council #11136
grandknight11136@gmail.com

St. Francis Council 
11136 news

Summer Lecture Series For Men
ALL men are invited to attend the Saints & Suds Summer 
Lecture series for Men. Sponsored by the That Man is 
You! men’s group, it’s a great way to get involved, meet 
other Catholic men, listen to a spiritual talk aimed at man-
liness, and drink good beer! 
Saints & Suds will be held at Dirt Farm Brewery (www.
dirtfarmbrewing.com) in Bluemont, and features a stellar lineup of topics 
and speakers.
•  July 11: Weapons of War: Prayer and Fasting with Fr. Paul Scalia
•  August 8: No Greater Love: Following the Path Of Martyrdom with 
Dcn. Marques Silva
For more information about Saints & Suds please contact James Blanken-
ship at j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org.
Fellowship begins at 6:30pm, Talk begins at 7:15pm

progress of our 
spectacular reredos
(See Shepherd’s Notes)


