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Welcome!

Please register and become part of our parish community. You
may fill out a registration form in the parish office during
business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

(Office closed between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us
know by calling or dropping a note.

December 20, 2015

Final days of Advent

Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily Masses

Monday and Wednesday - 9am;
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction

Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12
noon Mass until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the
Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm.
First Friday - Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and
evening, with Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School
Youth Group / MAC-PAC Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect
Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment
Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements
with the Office at least six months prior to the intended date of marriage.
Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at
10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.
Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please
call the office to let us know your needs.

Masses for the Week

December 20, 2015

O LORD of hosts,
look down from heaven and see;
take care of this vine,
and protect what your right hand
has planted. — Psalm 80:15–16

A NEW ORDER

   “O, Little Town of Bethlehem.” A Philadelphia clergyman named
Phillips Brooks penned these popular words back in the mid-1800s, but
the prophet Micah could have used them first. Micah knew that from small
packages great treasures come. In today’s first reading, he knew that from
tiny Bethlehem would come the Lord.
   The writer in Hebrews explains that Christ came to us to do the will of
God by establishing a new order and by becoming our perfect sacrifice. And
Luke tells us that Elizabeth and John, the infant in her womb, understand
that great and wondrous things are at hand with the coming of the Lord.
   This is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Soon we celebrate anew the
fruit of Mary’s womb. As we are told in Hebrews, Jesus’ new order is being
established even today. And as Micah proclaims, his greatness is reaching
even now to the ends of the earth.
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Parish Individual Advent Confessions
Monday, December 21
Tuesday, December 22
Wednesday, December 23
6:30 – 7:30m

Christmas Eve - Vigil of Christmas
5pm Family Mass w/ Music - Children’s Choir
5:10pm Overflow Mass - Our Lady of Victory Hall
8pm - Teen Mass with Music
10pm Christmas Lessons and Carols - Parish Christmas Choir
10:30pm - Mass with Traditional Music

Christmas Day
Mass - 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm
No 6pm Teen Mass

The Parish Office will be closed
Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25
Friday, January 1

We wish all of our parish families
a joyful and blessed Christmas
celebration!
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Late Advent Weekday
deceased members of the Dueppen and
Darnell families
Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent
+ John McCarthy
4th Sunday of Advent
People of the Parish
+ Arantza Goitia Elorriaga
+ Mary H. Williams
+ Carl and Noah Woodland
+ Joseph and Salvatore Firetti
Advent Weekday
Lois Gallagher
Late Advent Weekday
Holy Souls in Purgatory		
Late Advent Weekday
+ Thomas A. Picone
Late Advent Weekday
Kupka and Rees families
Vigil: The Nativity of the Lord
People of the Parish
People of the Parish
+ Helen Basta Heffernan
+ Frank and Eleanor McNally
The Nativity of the Lord
People of the Parish
Persecuted Christians
+ Noemi Esidro
Saint Stephen
+ Stephen D’Elia
Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph

+ Gertrude Heelan

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

+ Charles Cullen
+ Aurora Garcia
+ Mary Commerce
+ Joseph and Salvatore Firetti
+ Martin Jachts

Readings for the Week
Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56
Wed:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;
Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7;
Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10;
Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

Shepherd’s
Notes
Christmas is almost here
   Our parish is very much looking forward to celebrating the Christmas Masses later this week. Every year I would like to remind you that
5pm Family Christmas Eve Mass is always very crowded. If you have
any health or physical difficulties, please attend another Mass (six others
to choose from). With the exception of the family that won the fundraiser
auction to reserve a pew at the 5pm & 10:30pm Masses, we do not allow
seating reservations. It will be first come/first serve seating. As standard in
many parishes, sending an “advance party” to reserve seats is not permitted (except for those involved in the ministries who need to come early).
   If you insist on attending an early Christmas Vigil Mass but have
physical concerns, you need to go to the 5:10pm Overflow Mass in the
gym (Our Lady of Victory Hall) in the new parish center. It will be nicely
beautifully decorated and Christmas music will be provided. The gym
wasn’t quite ready last year but this year it is. It is architecturally designed
for use as a “backup” church and it can seat up to 500 (same as the church).
Wouldn’t it be nice if both Masses are at full capacity?!
   But if you really want Christmas a hassle-free spiritual experience,
then come to Mass on the actual day we celebrate Jesus’ birth: December
25th: 8:30am & 10:30am. The 12:30pm is also usually very crowded.
Here’s a guideline tip for you about Mass last year: Most crowded: 5pm
& 8pm Vigil Masses, and 12:30pm Christmas Day. The least crowded:
10:30am (super light and only time of the year this happens).

30 new pews have been reserved!
We’re working with a company to replace the pews and a contractor to replace the torn up carpets in church with porcelain tiles. Once we
receive the completed proposals we will submit them to the bishop’s office.
Right now we have 30 of the expected 50 pews reserved for donation/dedication. The old pews will also be put up for sale.

Remember, it’s “MERRY CHRISTMAS”
   If you love Jesus and really care about the salvation he brought upon
the world, you will greet the people with “MERRY CHRISTMAS.” Even
if someone greets you with the secular (and in many places, anti-Christian)
“Happy Holidays,” you should still respond with “Merry Christmas.”
True Christians should have nothing to be ashamed of using the beautiful
word, Christmas. Jesus reminds us, “Whoever is ashamed of me and of my
words in this faithless generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of when
he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels” (Mark 8:18).
May you all have a very Blessed and Merry Christmas during this
Jubilee Year of Mercy!!!
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Ask the Priest
Q. What is the reason why certain people go up and get communion before everyone else? –Claire Eddy, 13
A. Those are parishioners who need to receive specially made
99.5% gluten-free Eucharistic bread due to their medical condition. The regular hosts made of wheat makes them very sick. They
receive ahead of the others to prevent contamination from the
priest’s fingers who must distribute multiple regular wheat hosts to
the rest of the people. As extra precaution, the gluten-free hosts are
consecrated in individual pyxes (container owned by the individual
communicants) and placed directly into their hands.
Q. I have noticed members of the faithful attending Mass appear
to be chewing gum. Isn’t this against the one-hour Eucharistic
fast for Holy Communion?
–Anonymous
A. I had to do a little checking on this one just to make sure. It
appears that chewing gum to freshen up one’s breath before Mass
does not break the fast unless the gum is swallowed within 1-hour
before communion (personally, I think swallowing gum is gross
and I don’t understand why anyone would do it!) The Church
defines eating as something edible, taken by the mouth, and swallowed. As long as it involves only chewing the gum the fast is not
broken. However, candy mints are basically candies and therefore
considered edible food. But keep in mind that chewing gum during Mass is highly inappropriate. Gum should be discarded Mass
begins (and not placed under the pew!). Read #2 from this nice
article on chewing gum from the EWTN site: www.ewtn.com/
expert/answers/communion_
dispositions.htm. This other one is also nice (and fun) to read:
http://jimmyakin.com/2006/03/gum_at_mass.html
Q. If you can’t go to Mass, can you still get all the graces if you
watch it on TV? –Anonymous
A. Getting all the graces as one would normally get by physically
attending Mass may be possible theoretically for one who truly
desires to be at Mass but is physically prohibited from going to
church. This would certainly be the case for the sick and the homebound. They can make a spiritual communion and ask the Lord
Jesus to come to them spiritually since receiving the Eucharist is
not possible. However, those who deliberately skip Mass without
sufficient reason, but watch Mass on TV instead for convenience,
do not get any graces at all. It’s like skipping a meal and watching
the Food Network thinking it’s the same thing!

Catholic Charities Collection

Thank you on behalf of the thousands you help with life-saving
services when you give to Catholic Charities Thank you for
your support of Catholic Charities this year. Your support is vital to our work, and we are grateful for your gifts of time, talent,
and treasure. If you missed the opportunity to give to Catholic
Charities, you may still do so. You can make your year-end gift
in support of Catholic Charities by going online to www.ccda.
net. Or you can make a gift in next week’s collection and note
Christmas Collection / Catholic Charities on the memo portion
of your check. All gifts stay in the diocese.

***

Welcome to our Family! The following new parishioners
were baptized during the month of November:

Fiona Mae
daughter of Marc & Kathleen Genaille
Ava Kathleen
daughter of Stephen & Meaghan Oechslein
Carson Alan
son of Brett & Erica Shackelford
John Prieston
son of John & Meaghan Koser
Colleen Lily
daughter of Jeff & Abby Schutte

We warmly welcome new
parishioners who have joined
St. Francis de Sales during
the month of November

Hamilton
Matthew & Anastasia Bowling

Round Hill
Jerry & Elysia Solich, Molly, Madelyn, Ethan
Lovettsville
Brian & Danielle Basener, Parker, Benjamin, Jameson,
Adelaide
Purcellville
Sheila Morin
Matthew Ogden
Joe Martin & Erin Gable, Braemon, Gwendolyn

Our thoughts and
prayers are with ...
Our Military Members:
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen
Patterson; Sgt. Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt.
Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st
Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick
Grady, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, 1stLT Kristin
Dembia, ENS Scott Cypher, 1st Lt. Vincent Jovene
2nd Lt. Jamie (Jovene) Liddle, AB Joshua Jovene
The Sick:
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary
Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased:
David Miles, Ed Bighouse, David May, Pilar Vayas Galvan,
Nedgelka Fourney, Alice Poel, Neal Brown, Don
Mowe, Lloyd Tracey, Sand Dinh Nguyen, Lillian
Risceck, Mary Iven, Theresa Schoeb

PASTOR’S WISH LIST

***

• Avoid Christmas Vigil (Dec. 24) at 5pm in church if you have health or crowd
concerns—If you insist on attending an early Christmas vigil but have health or
crowd concerns, please go to the 5:10pm Mass at the Gym (Our Lady of Victory
Hall). Or come to the Christmas Day Masses at 8:30am & 10:30am where the
crowd isn’t very heavy.
• “Blue Light Special”—Spread the word to go to confession during Advent. This
is a good time to return to the sacrament of reconciliation. If they are extra shy about
confession tell them that during Advent the max penance I give is 7 Our Fathers and
7 Hail Marys for any sin!
• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up for
hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home. Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at
dianewaller@msn.com. Go to our parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin
Statue and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick up the statue in the narthex after
the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for the next
person to host our Blessed Mother. Due to the large expected demand for the statue,
please limit your request to once every 6 months for now. Great blessings will come
along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home. She
will not be outdone in generosity!
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last month’s pledge drive,
you can still sign up by filling out the sheet in the pews and return it to the office.
Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a
week. Go to our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.
• Make sure to report rosaries prayed & sign up for clubs thru these emails:
To report the number of rosaries prayed during the week (or month), go to www.
rosarygraces.com and click on “Challenge” +”Rosaries prayed.” To sign up for the
individual clubs, send your selections to the same website and click on “Challenge”
+ “Pledge Levels & Members” and go down to the bottom of the page to click
on the email address.
• Rosary testimonials needed—If your special petition was granted through praying
the rosary, we’d like to add it to our testimonial page of our upcoming Rosary Challenge website. Please send me your testimonials directly.
• New pews donation/dedication--We’re in the process of looking into replacing the
church floor and all of the pews. We estimate about 50 pews will be needed. Some
pews are shorter than the others so the price range will be somewhere from $1,500
to $3,000. Let me know soon if you’re interested in reserving a pew so that I can
add you to the list. Payments can be made in installments.
************
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by
email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em!
• We’re up to 30 donors now who reserved for the new pews. We have passed the
halfway mark to the total pews needed!
• Thank you very much for the constant flow of donations to our Coats for Kids
and Sweats for Vets. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a
minimum of 1 rosary a week. Expect lots of blessings coming along our way.

TEEN FAITH NEWS
TEEN MASS - Every Sunday at 6pm.
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the
front left 4 rows of church as we
celebrate the Teen Mass together.
No Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 20. We wish you the
Merriest of Christmas's. We will see you in the New
Year.

CONFIRMATION POTLUCK SUPPER

The Confirmation Candidates and their Sponsors are invited to the
potluck supper on Sunday evening, January 3, the Feast of the
Epiphany! This gathering is a good opportunity to bring the sponsors
and candidates together in preparation for your upcoming Confirmation in the spring.
Candidates and sponsors are expected to attend this supper. If a
sponsor cannot attend, a parent can stand in their place.
Candidate, be prepared to stand up and introduce your sponsor and
tell us all how that person has influenced your life and has been a
witness to the faith!
Please bring your favorite dish (entree, salad or dessert) to share.
All are invited to attend the 6pm Teen Mass before the supper. We
look forward to seeing you!

Religious Education Calendar
No Classes again until Sunday, January 3. Have a
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT
MORNINGSIDE
MAC PAC kids and parents regale
the residents of Morningside House
of Leesburg with their beautiful
Christmas Caroling . MAC-PAC
visits Morningside the 2nd Sunday
of each month. All middle-schoolers
are automatically a part of our MACPAC and are always invited to join
us! Watch for announcements of all
new MAC-PAC events to be held in
the new year.

Workcamp Meeting - For all teens wanting to go to
Workcamp, on Sunday, Jan 10th, 7-9.
Informational Workamp Meeting for Parents, 1st
timers, and anyone wanting information on Workcamp
on Sunday Jan 10th 4:30-6.
Caroling with Michael - Interested in going Christmas Caroling? Wednesday, Dec 23rd at 6pm. Contact
Michael for more info on where m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org
Christmas Ornaments and Cookbooks - If interested
in purchasing any of these for Christmas presents
contact me in the office.
MAC PAC - Coming soon in January.
Congratulations Victoria and Dominic Corcoran for
receiving the Volunteer of the Year in Youth Ministry
given by Bishop Loverde. You're very presence is an
outstanding living witness to the teens. Thanks for all
you do.
Advent - Sign up for a daily devotional for Advent
with Matthew Kelly at BestAdventEver.com He will
e-mail you something every day to get yourself ready
for Christmas. If you are looking for a good daily devotional, Matthew Kelly also has an amazing book out,
Rediscovering Jesus. It would make a great Christmas
gift or stocking stuffer.
Advent Prayer Quote - God of peace, you watch
over me with tender love that is deep and true. This
Advent, as I struggle with my human faults and failings, let me seek comfort in you and be reconciled in
your peace. My soul rest in your goodness and mercy.
Matthew Kelly.
JaneTreado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2015
Universal: That all may experience the mercy of God, who
never tires of forgiving.
Evangelization: That families, especially those who suffer,
may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain hope.

WOMEN’S COUNCIL MEET AND GREET
Saturday, January 9, 9:30-10:30am
Please join us for a 'Women’s Council Meet & Greet' Saturday, January 9th from
9:30am - 10:30am, immediately following the 9am Mass. Donuts and coffee will be
provided!

Continuing, and expanding, on the WC's activities is the goal!
Our desire: To see the WC continue to grow, flourish, and instruct the
women of the parish.

Mission Statement:

To support, empower, and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership,
and service. To serve the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Arlington with
humility, reverence, and obedience to the authority of the Bishop.
The WC' actions and activities have stemmed from the Spiritual and Corporal Works of
Mercy, with our main focus on the Spiritual Work of Mercy: To Instruct the
Ignorant. This has been sought through:
• bi-monthly meetings
• Rosary, novenas, and prayer
• The Five First Saturdays Devotion - information, reminders, and participation
• trips [National Museum of Women In the Arts (guided tour and exhibit: Picturing
Mary: Woman, Mother, Idea), Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (Virtual Pilgrimage, and Global Rosary lead by Pope Francis), National Shrine
of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Basilica, National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes,
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (guided tour)]
• movie outings
SERVICE:
• provide Christian Kids' Craft Table Activities at the SFDS' Advent Christmas Village
• purchase and support of prayer enrichment for the Church
• organization of whole parish bus trips
• volunteer for all ICC events held at SFDS and other Loudoun parishes
• facilitate at Bible Studies
• contribute food to the monthly Senior Luncheon
• raise money for Building Fund (example: bake sale)
• provide volunteers at Church events
• support other members, councils, and communities of SFDS
*All women of Saint Francis de Sales are automatic members of the council. (If you
know of anyone who is not receiving these emails, and would like to, please let us know
so we can add them.)
For those contemplating an officer position: Election of new officers: President, VicePresident, Treasurer, and Secretary (Just like the Knights of Columbus, other Church
committees and councils of SFDS, we want to make sure we rotate officers).
Outgoing officers:
• WC President: Nora Hamilton
• WC Vice-President: Nancy Eastman
• WC Treasurer: Sharon Liddicoatt
• WC Secretary: Stacey Warner
Please prayerfully consider putting your name in for any of the officer positions. No
experience is necessary, other than being a faithful Catholic woman who has a passion
for the teachings of the Catholic Church. We will vote at the ‘WC Meet & Greet’.
We wish you, and your family, a blessed Advent, and a very Merry Christmas! We
look forward to seeing you Saturday, January 9th!
In the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Nora Hamilton, WC President
Stacey Warner, WC Secretary

Ketterman’s Christmas Tree Contest

Birthright is participating in the Ketterman's Christmas
Tree Decorating contest. Several local non-profits will be
decorating Christmas trees right outside of Kettermans. The
charity decorates the tree based on the work they do. The
theme of the Birthright tree this year will be "Life and Joy to
Babies Around the World". The tree that gets the most votes
wins a $500 prize for the charity it represents.
Voting begins November 25th to December 24th. Anyone is
allowed to vote. The ballot box is INSIDE the Ketterman's
store. So, in order to vote, you MUST go inside the store.
Please consider heading over to Ketterman's and voting for
the Birthright tree!

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY
Exodus: Called to Freedom

The Exodus can be viewed as the defining moment in
Israel's history, for it was then that God called Israel out
of slavery in Egypt and to a life of freedom as His people.
Exodus: Called to Freedom looks through the lens of Christ
and the Church to show that, more than just seeking to free
His people from the domination of Pharaoh, God desired
to free His people from the far more sinister tyranny of sin,
so they could live the authentic freedom that belongs to
children of God. Because of this, the Exodus story is not
just Israel's story, it is our story as well; it tells us who God
is and what He calls us to be. The Exodus bible study starts
January 12th. To register visit www.saintfrancisparish.org,
and click on the Adult Education/Bible study tab. Copies
of the registration form can also be picked up at the parish
office. For more information contact James Blankenship at
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org.

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, December 19
Saturday, December 26
5pm: Father Escalante
5pm: Father Mullaney
Sunday, December 20
Sunday, December 27
7am: Father Escalante
7am: Father Mullaney
8:30am: Father Escalante
8:30am: Father Mullaney
10:30am: Father Mullaney 10:30am: Father Escalante
12:30pm: Father Mullaney
12:30pm: Father Escalante
6pm: Father Mullaney
6pm: Father Escalante

Thursday, December 24
5pm: Father Escalante
5:10pm: Father Mullaney
8pm: Father Mullaney
10pm: Father Escalante

Friday, December 25
8:30am: Father Escalante
10:30am: Father Mullaney
12:30pm: Father Escalante

St. Francis Council 11136
FREE THROW CONTEST, JANUARY 16, 2016
The Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship
is open to all boys and girls from the ages of 9-14. Age
eligibility is determined by the age of the contestant as of
January 1, 2016.
Entries: Pre-registration for the event is mandatory. The entry form/score
sheet can be found on the Knights of Columbus web site @ www.kofc11136.
org under Upcoming Events . A copy of the participant’s birth certificate must
be sent to Dale Weaver, ldweaver@verizon.net no later than January 13, 2016.
No walk-ins will be accepted. Each contestant may compete in only one
council competition. Winners will progress to the district and potentially on to
state level competition.
Age/Gender Specific Rules:
• Ages 9, 10 & 11 ( Girls and Boys) A woman’s regulation- size basketball
(28.5”) will be used by all contestants. All contestants will shoot from a 12foot foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
• Ages 12, 13, 14 (Girls) A woman’s regulation- size basketball (28.5”) will be
used by all contestants. All contestants will shoot from a 15- foot (standard)
foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
• Ages, 12,13,14 (Boys) A men’s regulation-size basketball (29.5”) will be
used by all contestants. All contestants will shoot from a 15-foot (standard)
foul line at the standard 10 foot high basket.
Format of Competition
12- 2pm (9, 10, 11 olds competition and winners announced)
2pm – 4pm (12, 13, 14 olds competition and winners announced)
*****If contestant is tied and not present to participate in a tie breaker competition, they will forgo their opportunity to continue competing in the event.
November Harvest Food Drive. A huge thank you to all parishioners for the
food collection for the month of November. Catholic Charities received more
that 10,000 lbs of needed food items in November. Thank you.
Next Meeting Monday, December 21st will be an outing to Top Golf at One
Loudoun. Contact Bro. Jay Hallam for more details and a fun time.

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AT SFDS

Struggling with issues of depression, anxiety or an unhappy family
life? It may be that, in addition to the consolations of prayer and
grace, psychological counseling can help. Counseling and assessment, consistent with the Catholic faith, is now available at St.
Francis through Catholic Charities. Dr. Antony Bond, a licensed
clinical psychologist, will work from a parish room on Monday in
the afternoon/early evenings. Dr. Bond is a practicing Catholic who
has worked in hospitals, schools aand even a seminary. He sees
adults, children and families for many difficulties, such as anger
management, eating disorders, scruples, marital problems, grief and
struggles with pornography and compulsive sexual behaviors. The
counseling will be confidential and appointments are made in advance via Catholic Charities Intake line (703 841 2531). These services are supported via many insurance plans as well as at reduced
rates according to need and ability to pay. For further information
please call 703 841 2531.

Stand up for Sanctity of Life! Sign up will begin in January for our
bus trip to the National Mall on Friday, January 22, 2016.

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES BOOK CLUB

The next Book Club meets January 25, at 7pm in the Parish Library.
Everyone is welcome to join us. Email Leslie Kole at leslie.kole@
hotmail.com with any questions.
January 25th - How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization
by Thomas E. Woods and Antonio Canizares

****
KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)
and www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
Grand Knight 2015-2016: Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.com
or (330) 612-5913
Like us on Facebook at “KofC11136”

COATS FOR KIDS

A big thank you to our parishioners for their donations of coats, a total of 130
coats were donated. God Bless you all. Coats will be delivered to Lovettsville
Elementary school,Woodgrove HS, Mobile Hope, Mountain View, and
Harmony MS

Don’t forget to go through our parish website to do your Christmas shopping
at Amazon. just click the Amazon button. It brings you directly to the Amazon
site and St. Francis receives a small percentage as part of their Amazon Smile
program. In the last two years, we have raised over $3700 just from this easy
“click”.
Just go to www.saintfrancisparish.org and click the Amazon button to start
shopping!

Christmas Meals for the
Hungry of Loudoun
Catholic Charities is putting together
full meals for 50 families for Christmas. As part of the St. Francis de
Sales/Knights of Columbus Share Sunday program, we have
been requested to donate gift cards from Giant or Wegmans
to purchase fresh vegetables, ham, bread and desert for these
families. Donations of pineapple slices, apple sauce and
mustard can be made next Saturday/Sunday, using the Share
Sunday bags. Gift cards may also be placed in the bags.

