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Welcome!

Please register and become part of our parish community.
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

(Office closed between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us
know by calling or dropping a note.

November 22, 2015

“HAPPY THANKSGIVING”
Parish Center Donor Wall

Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily Masses

Monday and Wednesday - 9am;
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction

Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass
until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is
at 3pm.
First Friday - Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and evening, with
Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School Youth Group / MAC-PAC
Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is
prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment
Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements
with the Office at least six months prior to the intended date of marriage.
Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at
10:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.
Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please
call the office to let us know your needs.

Masses for the Week

OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST THE KING
November 22, 2015

+ deceased
Sat.,Nov. 21
9:00 am
Sat., Nov. 21
5:00 pm
Sun., Nov. 22
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead
and ruler of the kings of the earth.
— Revelation 1:5

Happy
Thanksgiving!
Mass - 9am
(no 6:30am Mass)

TRUE GRATITUDE

Let us remember that, as much has been given us, much will be expected from us, and that true homage comes from the heart as well as
from the lips, and shows itself in deeds.
—Theodore Roosevelt

Please note, there will be no
Senior Luncheon in November
(two days before Thanksgiving).

Parish Financial Status
In-pew Offertory - November 15
YEAR TO DATE		  	
2nd Collection - Maintenance
Parish Giving for October

$ 16,045
$ 348,651
$
2,504

Offertory
			
Building Our Faith
		

$
$

24,559
2,866

Faith In Action

$

5,347

Tue., Nov. 24
		
		
		
Wed., Nov. 25
		
		
		
Sat., Nov. 28

		

This Week

No Communion Service 12:10pm
No Bible Studies
No Walking With Purpose
No RCIA 7:30pm, Room 107
Nar-Anon 7pm, Parish Hall
No Bible Study - Acts
No Charismatic Prayer Group
No Walking With Purpose
That Man is You 6:30am

12:30
6:00

pm
pm

12:30
6:00

pm
pm

Mon., Nov. 23
9:00 am
Tue., Nov. 24
6:30 am
Wed., Nov. 25
9:00 am
Thu., Nov. 26
9:00 am
Fri., Nov. 27
6:30 am
12:00 noon
Sat.,Nov. 28
9:00 am
Sat., Nov. 28
5:00 pm
Sun., Nov. 29
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
+ Marty Nuno
Vigil: Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
+ Caroline Sue Anderson
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
+ Dwayne Simpson
People of the Parish
+ Rose and Howard Ryan
+ Salvatore Firetti
+ Patricia M. Klein
Weekday
+ Pauline Mullaly
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions
Holy Souls in Purgatory
Weekday
+ Mary Catherine Burns
Weekday
+ Vedrana Ledid
Weekday
Presecuted Christians
Harrison and Elizabeth Searles
Weekday
+ Theresa Aprile
Vigil: 1st Sunday of Advent
Carol and Phil Smith
1st Sunday of Advent
People of the Parish
+ Nolan Ryan Robinson
+ Jeff Gerber and Patricia Legler
+ Salvatore Firetti
+ Justin Pasquariello

The church office and religious education office will be
closed on Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November
27 in observance of Thanksgiving.

Mass Celebrant Schedule
Saturday, November 21
Saturday, November 28
5pm: Father Escalante
5pm: Father Mullaney
Sunday, November 22
Sunday, November 29
7am: Father Escalante
7am: Father Mullaney
8:30am: Father Escalante
8:30am: Father Mullaney
10:30am: Father Mullaney
10:30am: Father Escalante
12:30pm: Father Mullaney
12:30pm: Father Escalante
6pm: Father Mullaney
6pm: Father Escalante

Readings for the Week
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11
Wed
Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62-67; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28
Thanksgiving Day, Suggested:
Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19
Friday: Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33
Saturday: Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82-87; Lk 21:34-36
Sunday: Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14;
1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

Shepherd’s
Notes
The donor wall display is now up
The dedication and memory wall plaques are now installed in the new parish center
and ready for viewing. In the midst of the plaques is an image of Saint Francis de Sales.
The beautiful and historically accurate portrait of our patron saint was painted and donated
through the generosity of our own parishioner, Diane Waller. We are most thankful to the
donors from the 3 capital campaigns made the building of our new center: Rooted in Faith
– Forward in Hope, Building Our Faith, and Faith In Action. Please stop by and see the
vibrantly painted picture of Saint Francis de Sales. You’ll be in awe! (The project is not quite
finished. The letterings will soon be placed above the plaques.)

Celebrate Thanksgiving Mass with us!
   We are having a special 9am Thanksgiving Mass this Thursday. Please join us and thank
God for all the blessings we have received by celebrating the Holy Eucharist!

Shop Amazon.com thru our parish website
Many of you are doing your shopping, especially for Christmas gifts, thru Amazon.
com. Please remember to go thru our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and click on the
Amazon.com button on the lower right hand column of our homepage. Amazon gives us a
small percentage of each purchase you make when you use our link. Since October 2013 we
have received just over $3,700 thru your shopping. That’s free donation to our parish and it
doesn’t cost you an extra cent!

Prayers for the tragedy in Paris
Once again the world was appalled to see another tragic terrorist attack that claimed the
lives of at least 128 and injured scores of others in Paris, France. Let us continue to offer our
prayers of support for the victims and for everyone else closely associated with this horrific
act of violence. God brings true healing to those who are suffering as Psalm 34: (18) 19 says,
“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted, saves those whose spirit is crushed.” The terrorists
also threatened to bring this violence to our U.S. soil. We should not let this warning get under
skin but we do need to heed the words of St. Peter in scripture cautioning us to always keep
a watchful eye: “Be sober and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a
lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Our vigilant observance can save lives. We
also should always resort to the words of Jesus in times of distress: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me” (John 14:1).
What happened in France is all the more reason why praying the rosary is so important today. Make sure to include this beautiful and powerful prayer as part of your “home
security.” Pray the rosary regularly at home or on the go. Let the protection of Our Blessed
Mother keep you safe wherever you go.
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

You can now schedule to sign up for hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home.
Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at dianewaller@msn.com. Go to our
parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin Statue and pick a date. Then
just sign up and pick up the statue in the narthex after the Sunday Mass you
attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for the next person to host
our Blessed Mother. Due to the large expected demand for the statue, please
limit your request to once every 6 months for now. Great blessings will come
along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home.
She will not be outdone in generosity!

Ask the Priest
Q. How old and how tall is Pope Francis? –Joe
A. Pope Francis will be 79 on December 17
(born 1936) and is listed at 5 feet – 9 inches in
height. He looks much taller when he’s wearing
his tall pointed bishop’s mitre (hat).
Q. Is it possible to marry one’s first cousin?
–Anonymous
A. This sounds like a very touchy family issue
so I’ll try to keep it simple. The answer is yes but
it is highly discouraged. It is an impediment to
marriage (Canon 1091) in the Catholic Church to
marry a first cousin. But if one has a good reason
a dispensation from the bishop may be obtained.
The practice is also allowed only in states where
it is legal. The root of this prohibition goes back
to the Bible especially in Leviticus 17 where
God specifically prohibits marriage between
close blood relatives. There is a nice article I
would like for you to read regarding marrying
firsts cousins by going to this link: http://catholicexchange.com/can-cousins-marry-in-the-church
(I’ve rarely been asked this question but if you
want my personal advice, my friend, there are
over 7 billion people in the world and the split is
about 50/50. It is best to throw that fishing line
out in the water again and catch a different fish!)
Q. Why does hell give sinners the wrath of
heaven? If satan really hates God that much,
why does he not form an army of the fallen
and march on towards heaven? Why just keep
taking in God’s leftovers? --“Wandering Free”.
Similar question: Since God loves us so much
and he is really powerful, how come he didn’t
destroy the devil in the first place? Not trying to
be sarcastic, just asking. --Anonymous
A. If God wants to he could wipe out the devil
and all his allies instantly. The devil is well aware
that a plan to take over heaven and defeat God
is not possible because God is all-powerful and
there is nothing difficult for him to do. The worse
damage he can do is try to take as many souls
away from God by tempting them to fall into sin.
We don’t know all the reasons why God chose
to let the devil and his demons roam about the
world to make our path to heaven extra difficult.
But we do know that one’s greatness in heaven
is measured by one’s faithfulness to God and
triumph over sin and evil while living here on
earth. Someday in the next life we’ll know all the
answers to these good intriguing questions.

Save the date! Simbang Gabi
Filipino Advent Mass 2015

Simbang Gabi, also known as the Misa de Gallo (mass of the
rooster ) or Misa de Aguinaldo (mass of gifts), is a rich part of
the Philippines Christmas tradition.
The Filipino immigrants have proudly introduced this beautiful tradition to the Church in United States.
Since winter weather in most parts of the country makes it impractical to hold the Mass celebrations at dawn, local parishes
have adapted the practice and celebrate Simbang Gabi in the
evenings.
Please join us Thursday, December 17, 7:30pm. Mass will be
celebrated by Rev. Ronald Escalante.
A pot luck reception will follow after the mass in Our Lady of
Victory Hall. Families attending are asked to bring a dish to
share. Committee volunteers are greatly needed from our parish to make this annual Advent Celebration a success. If you
are interested in volunteering, please contact the parish office.

Psychological Counseling at
St. Francis de Sales

Struggling with issues of depression, anxiety or an unhappy
family life? It may be that, in addition to the consolations of
prayer and grace, psychological counseling can help. Counseling and assessment, consistent with the Catholic faith, is now
available at St. Francis through Catholic Charities. Dr. Antony
Bond, a licensed clinical psychologist, will work from a parish
room on Monday in the afternoon/early evenings. Dr. Bond
is a practicing Catholic who has worked in hospitals, schools
aand even a seminary. He sees adults, children and families
for many difficulties, such as anger management, eating
disorders, scruples, marital problems, grief and struggles
with pornography and compulsive sexual behaviors. The
counseling will be confidential and appointments are made
in advance via Catholic Charities Intake line (703 841 2531).
These services are supported via many insurance plans as well
as at reduced rates according to need and ability to pay. For
further information please call 703 841 2531.

Our thoughts and
prayers are with ...
Our Military Members:
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Sgt.
Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew
Cahan; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey,
Col. Patrick Grady, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, 1stLT
Kristin Dembia, ENS Scott Cypher
The Sick:
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary
Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased:
David Miles, Ed Bighouse, David May, Pilar Vayas Galvan,
Nedgelka Fourney, Alice Poel, Neal Brown, Don
Mowe, Lloyd Tracey, Sand Dinh Nguyen, Lillian
Risceck

***

PASTOR’S WISH LIST

***

• Christmas decorators needed--We need volunteers to help decorate the church and
the gym for Christmas on Saturday, December 19 from 9:45am to 2pm. Please contact
Cathy Mitchell for details (c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).

• Hosting the Pilgrim Virgin statue sign up—You can now schedule to sign up for
hosting the Pilgrim Virgin in your home. Email our coordinator, Diane Waller, at
dianewaller@msn.com. Go to our parish website and click under Pilgrim Virgin
Statue and pick a date. Then just sign up and pick up the statue in the narthex after
the Sunday Mass you attend and return it no later than Saturday morning for the next
person to host our Blessed Mother. Due to the large expected demand for the statue,
please limit your request to once every 6 months for now. Great blessings will come
along your way when you invite Our Lady and pray the rosary in your home. She
will not be outdone in generosity!
• Parish Rosary Challenge continues—If you missed last month’s pledge drive,
you can still sign up by filling out the sheet in the pews and return it to the office.
Everyone in the parish is asked to make a pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a
week. Go to our website (www.saintfrancisparish.org) and click on Rosary Campaign or just go directly to www.rosarygraces.com for more info.
• Make sure to report rosaries prayed & sign up for clubs thru these emails:
To report the number of rosaries prayed during the week (or month), go to www.
rosarygraces.com and click on “Challenge” +”Rosaries prayed.” To sign up for the
individual clubs, send your selections to the same website and click on “Challenge”
+ “Pledge Levels & Members” and go down to the bottom of the page to click on
the email address.
• Rosary testimonials needed—If your special petition was granted through praying
the rosary, we’d like to add it to our testimonial page of our upcoming Rosary Challenge website. Please send me your testimonials directly.
• New pews donation/dedication-We’re in the process of looking into replacing
the church floor and all of the pews with new ones. With a large debt to pay off the
new education center, we have some tight planning to make this project possible.
I’d like to get a feel of how many parishioners would be interested in sponsoring a
pew (with a dedication plate in the honor of your choice). This will give our finance
council an idea whether we can financially support this project sooner than later. We
estimate about 50 pews will be needed. Some pews are shorter than the others so the
price range will be somewhere from $1,500 to $3,000 depending on how fancy the
pews we select; and whether we use all wood or with cushion (seat, back, kneelers—or everything cushioned). Let me know soon if you’re interested in reserving
a pew so that I can start getting a head count. If I receive 50 requests then we’re
in good shape to keep moving forward with the project. Payments can be made in
installments.
************
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102),
by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em!
• Many big Thank You to our 3 “anonymous” parishioners who have volunteered to
remove mold/mildew from the church, oratory and office doors and church front sides.
They also repainted them sparkling shiny white well in time for our Thanksgiving &
Christmas celebrations! Please let us remember them in our prayers for their great generous work in beautifying God’s house.
• We received over 1,500 written pledges from the Rosary Challenge drive to pray a
minimum of 1 rosary a week. Expect lots of blessings coming along our way.
• We’re up to 24 donors now who reserved for the new pews. We’re almost halfway to
the total pews needed!

TEEN FAITH NEWS
TEEN MASS - Every Sunday at
6pm. All Teens are welcome. Join us
in the front left 4 rows of church
as we celebrate the Teen Mass
together.

MISSED SACRAMENT MEETINGS?

If you missed the 1st Reconciliation meetings or 7th Grade or
8th Grade Confirmation meetings, please stop by the RE office
when you bring your child to class. A lot of information was handed
out at these meetings and you will be missing out regarding your
child’s Sacrament preparation.

Fall Schedule 2015
Loudoun County

Root of Jesse: A Study of the “O Antiphons” w/ Compline
Rev. Msgr. Charles Pope
Sunday, December 6 @ 6pm
Dinner included; lecture to begin @ 7pm, No RSVP required.
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall, 46639
Algonkian Parkway, Potomac Falls
Not One Stone: The Story of the Fall of Jerusalem (70 AD)
Prof. Timothy T. O’Donnell, S.T.D., KGCHS
Saturday, December 12 @ 6:30pm
St. Francis de Sales
Feasts of the Jews: Understanding the Jewish Festal Cycle and
it’s Fulfillment in Christ
Rev. Paul Schenck
Thursday, December 17 @ 7:30pm
St. John the Apostle Church Hall, 101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, Leesburg

Workcamp Meeting - Sunday, November 22, 7-9pm.
For all those wanting to go to workcamp. If you
have not signed up you can sign up on this night and
if you want to guarantee your spot you can pay your
$150 deposit
COLLEGE CHILI NIGHT - It’s Back! College students join us on Wednesday, Nov 25th for College
Chili Night. All college students are invited to come
hang out with your youth group buddies at my home.
E-mail to RSVP and for the address. Parents, please
let your college students know about this.
JaneTreado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

Religious Education Calendar
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 22
Sunday		
Grades K-8th Session 1 - 8:45am
		
Grades K-8th Session 2 - 10:45am
Monday		
Pre-School - 10am
		
Grades K-8th - 4:30pm
		
Grade 8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wednesday
NO CLASSES
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29
Sunday		
NO CLASSES
Monday		
Pre-School - 10am
		
Grades K-8th - 4:30pm
		
Grade 8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Wednesday
Pre-School, Grades 1st-8th - 4:30pm

“Come as You Are”
Teen Fall Retreat at
Brethren Woods

Celebrate the Holidays with Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 12 at the Birkby House!

Christmas Advent Village
Saturday, December 5
10am-4:30pm

Our new building continues to offer fun and new opportunities for our
parishioners. St. Francis de Sales is hosting it’s first Christmas Advent
Village this year! Individuals/companies can sell their crafts/wares in a
holiday themed environment. If you are interested in participating, please
visit our website for General Show Rules www.saintfrancisparish.org/
christmas-advent-village/ , or contact Paul Kerstanski at pkerstanski@
hotmail.com.

Oplatek (Christmas Wafers)

A limited number of Oplatek (blessed by Fr. Escalante) are available this
year, FREE (one per family please). Donations are accepted. Stop by the
Christmas Card table and start/continue your own family tradition.
Families of Polish, Slovak and Lithuanian background observe this
Christmas Eve tradition. The unleavened wafers are baked from pure
wheat flour and water, very thin, and are identical in composition to the
altar bread that becomes the Eucharist. Being only a reminder of the
Body of Christ used in private homes, Opłatek lack sanctification by a
priest or bishop. Generally the eldest member of the family will begin
the ritual by breaking off a piece of one wafer and passing it to another
family member with a blessing (an alternate method is for each family
member to have a piece of an Oplatek to share with each other).

St. Francis De Sales Book Club

Next Book Cllub meeting is December 14 at 7pm in the Parish Library.
Email Leslie Kole at leslie.kole@hotmail.com with any questions
Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives by Pope Benedict XVI

Thanksgiving Together
Hosted by
TREE OF LIFE Community Kitchen
A FREE meal for Everyone! If you are alone, working
or looking to share in the joy of coming together for
a traditional meal, please join us for a Thanksgiving
Feast. Families welcome! Meals can also be delivered
to homebound individuals in Western Loudoun area.

THANKSGIVING DAY
12noon-2pm
St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church
37018 Glendale St,
Purcellville, VA

If you would like to donate or volunteer, visit
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444aba82fa46-thanksgiving

Enjoy sumptuous tea sandwiches, delectable scones and a variety
of mouth watering desserts in the historical setting of the Birkby
House in downtown Leesburg. Known for it’s elegant surroundings, the Birkby House will be at it’s finest display, with it’s halls
decked for Christmas. South Street Under has created a special
menu for the tea that is a foodie’s delight! Seatings are 11am, 1pm,
and 3pm. Reservations must be made by December 8. Please visit
www.achristmastea.yapsody.com for tickets and more info. All proceeds will benefit
the Joyful Child Montessori Atrium, a
spiritual formation program for children
using Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
For further questions, please call Susie
Twetten at 703-930-1880.

Ketterman’s Christmas Tree Decorating contest

Birthright is participating in the Ketterman's Christmas Tree Decorating
contest. Several local non-profits will be decorating Christmas trees right
outside of Kettermans. The charity decorates the tree based on the work
they do. The theme of the Birthright tree this year will be "Life and Joy to
Babies Around the World". The tree that gets the most votes wins a $500
prize for the charity it represents.
Voting begins November 25th to December 24th. Anyone is allowed to
vote. The ballot box is INSIDE the Ketterman's store. So, in order to vote,
you MUST go inside the store. Please consider heading over to Ketterman's and voting for the Birthright tree!

Advent Day of Prayer, Sat., December 12

Come to San Damiano our diocesan Retreat Center in White Post, VA to
help make this Advent a fruitful time of preparation for Our Lord’s coming. This year’s retreat will be led by Fr. Paul Scalia. The retreat theme is
Advent in the Jubilee Year: With Mary in the School of Mercy. Registration begins at 9 am and the day concludes after Mass - about 3 pm. The
cost for the day is $30, which includes lunch. For information contact
Heather @ 540-868-9220 or h.milam@arlingtondiocese.org .

Looking for local, full-time Catholic
education options for your children?
Allder Montessori is now accepting
applications for the 2016-2017 academic
year, and limited slots are still available
for the remainder of the current year!
Located near Routes 287 & 7 in Purcellville, Allder Montessori is in its
4th year of operation, offering two programs: Primary (pre-K/K, ages
3-6) and Elementary (ages 6-12). Classes meet five days per week and
integrate the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for seamless Catholic
religious education. The comprehensive elementary program incorporates
the "Great Lessons" to inspire the child's wonder and awe in the Universe
and the Earth, Life, Humans, Language, and Numbers. Both programs
leverage the rural school property, complementing classroom lessons with
the guided exploration of nature trails and Catoctin Creek. Open houses
are scheduled for January 31 and February 28th. Tours by appointment.
Please contact Christina Huth at chuth@alldermontesorri.com or visit
www.AllderMontessori.com.

St. Francis Council 11136 news
We Change Lives and Save Lives! Do it for your family. Join
the Knights, receive the benefits, temporal and spiritual, and
get know people. For more info or contact Bro. Ben Cox at
uss_ranger@ hotmail.com.
Keep Christ in Christmas Cards! Sales are brisk. Get your cards and magnets
now after each Mass in the narthex.
A limited number of Oplatek (blessed by Fr. Escalante) are available this year,
FREE (one per family please). Stop by the Christmas Card table and start/continue
your own family tradition. This Christmas tradition is observed by Polish, Croatian, Slovak and Lithuanians. The unleavened wafers are baked from pure wheat
flour and water and very thin. Generally the eldest member of the family will begin
the ritual by breaking off a piece of one wafer and passing it to another family
member with a blessing (an alternate method is for each family member to have a
piece of an Oplatek to share with each other).
Sweats For Vets Last year, 750 new sets of sweat suits were delivered to veterans at the Martinsburg VA Medical Center. Below are the guidelines. For questions, contact Bro. Ben Cox at uss_ranger@hotmail.com. Put your new sweat
suits in the box in the narthex by January 3rd and we will get them delivered.
Guidelines:
• New sweat suits only (sets preferred)
• Sizes we want to focus on are Large, XL and 2XL
• Do not wrap the sweats in gift wrap but tie each set with Christmas ribbon
• Please add a label with the size of the sweat suit
• If possible please put the name of the donating organization on the label
• If making a cash donation a check should be written by the donating organization to the VA Medical Center
• Sweats will be delivered to the VA Medical Ctr. in Martinsburg, WV
Blood Drive TODAY at the Purcellville Fire and Rescue Station on Hirst Road,
7am to Noon.
Coats for Kids Drop off your Good, Clean, useable children’s coats in the
narthex box. Help kids stay warm this winter.
Share Sunday You donated over 3,700 lbs of food this month. Keep your generosity coming as we collect at each Mass in November. Area food banks have
been very low. Thank you for your giving.
Corporate Communion Come join the Knights of Columbus at the 8:30am
Mass on Sunday, November 29th for its Corporate Communion and Rosary
following Mass.
****
KofC11136.org (St. Francis Council)
and www.kofc.org (Supreme Council)
Grand Knight 2015-2016: Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.com
or (330) 612-5913

Keep Christ in Christmas
Poster Contest

Entrant Forms will be available in the Narthex . There will be three age divisions
(5-7) (8-10) (11-14) Posters must be turn in by December 15th. The goal of this
program is to increase the awareness of young people's faith, while encouraging
them to speak to other youngsters "in their own language" about the true meaning
of Christmas. Rules are on the back side of entry form. Contact: Bill
Talamantes 310-717-9503

4

THANKS GIVING
KofC BLOOD DRIVE is TODAY

Purcellville Fire and Safety Center
7am - 12:30pm

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus of St.
Francis de Sales and Inova Blood Services.

For those are are grieving the loss of a
loved one, the holidays can be an especially
difficult time.This workshop is designed to
help you prepare for a holiday season
without your loved one.

Holiday Grief
Workshop

Monday, November 23, 6-7:30pm
St. Francis de Sales Parish Hall
To register, please call 540 313-9200
and ask for the Bereavement Dept.

Sponsored by Blue Ridge Hospice

Extra Musicians/Singers for Christmas

If you sing or play an instrument and would like to participate in
the Christmas Masses, please contact Michael Galdo at
m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org. The Choir will sing at the
10:30pm Night Mass on Dec.ember 24th.
We will hold a first rehearsal on Wednesday, December 2rd from 7pm – 9pm. We
are also looking for additional singers
and instrumentalists for the Christmas
morning Masses at 8:30am, 10:30am, and
12:30pm.

COATS FOR KIDS

The Knights of Columbus are collecting Good, Clean, useable
Coats for this coming winter. A box will be provided in the
Narthex. Last day to donate Sunday December 13th.Contact Bill
Talamantes 310-717-9503

November Feed the Hungry Month

Share Sunday

Our Fall Harvest 10,000 pound Food
Challenge Continues!!!

