
                    

 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon 
Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and 
evening, with Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School Youth 
Group / MAC-PAC Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-
Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:30-11:30am 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday 
at  10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last 
Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time      February 19, 2017

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. You may 
fill out a registration form in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us know by 
calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Can you hear these?  You will soon…on March 1st!



     

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday, Feb. 18 Weekday
   9:00 am + Leonard Bean
Saturday, Feb. 18 Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm Father Escalante
Sunday, Feb. 19 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am Father Mullaney
   8:30 am Jody DeVita
 10:30 am + Carl Woodland
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   5:00 pm + Elaine and Dick Smith
Monday, Feb. 20 Weekday
        9:00 am + Dwight Bowers
Tuesday, Feb. 21 Weekday
   6:30 am + Rene Antonio Corrales Reyes
Wednesday, Feb. 22 The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle
   9:00 am Marilan O’Neil
Thursday, Feb. 23 Saint Polycarp
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Friday, Feb. 24 Weekday
   6:30 am +Patricia Quinn Jones
 12:00 noon + Gertrude Heelan
Saturday, Feb. 25 Weekday
   9:00 am Deceased members of the Butts and   
   D’Elia Families
Saturday, Feb. 25 Vigil: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm + Thomas Heelan
Sunday, Feb. 26 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + Amalia Cahan
   8:30 am The Matthew Schindler Family
 10:30 am + Salvatore F. Biscardi 
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   5:00 pm + Stephen Willard

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, February 25
 5pm:  Fr. Escalante
Sunday, February 26
 7am:  Fr. Escalante 
 8:30am: Escalante
 10:30am: Fr. Mullaney
 12:30pm: Fr. Mullaney
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney

Saturday, February 18
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney  
Sunday, February 19
    7am:  Fr. Mullaney  
 8:30am:  Fr. Mullaney     
10:30am: Fr. Escalante
   12:30pm: Fr. Escalante
     5:pm: Fr. Escalante

This Week
Sunday, February 19 Adult Volleyball 7:30pm
Monday, February 20 Gospel of Luke Bible Study 7:30pm
Tuesday,  February 21 Gospel of Luke Bible Study 10:30am
   RCIA 7:30pm, Room 107 
   Islam 101 7pm, Room 206
   WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 7:30pm
   WWP Opening Your Heart 7:30pm
Wednesday, February 22 Islam 101 10am, Room 206
   TMIY 7:30pm Education Center
   Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Chapel
Thursday, February 23 WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 10am
   WWP Discovering Our Dignity, 7:30pm
Friday, February 24  Baptism Preparation 7pm, Conference Room
Saturday, February 25 TMIY 6:30am, Education Center
   

The Parish Office and Religious Education Office 
will be closed on Monday, February 20 in 

observance of Presidents Day.

Monday:  Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:  Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Thursday:  Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mk 9:41-50
Friday:  Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35; Mk 10:1-12
Saturday:  Sir 17:1-15; Ps 103:13-18; Mk 10:13-16
Sunday:  Is 49:14-15; Ps 62:2-3, 6-9; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Mt 6:24-34

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 19, 2017

Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy.

— Leviticus 19:2b

DIVINE WISDOM
  The Lord’s message, through Moses, was to “take no revenge and cherish 
no grudge . . . love your neighbor as yourself” (Leviticus 19:18). We might think, 
“Great in theory, but not always realistic!” 
  Then Jesus in today’s Gospel goes even further. Take a slap in the face and then 
turn the other cheek? Treat enemies the same as friends? Again, we’re tempted to 
think that those are nice ideals, but not very practical in the “real world.”
  Paul echoes Jesus when he tells the Corinthians that what passes for human 
wisdom is absurdity to God. Divine wisdom casts sunshine on the good and the 
bad, showers rain on the honest and the dishonest—without distinction. We must 
examine our wisdom and common sense to see how they compare to the wisdom of 
God, and make adjustments accordingly.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.



Q. Is the tomb that Jesus was buried in still 
there? –Ethan
A.Yes, it is still in Jerusalem and a great basilica 
was built around it. It is called the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher. The tomb of Jesus was also 
where he rose from the dead. Back in March 
2008 Father Mullaney and I concelebrated Mass 
there and was the first time we met. Someone 
took our picture and had it framed. You can see 
it in the Parish Education Center’s lobby and 
Library.
 
Q. Is the parish hall downstairs, the hallway, 
and narthex going to be renovated as well? –
Anonymous
A. I wish! We have very limited funds at this 
time. We can only include the renovation of the 
narthex. You will read about the work that will be 
done in the narthex soon in the Shepherd’s Notes! 
 
Q. What was Mary’s role at Pentecost?  Where 
was Joseph when all this happened? –SBC
A. Traditionally, it is believed that when the 
apostles and other disciples were huddled in fear 
and confusion after Jesus ascended into heaven, 
they sought guidance from Mary who knew 
Jesus better than anyone. During those 9 days 
she reminded them Jesus’ instruction that they 
pray until He sends them the Holy Spirit (who 
is also Mary’s Divine Spouse). At the end of 9 
days, which traditionally became the first of many 
9-day novenas, the Holy Spirit arrived and turned 
them into “super disciples.” We commemorate 
this day as Pentecost. Regarding Joseph, he 
missed the big birthday of the Catholic Church 
(Pentecost) because he died before Jesus even 
began his 3-year public ministry.

   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

The Golden Anniversary Story
Part 8:  “More than just a bell…ding-dong!”

 
            Are you aware of the immense value of hearing the sound of church bells? In the 
midst of worldly preoccupation, the bells instill in our souls the presence of God and that 
his heavenly house on earth is only within an earshot. For Catholics, the Eucharist is the 
real presence of Jesus and the ringing of the bells reminds us of our proximity to both the 
spiritual and physical presence of God. It is an invitation to pray and even visit Him. The 
pleasant sound of striking metals make even non-believers ponder about God and Catholics 
who planned skipping Mass that Sunday reexamine their plans for the day. Those who are 
going through difficulties in life, the sacred sound of the bells gives them hope that God has 
not forgotten them and their petitions.
            Church bells have played an important role even in the secular society for centuries.  
In the U.S. alone, the bells were used during the Colonial era to summon the militia to warn 
and defend against an advancing army. They have also been used as the town’s clock and 
as an alarm to warn the people against fire, storms, intruders, robbers, etc. The church bells 
have been an important part of history and has helped save countless of lives. Because the 
use of bells is an exercise of religious freedom and have played an iconic role in our nation, 
church bells in America (and many other nations) are exempt from cities and towns’ noise 
ordinance laws.
            Acquiring newly cast bronze bells that can play different tunes like the carillon style 
are very expensive. However, due to digital electronics, low-budget churches (like ours) 
now have the ability to replicate the sound of medieval cathedral bells at a fraction of the 
cost. That’s what our new Sonata Digital Electronic Carillon System can do. We will have 
the harmonious classic sound of multiple church bells that can play hundreds of hymns from 
the Catholic inventory and even time them seasonally (e.g., Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, 
etc.). Included are bells for funeral tolls, Taps (for military), wedding peals, and other occa-
sions. Still, the least expensive price tag for this system (installed) was a shade under $10k.  
For a parish still $3M in debt doing renovation, this is no loose change.
  The Guild and I were aware we didn’t have the money originally budgeted for this.  
But we knew the parishioners have been clamoring for the sound of bells so we took the 
leap of faith and ordered the system on the final week of 2016 to avoid the new year price 
hike. Our parish was barely able to afford the $4k+ down payment coming from our operat-
ing account and just hoped God would provide for the rest. Dear people of God, get ready 
for what I’m about to share with you.  t is so amazing it could make your eardrums ring with 
vertigo.
  One of the families last Sunday loved hearing of the newly revealed secret church bells 
and that the Junior Altar Women Society (JAS) will have a major role operating it. They 
decided to give us…Secret Gift #9:  $10,000 to pay for the entire system! This happened on 
the day I was leaving for a 6-day silent priests’ retreat in WV. My soul was silenced by this 
great act of generosity from these God-sent benefactors for whom we are most grateful. The 
Guild’s leap of faith really paid off big time! Praise the Lord…Amen.  Alleluia!!!  [Next 
Sunday you’ll read in the next Secret Gift how the Guild acted on another big leap of faith.]
 
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue 
You can now schedule to sign up for hosting the 
Pilgrim Virgin in your home.  Email our coordi-
nator, Diane Waller, at dianewaller@msn.com.  
Go to our parish website and click under Pilgrim 
Virgin Statue and pick a date.  Then just sign up 
and pick up the statue in the narthex after the Sun-
day Mass you attend and return it no later than 
Saturday morning for the next person to host our 
Blessed Mother.  Great blessings will come along 
your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the 
rosary in your home.  She will not be outdone in 
generosity!  [Note:  No need to wait 6 months to 
repeat reserving the Pilgrim Virgin anymore.]



 

•

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Pat-
terson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew 
Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady, LanceCpl 
Zachary Gingras, LTJG Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 
1st  Lt. Jamie (Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT. 
Jared Willard, Joe Pultro, LTC Greg Cannata, LCpl Paul 
Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jovene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, 
PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, 2nd LT Ross Mentzer

The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, 
Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach 
Miller, Phyllis Heller

The Deceased: Sonya Hall, John Andrew Boswell, John Arthur 
Boswell, Francis Rathjen, David Heaslip, Jack Heller,  Joseph 
Loughran, Helen Swigon

Our thoughts and prayers 
are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion needed! —Are you interested 
in helping the priests distribute Holy Communion at Mass and/or bring the Lord 
to homebound? Please contact Father Escalante directly.  [Requirements:  regis-
tered parishioner 21 or older; weekly Mass attendance; has love/devotion to the 
Eucharist; receives sacrament of Penance regularly; accepts 100% of Catholic 
teaching & loyal to the pope/bishop; if married, recognized by the Catholic 
Church].

• Parish Pro-Life Coordinator needed –We thank Sue Cypher for generously 
serving these past few years as our pro-life activities leader including organizing 
the March for Life bus. Sue would like to pass the leadership to a new successor 
but will continue to support our Respect Life efforts. Please contact me if you’re 
interested. 

• Free firewood –A parishioner offered free firewood to anyone willing to pick 
them up. Their family cleared some trees on their property and have plenty of 
firewood to spare. Please contact Father Escalante for info. 

• Change in 1st Friday Mass Schedule:  Noon & 7pm –Starting March 3rd the 
First Friday 6:30am Mass will be permanently moved to 7pm Mass followed 
by Adoration till 11pm (Benediction). On other Fridays, we will still have the 
6:30am & Noon Masses as scheduled. We hope this will increase our First 
Friday Mass & Eucharistic Adoration participation.

• Write your dedication on a brick…in church!—You now have an opportunity 
to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  in 
front of the new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  
See enclosed flyer for details or go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.

• Photo Directory for sale—We ordered a limited amount of parish photo direc-
tories for those who want extra copies or if you did not get your picture taken.  
Each directory is $12.
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last September’s pledge 
drive, you can still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make 
a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a week. Go to our website (www.
saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.
rosarygraces.com for more info.
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 
ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in 

person.

Got ‘em!
•  We may have found a couple of volunteers to take Paul Kerstanski’s place as 
lead fundraisers for the parish. They’ll need supporting cast so let me know if 
you can help.

• 1st set of donated commemorative bricks now installed in front of the parish 
center.  Now’s your chance to add more!

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to 
pray a minimum of 1 rosary a week. As of this writing we have reached the 
40% mark (44,131 total reported) of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that 
have been reportedly prayed at our website since September 12, 2015.  Keep it 
up, faithful children of Mary. We’ve been getting many nice blessings lately as 
a parish and we can only expect more!

We warmly welcome new 
parishioners who have joined 

St. Francis de Sales during 
the month of January

Purcellville
Frank & Joan Monastero
Khara Struder, Alissa Blaylock, Khylee Blaylock,      
     Dominic Johnson
Ryan & Lynne Kennerson, Brady
Shane & Teresa Ayers, Anastasia, Noelle, Robert, Owen

Lovettsville
Stephen & Margaret Maurer

Waterford
David & Jennifer Waldman, Brent, Katie

Round Hill
Charles & Katherine Welford
Gary & Mariola Roberts, Analicia, Victoria

Hamilton
Donald & Jean McElroy, Emma, Alia

BISHOP’S LENTEN 
APPEAL BEGINS
Next weekend, every family in our parish 
will be asked to complete a Bishop’s Lenten 
Appeal (BLA) pledge form at Mass. If you 
have already donated through the mail or 
online or are not able to participate, there 
will be a place to note that on the form. Please read the BLA 
newsletter inserted in today’s bulletin with information about 
how the BLA funds are distributed throughout our diocese to 
help thousands of people each year. Then, prayerfully consider 
joining in support by making a pledge. Through your support 
of this important appeal, you become the hands and heart of 
our Lord Jesus!



JAS Ranking Ceremony
January 8, 2017

 
Meaning of the JAS Badge Symbols

Cross = each cross equals years of Service
Jeweled Crown = 5 years or more of service (“General”)
Papal/American Flag = 4 years of service (“Colonel”)

B = Passed the training to ring the church bells
Circular Pin w/Number = Given to a high school senior that shows total years served

1st Ribbon Pin = Given in 2017 to the last remaining original JAS member (Nori Thurman) 
Gold Crown embroidery = symbol of Jesus Christ as King

Blue M + 12 Stars embroidery = symbol of the Blessed Virgin Mary as Queen 

When two JAS members are serving, the higher rank (based on number of crosses/age for tie-breaker) 
is called: First Belle; the lower rank: Second Belle.The First Belle does the 5-minute warning bell and the 
Second Belle does the consecration bells. If there is only one JAS serving, she takes all the ringing duties.

Turm the page to meet our JAS members!



Highest JAS Rank, 8th Year/Last Original Member: 
Nori Thurman (Senior)

7th Year: 
Maisie Eastman (Senior), Bella Burgess, Samantha Smith, Abby Taylor

6th Year: 
Chloe Wakefield

4th Year: 
Caitlin Orender

5th Year: 
Audrey Warner, Marissa Vaughn, Hannah O’Neill, Tabitha Reeves, Ellie Creighton

3rd Year: 
Ava Burgess, Melanie Sauter, Keira McMillin, Carly Smith, Mary Gutshall

2nd Year: 
Bea Furlow, Rebecca Largent, Trinity Yevoli, Bridget McNally, Jill Jencen



Emily Glass Director of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 or e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar

1ST RECONCILIATION
Time slots for 1st Reconciiliation being held on Tuesday, February 21 
were emailed to all parents with children receiving the Sacrament. If you 
did not get your email, please contact the RE office.

We do our very best to ensure delivery of emails regarding registration, 
upcoming meetings, important Sacrament info, etc. 
Email filters will often block these messages due to the large volume of 
emails we send out, or perhaps we have an outdated email address. 
Please check your email, especially if you have a child preparing for a 
Sacrament. If you are not getting email notifications you need to let us 
know.

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 19
  Sunday  NO CLASSES
  Monday  NO CLASSES
  Wednesday Grades 1st-8th, Pre-School - 4:30pm

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 26
  Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
  High School - 3:45pm
  Monday  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 7, RCIT, High School - 7pm
  Wednesday NO CLASSES

TEEN MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. All high school 
teens are welcome! Join us in the front left 4 rows of the 
church as we celebrate the Teen Mass together. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6-8pm for 
fellowship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All high school-
ers are welcome! 

NO YOUTH NIGHT – There will be no Youth Night on 
Sunday, February 19th because we will be at Mount2000! 
See you next week.

SPRING RETREAT – Save the dates for our Spring 
Retreat! March 31 – April 2, 2017 at Brethren Woods in 
Keezletown, VA. 

HOMELESS SHELTER – We will cook for the homeless 
shelter in the Parish Center kitchen on Monday, March 
13th from 4-6 PM. We will serve the food on Tuesday, 
March 14th from 4:45-7pm

R.E. Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or have early 
dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement weather, RE classes 
are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on the website, 
and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. 

Please remember to settle your Religious Education Tuition 
balance this month if you have not yet done so.  
Sacrament fees for Confirmation are due by March 1 and 
First Holy Communion fees are due by April 1. 
Call RE office if you have any questions regarding your 
balance. 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - FEBRUARY 2017

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Vacation Bible School

Monday thru Friday, July 10-14
9am-12noon

Comfort for the Afflicted.
That all those who are afflicted, especially the poor, refugees, and 
marginalized, may find welcome and comfort in our communities.

CONFIRMATION - Sponsor Eligibility Form –  DUE March 1
• If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint Francis 
de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you will need to fill 
out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the Parish Office and present it 
to Father Escalante, and sign it in his presence. You can email him at 
countryparishpriest@gmail.com to make arrangements to meet.
• All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present it to 
their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.



Trinity House Cafe
Trinity House Café, on the corner of Church 
and Market Streets in the heart of Leesburg, is 
an outreach of the John Paul II Fellowship, a 
Christian non-profit dedicated to renewing com-
munity and culture.
At the intersection of faith and culture, we pro-
vide warm hospitality and a delicious, moderate-
ly-priced menu of coffee, sandwiches, snacks, 
salads, soups, baked goods, wine and beer.
Besides serving top-quality food and drinks, 
the café also hosts a variety of community and 
culture-renewing events such as art classes, 
talks, concerts, theatrical performances, movie 
nights, craft circles, and children’s programs.
For more information, please visit 
www.trinityhousecafe.com.

GABRIEL PROJECT 
Gabriel Project serves any expectant or new mom in need of support – rich or poor, married or 
unmarried, Catholic or not. Through friendship and support we seek to bring the love of God to her 
in her time of need and to proclaim the message of the Angel Gabriel: Do not be afraid. God is with 
you. Nothing is impossible with God.  Mothers do not need to be in crisis to be served by the Gabriel 
Project.  Some of our expectant moms are simply new to the area or just need some temporary 
support while welcoming a new baby.  For help with meals for moms on bedrest or post-partum 
call Kati Pultro 717-817-3743, kathryn.pultro@gmail.comCould you use some extra support during 
your pregnancy? Perhaps you would like to have a friend to accompany you on your journey to 
motherhood. Expectant or new moms in need of emotional, spiritual, or material support, can call 
our confidential helpline 866-444-3553 for assistance.  

Join Father Mullaney on a SPECIAL PILGRIMAGE to the 
HOLY LANDS of ISRAEL AND JORDAN
October 8-20, 2017.  $3,681 includes roundtrip from Dulles Airport, all taxes and fees, All transfers 
and assistance. Deluxe bus transportation as required. Hotel accommodations in first class hotels 
with private baths. Half board (breakfast and dinner) daily, 3 lunches and a special mid-east farewell 
feast. Services of English speaking local guides and a certified Tour Manager from the USA.  All 
entrance fees as shown on the itinerary.  Daily Mass and spiritual direction.  Jordanian visa and 
entry fees. For more information, contact Heidi Watson at gvthnks@aol.com or 540-760-6387.  A 
$500 deposit saves your place! Final payments due in July.

Lenten Day of Prayer
Saturday, March 4  
Escape to San Damiano in White Post, VA and 
make this a more fruitful Lent. Fr. John Cregan 
will lead the Day.  Please pre-register by calling 
San Damiano at 540-868-9220 or h.esparza@
arlingtondiocese.org.  Check-in begins at 9am 
and the day concludes after Mass - about 3pm.  
The cost for the day is $30 and includes lunch.  

HUGE CHILDREN'S CONSIGNMENT SALE  
Consign and shop for baby and children’s clothing, accessories, toys, books, videos, games, baby 
gear, furniture, maternity and much more at Little Flower Consignments. The sale is Saturday, 
March 11 starting at 8am at St. Theresa's Catholic School in Ashburn. All proceeds are donated to 
Divine Mercy Outreach. For more information, visit us at www.LittleFlowerConsignments.org and 
at www.facebook.com/LittleFlowerConsignments.

SOFTBALL SEASON 
APPROACHING! 
St. Francis de Sales parish plays in a multi-
denominational co-ed league. The season 
runs from May thru June, games are mainly 
on Monday evenings. Practices begin on 
Sundays in April. All parishioners are invited 
to register to play. Please call Bill Buxton at 
(703) 431-2590 for more info.

It's that time of year again....you guessed it, 
FRIDAY NITE FISH FRY!!!

Friday, March 3 will mark SFDS 7th Annual Lenten Fish Fry.
Fish Fry-days are as follows:

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31
April 7

If you'd like to volunteer, please call or email Joyce Sparbanie 
412-478-5996 or JSparRN@gmail.com

Catholic Religious Emblems:  
Boy Scouts in 7th or 8th grade can earn their 
Catholic Religious Emblem called the Ad Altari 
Dei (To the Altar of God). Parents, along with 
their scouts interested to earn the emblem should 
attend an informational meeting on Sunday, 
February 26, at 2:30pm in the fellowship hall be-
low the sanctuary. If you have questions, please 
contact Tina Lovingood at 703-505-6352. 
Also, we are determining if enough scouts in 10-
12th grade want to earn the Catholic Religious 
Emblem called Pope Pius XII. If at least 3 scouts 
are interested, we may form a group to complete 
this emblem too.  Please attend the meeting on 
2/26/17 or contact. Ms. Lovingood.   

"So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect."  
Encourage the Holy Spirit to perfect your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend is March 31 - April 2 in Herndon. Early sign up is recommended. For more information 
visit our website at: RenewMarriage-VANorth.org or contact us at applications@renewmarriage-
vanorth.org or 703-646-1521. 



Thank you to all the donors who supported our two events 
in January.  The Women’s Council couldn’t have put on 
these events without the wonderful volunteers and dona-
tions from all of you!  

Want to start or join a carpool to the Women’s Conference?  
Let us know (email womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com) and 
we’ll connect you with each other. 

“Have patience with all things, but, first of all with your-
self.” – St. Francis de Sales

Women’s Council meetings are held on the first Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall (light 

refreshments will be served). All women of Saint Francis de 
Sales are automatic members of the  Women’s Council

Please email us at womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com
to be added to our email announcements.

Free Throw Championship Results:The Council’s annual Free 
Throw Championship was held on Saturday, Jan. 28, and nine 
boys and girls advanced to the District Championship on Feb. 
20 at St. Theresa Church in Ashburn. The Council-level winners 
(gender and age group in parentheses) included Will Twetten 
(B9), Alex Phillips (G10), Aiden Olsen (B10), Maddie Shea (G11), Will Shockey 
(B11), Aidan James (B12), Caitlin Orender (G13), Peter 
Twetten (B13) and Dillon James (B14). (St. Francis de Sales parishioners are in 
bold)

Knights Pilgrimage On Saturday, March 25, St. Francis Council and St. Louis 
Martin Council (Ashburn) have tentatively scheduled a joint council pilgrimage to 
the Saint John Paul II Shrine in DC. The initial plan is to either carpool or take a bus 
down to DC from St. Theresa Church, tour the shrine and the St. Thomas More ex-
hibit as a group, and celebrate Mass at the shrine with a priest from St. Theresa who 
would accompany us. Stay tuned for more details, but save the date!

Next Degree Ceremony at SFDS: Our next Council degree ceremony is Monday, 
Mar. 27, when we will host a joint Admissions (First) and Fraternal (Second) Degree 
in the Knights Hall. If you have a man in mind that you would like to invite to join 
the Knights, it’s a great time to talk to him about attending that evening. Please let 
GK Dave Matheson or DGK Ben Cox know if you receive a signed Form 100 so 
we can get him on the agenda for a vote at an upcoming business meeting before the 
degree ceremony.

Irish Eyes Will Be Smiling Again: Save the date for the second annual St. Francis 
Council concert benefiting Virginians with intellectual disabilities, again featur-
ing world-renowned Irish tenor Mark Forrest. This year’s event will take place on 
Saturday, April 22 (the Saturday after Easter). Anyone who wishes to be a part of 
the planning or staffing for the event, please contact Brother Jay Hallam at light-
bird14@gmail.com. Tickets will go on sale soon for this concert, which drew rave 
reviews last year.

Transfer from Another Council? Have you recently moved to the area and joined 
our parish? If you are already a Knight and would like to transfer into St. Francis 
Council, please see any man with a Knights badge for a Form 100. You may also 
attend one of our two meetings during the month, which take place on the second 
and fourth Mondays at 7:30pm in the downstairs Knights Hall. We would be happy 
to help you transfer over at any meeting.

Join the Knights of Columbus Today! Find out how you can be a part of the 
largest Catholic men’s organization in the world, nearly two million members and 
growing, and discover how the Knights can support you, your family, your faith 
and your community. Contact GK Dave Matheson or Chancellor Richard Byrd 
richardbyrd_08@hotmail.com, or look for any man wearing a Knights name badge. 

 ****
www.KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)

www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
Grand Knight 2016-17: 

Dave Matheson (grandknight11136@gmail.com or 240-654-7556)
Like us on Facebook at “KofC11136”

St. Francis Council 11136 

Separated? Divorced? Widowed??? 
The Rebuilding Program sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington Office for Famil 
Life helps people of all faiths who are separated, divorced, or widowed and want to 
move on with their lives. The nine week program starts Sunday, February 26th and 
meets Sunday evenings 5:30 - 8:pm at the St. Martin De Porres Center in Alexan-
dria. Topics include adaptation, grief, anger, self-worth, openness, love, and related-
ness. For more information email facilitator@copingrebuilding.com, visit us on the 
web at www.copingrebuilding.com or call us at 703-596-2673.

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY
Enroll in our Apologetics Seminar Package 
today
Diocesan Price of $90 for the package!  
The three apologetics seminars below are being offered at a 
special package price of only $90 ($30 p\er course). Be sure to 
enroll before February 13!
Making the Case for Christ
Strengthen your faith and prepare yourself to better perform 
spiritual works of mercy! Develop objective and persuasive 
reasons for belief that you can share with family and friends 
who may doubt the historical reality, divinity, or resurrection of 
Jesus. Offered Feb. 6 - 27.
How Are We Saved?
Given our increasingly secular and atheistic society,many peo-
ple today doubt the reality of heaven and the afterlife, especially 
young people. Many Catholics are confused about how we are 
saved to eternal life in heaven. This seminar presents Catholic 
Church teaching on why it was necessary for Jesus Christ to 
suffer and die for us and how we can accept this most precious 
gift of salvation. Offered March 13 - April 3
Why Do We Need the Church?
Many people today consider themselves to be “spiritual” but 
not “religious.” Surveys show that over half of American adults 
do not regularly attend church and only 20% of Catholics born 
after 1970 attend Mass. This apologetics seminar will help 
us respond to this alarming and growing trend by exploring 
key reasons why active involvement in the life of the Church, 
especially the Mass, is Christ’s will for his followers. All Catho-
lics will appreciate this unique seminar as an opportunity to 
strengthen their faith and learn valuable information for sharing 
with family and friends who do not attend Mass. Offered 
July 3 - 24,
Register today! cdu.catalog.instructure.com and use promo 
code CDU15ARLINGTON to qualify for the special price.


