
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 
noon Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the afternoon 
and evening, with Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle 
School Youth Group / MAC-PAC Holy Hour. A Holy Hour 
for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 
12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:30-11:30am 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday 
at  10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last 
Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

Nativity 
of the 
Lord     

December 25, 2016

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Ms. Emily Glass, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mrs. Maria Alvarenga, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, 
please let us know by calling or dropping a note.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Remnant of Jesus' actual crib preserved in a silver reliquary at St. Mary Major Basilica in Rome



     

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Saturday., Dec. 24 Late Advent Weekday
   9:00 am deceased members of the Kupka and   
   Rees families
Saturday., Dec. 24 Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord
   5:00 pm + Judith Missler
   5:10 pm People of the Parish
   8:00 pm Kay Tewell
 10:30 pm Renza Bartlett
Sunday. Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord
   8:30 am + Rev. Joseph Salomone
 10:30 am + Helene and Franz Englisch
 12:30 pm The James Family
Monday, Dec. 26 Saint Stephen
        9:00 am + Stephen D’Elia
Tuesday, Dec. 27 Saint John
   6:30 am Don Cram
Wednesday, Dec. 28 The Holy Innocents
   9:00 am Lois Gallagher
Thursday., Dec. 29 5th Day within the Octave of Christmas
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Friday., Dec. 30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and   
   Joseph
   6:30 am Compassionate Heart of Mary
 12:00 noon Holy Souls in Purgatory
Saturday., Dec. 31 7th Day within the Octave of Christmas
   9:00 am + Fr. Michael C. Kelly
Saturday., Dec. 31 Vigil:  Solemnity of Mary, the Holy   
   Mother of God  
   5:00 pm + Verona and John McCarthy 
Sunday. Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother   
   of God
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Brian Burgess
 10:30 am + Tom and Ethel West
 12:30 pm + Thomas Frankhouser
   5:00 pm + Jesse Carrizales, Sr.

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, December 31
 5pm:  Fr. Escalante
Sunday, January 1
 7am:  Fr. Escalante  
 8:30am: Fr. Escalante
 10:30am: Fr. Mullaney
 12:30pm: Fr. Mullaney
 5pm:  Fr. Mullaney

Saturday, December 24
 5pm: Fr. Escalante  
     5:10pm: Fr. Mullaney
     8pm: Fr. Mullaney
   10:30pm: Fr. Escalante   
Sunday, December 25  
 8:30am: Fr. Escalante    
   10:30am:  Fr. Mullaney              
   12:30pm: Fr. Escalante

The Parish Office will be closed 
Monday, December 26

Monday, January 2

We wish all of our parish families 
a joyful and blessed Christmas celebration! In-pew Offertory - December 18 $   19,830

  2nd Coll. - Parish Maintenance  $     3,461

YEAR TO DATE   $ 505,699

Electronic Offertory for November   
Offertory:    $    29,210
Building Our Faith:                     $     2,057
Faith In Action:                             $     4,114

Parish Financial Status

THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD
  On this day of gifts and gift giving, it seems appropriate that we take a moment 
to reflect on the great gift of God’s Word. Because it is creative, God’s Word always 
points to its author, always calls us to respond. Because it is powerful, God’s Word 
can link the sublime with the ridiculous, the transcendent with the immanent, the 
divine with the human. Because it is graceful, God’s Word establishes a relationship 
of deep intimacy between us and God.
  At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing tension between the mysterious 
and the mundane. In our liturgical celebration, this unresolved tension both reveals 
the meaning of life for us and calls us to respond, to act upon that meaning.
  Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word is a gift that keeps on giving 
and keeps on calling us to give in return. It dares us to be like the gift giver and to 
become gifts for others, not only at Christmas, but at every moment of life.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2016

The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness

 has not overcome it.

— John 1:5

Monday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Thursday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40
Friday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17];  Ps 128:1-5; Mt 2:13-15,  
  19-23
Saturday:  1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q. What time was Jesus born? –Luke
A. We don’t know the exact time but the Gospel of Luke 2:8-12 (how 
about that, same name as yours!) records that shortly after Jesus was 
born an angel announced to the shepherds who were keeping watch 
at night, likely past the shepherds’ bedtime, that the Savior of the 
world was just born: “And in that region there were shepherds out 
in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with fear.  And the angel said to them, ‘Be 
not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will 
come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’” We at least know that Jesus was 
born while the shepherds were keeping a night watch and it was dark.  
So Jesus would have been born between late evening and early dawn. 
 
Q. Does the “Our Father” that we say at Mass count as a (confes-
sion) penance? –WPW
A. No. The Our Father is prayer within the Mass while the penance 
prayer given to you at confession counts as a prayer you need to say 
separately.
 
Q. Can you stay in Purgatory forever?  Can you go to hell from 
Purgatory? –Anonymous
A. Everyone eventually goes to heaven after purgatory—no excep-
tions!
 
Q. Are Catholics allowed to lay hands or pray over someone? –SBC
A. Yes. This gesture of prayer pre-dates Christianity and can be traced 
back to our Jewish ancestry.
 

Wishing all of you a very Merry Christmas!
 
  May you, your family and loved ones have the most Blessed and 
Merriest Christmas this year!
 
  We thank Our Savior Jesus Christ for all the blessings we’ve had 
in the parish this year. There’s not enough room in this column to de-
scribe just how much more exciting our parish is going to be in 2017.  
The upcoming year is our 50th anniversary as a parish (September 
1,1967-2017) and I have been “secretly” working with a few of your 
fellow parishioners on some of the exciting things we’ve got lined up 
to commemorate our golden anniversary. Take my word for it, our 
50th is truly going to be a “golden” year!

  So far I’ve only given you just a few hints of what we’re work-
ing on to treat our wonderful parishioners with immense gifts that will 
greatly benefit you spiritually for the next several years. You’ve heard 
some of them like the urgently needed new pews, non-slip porcelain 
floor in place of torn carpets, crucifix and maybe a couple of other 
things.  ut stay tuned. Keep reading my Shepherd’s Notes column 
for the next several weeks as I gradually unfold to you the more than 
two dozen spiritually life changing church improvements we’ve been 
preparing for you. These blessings will astound you beyond your 
expectation. We’re scheduled to complete everything by September 
17, 2017.  It’s the same weekend as our next parish picnic. Now that 
I have more definitive project deadlines submitted to me, I can finally 
formally invite Bishop Burbidge, our new bishop, to consecrate our 
new altar on September 17. I spoke to him briefly about our renova-
tion plans on the eve of his installment as our bishop (December 5) 
and he was very excited and asked me to write him a letter of invita-
tion and the date when we’re celebrating.

  FYI: Our long awaited roof repair will begin shortly after Janu-
ary 1 and you’ll also start seeing work on renovating the choir loft 
area.
 

We need help on our Bell tower
 
         Our 350-lb. church bell is not mounted properly in the church 
tower and needs to come down and remounted. Is there anyone in 
the parish who knows how to get this down? We have a plan to care 
for our bell and be able to ring it again. A closer look and you will see 
that it is strangely held up there by four rods instead of being mounted 
onto something. The bell company also advised us to treat the heavily 
rusted screw/groove that is keeping the bell up there. The company 
says that if we could take it down ourselves it would save us a lot of 
money than have them to do it. The rental lift alone is $1,000 a day.  
Contact me directly if you can help get our bell down.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

•

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Pat-
terson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, 
Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick 
Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, 
LTJG Scott Cypher, Cap. Vincent Jovene, 1st  Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, A1C Joshua Jovene, 1LT. Jared Willard, Joe 
Pultro, LTC Greg Cannata, LCpl Paul Cotter, 2dLt Rachel Jo-
vene, GySgt Jose O Ruiz Pedroza, PFC Jorge A Lara Pedroza, 
2nd LT Ross Mentzer

The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, 
Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach 
Miller, Jack and Phyllis Heller

The Deceased: Robert Krill, Sonya Hall, John Andrew Boswell, 
John Arthur Boswell, Francis Rathjen, David Heaslip, Jack Heller, 
Joseph Loughran, Helen Swigon

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Help needed to take down our church bell!—If you are able to help us bring 
down the church bell up in the tower for maintenance and proper remounting, 
please contact me directly. We have a plan to have our church bell ring again—
and often! First, we need to figure out a way to lower it back to earth.

• In need of new volunteer Fundraising Coordinator—Our wonderful coordina-
tor, Paul Kerstanski, who pioneered Bella Notte and other fundraisers relocated 
with his job in the state of Washington. We need a successor to continue our efforts 
to continue to raise funds for our new parish center. Your help is greatly needed.  
Contact me directly if God is calling you for this service!

• Pick up the 2017 Catholic Church Calendar—starting this weekend after Mass. 
Say prayers in thanksgiving to our parishioner, George Snyder, who donated the 
calendars again to the parish.
 
• Christmas present for you—If you didn’t get your Christmas gift from the 
parish last week, please take one this weekend.  It’s a yellow-colored book titled, 
“Resisting Happiness” by Matthew Kelly.  For now please take home 1 copy per 
family.  After Christmas you may take the leftover copies and pass them around.

• Write your dedication on a brick…in church!—You now have an opportunity 
to place your permanent dedication etched on a brick on the church property:  in 
front of the new parish center.  Proceeds go directly to pay our center’s mortgage.  
See enclosed flyer for details or go to our website: www.saintfrancisparish.org.

• Photo Directory for sale—We ordered a limited amount of parish photo directo-
ries for those who want extra copies or if you did not get your picture taken.  Each 
directory is $12.

• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up 
for hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home. Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, 
at dianewaller@msn.com.  Go to our parish website and click under Pilgrim Vir-
gin Statue and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick up the statue in the narthex 
after the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for 
the next person to host our Blessed Mother. Great blessings will come along your 
way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home. She will not be 
outdone in generosity! [Note: No need to wait 6 months to repeat reserving the 
Pilgrim Virgin anymore. We’ll try once every two months!]
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last September’s pledge 
drive, you can still sign up online. Everyone in the parish is asked to make 
a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a week. Go to our website (www.
saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.
rosarygraces.com for more info.
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

 

Got ‘em!
• 1st set of donated commemorative bricks now installed in front of the parish 
center.  Now’s your chance to add more!

• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray 
a minimum of 1 rosary a week. As of this writing we have reached the 37% mark 
(38,044 total reported) of our goal (100,000) of the rosaries that have been report-
edly prayed at our website since September 12, 2015.  Keep it up, faithful children 
of Mary. We’ve been getting many nice blessings lately as a parish and we can 
only expect more!

8th Annual Diocesan Men’s Conference
All men of the parish are invited to the eighth annual diocesan 
Men’s Conference on March 4th, 2017 at St. Joseph’s Church, 
Herndon,VA. This year’s conference-entitled Girding for Battle 
-will feature renowned speakers Dr. Scott Hahn and Dr. Ralph 
Martin, along with Fr. James Searby. Breakfast, lunch and Mass 
with Bishop Burbidge will be included. Go to www.arlingtondio-
cese.org/men for more details or to register. Registration begins 
January 1st. Early bird registration is $55 until February 1 and $65 
after.  Attendance is limited to 750 and there will be NO registration 
at the door. Parking will be limited at the Church to carpools (3 or 
more per car) only. Additional parking will be available two blocks 
away.  

Marriage Convalidations
If you need to have your marriage “blessed” (convalidated) in the 
Catholic Church, please contact me directly. Help is available!  
Read my Shepherd’s Notes column online for details: 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

BULLETIN ADVERTISERS
We are very fortunate to have the support of our advertisers to 
offset the cost of printing our bulletin. Please thank them when you 
can, and give them the support of your business. Also, mention you 
saw their ad in the St. Francis de Sales bulletin. For information on 
advertising in our bulletin, please contact J.S. Paluch at 800-524-
0263







Emily Glass Director of Youth Ministry 
540-338-6381 or e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education Calendar

CONFIRMATION POTLUCK SUPPER
The Confirmation Candidates and their Sponsors are invited to the potluck 
supper on Sunday evening, January 8, at 6pm (after the 5pm Mass), the 
Feast of the Epiphany! This gathering is a good opportunity to bring the spon-
sors and candidates together in preparation for your upcoming Confirmation 
in the spring. 
All Candidates and sponsors are expected to attend this supper. If a 
sponsor cannot attend, a parent can stand in their place.
Candidate, be prepared to stand up and introduce your sponsor and tell us 
all how that person has influenced your life and has been a 
witness to the faith!
Please bring your favorite dish (entree, salad or dessert) to share.
All are invited to attend the 5pm Teen Mass before the supper. We look 
forward to seeing you!

No Classes again until Wednesday, January 4. 
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

40 Hours Devotion – Adorers Needed!
40 Hours Devotion is a traditional custom where the Eucharistic is exposed 
in adoration for forty straight hours. Jesus in the garden asked his Apostles 
“Couldn’t you watch with me for one hour?” (Mt.26:40). He asks the same 
question to us today. Can you spend one hour with Jesus? To sign up to 
adore Jesus and learn more about 40 Hours Devotion, visit the website at 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/40-hour-devotion. 

The mind of Christ is to be learned in the family. Strength of 
character may be acquired at work, but beauty of character 
is learned at home.                     —Henry Drummond

MERRY CHRISTMAS! – Have a joyful and warm 
Christmas celebrating our King!

TEEN MASS – Every Sunday at 5pm. All high 
school teens are welcome! Join us in the front left 4 
rows of the church as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together. 

YOUTH NIGHT – Join us on Sundays from 6:00-
8pm for fellowship, food, and fun. Bring a friend!! All 
high schoolers are welcome! 

MARCH FOR LIFE – Join us for the Life is Very 
Good rally at George Mason University and then 
the March for Life in DC on January 27th. There is 
no school that day, so sign up for an awesome day 
defending life with your friends instead! RSVP by 
e-mailing e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org

ONE-ACT PLAY – Interested in being part of a 
one-act play to compete in a diocese-wide high 
school competition? We still need actors! E-mail 
e.glass@saintfrancisparish.org 

CHRISTMAS DANCE – Save the date: January 
7th for a Christmas Dance at Holy Trinity parish. 
Details to come!

HOMELESS SHELTER – We will be cooking for 
the homeless shelter on 1/9/17 from 4:30-6pm in 
the parish center kitchen, then serving the food on 
1/10/17 from 4:45-7pm.

"BEHOLD the dear Infant Jesus. Let the little Babe of Bethlehem 
be forever the delight and love of our heart. Alas, how fair He is! I 
had a hundred times rather see this dear little Babe in His crib than 
to see all the kings of the earth on their thrones. O God, I think 
Him more glorious on this throne than Solomon was on his throne 
of ivory. The great St. Joseph makes us share in his consolation; 
the sovereign Mother in her love; and the divine Infant wills to 
diffuse His merits over our heart. Repose near Him as sweetly as 
you can. He will not fail to fill your heart with love. May the joy and 
consolation of the Son and of the Mother be forever the gladness 
of our soul.”  - St. Francis de Sales



Looking for the Longest 
Married Couple in 2017
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is searching 
for the longest married couple. One national 
winner and winners from each of the 50 states 
are recognized each year. This project is held 
to honor the commitment of married couples 
and to give hope and inspiration to younger 
couples that they too can have long and last-
ing marriages. Nominations must be received 
by January 10th, 2017. To nominate a couple 
you know, please visit us at http://wwme.org 
or contact us directly at 321-804-2310.

Give a Gift for Life 
Please give a Gift for Life this season to help 
Gabriel Project fund a mother’s maternity 
care.  One grateful mother wrote: "When my 
pregnancy test came back positive, I did not 
know what to do – whether to have my baby 
or not. I was so confused but I heard about 
Gabriel Project and decided to call them. 
That’s when I decided to keep my baby and I 
am so thankful.” For more information and/
or to donate:  www.arlingtondiocese.org/
giftforlife 

Please give a Gift for Life this season to help 
Project Rachel provide healing retreats to 
those who suffer the effects of abortion. One 
retreatant wrote: “This retreat was a profound 
awakening of God’s grace and mercy in each 
of us. I cannot thank you enough for the sup-
port, prayer, and confidentiality to which the 
team embraced our pain and went with us to 
our dark places and showed us the light of 
love and new beginnings.” For more informa-
tion and/or to donate:  www.arlingtondiocese.
org/giftforlife 

THE MINISTRY OF PRAISE
St. Francis de Sales' group of dedicated peo-
ple of prayer, is  on its third decade of service.  
The faithful team of seniors and the home-
bound pray fervently for the needs of our 
parish with amazing results. We are currently 
inviting anyone interested in joining our team 
to contact Angela at the St. Francis de Sales 
office (please designate Ministry of Praise on 
e-mail). Those who wish to have concerns 
prayed for may write their prayers and slip 
them into the Ministry of Praise box attached 
to the wall in the Narthax. You can also visit 
our webpage at www.saintfrancisparish.org/
prayer-requests/ and fill out the form and send 
the request on-line.



The Women’s Council will be organizing two events in 
January that will require prepared food donations.  If you 
don’t receive our periodic emails, please let us know so 
we can be sure to reach you with our news and events --- 
email us at womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com.  

March 11, 2017 - Women’s Conference – Special 
guest speaker Immaculée Ilibagiza.  Organized by the 
Catholic Diocese of Arlington - registration details to be 
announced at a later date.

I wish not merely to be called Christian, but also to be 
Christian.  – St. Ignatius of Antioch

Women’s Council meetings are held on the first Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall (light re-

freshments will be served). All women of Saint Francis de 
Sales are automatic members of the  Women’s Council

Please email us at womenscouncil.sfds@gmail.com
to be added to our email announcements.

Next Council Meeting: Plan to attend the January business meet-
ing on Monday, January 9, at 7:30pm, and lend your voice to the 
decisions being made by your Council. You can also join in our 
pre-meeting Rosary for vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life beginning at 7pm in either the main church or the oratory.

Party Time! The Council’s annual Christmas party, held in the Knights Hall in con-
junction with Holy Family Council of Leesburg, will take place on Saturday, January 
7, after the 5pm Mass. Cocktails at 6pm, dinner at 7pm and cost is $18 per person. 
RSVP by December 30 to GK Dave Matheson by phone or text (240-654-7556), 
by email or in person. Once again, the evening will include a “Den of Thieves” gift 
exchange. Please see the email sent out last Tuesday for more details, or contact Dave 
with any questions. Members and their spouses, and widows, only.

December Newsletter The December issue of St. Francis Council’s new newsletter, 
“Compass Point,” has been posted to our website, www.kofc11136.org. No log-in 
necessary. Simply scroll down to the bottom of the home page, and look for the post-
ing to the right just below the Council Officers section. If you do not have internet ac-
cess and would like to receive a printed version of the newsletter, please let GK Dave 
Matheson know. We will be happy to mail one out to you going forward.

Tee Time!  The Council will hold an outing at Top Golf of Ashburn (One Loudoun) 
this Wednesday evening, December 28. With food and drinks available, it will be a 
fun event even if you don’t consider yourself a “golfer.” Membership prospects are 
welcome and are free!! The more Brothers who participate, the lower the cost per 
person, which will be subsidized by the Council. Message Recorder Jay Hallam at 
lightbird14@gmail.com to put your name on the list.

Pancake Breakfast Our next Pancake Breakfast will be on Sunday, January 8, due 
to New Year’s Day falling on the first Sunday of the month. If possible, please sign 
up as soon as you see the email if you and/or your family members are available to 
assist. If you have trouble with the link, just email, call or text GK Dave Matheson 
directly with your availability. Last month’s breakfast came dangerously close to be-
ing canceled due to lack of manpower, but we had a number of Brothers step up over 
the final few days leading up to the event (A BIG, BIG thank you to those Brothers 
and their families!). Our last breakfast raised over $200 for FOCUS, the Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students.

National March for Life  The Knights of Columbus, which holds as a core value the 
sanctity of life from conception to natural death, always has a major presence at the 
National March for Life in DC, which will take place on Friday, January 27. Contact 
Angela Baker in the parish office if you would like to ride on the church’s bus, 
which is sponsored by our Council. There are also opportunities for Virginia Brother 
Knights to serve as marshals for the March (if interested, sign up at http://tinyurl.com/
KofC2017MFL). More information is at www.marchforlife.org.

Congratulations are in Order: This fall, we have had six new Knights join St. 
Francis Council and seven Brothers reach the Second and/or Third Degree. Please 
congratulate these men if you see them at Mass or other parish events. First Degree: 
Gregory Cannata, Wes Cantrall, Ian Keith, Tim Roach, Rick Ross, Steve Weik; Sec-
ond Degree: Greg Cannata, Gregory Cannata, Daniel Matheson, Steve Weik; Third 
Degree: Greg Cannata, Lothar Erbe, Chuck Gavelek, Tim Sparbanie, Steve Weik. 
Way to go, gentlemen!

Join the Knights of Columbus Today! Find out how you can be a part of the largest 
Catholic men’s organization in the world, nearly two million members and grow-
ing, and discover how the Knights can support you, your family, your faith and your 
community. Contact GK Dave Matheson or Chancellor Richard Byrd (richardb-
yrd_08@hotmail.com), or look for any man wearing a Knights name badge.

 
 ****

www.KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)
www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)

Grand Knight 2016-17: 
Dave Matheson (grandknight11136@gmail.com or 240-654-7556)

Like us on Facebook at “KofC11136”

St. Francis Council 11136 news

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2016
Universal: End to Child-Soldiers
That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated the 
world over.
Evangelization: Europe
That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the beauty, 
goodness, and truth of the Gospel which gives joy and 
hope to life.

MARCH FOR LIFE 2017
Friday January 27.  Sign up starts now!  The bus will leave 
from St. Francis in the morning to GMU for the rally spon-
sored by our Diocese, “Life is Very Good”, then proceed to 
DC for the March.  The excitement, music, fellowship, and 
the Mass at the rally will be an inspirational event in your 
life! Tickets are $17 for the entire day with lunch. How 
do I sign up? Please submit your name, email, and phone 
with a check for $17 to the office. Make checks payable to 
St. Francis de Sales t Teens can give their sign up to Emily 
Glass at Youth Group nights.  The date is a teacher work 
day. Let us be powerful witnesses to the value of life. If you 
have any questions please direct them to Sue- cypher6@
verizon.net.  


