
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
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Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mr. Phillip Goode, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us
 know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass 
until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and evening, with 
Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School Youth Group / MAC-PAC 
Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is 
prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  
10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of 
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and ad-
minister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please 
call the office to let us know your needs.

First Sunday of Advent      November 29, 2015

Vocation Night Campout



  
  
 

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat.,Nov. 28 Weekday
   9:00 am + Theresa Aprile
Sat., Nov. 28 Vigil: 1st Sunday of Advent
    5:00 pm Carol and Phil Smith
Sun., Nov. 29 1st Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Nolan Ryan Robinson
 10:30 am + Jeff Gerber and Patricia Legler
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Firetti
   6:00 pm + Justin Pasquariello
Mon., Nov. 30 Saint Andrew
        9:00 am + Richard and Jacqueline Schofield
Tue., Dec. 1 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Wed., Dec. 2 Advent Weekday 
   9:00 am Sharon Liddicoatt
Thu., Dec. 3 Saint Francis Xavier
    9:00 am Sharon Liddicoatt
Fri., Dec. 4  Advent Weekday; First Friday
   6:30 am Sharon Liddicoatt
 12:00 noon Ramsey and Nora Hamilton and family
Sat.,Dec. 5  Advent Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., Dec. 5  Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent
    5:00 pm + Anne Marie Hooks
Sun., Dec. 6 2nd Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am deceased members of the D’Elia & Curran  
   families
   8:30 am + Jason Childers
 10:30 am + Robert Schilling
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Jennifer Elliott

This Week

Mass Celebrant Schedule

In-pew Offertory - November 22 $     14,672
YEAR TO DATE     $   363,323
2nd Collection - Campaign for
   Human Develoment  $       1,650 

Parish Giving for October
Offertory                $       24,559
Building Our Faith               $         2,866
Faith In Action                     $         5,347

Parish Financial Status

Saturday, November 28
 5pm:  Father Mullaney
Sunday, November 29
 7am:  Father Mullaney
 8:30am: Father Mullaney
 10:30am:  Father Escalante
 12:30pm:  Father Escalante
 6pm: Father Escalante

Saturday, December 5
 5pm:  Father Escalante
Sunday, December 6
 7am:  Father Mullaney
 8:30am: Father Jeremy  
          Lambert, L.C.
 10:30am:  Father Jeremy  
          Lambert, L.C.
 12:30pm: Father Escalante
 6pm: Father Mullaney

Sun., Nov. 29 Adult Basketball 7:30-9:30pm
Tue., Dec. 1 Communion Service  12:10pm 
  Bible Study - Acts  10am, Room 113
  Bible Study - Psalms  10am, Room  202, 210
  Compassionate Heart of Mary  7pm, Oratory
  Walking With Purpose  7:30pm, Rooms 207, 208
  Bible Study - Psalms  7:30pm, Rooms 202, 210
  RCIA  7:30pm, Room 107
Wed., Dec. 2 SoulStitch  9:30am, Parish Hall
  Nar-Anon  7pm, Parish Hall
  Bible Study - Acts  7pm, Rooms 205, 206
  Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Oratory
  Walking With Purpose  7:30pm, Rooms 207, 208
Sat., Dec. 5 That Man is You  6:30am, Rooms 107, 113

Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
 Lk 10:21-24
Wed.: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
 Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; 
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

November 29, 2015

I will raise up for David a just shoot; 
he shall do what is right and just in the 

land.  — Jeremiah 33:15

Psychological Counseling at St. Francis de Sales
Struggling with issues of depression, anxiety or an unhappy family life? It may 
be that, in addition to the consolations of prayer and grace, psychological coun-
seling can help. Counseling and assessment, consistent with the Catholic faith, 
is now available at St. Francis through Catholic Charities. Dr. Antony Bond, a 
licensed clinical psychologist, will work from a parish room on Monday in the 
afternoon/early evenings. Dr. Bond is a practicing Catholic who has worked in 
hospitals, schools aand even a seminary. He sees adults, children and families 
for many difficulties, such as anger management, eating disorders, scruples, 
marital problems, grief and struggles with pornography and compulsive sexual 
behaviors. The counseling will be confidential and appointments are made in 
advance via Catholic Charities Intake line (703 841 2531). These services are 
supported via many insurance plans as well as at reduced rates according to need 
and ability to pay. For further information please call 703 841 2531.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q. We know the Catholic Church opposes same sex 
marriage.  But what is our personal action in these daily 
situations:  1) we are invited to a same sex marriage; 2) our 
daughter’s best friend is gay/transgender; 3) our child says 
he is gay. –Anonymous
A. You are not alone facing these difficult challenges. 
However, we have to act in all charity not to place ourselves 
in a situation compromising our faith especially in public. In 
response to the 1st case, you can avoid going to the wedding 
that God specifically forbids by excusing yourself due another 
commitment (i.e., your commitment to God’s laws especially 
regarding His definition of marriage as between a man/woman 
only); 2nd case, God does not forbid any Christian to be best 
friends with anyone regardless of their sexual orientation so 
there should be no conflict there; 3rd case is the most chal-
lenging. If you’re child declares that he’s gay, you will need to 
address a very delicate issue with him. A good rule of thumb is 
to follow our Church’s approach that “They must be accepted 
with respect, compassion, and sensitivity.  Every sign of unjust 
discrimination should be avoided. These persons are called 
to fulfill God’s will in their lives and, if they are Christians, to 
unite to the sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the difficulties they 
may encounter from their condition” (Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church, par. 2358). While this discussion may be treated 
at great length, in summary, it needs to include that those 
who have same sex attraction are called to a life of perpetual 
chastity (par. 2359).
 
Q. Why do we sing songs at Mass that we’re not familiar 
with?  This seems to conflict with why we come to church—
to praise God as a community.  –Anonymous
A. Hymns for Mass are meant to be in harmony with the read-
ings for the Mass and the particular liturgy being celebrated.  
Familiar hymns do not always match the readings or even 
certain feasts being celebrated. For several years our parish 
used solely the music from the Breaking Bread hymnal and 
have become accustomed to its style. Many of the songs came 
from the 1970’s “folk” style selection. What I learned from 
publishers is that they are proprietary in their music selec-
tions. There isn’t a lot of “crossovers” from other’s publica-
tions so when switching from one publication to another the 
songs from the previous hymnals do not carryover. We use 2 
hymnals and one of them includes the weekly readings with its 
own selections of music. The Catholic Church has over 1,500 
years of church music repertoire and it is important that we do 
not forget the hymns from the past. Many of what appears to 
be unknown hymns that we now sing have simply not been 
sung in our parish for many years. If you carefully look at the 
lyrics and the readings for the Mass you will find that there’s a 
very good match. Last Sunday on the Solemnity of Christ the 
King, we had a choir of about 45 members at the 8:30am Mass 
with over 30 who were high school age and below. There 
aren’t many Catholic Churches in our diocese that have this 
many members and this many young singers either. We have a 
lot because they like singing both the old and the new church 
music and get a history lesson from the hymns as well. Last 
week the kids sounded very angelic when they sang the classic 
Latin hymn, Panis Angelicus, during communion meditation. I 
have to commend our music director and his choirs for raising 
the bar on our sacred music several notches. Give the hymns 
some time and they will also become very familiar.

17 future priests from Saint Francis de Sales?
 
       We’ll find out a few years from now if any of the 17 boys who came to our 
first Vocation Night Campout (November 20) will actually be numbered among the 
apostles’ successors to the priesthood. It was a very successful evening with cookout, 
games, Eucharistic Adoration, rosary, movie night (Life of Saint Peter Damien) and 
a freezing overnight camping for the boys and their dads. Even though I offered the 
warmth of the gym for them to spend the night, our Jesus campers braved the outdoor 
freezing temperature and slept in their tents sprawled on the parish grounds. There are 
those whom God has blessed as his chosen people. That Friday night God blessed us 
with his frozen people!
        During adoration I gave them a brief priesthood talk and I could sense the serious-
ness of their faith and their love for Our Lord Jesus Christ. These boys seem like they 
will become great leaders in their future parishes and I wouldn’t be surprised at all if 
some of them will one day become priests. I chose two Gospel readings for them to 
reflect on the possibility that Jesus may be calling them to the priesthood. The first is 
from John 15:16 that mentions Jesus as the one who personally chooses his priests 
and the individuals.  It is an honor to be called by God to be a priest. The second is 
from Matthew 19:29 where Jesus speaks of being rewarded in heaven a hundredfold 
for leaving everything behind to follow Jesus in the apostolic ministry. The boys took 
turns leading the rosary and after a silent reflection we closed the Eucharistic Adoration 
with Benediction.  And I would like to thank our music director, Michael Galdo, and 
the dads who helped make the vocational campout a very successful spiritual and in-
spirational evening.  We look forward to having more activities in the very near future.
 

Advent begins this weekend
 
       This Sunday is the beginning of the new Church calendar year with the First 
Sunday of Advent. In the midst of the Christmas rush I encourage you to take the time 
to plan a spiritual course in preparation to the celebration of Our Lord’s birth about 4 
weeks from now. Make a spiritual sacrifice of your choice and plan on receiving the 
sacrament of reconciliation by going to confession before Christmas.  If you do this 
you will be guaranteed a very rewarding Christmas celebration.  And if you have not 
started praying the rosary regularly (or at all) now is the perfect time to do it. Believe 
me, you will improve your spiritual relationship with Jesus many times over through 
praying Our Lady’s rosary.
 
Friendly reminder:  Send “MERRY CHRISTMAS” greetings and don’t fall for this 
“Happy Holidays” secular nonsense!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
 Father Escalante

Vocation Night Campout



 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Sgt. 
Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew 
Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, 
Col. Patrick Grady, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, 1stLT 
Kristin Dembia, ENS Scott Cypher
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary 
Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
David Miles, Ed Bighouse, David May, Pilar Vayas Galvan,  
Nedgelka Fourney, Alice Poel, Neal Brown, Don 
Mowe, Lloyd Tracey, Sand Dinh Nguyen, Lillian 
Risceck

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Christmas decorators needed--We need volunteers to help decorate the church and 
the gym for Christmas on Saturday, December 19 from 9:45am to 2pm.  Please contact 
Cathy Mitchell for details (c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).

• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up for 
hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home.  Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at 
dianewaller@msn.com. Go to our parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick up the statue in the narthex after 
the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for the next 
person to host our Blessed Mother. Due to the large expected demand for the statue, 
please limit your request to once every 6 months for now. Great blessings will come 
along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home. She 
will not be outdone in generosity!
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last month’s pledge drive, 
you can still sign up by filling out the sheet in the pews and return it to the office. 
Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a 
week. Go to our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Cam-
paign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.
 
• Make sure to report rosaries prayed & sign up for clubs thru these emails: 
To report the number of rosaries prayed during the week (or month), go to www.
rosarygraces.com and click on “Challenge” +”Rosaries prayed.” To sign up for the 
individual clubs, send your selections to the same website and click on “Challenge” 
+ “Pledge Levels & Members” and go down to the bottom of the page to click on 
the email address.
 
• Rosary testimonials needed—If your special petition was granted through praying 
the rosary, we’d like to add it to our testimonial page of our upcoming Rosary Chal-
lenge website. Please send me your testimonials directly.
 
• New pews donation/dedication-We’re in the process of looking into replacing 
the church floor and all of the pews with new ones. With a large debt to pay off the 
new education center, we have some tight planning to make this project possible. 
I’d like to get a feel of how many parishioners would be interested in sponsoring a 
pew (with a dedication plate in the honor of your choice). This will give our finance 
council an idea whether we can financially support this project sooner than later. We 
estimate about 50 pews will be needed. Some pews are shorter than the others so the 
price range will be somewhere from $1,500 to $3,000 depending on how fancy the 
pews we select; and whether we use all wood or with cushion (seat, back, kneel-
ers—or everything cushioned). Let me know soon if you’re interested in reserving 
a pew so that I can start getting a head count.  If I receive 50 requests then we’re 
in good shape to keep moving forward with the project. Payments can be made in 
installments.

 * * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 

by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!
 
•  17 boys came with their dads to the Vocations Night Campout last Friday! Someday 
we may look back and see just how many of these guys were called to the priesthood!

•  We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a 
minimum of 1 rosary a week. Expect lots of blessings coming along our way.

•  We’re up to 24 donors now who reserved for the new pews.  We’re almost halfway to 
the total pews needed!

Jeffrey Tyler Yates and Barbara (Bitsy) Lovasz
November 14, 2015

Michael Kropat and Laura Gaylord
November 21, 2015

Register now for 
the 2nd Annual SFDS Christmas 
Basketball Tournament
Co-ed teams being formed from 3rd Grade - Adult. There is a 
$7 fee per player with a $35 max for a family.  Please let Paul 
Kerstanski pkerstanski(@hotmail.com know of your interest 
and you can download the requisite forms from the Parish 
web site along with the rules of the tournament to register.

Don’t forget to go through our parish website to do your 
Christmas shopping at Amazon. just click the Amazon but-
ton.  It brings you directly to the Amazon site and St. Francis 
receives a small percentage as part of their Amazon Smile 
program. In the last two years, we have raised over $3700 just 
from this easy “click”.
Just go to www.saintfrancisparish.org and click the Amazon 
button to start shopping!



TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29
Sunday  NO CLASSES
Monday  Pre-School - 10am
  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wednesday Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:30pm

WEEK OF DECEMBER 6
Sunday  Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
Monday  Pre-School - 10am
  Grades K-8th  - 4:30pm 
  Grade 8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wednesday Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:30pm

Root of Jesse: A Study of the “O Antiphons” w/ Compline
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope
Sunday, December 6 @ 6pm
Dinner included; lecture to begin @ 7pm, No RSVP required.
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall, 46639 
Algonkian Parkway, Potomac Falls

Not One Stone: The Story of the Fall of Jerusalem (70 AD)
Prof. Timothy T. O’Donnell, S.T.D., KGCHS
Saturday, December 12 @ 6:30pm
St. Francis de Sales

Feasts of the Jews: Understanding the Jewish Festal Cycle and 
it’s Fulfillment in Christ
Rev. Paul Schenck
Thursday, December 17 @ 7:30pm
St. John the Apostle Church Hall, 101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, Leesburg

Fall Schedule 2015
Loudoun County Looking for local, full-time Catholic edu-

cation options for your children?  Allder 
Montessori is now accepting applications 
for the 2016-2017 academic year, and 
limited slots are still available for the 
remainder of the current year!  Located 
near Routes 287 & 7 in Purcellville, Allder 

Montessori is in its 4th year of operation, offering two programs: 
Primary (pre-K/K, ages 3-6) and Elementary (ages 6-12).  Classes 
meet five days per week and integrate the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd for seamless Catholic religious education.  The comprehen-
sive elementary program incorporates the "Great Lessons" to inspire 
the child's wonder and awe in the Universe and the Earth, Life, 
Humans, Language, and Numbers.  Both programs leverage the rural 
school property, complementing classroom lessons with the guided 
exploration of nature trails and Catoctin Creek. Open houses are 
scheduled for January 31 and February 28th. Tours by appointment.  
Please contact Christina Huth at chuth@alldermontessori.com or visit 
www.AllderMontessori.com.   

1st Reconciliation Retreat
Saturday., December 5  9am-12noon 
    All Sunday Classes
Saturday., December 12  9am-12noon      
    All Weekday Classes
At least one parent is required to 
attend the retreat!!

TEEN MASS - Every Sunday at 6pm. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the 
front left 4 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.  

No Youth Group -  Sunday, Nov 29.  Enjoy your Thanks-
giving holiday.  See you next week. 

Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 6, 7-9pm.  Fr. Jeremy and 
Brother Domingo will be joining us as we start our season 
of advent.  

Workcamp - I need volunteers to help man the booth at 
the Christmas Advent Village in the church hall Saturday, 
Dec 5, 10 am - 4:30 pm.  We will be selling cook books, 
Christmas ornaments, and food from the cookbook.  All 
proceeds for our booth will go towards Workcamp.  

Advent - Sign up for a daily devotional for Advent with 
Matthew Kelly at BestAdventEver.com  He will e-mail you 
something every day to get yourself ready for Christmas.  
If you are looking for a good daily devotional, Matthew 
Kelly also has an amazing book out, Rediscovering Jesus.  
It would make a great Christmas gift or stocking stuffer.  

Special Needs Group Home - We will be making food for 
the Special Needs Group on Thursday, Dec 10 right after 
school at 4:30pm and we will take it to the Harmony 
United Methodist Church in Hamilton and serve food and 
then sing Christmas Carols.  You can be picked up at the 
Church in Hamilton at 7:30pm.  If you have any kind of 
Christmas hat you can wear it.  I have several I will lend 
out.  Please me e-mail to RSVP.  



Ketterman’s Christmas Tree 
Decorating contest
Birthright is participating in the Ketter-
man's Christmas Tree Decorating contest.  
Several local non-profits will be decorating 
Christmas trees right outside of Ketter-
mans. The charity decorates the tree based 
on the work they do. The theme of the 
Birthright tree this year will be "Life and 
Joy to Babies Around the World". The tree 
that gets the most votes wins a $500 prize 
for the charity it represents.
Voting begins November 25th to Decem-
ber 24th. Anyone is allowed to vote. The 
ballot box is INSIDE the Ketterman's 
store. So, in order to vote, you MUST go 
inside the store. Please consider heading 
over to Ketterman's and voting for the 
Birthright tree!

Simbang Gabi, also known as the Misa 
de Gallo (mass of the rooster ) or Misa de 
Aguinaldo (mass of gifts), is a rich part of 
the Philippines Christmas tradition. The 
Filipino immigrants have proudly intro-
duced this beautiful tradition to the Church 
in United States.
Since winter weather in most parts of the 
country makes it impractical to hold the 
Mass celebrations at dawn, local parishes 
have adapted the practice and celebrate 
Simbang Gabi in the evenings.
Please join us Thursday, December 17, 
7:30pm. Mass will be celebrated by Rev. 
Ronald Escalante. A pot luck reception 
will follow after the mass in Our Lady of 
Victory Hall. Families attending are asked 
to bring a dish to share. Committee vol-
unteers are greatly needed from our parish 
to make this annual Advent Celebration a 
success.  If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, please contact Kristy O’Neill  to help 
out at 703-727-2480 or bgpb@2001@
yahoo.com.

Save the Date! 
Simbang Gabi

Filipino 
Advent Mass 2015

Vocation Night Campout



St. Francis Council 11136 
We Change Lives and Save Lives!  Do it for your 
family.  Join the Knights, receive the benefits, temporal 
and spiritual, and get know people.  For more info or 
contact Bro. Ben Cox at uss_ranger@ hotmail.com.

Keep Christ in Christmas Cards!  Sales are brisk. Get your cards and 
magnets now after each Mass in the narthex.

A limited number of Oplatek (blessed by Fr. Escalante) are available this 
year, FREE (one per family please). Stop by the Christmas Card table and 
start/continue your own family tradition. This Christmas tradition is observed  
by Polish, Croatian, Slovak and Lithuanians. The unleavened wafers are 
baked from pure wheat flour and water and very thin. Generally the eldest 
member of the family will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of one 
wafer and passing it to another family member with a blessing (an alternate 
method is for each family member to have a piece of an Oplatek to share with 
each other).

Sweats For Vets Last year, 750 new sets of sweat suits were delivered to 
veterans at the Martinsburg VA Medical Center.  Below are the guidelines. 
For questions, contact Bro. Ben Cox at uss_ranger@hotmail.com. Put your 
new sweat suits in the box in the narthex by January 3rd and we will get 
them delivered. 
Guidelines:
•  New sweat suits only (sets preferred)
•  Sizes we want to focus on are Large, XL and  2XL 
•  Do not wrap the sweats in gift wrap but tie each set with Christmas ribbon
•  Please add a label with the size of the sweat suit
•  If possible please put the name of the donating organization on the label 
•  If making a cash donation a check should be written by the donating 
organization to the VA Medical Center  
•  Sweats will be delivered to the VA Medical Ctr. in Martinsburg, WV 

Coats for Kids  Drop off your Good, Clean, useable children’s coats in the 
narthex box.  Help kids stay warm this winter.

Share Sunday Keep your generosity coming as we collect at each Mass 
in November. Area food banks have been very low.  Thank you for your 
giving.

Corporate Communion Come join the Knights of Columbus at the 
8:30am Mass on Sunday, November 29th for its Corporate Communion and 
Rosary following Mass.

****
KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)

 and www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
Grand Knight 2015-2016:  Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.com 

or (330) 612-5913
Like us on Facebook at “KofC11136”

“Keep Christ in Christmas” 
Poster Contest
Entrant Forms will be available in the Narthex . There will be three age divi-
sions (5-7) (8-10) (11-14) Posters must be turn in by December 15th. The goal 
of this program is to increase the awareness of young people's faith, while en-
couraging  them to speak to other youngsters "in their own language" about the 
true meaning of Christmas. Rules are on the back side of entry form. Contact: 
Bill Talamantes 310-717-9503

COATS FOR KIDS
The Knights of Columbus are collecting Good, Clean, useable 
Coats for this coming winter. A box will be provided in the Narthex. 
Last day to donate Sunday December 13th.Contact Bill Talamantes 
310-717-9503

Celebrate the Holidays with Christmas 
Tea, Saturday, December 12 at the 
Birkby House!
Enjoy sumptuous tea sandwiches, delectable scones and a va-
riety of mouth watering desserts in the historical setting of the 
Birkby House in downtown Leesburg. Known for it’s elegant 
surroundings, the Birkby House will be at it’s finest display, 
with it’s halls decked for Christmas. South Street Under has 
created a special menu for the tea that is a foodie’s delight! 
Seatings are 11am, 1pm, and 3pm. Reservations must be 
made by December 8. Please visit www.
achristmastea.yapsody.com for tickets 
and more info. All proceeds will benefit 
the Joyful Child Montessori Atrium, a 
spiritual formation program for children 
using Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 
For further questions, please call Susie 
Twetten at 703-930-1880.

Advent Day of Prayer, Sat., Dec. 12
Come to San Damiano our diocesan Retreat Center in White Post, 
VA  to help make this Advent a fruitful time of preparation for Our 
Lord’s coming. This year’s retreat will be led by Fr. Paul Scalia.  
The retreat theme is Advent in the Jubilee Year: With Mary in the 
School of Mercy.  Registration begins at 9 am and the day con-
cludes after Mass - about 3 pm.  The cost for the day is $30, which 
includes lunch. For information contact Heather @ 540-868-9220 or 
h.milam@arlingtondiocese.org . 

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time 
of silence spent before Jesus physically present before us in 
the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon 
the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop 
that deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the 
very core of our Faith and a true gift for our soul and spiritual 
well-being.  

All parishioners are invited and encouraged 
to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament every Friday.  
Join us this First Friday.

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or 
sixdonofrios@comcast.net if you would like to be-
come a regular adorer, substitute or have any ques-
tions.  For regular adorers who cannot make their 
scheduled time this month, please let Mark know so 
we can ensure adequate coverage.

Rosary at 12:30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm 

7pm MacPac Holy Hour 


