
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
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Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mr. Phillip Goode, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish commu-
nity. You may fill out a registration form in the parish 
office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us
 know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 
noon Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and 
evening, with Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School 
Youth Group / MAC-PAC Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect 
Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  
10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of 
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and ad-
minister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please 
call the office to let us know your needs.

The Epiphany of the Lord        January 3, 2016

Happy Epiphany 2016 & Happy New Year!



  
  
 

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat.,Jan. 2  Saints Basil the Great and Gregory   
   Nazianzen
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., Jan. 2  Vigil: The Epiphany of the Lord
    5:00 pm + John Shanahan
Sun., Jan. 3  The Epiphany of the Lord
   7:00 am +Neal Brown
   8:30 am +Ray Pluto
 10:30 am deceased members of the Summer & Butts 
    families
 12:30 pm + Connie Durcsak
   6:00 pm +Alma Bonner
Mon., Jan. 4 Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
        9:00 am + Randy Taylor
Tue., Jan. 5  Saint John Neumann
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Wed., Jan. 6 Christmas Weekday
   9:00 am + Bonnie Selvick
Thu., Jan. 7  Christmas Weekday
   6:30 am + Raymond Franda
Fri., Jan. 8  Christmas Weekday
   6:30 am Joshua Stocks 
 12:00 pm Compassionate Heart of Mary
Sat.,Jan. 9  Christmas Weekday
   9:00 am Muriel Vogel
Sat., Jan. 9  Vigil: The Baptism of the Lord
    5:00 pm + Paul Hudak
Sun., Jan. 10 The Baptism of the Lord
   7:00 am + Neal Brown
   8:30 am + Rose Havnoonian
 10:30 am deceased members of the D’Elia & Curran  
   families
 12:30 pm + Caroline Jakubowski
   6:00 pm + Jack Gallagher

In-pew Offertory - December 20 $     16,272
YEAR TO DATE   $   452,720
2nd Collection - Parish Maintenance   
    $       2,232  

Parish Financial Status

This Week
Sun., Jan. 3 No Adult Basketball
Tue., Jan. 5 Bible Study - Acts  10am, Room 113
  Bible Study - Psalms  10am, Room  202, 210
  Adult Catechism  7:30pm
  Walking With Purpose  7:30pm, Rooms 207, 208
  Bible Study - Psalms  7:30pm, Rooms 202, 210
  RCIA  7:30pm, Room 107
Wed., Jan. 6 SoulStitch  9:30am, Parish Hall
  Nar-Anon  7pm, Parish Hall
  Bible Study - Acts  7pm, Rooms 205, 206
  Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Oratory
Sat., Jan. 9 That Man is You  6:30am, Rooms 107, 113

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, January 2
 5pm:  Father Escalante
Sunday, January 3
 7am:  Father Escalante
 8:30am: Father Escalante
 10:30am:  Father Mullaney
 12:30pm:  Father Mullaney
 6pm: Father Mullaney

Saturday, January 9
 5pm:  Father Mullaney
Sunday, January 10
 7am:  Father Mullaney
 8:30am: Father Mullaney
 10:30am:  Father Escalante
 12:30pm:  Father Escalante
 6pm: Father Escalante

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wed.: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10 or Ps  
 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30;  Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 
 3:4- 7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
January 3, 2016

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! 
Your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
— Isaiah 60:1

LOOKING IN THE RIGHT PLACES
  “Appearances can be deceiving,” as the saying goes. As we celebrate 
the epiphania, the “appearing” of the eternal Word of God on earth, this is 
still true.
  What rapturous foresight must have filled Isaiah as he wrote the words 
we hear today. How, for four hundred years, they must have filled the hearts 
of the people of Israel with hope for the day when God’s glory would shine 
on them. How deceived some must have felt when the glory of God came to 
them in the lowliest and humblest of human lives.
  We have many expectations about how the divine presence will appear 
among us. But we can also set ourselves up, through these expectations, to 
miss the divine glory when it truly appears. We get caught up in looking for 
the star, forgetting that the star is not the divine sign, the babe is. It may take 
a persistent journey for us to come upon the true appearance of God’s glory 
in our lives: Jesus Christ.                                                        Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  What does EMHC mean on the pew in front near the 
piano in church? –DGB
A.  The letters stand for: Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. That section is the waiting area for those 
authorized by the bishop to help distribute Holy Commu-
nion. They gather there just before the Lamb of God part of 
the Mass. 
 
Q.  If you go to a Catholic Church that also offer com-
munion with the Precious Blood of Christ in a cup, would 
it be a sin not to take it? –Elliot Boyko
A.  Not at all, there is no sin from skipping communion 
from the cup.  It is totally optional to receive the consecrated 
wine. Jesus is completely present in the Eucharistic Bread 
alone (Body, Blood, Soul & Divinity) and therefore you are 
already receiving both the Sacred Body and the Precious 
Blood of Jesus. Jesus is also completely present in the 
consecrated wine alone. The Church has actually declared 
it a heresy to believe that one must receive from the cup to 
receive the Precious Blood. The person who receives com-
munion under both species (consecrated bread and wine) 
also does not receive extra blessings or graces by receiving 
communion twice in the same Mass.  The entire sacramental 
grace of the Eucharist is received under one species.
 
Q.  If you had coffee 45 minutes before you would receive 
Holy Communion, should you refrain from receiving the 
Eucharist?  Also, on another occasion I once inadvertently 
popped a mint into my mouth.  In both situations I didn’t 
receive communion because 60 minutes hadn’t passed.  
Was the right thing to do? –“Confused seeking sainthood”
A.  Yes, you did the appropriate and saintly thing to do. 
Catholic Church law mandates the 1-hour Eucharistic fast 
and a pastor cannot even dispense a parishioner from this 
discipline. [Note: Medicine and water does not break the fast 
and may be taken as needed.]  Before anyone thinks this is 
a “harsh” rule, until the early 1960’s Catholics had to fast 
from Midnight until after Holy Communion!  Some Catho-
lics couldn’t go to communion on some Sundays if they 
have to work and need to eat before Mass. This was also the 
reason why Christmas Midnight Mass was so popular and 
well attended.  Back then Vigil Masses weren’t in existence 
so the earliest you could attend Mass for Christmas was 
Midnight. Picture this: You could have late dinner on De-
cember 24 and not have a long fast and then go to Midnight 
Mass. Afterwards you would have the entire Christmas day 
with your family for a nice big breakfast followed by the ex-
citement of opening the Christmas presents. If Vigil Masses 
weren’t around and the Eucharist fast was still very strict 
every parish would still have packed Midnight Masses. Now 
there are fewer Midnight Masses due to lack of attendance. 
Even Christmas Day Masses have dramatically shrunk for 
the same reason. But Easter Sundays are still packed be-
cause there is only one late Vigil Mass permitted and it is not 
well attended because it is usually 2-3 hours long (or more)!  
This is really unfortunate because Easter Vigil is the most 
important and glorious of all the Masses in the entire liturgi-
cal calendar.  [By the way, I don’t think you’re a “confused” 
person at all. With a good conscience and respect for the 
Eucharist like yours I think you’re quite saintly already!]Stand up for Sanctity of Life!  Sign up will begin in January for our 

bus trip to the National Mall on Friday, January 22, 2016. 

Happy Epiphany & Happy New Year
 
            May 2016 become an even better for all of us! Are you looking for ideas for 
New Year’s resolution? How about starting with the observance of the Jubilee Year 
of Mercy? There’s no better time to start out spiritually fresh than turning to the guid-
ance of Pope Francis as to how we can get closer in our relationship with Our Lord 
Jesus this year.
            A good way to examine what acts of mercy we can draw inspiration from 
would be the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. The works of mercy are 
defined in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (2447) as: "The works of mercy are 
charitable actions by which we come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and 
bodily necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting are spiritual works 
of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing wrongs patiently. The corporal works of 
mercy consist especially in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing 
the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead. Among all these, 
giving alms to the poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is also a 
work of justice pleasing to God.
  For simple suggestions on applying these works of mercy I recommend this 
website: www.oratoryschools.org/memos/January2015/Practical-Suggestions.pdf
            Have you gone to confession yet? No spiritual resolution is complete without 
receiving the sacrament of reconciliation. The Jubilee Year of Mercy should be the 
very incentive you need if you haven’t gone in a while. This is the only guaranteed 
way that we cut ourselves off from our past sins. Our Advent confession promo (Pink 
Slip Sunday) drew over 265 penitents in 4 days of hearing confession with one final 
night (Dec. 23) to go (usually the largest crowd) before Christmas. Every year our 
parish is blessed to have many come back to the sacraments during Advent and Lent 
and we certainly welcome them home.
 

How about including the Rosary for your resolution?
 
            Another great way I highly recommend to anyone who wants to make a big 
leap to becoming a super follower of Jesus in a short time is by praying the rosary 
regularly.  Each day you wait to pray this beautiful devotion is another day of missed 
opportunity to receive spectacular graces. This simple prayer has made gazillion 
saints over the centuries and you could be next! We have a website designed to help 
you pray the rosary the easy way and how you can increase your participation in it. 
Just go to www.rosarygraces.com or visit www.saintfrancisparish.org. 
 

Help our persecuted Christian brothers & sisters
 
            The Knights of Columbus have set up a website to efficiently raise funds to 
support our persecuted Christian brothers and sisters especially the refugees in Mus-
lim countries. Please visit this website to help: www.christiansatrisk.org. 
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Patter-
son; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, 
Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. 
Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady, LanceCpl 
Zachary Gingras, 1stLT Kristin Dembia, ENS 
Scott Cypher, 1st Lt. Vincent Jovene 2nd Lt. Jamie 
(Jovene) Liddle, AB Joshua Jovene
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, 
Brian DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Ber-
gen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
Pilar Vayas Galvan,  Nedgelka Fourney, Alice Poel, 
Neal Brown, Don Mowe, Lloyd Tracey, Sand 
Dinh Nguyen, Lillian Risceck, Mary Ivey, Theresa 
Schoeb

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• New Altar Servers’ training—Father Mullaney will be holding a training session for new altar 
servers on Saturday, January 9 from 11:30am to 1:30pm.  Boys 3rd Grade & up (and attending Mass 
every Sunday) who would like to attend the training need to register by calling the parish office: 
540.338.6381.
 
• Junior Altar Society (JAS) Training—Girls 5th grade and up (and attending Mass every Sunday) 
are invited to join our elite liturgical team (currently 25 active members). We don’t have a date set yet 
but we’re looking for girls who are interested. Please call the parish office to register for a future train-
ing either in late January or early February. Their ministry consists of preparing the church for Sunday 
Mass. These specially trained young women wear the distinctive blue, white and gold sash as a sign 
that they have received the proper training on the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist 
and qualified to arrange the sanctuary for the celebration of the Mass. They set up the sacred vessels 
and make sure that the Roman Missal and Lectionary are properly marked for the priest. They also 
reset the altar and the sanctuary after Mass. The JAS team work closely with the priest and the Mass 
coordinators.  The JAS is proud of their important ministry and appreciate learning the intricate details 
of the Mass. Call the parish office (540.338.6381) to register for the training.

• “Blue Light Special”—Spread the word about going to confession. Since it is the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, I am extending my Blue Light Special offer until the end of the extraordinary Jubilee Year 
(November 20, 2016).  This is a good time to return to the sacrament of reconciliation.  So if anyone 
is extra shy about confession tell them that during this special year the max penance I give is 7 Our 
Fathers and 7 Hail Marys for any sin!

• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up for hosting the Pil-
grim Virgin in your home.  Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at dianewaller@msn.com. Go to our 
parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin Statue and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick up the 
statue in the narthex after the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for 
the next person to host our Blessed Mother. Due to the large expected demand for the statue, please 
limit your request to once every 6 months for now. Great blessings will come along your way when 
you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home. She will not be outdone in generosity!
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last month’s pledge drive, you can still sign up 
by filling out the sheet in the pews and return it to the office. Everyone in the parish is asked to make 
a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a week. Go to our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and 
click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www. rosarygraces.com for more info.
 
• Make sure to report rosaries prayed & sign up for clubs thru these emails: To report the number of 
rosaries prayed during the week (or month), go to www.rosarygraces.com and click on “Challenge” 
+”Rosaries prayed.” To sign up for the individual clubs, send your selections to the same website and 
click on “Challenge” + “Pledge Levels & Members” and go down to the bottom of the page to click 
on the email address.
 
• Rosary testimonials needed—If your special petition was granted through praying the rosary, we’d 
like to add it to our testimonial page of our upcoming Rosary Challenge website. Please send me your 
testimonials directly.
 
• New pews donation/dedication--We’re in the process of looking into replacing the church floor and 
all of the pews. We estimate about 50 pews will be needed. Some pews are shorter than the others so 
the price range will be somewhere from $1,500 to $3,000.  Let me know soon if you’re interested in 
reserving a pew so that I can add you to the list.  Payments can be made in installments.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by email (countryp-
arishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!

•  We’re up to 32 donors now who reserved for the new pews.  We have passed the halfway mark of 
the 50 pews needed!
•  Thank you very much for your generous donations to our SHARE Sunday, Coats for Kids and 
Sweats for Vets and the Giving Tree.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated to keep others warm this 
winter.
• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a minimum 
of 1 rosary a week.  As of this writing we have 8,041 rosaries that have been reportedly prayed 
for the website since September 12, 2015.  This is just wonderful!  Keep it up, faithful children 
of Mary.  Mary.  We’ve been getting many  extra blessings lately in our parish and we can only 
expect more!

Below are the names of people along with the 
date of death from our parish since the time 

St. Francis de Sales became a parish in 1967. 
Scripture tells us to pray for the living and the 
dead. Let us commend to the Lord’s mercy the 

following:
David A. May - January 27, 2015

Edmund J. Bighouse - January 23, 2015
David A. Miles - January 14, 2015

Elizabeth Susan Biddle - January 22, 2013
Marian Welsh - January 7, 2012

John A. Bikowski - January 4, 2010
William G. Leonard – January 31, 2009

Stephanie Ann Jackson – January 12, 2009
Carroll Wells Lewis – January 18, 2008

Louise B. Caprio – January 21, 2008
Anastasia B. Barry – January 8, 2007

William Pierce Bragg – January 15, 2005
Grace Loretta Giuggio - January 18, 2004
Richard John Gessner – January 12, 2002
Donna Beth Haddock – January 13, 2002
Grace Maxine Bullick – January 27, 2002
Roger Frank Cressey – January 10, 2001

Robert F. Busher – January 18, 2001
Deborah DeAngelo – January 20, 2001
Catherine Maher – January 28, 2000
Thelma L. Chettle – January 17, 1999

William E. Caggiano – January 18, 1998
Mary Wildes Brown – January 30, 1997

Michaela A. Theerman – January 2, 1996
Anna Marie Gerken – January 3, 1991

Scott Laurence Kidwell – January 1, 1990
John Philip Holland – January 1, 1988
Cecilia E. Williams – January 17, 1988

Elizabeth J. Carruthers – January 18, 1985
George Tredick – January 16, 1984
Emily R. Austin – January 8, 1982

William N. Welsh – January 21, 1980
David C. Schwable – January 17, 1971

Vivian McKay Shrump – January 20, 1970



TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Religious Education Calendar

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - january 2016

CONFIRMATION POTLUCK SUPPER TONIGHT!
This gathering is a good opportunity to bring the sponsors and candi-
dates together in preparation for your upcoming Confirmation in the 
spring. 
Candidates and sponsors are expected to attend this supper. If a 
sponsor cannot attend, a parent can stand in their place.
Candidate, be prepared to stand up and introduce your sponsor and 
tell us all how that person has influenced your life and has been a 
witness to the faith!
Please bring your favorite dish (entree, salad or dessert) to share.
All are invited to attend the 6pm Teen Mass before the supper. We 
look forward to seeing you!

TEEN MASS - Every Sunday at 6pm. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in 
the front left 4 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, Jan 3rd.  Looking forward to 
seeing you at Youth Group in the New Year 2016.  We 
have great things planned.  

Workcamp Meeting - For all teens wanting to go to 
Workcamp, Sunday, Jan 10th, 7-9.  

Informational Workamp Meeting for Parents, 1st 
timers, and anyone wanting information on Workcamp 
on Sunday Jan 10th 4:30-6.

MAC PAC - Coming soon in January.  

Congratulations Victoria and Dominic Corcoran 
for receiving the Volunteer of the Year in Youth Ministry 
given by Bishop Loverde.  You're very presence is an 
outstanding living witness to the teens.  Thanks for all 
you do.   

Advent Prayer Quote - God of joy, during these 
sometimes busy days of Advent, I keep your presence 
before my eyes.  My heart is filled with joy for all you 
have done.  You know the very depths of my soul, yet 
you love me with tenderness that is beyond compare.  
Matthew Kelly.

MAC-PAC GEARING UP FOR THE 
NEW YEAR!
All middle-schoolers are automatically a part of 
our MAC-PAC and are always invited to join us for 
our fun activities and service activities! Watch for 
announcements of all new MAC-PAC events to be 
held in the new year.

Universal:  Interreligious Dialogue That sincere 
dialogue among men and women of different faiths may 
produce the fruits of peace and justice.

Evangelization: Christian Unity  
That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome 
divisions.

WEEK OF JANUARY 3 AND 10
Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
Monday  Pre-School - 10am
  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wednesday Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:30pm

Winter Schedule 2016
 
Are You Born Again?  Entering the Kingdom of God
Tim Staples (Catholic Answers)
Sunday, January 10 @ 6pm
Dinner included; lecture to begin @ 7pm  No RSVP required.
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall, 46639 Algonkian Parkway, Potomac 
Falls 

The Light of the World: A Study of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope
Sunday, January 17 @ 7pm
St. John the Apostle Church Hall, 101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, Leesburg

PRESIDENTIAL CONFERENCE
Crisis: Catholic Higher Education and the Next Generation
Saturday, January 23 @ 9am–3pm RSVP - instituteofcatholicculture.org/
PresidentsConference
Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, 3901 N. Cathedral Lane, Arlington, VA

Seeking Wisdom: Boethius & the Birth of Christian Philosophy
Prof. Mark Wunsch, Ph.L., Ph.D. (cand.)
Saturday, February 6 @ 10am. – 12pm



UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY  
Exodus: Called to Freedom
The Exodus can be viewed as the defining moment in 
Israel's history, for it was then that God called Israel out 
of slavery in Egypt and to a life of freedom as His people. 
Exodus: Called to Freedom looks through the lens of Christ 
and the Church to show that, more than just seeking to free 
His people from the domination of Pharaoh, God desired 
to free His people from the far more sinister tyranny of sin, 
so they could live the authentic freedom that belongs to 
children of God. Because of this, the Exodus story is not 
just Israel's story, it is our story as well; it tells us who God 
is and what He calls us to be. The Exodus bible study starts 
January 12th. To register visit www.saintfrancisparish.org, 
and click on the Adult Education/Bible study tab. Copies 
of the registration form can also be picked up at the parish 
office. For more information contact James Blankenship at 
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org. 

WOMEN’S COUNCIL MEET AND GREET
Saturday, January 9, 9:30-10:30am

Please join us for a  'Women’s Council  Meet & Greet' Saturday, January 9th from 
9:30am - 10:30am, immediately following the 9am Mass. Donuts and coffee will be 
provided!
Continuing, and expanding, on the WC's activities is the goal! 
Our desire: To see the WC continue to grow, flourish, and instruct the 
women of the parish.  

Mission Statement:
To support, empower, and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership, 

and service. To serve the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Arlington with 
humility, reverence, and obedience to the authority of the Bishop.

The WC' actions and activities have stemmed from the Spiritual and Corporal Works of 
Mercy, with our main focus on the Spiritual Work of Mercy: To Instruct the 
Ignorant. This has been sought through:
•  bi-monthly meetings
•  Rosary, novenas, and prayer 
• The Five First Saturdays Devotion - information, reminders, and participation
• trips [National Museum of Women In the Arts (guided tour and exhibit: Picturing 
Mary: Woman, Mother, Idea), Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception (Virtual Pilgrimage, and Global Rosary lead by Pope Francis), National Shrine 
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Basilica, National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (guided tour)]
• movie outings 

SERVICE: 
• provide Christian Kids' Craft Table Activities at the SFDS' Advent Christmas Village 
• purchase and support of prayer enrichment for the Church 
• organization of whole parish bus trips 
• volunteer for all ICC events held at SFDS and other Loudoun parishes 
• facilitate at Bible Studies
• contribute food to the monthly Senior Luncheon 
• raise money for Building Fund (example: bake sale)
• provide volunteers at Church events 
• support other members, councils, and communities of SFDS

*All women of Saint Francis de Sales are automatic members of the council. (If you 
know of anyone who is not receiving these emails, and would like to, please let us know 
so we can add them.)

For those contemplating an officer position: Election of new officers: President, Vice-
President, Treasurer, and Secretary  (Just like the Knights of Columbus, other Church 
committees and councils of SFDS, we want to make sure we rotate officers).

Outgoing officers:
• WC President: Nora Hamilton

• WC Vice-President: Nancy Eastman
• WC Treasurer: Sharon Liddicoatt

• WC Secretary: Stacey Warner
Please prayerfully consider putting your name in for any of the officer positions.  No 
experience is necessary, other than being a faithful Catholic woman who has a passion 
for the teachings of the Catholic Church.  We will vote at the ‘WC Meet & Greet’. 

We wish you, and your family, a blessed Advent, and a very Merry Christmas!  We 
look forward to seeing you Saturday, January 9th!

In the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Nora Hamilton, WC President 
Stacey Warner, WC Secretary 

Looking for local, full-time 
Catholic education options for 
your children?  Allder Montes-
sori is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2016-2017 academic 
year, and limited slots are still 
available for the remainder of the 

current year!  Located near Routes 287 & 7 in Purcellville, 
Allder Montessori is in its 4th year of operation, offering 
two programs: Primary (pre-K/K, ages 3-6) and Elementary 
(ages 6-12).  Classes meet five days per week and integrate 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for seamless Catholic 
religious education.  The comprehensive elementary 
program incorporates the "Great Lessons" to inspire the 
child's wonder and awe in the Universe and the Earth, Life, 
Humans, Language, and Numbers.  Both programs lever-
age the rural school property, complementing classroom 
lessons with the guided exploration of nature trails and 
Catoctin Creek. Open houses are scheduled for January 31 
and February 28th. Tours by appointment.  Please contact 
Christina Huth at chuth@alldermontessori.com or visit 
www.AllderMontessori.com.   

VBS Kick-Off Meeting
Please come to the a meeting in the Catholic Educa-
tion Center on Wednesday, January 27 at 7pm if you 
are interested in learning about or participating in this 
summer’s VBS. If you cannot come to the meeting, but 
are still interested, please call or email the RE office.This 
year’s theme is Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to 
Palace.

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES BOOK 
CLUB
The next Book Club meets January 25, at 7pm in the Parish 
Library. Everyone is welcome to join us. Email Leslie Kole at 
leslie.kole@hotmail.com with any questions. How the Catholic 
Church Built Western Civilization by Thomas E. Woods and 
Antonio Canizares
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FREE THROW 
CONTEST, 
JANUARY 16, 2016
The Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship is open to all boys and girls 
from the ages of 9-14. Age eligibility is determined 

by the age of the contestant as of January 1, 2016.
Entries:  Pre-registration for the event is mandatory.  The entry form/score 
sheet can be found on the Knights of Columbus web site @ www.kofc11136.
org under Upcoming Events . A copy of the participant’s birth certificate must 
be sent to Dale Weaver, ldweaver@verizon.net no later than January 13, 2016.  
No walk-ins will be accepted.  Each contestant may compete in only one 
council competition. Winners will progress to the district and potentially on to 
state level competition.
Age/Gender Specific Rules:  
•  Ages 9, 10 & 11 ( Girls and Boys)  A woman’s regulation- size basketball 
(28.5”) will be used by all contestants.  All contestants will shoot from a 12- 
foot foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
•  Ages 12, 13, 14 (Girls) A woman’s regulation- size basketball (28.5”) will be 
used by all contestants.  All contestants will shoot from a 15- foot (standard) 
foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
•  Ages, 12,13,14 (Boys) A men’s regulation-size basketball (29.5”) will be 
used by all contestants.  All contestants will shoot from a 15-foot (standard) 
foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
Format of Competition
12- 2pm (9, 10, 11 olds competition and winners announced)
2pm – 4pm (12, 13, 14 olds competition and winners announced)
*****If contestant is tied and not present to participate in a tie breaker competi-
tion, they will forgo their opportunity to continue competing in the event.

****
Coats for Kids Thank you for the more than 183 gently used coats donated for 
kids in need.

November Harvest Food Drive  A huge thank you to all parishioners for the 
food collection for the month of November. Catholic Charities received more 
that 10,000 lbs of needed food items in November. Thank you.

Knights Christmas Party  January 9th after 5pm Mass for Knights and 
spouses. Contact Bro. Bob Smith by January 3rd at BobandAnnsmith@gmail.
com

Next Meeting  Monday, January 11th  will start with Rosary at 7:10 and meet-
ing at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.

Ladies Appreciation Dinner January 30th for ladies of members in Parish 
Hall after 5pm Mass. More to follow.

****
KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)

 and www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
Grand Knight 2015-2016:  Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.com 

or (330) 612-5913
Like us on Facebook at “KofC11136”

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AT SFDS
Struggling with issues of depression, anxiety or an unhappy family 
life? It may be that, in addition to the consolations of prayer and 
grace, psychological counseling can help. Counseling and assess-
ment, consistent with the Catholic faith, is now available at St. 
Francis through Catholic Charities. Dr. Antony Bond, a licensed 
clinical psychologist, will work from a parish room on Monday in 
the afternoon/early evenings. Dr. Bond is a practicing Catholic who 
has worked in hospitals, schools aand even a seminary. He sees 
adults, children and families for many difficulties, such as anger 
management, eating disorders, scruples, marital problems, grief and 
struggles with pornography and compulsive sexual behaviors. The 
counseling will be confidential and appointments are made in ad-
vance via Catholic Charities Intake line (703 841 2531). These ser-
vices are supported via many insurance plans as well as at reduced 
rates according to need and ability to pay. For further information 
please call 703 841 2531.

We serve
Catholic Charities

Please  take a bag, 
fill it with 

non-perishable 
food items and 

return it next week. 
Thank you!

St. Francis De Sales parishioners working with
the Knights of Columbus to help our hungry neighbors

This Week is 

Share 
Sunday

Next Week is  

Share Sunday
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Catholic Charities

St. John’s Preschool Fall 2016 Registration   
St. John the Apostle Preschool is a developmental preschool com-
mitted to learning and the spiritual development of our three and 
four year-old children. Our program encourages educational and 
religious growth and development in a stimulating, age-appropriate 
setting.
Registration for St. John the Apostle Preschool is open to all 
children. We are a Preschool that welcomes all children and have 
students of many faiths and nationalities currently enrolled. A child 
must be three or four by September 30, 2016 to enroll in the three or 
four year-old class.  
Preschool applications and information for the fall of 2016 are avail-
able on the St. John the Apostle Preschool website www.saintjohn-
leesburg.org/base.cgim?template=preschool and also on the wall 
next to the Preschool Director’s Office in the Parish Center.
WEEK 1: Monday, January 4: registration is open for current 
students and ALL siblings    
WEEK 2: Monday, January 11: registration is open for families in 
the Parish
WEEK 3: Tuesday, January 19: registration is open to those families 
outside the Parish
Please call Preschool Director Jane Taylor at (703) 777-7873 if you 
have any additional questions or would like to set up a meeting and 
tour. Children are welcome.  


