
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Friday - Adoration is held every Friday following the 12 noon Mass until 
5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 
3pm. 

First Friday - Adoration follows the 7pm Mass and 
and ends with Benediction at 8:45am on Saturday. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:30-11:30am 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  
10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of 
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time      February 26, 2017

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. You may 
fill out a registration form in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us know by 
calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am & 12 noon; First Friday - 12 noon & 7pm; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation



     

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday, Feb. 25 Weekday
   9:00 am Deceased members of the Butts and   
   D’Elia Families
Saturday, Feb. 25 Vigil: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm + Thomas Heelan
Sunday, Feb. 26 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + Amalia Cahan
   8:30 am The Matthew Schindler Family
 10:30 am + Salvatore F. Biscardi 
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   5:00 pm + Stephen Willard
Monday, Feb. 27 Weekday
        9:00 am Michael Barns
Tuesday, Feb. 28 Weekday
   6:30 am + Gertrude Drewnowski
Wednesday, Mar. 1 Ash Wednesday 
   6:30 am + Myrtle Cattrett
   9:00 am + Peter Kain
   5:00 pm + Joseph Loughran
   7:00 pm + Ailsa J. Acham
Thursday, March 2 Thursday after Ash Wednesday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Friday, March 3 Friday after Ash Wednesday;
   First Friday
 12:00 noon Ministry of Praise ‘Pray-ers’
   7:00 pm Persecuted Christians
Saturday, March 4 Saturday after Ash Wednesday; 
   1st Saturday
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Saturday, March 4 Vigil: 1st Sunday of Lent
   5:00 pm + Verona McCarthy
Sunday, March 5 1st Sunday of Lent
   7:00 am + Neal Brown
   8:30 am Robert and Hildegard Schindler
 10:30 am  Deceased members of Ledic and Zaja  
   families
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   5:00 pm Camy Quinn

In-pew Offertory - February 12 $  15,754 
In-pew Offertory - February 19 $   13,229
2nd Collection - For the Needy $    2,698 

YEAR TO DATE   $ 692,022

Electronic figures for January:
Offertory   $  33,231
Building our Faith  $    2,017
Faith in Action   $    3,872

Parish Financial Status

This Week
Sunday, February 26 Adult Volleyball 7:30pm
Monday, February 27 Gospel of Luke Bible Study 7:30pm
Tuesday,  February 28 Gospel of Luke Bible Study 10:30am
   Senior Luncheon 12:30pm, Parish Hall
   RCIA 7:30pm, Room 107 
   Islam 101 7pm, Room 206
   WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 7:30pm
   WWP Opening Your Heart 7:30pm
Wednesday, March 1 SoulStitch 9:30am, Parish Hall
   Islam 101 10am, Room 206 
   No Women’s Council (moved to March 8)
   NO TMIY 
   Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Chapel
Thursday, March 2  WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 10am
   WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 7:30pm
Saturday, March 4  Children’s Rosary 9:30am
   No TMIY    

The Light is ON for You
Each Catholic parish in the Diocese of Arlington will have 
Confessions available every Wednesday evening from 
6:30pm-8pm, beginning the week after Ash Wednesday. If 
you have been reluctant to come to the Sacrament or have 
been away for some time, this is a wonderful opportunity to 
reconnect with Christ and His Church. Learn more at www.
the-light-is-on.org.

Mass - 12 noon and 7pm
Confessions - 10:30-11:30am

Adoration - after 7pm Mass thru Saturday 8:45am (Benediction)
No Stations of the Cross

Mass - 6:30am and 12 noon
Confessions - 10:30-11:30am
Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm

Adoration - after 12noon Mass thru 5pm (Benediction)

Fridays in Lent

Mass 6:30am - Fr. Escalante
Mass 9am - Children’s Choir - Fr. Mullaney

Mass 5pm - Cantor Led - Fr. Escalante
Mass 7pm - Adult Choir - Fr. Mullaney

Ash Wednesday

Monday: Sir 17:20-24; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12; Ps 50:5-8, 14, 23; Mk 10:28-31
Wed.: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19 [12, 17-19]; Mt 4:1-11

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 26, 2017

Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness 
for the child of her womb?

Even should she forget, I will never forget you.
— Isaiah 49:15

First Fridays in Lent



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

The Golden Anniversary Story
Part 9:  “A ’Reigning Queen’ moving to Purcellville!”
 
  In the past two Sundays you’ve read that soon the heavenly tones of 
church bells will be heard in our parish starting on Ash Wednesday, March 
1st. I promised you that another spectacular revelation to complement the 
news of the bells would immediately follow. It is now official that “Her 
Majesty” is going to settle permanently right here in our church by early 
April.
  First of all, our first and foremost Queen will always be our dear Most 
Blessed Mother—She is second to none as Queen of Heaven & Earth! The 
other Royal Highness is actually just a titleholder. In musical history, she is 
regarded as the “Queen” among all the musical instruments for her majestic 
melody, harmony, power and beauty. She is called the pipe organ! No 
magnificent church or cathedral is complete without the heavenly sound of 
the pipe organ. It is more than just a powerful instrument. It is also designed 
with artistic beauty. At Vatican II, the document on the sacred liturgy singled 
out the pipe organ as the premier musical instrument of the church: “In the 
Latin Church the pipe organ is to be held in high esteem, for it is the tradi-
tional musical instrument which adds a wonderful splendor to the Church's 
ceremonies and powerfully lifts up man's mind to God and to higher things” 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium, par. 120).
         Indeed, we are renovating the church to reflect the glory of God that 
takes us back to the classical baroque era of our dear patron, Saint Francis 
de Sales.  The celestial sound of a magnificent pipe organ would certainly 
blend beautifully with the sacred liturgy and the sacred artwork that reflect 
the closest experience of a beatific vision of God in Purcellville.  But how is 
it possible that a small parish could afford an organ that could produce such 
a remarkable sound while still nursing a $3M debt?  The tune of half a mil-
lion dollars is the “starting conversation” for a traditional pipe organ.  
  Well, this is why the Philothea Guild exists! [If you’re still behind 
times about the Guild, read their history online in the Jan. 8, 2017 bulletin.]  
Our secretive Guild members don’t just brainstorm good ideas, they pray 
and fast for things to happen, remember? The Guild sent our music direc-
tor, Michael Galdo (whom the Guild gave the code name [#5 revealed]:  
KEYS—for playing the organ “keys”), on a mission to find the best afford-
able new organ for our church.  KEYS came back with stunning news of an
Italian organ company, Viscount, that developed the new Physis state-of-the-
art digital music system that could replicate the sound of just about any 

magnificent organ in the world. When KEYS attended a demo 
at a Pennsylvania church that had a Viscount organ, he thought 
he was listening to a real pipe organ! The Guild was very excited 
of KEYS’ discovery. The thought of hearing the great pipe organ 
sounds similar to the magnificent cathedrals of Europe and North 
America right here in Purcellville appears beyond our imagina-
tion but it will become a reality as early as Holy Week.  Perhaps 
now you can understand why the choir loft is getting a lot of work 
done: to fit our growing choir and the new organ!     
  We are getting [Secret Gift #10] the Viscount Unico 500 
Digital Organ and you’re probably wondering its price tag. Let 
me first tell you that the various sounds of this organ is unlimited 
and left at the choice and imagination of the organist. KEYS can 
file share worldwide with other organists using computer files (by 
email) transferred to a flash drive to re-program the organ. This 
single digital organ has the sound equivalent capability of having 
multiple models of pipe organs. Instead of pipes, 22 speakers will 
be installed (20 in the choir loft) to digitally reproduce the sound of 
the pipes. In many cases the sound will be better than having the 
real pipes due to its computer’s ability to balance and modulate the 
sound to fit the design of the particular church. The system is eas-
ily and instantly upgradable. The music library is expandable for 
life and for free! See pictures of this beautiful organ in this week’s 
bulletin and you can preview its sound by searching it on YouTube 
under its brand name and model number.
  The organ company rep working with us has been given the 
code name [revelation #6]: PIPES (as in organ “pipes”). Every-
thing will be delivered and installed at the price of only $117,700.  
That’s a small fraction of the cost for a quality pipe organ. But 
wait!  What if I tell you that the prayers have helped us more 
than just finding the right organ? We have already received from 
anonymous donors a total of $33,860 to purchase the organ so now 
we only owe $83,840 to make this “queen” our very own!!! If this 
is not enough to convince you that the hand of Our Lord Jesus is 
helping us prepare for our golden anniversary, I don’t know what 
will. The Guild took another leap of faith and placed a minimum 
down payment to order the organ in the hopes that YOU will help 
donate to cover the total cost.  Please contact Keys or me directly 
(and soon) to donate or just write on the check “For the organ” if 
you prefer to join the list of anonymous donors.  We will create a 
commemorative plaque to thank the organ donors. Each of the 70 
organ stops can be dedicated to a name of your choice. Wouldn’t it 
be quite a royal honor for others to hear you say, “I regularly make 
a ‘stop’ to visit the queen in my own parish!”
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

•

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 
2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew 
Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick 
Godfrey, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, LTJG 
Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. 
Jamie (Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 
1LT. Jared Willard, Joe Pultro, LTC Greg 
Cannata, LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jo-
vene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge 
A Lara Pedroza, 2nd LT Ross Mentzer
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corco-
ran, Jan Furlow, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von 
Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller, Phyl-
lis Heller
The Deceased: Sonya Hall, John Andrew 
Boswell, John Arthur Boswell, Francis Rathjen, 
David Heaslip, Jack Heller,  Joseph Loughran, 
Helen Swigon

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• “Pipe Organ” donation—Please help us pay for the church organ that will be installed in April.  
See this weekend’s Shepherd’s Notes column for details.
 
• Airport pickup for priest—I invited a priest (Fr. Cyrus Gallagher, Capuchin) to give a Lenten 
homily for the March 11-12 Sunday Masses who will speak about the work of Unbound.  Their 
mission includes a Catholic version of “Save the Children” sponsorship for needy kids in the 
world.  Can anyone help in picking him up and taking him back to Dulles Airport?  [Arrival: 
March 10, 1:30pm – United #939/Departure:  March 13, 12 noon]. Thank you!
 
• Fish Fry starts this Friday from 5-7pm—Looking forward to seeing you there!

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion needed! —Are you interested in helping the 
priests distribute Holy Communion at Mass and/or bring the Lord to homebound? Please contact 
Father Escalante directly.  [Requirements:  registered parishioner 21 or older; weekly Mass atten-
dance; has love/devotion to the Eucharist; receives sacrament of Penance regularly; accepts 100% 
of Catholic teaching & loyal to the pope/bishop; if married, recognized by the Catholic Church].

• Parish Pro-Life Coordinator needed –We thank Sue Cypher for generously serving these past 
few years as our pro-life activities leader including organizing the March for Life bus. Sue would 
like to pass the leadership to a new successor but will continue to support our Respect Life efforts. 
Please contact me if you’re interested. 

• Free firewood –A parishioner offered free firewood to anyone willing to pick them up. Their 
family cleared some trees on their property and have plenty of firewood to spare. Please contact 
Father Escalante for info. 

• Change in 1st Friday Mass Schedule:  Noon & 7pm –Starting March 3rd the First Friday 
6:30am Mass will be permanently moved to 7pm Mass followed by Adoration till Saturday 
8:45am  (Benediction). On other Fridays, we will still have the 6:30am & Noon Masses as sched-
uled. We hope this will increase our First Friday Mass & Eucharistic Adoration participation.

• Write your dedication on a brick…in church!—You now have an opportunity to place your 
permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  in front of the new parish center.  
Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  See enclosed flyer for details or go to our 
website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last September’s pledge drive, you can still 
sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once 
a week. Go to our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Campaign or just go 
directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by email 
(countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em!
•  We thank Chris & Yousung Largent who have agreed to take Paul Kerstanski’s place as lead 
fundraisers for the parish. They’ll need supporting cast so please contact me or the Largents to 
volunteer [christoperlargent@hotmailcom].

• 1st set of donated commemorative bricks now installed in front of the parish center.  2nd set 
of bricks have arrived and will be installed shortly.  Now’s your chance to add more!

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a minimum 
of 1 rosary a week. As of this writing we have reached the 45% mark (45,163 total reported) 
of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been reportedly prayed at our website since 
September 12, 2015.  Keep it up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been getting many nice 
blessings lately as a parish and we can only expect more!

BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL
Commitment Weekend
This weekend every family in our parish will 
be asked to complete a Bishop’s Lenten Appeal 
(BLA) pledge form at Mass. If you have already 
donated through the mail or online or are not 
able to participate, there will be a place to note 
that on the form.  After reflecting upon the many 
blessings that God has given you, please prayer-
fully consider making a pledge of support to this 
important appeal that funds many programs, 
offices and ministries that serve people in need 
and further Jesus’ Mission in our diocese.  

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, February 25
 5pm:  Fr. Escalante
Sunday, February 26
 7am:  Fr. Escalante 
 8:30am: Escalante
 10:30am: Fr. Mullaney
 12:30pm: Fr. Mullaney
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney

Saturday, March 4
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney  
Sunday, March 5
    7am:  Fr. Mullaney  
 8:30am:  Fr. Escalante     
10:30am: Fr. Mullaney     
   12:30pm: Fr. Escalante
     5:pm: Fr. Escalante

Fast & Abstinence
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory 
days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. 
Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain 
from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of 
Lent.
The norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 
until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to 
eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full meal. 



Emily Glass Director of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 or e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26
  Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
  High School - 3:45pm
  Monday  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 7, RCIT, High School - 7pm
  Wednesday NO CLASSES

WEEK OF MARCH 5
  Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
  High School - 3:45pm
  Monday  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 7, RCIT, High School - 7pm
  Wednesday Grades 1st-8th, Pre-School - 4:30pm

TEEN MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. All high school 
teens are welcome! Join us in the front left 4 rows of the 
church as we celebrate the Teen Mass together. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for 
fellowship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high school-
ers are welcome! 

SPRING RETREAT – Save the dates for our Spring 
Retreat! March 31 – April 2, 2017 at Brethren Woods in 
Keezletown, VA. 

HOMELESS SHELTER – We will cook for the homeless 
shelter in the Parish Center kitchen on Monday, March 
13th from 4-6 PM. We will serve the food on Tuesday, 
March 14th from 4:45-7pm

THANK YOU!! – Thank you to everyone who donated 
to our Souper Bowl Sunday fundraiser for the homeless 
shelter. Together, we raised about $3,500 and we will 
have enough money to make dinners for the homeless 
shelter for the whole year. Thanks for your help and 
generosity! It is so appreciated.

R.E. Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are 
closed or have early dismissal, or cancel after-school activi-
ties due to inclement weather, RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be 
posted on the website, and emailed to families by 6:45am 
Sunday morning. 

Please remember to settle your Religious Education Tuition 
balance this month if you have not yet done so.  
Call RE office if you have any questions regarding your 
balance. 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - FEBRUARY 2017

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Vacation Bible School

Monday thru Friday, July 10-14
9am-12noon

Comfort for the Afflicted.
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and 
marginalized, may find welcome and comfort in our communities.

CONFIRMATION REMINDERS

Mandatory Spring Parent Meeting
Tuesday, March 14, 7pm or Thursday, March 16, 7pm

Confirmation Retreats - please let the RE office know which retreat 
your son or daughter will attend. Retreats are March 4th and March 11th 
from 4-11pm. Watch for an email that will be sent home the week previous 
to the retreat for details. 

Sponsor Eligibility forms are due March 1.
• If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint Francis de 
Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you will need to fill out the 
Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the Parish Office and present it to Father 
Escalante, and sign it in his presence. You can email him at 
countryparishpriest@gmail.com to make arrangements to meet.
• All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present it to their 
pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

Sponsor’s letter to Candidates are were due February 20. Please 
follow up with sponsor that they sent their letter to the RE office.

$55 Sacrament Fee is due March 1.

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT 
At least one parent is required to attend retreat
Saturday, March 18, 9am-12noon - Sunday classes
Saturday, March 25, 9am-12noon - Weekday classes and Atrium



Lenten Day of Prayer
Saturday, March 4  
Escape to San Damiano in White Post, VA and 
make this a more fruitful Lent. Fr. John Cregan 
will lead the Day.  Please pre-register by calling 
San Damiano at 540-868-9220 or h.esparza@
arlingtondiocese.org.  Check-in begins at 9am 
and the day concludes after Mass - about 3pm.  
The cost for the day is $30 and includes lunch.  

HUGE CHILDREN'S 
CONSIGNMENT SALE  
Consign and shop for baby and children’s cloth-
ing, accessories, toys, books, videos, games, 
baby gear, furniture, maternity and much more 
at Little Flower Consignments. The sale is Sat-
urday, March 11 starting at 8am at St. Theresa's 
Catholic School in Ashburn. All proceeds are 
donated to Divine Mercy Outreach. For more 
information, visit us at www.LittleFlowerCon-
signments.org and at www.facebook.com/Little-
FlowerConsignments.

SOFTBALL SEASON 
APPROACHING! 
St. Francis de Sales parish plays in a multi-
denominational co-ed league. The season runs 
from May thru June, games are mainly on 
Monday evenings. Practices begin on Sundays 
in April. All parishioners are invited to register to 
play. Please call Bill Buxton at (703) 431-2590 
for more info.

Catholic Religious Emblems Meeting TODAY at 2:30pm
 Boy Scouts in 7th or 8th grade can earn their Catholic Religious Emblem called the Ad Altari Dei 
(To the Altar of God). Parents, along with their scouts interested to earn the emblem should attend an 
informational meeting today at 2:30pm in the fellowship hall below the sanctuary. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Tina Lovingood at 703-505-6352. 
Also, we are determining if enough scouts in 10-12th grade want to earn the Catholic Religious Em-
blem called Pope Pius XII. If at least 3 scouts are interested, we may form a group to complete this 
emblem too.  Please attend the today’s meeting or contact. Ms. Lovingood.   

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
There will be an adult Confirmation Mass at 
Saint Theresa’s Parish in Ashburn on Sunday, 
June 11 at 2:30pm, and at the Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More on Sunday, June 25 at 2:30 pm. 
If you are a high school student or adult who 
has received catechetical instruction but not 
completed your sacramental initiation through 
the Sacrament of Confirmation then now might 
be the opportunity for you to do so. Please con-
tact James Blankenship for more information.

Join us for lunch and conversation on 
Tuesday, February 28 at 12:30pm in the 
Parish Hall. Who is a senior? Whoever 

wants to be -  no age minimum!

This months menu
Pulled Pork and Cole Slaw

Strengthen Your Faith and Share It With Others!
For just $30, you can take a 3-week online apologetics seminar at Catholic Distance University. 
How Are We Saved?
Given our increasingly secular and atheistic society, many people today doubt the reality of heaven 
and the afterlife. Many Catholics, particularly young people, are confused about how we can attain 
eternal life in heaven. Learn why it was necessary for Jesus Christ to suffer and die for us and how we 
can accept this most precious gift of salvation. Offered March 13 - April 3.
Why Do We Need the Church?
Many people today consider themselves “spiritual” but not “religious.” Over half of American adults 
do not regularly attend church, and only 20% of Catholics born after 1970 attend Mass. This seminar 
will help us respond to this alarming and growing trend. We will explore key reasons why active 
involvement in the life of the Church, especially the Mass, is Christ’s will for his followers and provide 
valuable information to share with family and friends who do not attend Mass. Offered July 3 - 24.
Register today at https://cdu.catalog.instructure.com/. Use Promo Code CDU15ARLINGTON to 
qualify for the $30 rate.

2017 CAR RAFFLE IS UNDER WAY!
 All parishioners should have received their 2017 Car Raffle tickets in the mail.  If you have not 
please contact Jim Marsan (contact info below).  Please note that parishioners are asked to SELL the 
tickets mailed to them. If you choose to "sell" them to yourself that is fine. We understand that not 
all parishioners can, or choose to, participate by purchasing the tickets. But we kindly ask that you 
consider selling them to relatives, friends, neighbors, and co-workers. The car raffle is a significant 
fund raiser for the parish and we are hoping for as much participation as possible. To put this in 
perspective, if we have close to 100% participation we could raise nearly $50K. You can return sold/
purchased tickets:
• by dropping them in the Car Raffle box in the narthex after all masses through and including Easter 
weekend; or
• by dropping them off at the main office; or
• by using the provided return envelop to mail them back to St. Francis de Sales
 Additional tickets will be available in the narthex for purchase or for check out to sell. Please note 
that the car raffle is governed by the State of Virginia and we are required to track all tickets. As such, 
PLEASE return all tickets, sold or not, using one of the methods above. Finally, please instruct any-
one purchasing tickets any paying by check to make the check out to St. Francis de Sales (or SFDS). 
Tickets are $5/each
 As usual, there are five vehicles (GMC Truck, Honda Odyssey, Honda CRV, Honda Civic and 
Buick Verano) and $20K in cash prizes. Each ticket purchased is eligible for any of the drawings.
Deadline for all tickets/money is immediately after the last Mass on Easter Sunday, April 16
 If you have questions or concerns please contact Jim Marsan at jsmarsan03@gmail.com.

CHRISTIAN BLING EVENT/FUNDRAISER
Sunday, March 26th

Hosted by the The Women’s Council of St. Francis de Sales 

All women are invited for fun, fellowship and refreshments, and the 
opportunity to buy beautiful Catholic/Christian jewelry. It will be a 

great way to support the church, and fill your upcoming gift needs for 
First Holy Communion, Confirmation, Mother’s Day, graduations, etc. 

More details coming soon!



Do you have an idea for a Women’s Council day-trip?  
Email us with your idea and when you’re thinking of going, 
and we may be able to help organize a small group with 
carpool.  

Did you register for the Diocesan Women’s Conference 
on March 11th? If you’d like to join or arrange a carpool 
with other women that are going, let us know and we’ll con-
nect you with other women with a similar interest.

“Have patience with all things, but, first of all with your-
self.”  - St. Vincent de Paul

Women’s Council meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Hall (light refreshments will be served). All women 
of Saint Francis de Sales are automatic members 

of the  Women’s Council
Please email us at womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com

to be added to our email announcements.

Next Council Meeting: Our next meeting will be our Monthly Frater-
nal Meeting on Monday, Feb. 27, beginning at 7:30pm. At this meeting, 
we will watch the Emmy Award-winning, KofC-produced documenta-
ry, “Liberating a Continent: John Paul II and the Fall of Communism.” 
As usual we will have our pre-meeting Rosary for vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life beginning at 7pm in either the main church or the chapel.

Thank You, Brother Knights and Families! The Council would like to express its sincere 
appreciation to those Brothers and their families who were able to step up and make sure the 
last two Pancake Breakfasts were well-staffed and successful. Many of you were able to give 
significantly of your time those Sunday mornings to this ministry of fellowship, and your 
commitment is much appreciated!

Welcome, and Congratulations A hearty welcome to two recent transfers into the Council, 
Brothers Tom Fennelly and John Murphy. Tom comes to St. Francis from Our Lady of 
Hope Council in Sterling, and John joins us from St. Regis Council in Ronkonkoma, N.Y. Be 
sure to say hello to these gentlemen when you see them. Also, congratulations to Gregory 
Cannata, who joined his dad Greg as a Third-Degree Knight at the Jan. 28 exemplification 
in Fairfax.

Birthright Update The net proceeds from the last Pancake Breakfast were designated for the 
benefit of Birthright of Leesburg, which offers pregnancy support to adult and teen women 
dealing with an unplanned pregnancy. Birthright already benefits from the generosity of a 
number of Knights and other parishioner families, and thanks to all those attending the Febru-
ary breakfast, we will be able to donate an additional $400 to the center.

Pilgrimage to Saint John Paul II Shrine: On Saturday, Mar. 25, St. Francis Council and St. 
Louis Martin Council (Ashburn) will make a joint pilgrimage to the Saint John Paul II Shrine 
in DC. We will either carpool or take a bus downtown from St. Theresa Church, tour the 
shrine and the St. Thomas More exhibit (which is headed back to England on March 31) as 
a group, and celebrate Mass at the shrine with a priest from St. Theresa who will accompany 
us. Families will be welcome to join. Stay tuned for more details, but we will plan to leave 
Purcellville at 8:30am and return by 2pm. 

Next Degree Ceremony at SFDS: Our next Council degree ceremony is Monday, Mar. 27, 
when we will host a joint Admissions (First) and Fraternal (Second) Degree in the Knights 
Hall. If you have a man in mind that you would like to invite to join the Knights, it’s a great 
time to talk to him about attending that evening. Please let GK Dave Matheson or DGK Ben 
Cox know if you receive a signed Form 100 so we can get him on the agenda for a vote at an 
upcoming business meeting before the degree ceremony.

Irish Eyes Will Be Smiling Again: Save the date for the second annual St. Francis Council 
concert benefiting Virginians with intellectual disabilities, again featuring world-renowned 
Irish tenor Mark Forrest. This year’s event will take place on Saturday, April 22 (the Sat-
urday after Easter). Anyone who wishes to be a part of the planning or staffing for the event, 
please contact Brother Jay Hallam at lightbird14@gmail.com. Tickets will go on sale soon 
for this concert, which drew rave reviews last year.

Interested in the Patriotic (Fourth) Degree?: If you are a Third-Degree Knight in good 
standing, you are eligible for the Fourth, or Patriotic, Degree. The next Fourth Degree Ex-
emplification will take place on Saturday, April 1, at All Saints Church in Manassas. This is a 
unique opportunity to earn the right to be called “Sir Knight” so close to home. Contact DGK 
Ben Cox for more information if you are interested in participating.

Join the Knights of Columbus Today! Find out how you can be a part of the largest Catho-
lic men’s organization in the world, nearly two million members and growing, and discover 
how the Knights can support you, your family, your faith and your community. Contact GK 
Dave Matheson or Chancellor Richard Byrd richardbyrd_08@hotmail.com, or look for 
any man wearing a Knights name badge. 

 ****
www.KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)

www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
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Available for Carry-Out or Eat-In
  

Pre-orders can be emailed or phoned in at 
540-338-6381 by 3:30pm on Friday

 
Fried Fish Sandwich or Fish Dinner - $10
choice of potato (fries, baked potato, or baked 

sweet), coleslaw, regular drink
 

Grilled Cheese Sandwich - $3
applesauce and regular drink

 
Extra Fries or Baked Potato or 

Baked Sweet Potato - $2

Mozzarella Sticks w/ marinara sauce - $6
 

Cannoli - $2

Beer and Wine - $4
 

CHECKS ACCEPTED (make check out to St. 
Francis de Sales Catholic Church)

All proceeds benefit the building fund. To volunteer 
please contact Joyce Sparbanie 412-478-5996 or 

JSparRN@gmail.com. 

              Friday Nite  Fish Fry 
        Begins This Friday  5-7pm


