
                    
 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Mark Mullaney, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian
Mr. Phillip Goode, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us
 know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 
5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the afternoon and evening, with 
Benediction at 11pm. 7pm is the Middle School Youth Group / MAC-PAC Holy 
Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 
12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  
10:30am (note new time) and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the 
last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and ad-
minister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please 
call the office to let us know your needs.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time        September 6, 2015

"Are you ready for 
next week's Rosary 
Challenge?" 

Crown of Roses
Children’s Rosary Group



   
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Sept. 5 Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., Sept. 5 Vigil: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm + Leo Bresnahan
Sun., Sept. 6 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + deceased members of the Sommer, Butts
   families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Lillian Sottile
 12:30 pm + Maria Keran
   6:00 pm + Jean Bikowski
Mon., Sept. 7 Weekday
        9:00 am + Linda Waters
Tue., Sept. 8 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Wed., Sept. 9 Saint Peter Claver
   9:00 am + Bonnie Jacobs and family
Thu., Sept. 10 Weekday
    6:30 am Terry and Rick Barbato
Fri., Sept. 11 Weekday
   6:30 am + Grace Rebecca Mann
 12:00 noon + Julian Wakefield
Sat., Sept. 12 Weekday
   9:00 am + Wilbur and Cecilia Clouse
Sat., Sept. 12 Vigil: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm + John Terrance Ruane
Sun., Sept. 13 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am In Thanksgiving
 10:30 am + Doug and Bob Commerce
 12:30 pm + Madison Small
   6:00 pm + Rita Purcell-Robertson

Sun., Sept. 6 Adult Basketball 
Wed., Sept. 9 Nar-Anon - 7pm, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group 7pm, Oratory

This Week

Saturday, September 12
 5pm:  Father Escalante
Sunday, September 13
 7am:  Father Escalante
 8:30am:  Father Escalante
 10:30am:  Father Mullaney
 12:30pm:  Father Mullaney
 6pm:  Father Mullaney
(Father Escalante preaching 
at all Masses on the Rosary 
Challenge)

Mass Celebrant Schedule

In-pew Offertory - August 23 $    11,922 
YEAR TO DATE     $  160,273

Parish Giving for August:
               Offertory:                   $     20,272                 
               Building Our Faith:   $          286
               Faith In Action:          $       6,837

Parish Financial Status

Saturday, September 5
 5pm:  Father Mullaney
Sunday, September 6
 7am:  Father Mullaney
 8:30am:  Father Mullaney
 10:30am:  Father Escalante
 12:30pm:  Father Escalante
 6pm:  Father Escalante

• delicious food & drinks • games for kids • 
• entertainment •

Last names A-L please bring side dishes
Last names M-Z please bring desserts

The Knights are cooking BBQ chicken, 
hot dogs, burgers, sausages

If you wish to volunteer or help out please contact 
John Haraburda at sfdsparishpicnic@gmail.com 

Sunday, September 13 @ 1:30pm

All Are 
Welcome!!!

SAVE THE DATE!
Family Square Dance - Saturday, November 7

Mon: Col 1:24 — 2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11, or, for Labor Day,  
 any readings from the Mass “For the Blessing of Human 
 Labor,” nos. 907-911
Tue: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6 ; Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18- 
 23]
Wed.:    Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-13ab; Lk 6:20-26
Thu: Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 6:27-38
Friday: 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11; Lk 6:39-42
Sat: 1 Tm 1:15-17; Ps 113:1b-7; Lk 6:43-49 
Sun: Is 50:5-9a; Ps 116:1-6, 8-9; Jas 2:14-18;  Mk 8:27-35

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 6, 2015

Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich 
in faith and heirs to the kingdom?

— James 2:5



three

   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Are You Interested in the Catholic Faith?
We will soon begin a new journey in faith to share the richness of the Catholic 
Church and our parish family. We invite you to learn what the Church teaches, 
and be introduced to some of our parish members. These sessions also are op-
portunities for you, and others that you may wish to invite, to ask those perplex-
ing and difficult questions you may have about the Church. These gatherings are 
for inquirers and are open to people who are unbaptized, as well as those who 
are baptized Christians from Protestant or Evangelical backgrounds. 
Mark your calendar: the first session is Tuesday, September 15 at 7:30pm in 
Education Center. Please give us a call if you have questions, would like further 
information at 540-338-4497 or email  j.blankenshipo@saintfrancisparish.org.

directorys

Q.  How does God know all the languages? --Leela
A.  God understands everything even when we don’t speak. 
God understands perfectly even what babies are trying to say. 
Language is what we use to communicate with others what we 
want to say. God is so perfect he already knows what we’re 
trying to say before we even say a word. He even knows what 
we’re thinking and knows us better than we know ourselves.
 
Q.  Have you read the entire Old Testament?  I find it dif-
ficult to read and understand. –A.
A.  Yes, I have read both the Old and New Testaments from 
cover to cover. It took me about three years to do it. I started 
reading in my high school sophomore year and finished shortly 
after graduation. If you are thinking of reading the whole Bible 
there are systematic guides you can use. There is a free guide 
to read a Catholic Bible in one year at this site: 
https://speakingofscripture.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/
bible_in_a_year.pdf   If you want to buy it in book form you 
can order one from Amazon.com (thru our website, of course!): 
My Daily Catholic Bible (published by Our Sunday Visitor). 
Another way is to read the Bible in the chronological order it 
was written.  Unfortunately, I cannot find my copy right now 
to share its title/author. Here’s the next best thing I have: http://
thecontemplativecatholicconvert.blogspot.com/2010/12/bible-
reading-plan.html  The Old Testament is actually fun to read 
because it is filled with lots of action and spectacular stories of 
how God and the angels were often involved with the people 
in the world.  Some of the prophets are difficult because of 
the many symbolisms used in the prophecies. But don’t let 
that discourage you. Scholars are often unable to explain them 
either. The genealogies also become exciting when you start 
reading their background story. So pick up the Old Testament 
and enjoy the adventure of your life!
 
Q.  What are your thoughts on evolution? –Anonymous
A.  God could easily have created the universe in a matter 
of days or through an evolving process that took millions or 
billions of years. The Catholic Church has neither condemned 
nor favored the theory of evolution. The concept of life begin-
ning in the world as an evolving process of creation by God 
is not contrary to faith teaching. It is the rejection of God as 
the author of nature and evolution that is problematic. In the 
creation of man it is important to believe that God infuses an 
immortal soul to every single human being that gives him 
human life. My personal thoughts on the evolution is that 
God created the world in a matter of days as the Bible tells it 
and not in millions and millions of years as modern science 
teaches it. I base my opinion on the number of years the Bible 
specified in between the generations between Adam to Jesus 
amounting to only about 4,000 years. It appears from Genesis 
that God created the world in a very short period of time and 
inhabited it with plants, wildlife and humans a short time af-
terwards. Many in today’s science date our human generation 
to about 200,000 years ago. Supposedly, we evolved from the 
“great apes” around 7 million years prior to that (Really, how 
would they know that? And how come the great apes are still 
around if we evolved from them?). I just don’t see the rationale 
for God to create a universe for several billion years before 
allowing life to live in it.

Rosary Challenge starts next weekend!
 
            The parish rosary drive begins next weekend (September 12-13).  I 
will preach at all the Masses to promote the Rosary Challenge. Our goal is for 
everyone in the parish to make a pledge to pray Our Lady’s rosary at least once 
a week. It is not a difficult goal since a 5-decade rosary takes only an average of 
20 minutes. If you prayed only one decade of the rosary a day it will take you 
only 4 minutes/day and less than a week to complete the 5-decade rosary.
            Praying the rosary has done incredible wonders to the spiritual lives of 
so many people in the past 800 years since Saint Dominic introduced this devo-
tion.  It made many saints and converted many souls. We are living in a world 
filled with all sorts of troubles beyond our control.  As scripture says, “Be sober 
and vigilant. Your opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith, knowing that your 
fellow believers throughout the world undergo the same sufferings. The God of 
all grace who called you to his eternal glory through Christ Jesus will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you after you have suffered a little” 
(1 Peter 5:8-10).
  Many of you have approached me about the terrible problems you have 
encountered in your family, marriage, children, workplace, financial situation, 
health, neighborhood, and even what is going on in our country and the world.  
The list is endless and we all often feel helpless. It saddens me when I feel help-
less to offer an immediate solution.
  However, no matter how helpless we feel, we are definitely not hopeless!  
At the first miracle of Jesus the people felt helpless when they ran out of wine at 
the wedding feast at Cana (John 2:1-11). And who was responsible for getting 
the bride and groom out of the bind by asking Jesus to intervene? It was the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and our Mother in heaven as well!
  We shouldn’t feel hopeless anymore since God gave us our Blessed 
Mother to turn to in time of need. The best private devotional prayer we know 
in the history of the Catholic Church (and the world) is praying the rosary. This 
simple prayer has helped everyone regardless of his or her spiritual, age, social, 
intellectual, financial or health status. This is the prayer for all ages. If you have 
never prayed the rosary before now is the time to get started and you will see a 
major change in your spiritual life. If you pray it often, you will amaze yourself 
how quickly you will get to know and love Jesus even more. You will also 
become much happier and much more confident in your life.
  To make it more fun and easy, I devised an all-original Rosary Pledge 
Drive designed for parishioners to take part in. I also added a “Rosary Club” 
membership and 9-Pledge Levels drive to let you know that people who pray 
the rosary come from all walks (and hobbies) of life. By joining the club (that 
doesn’t actually meet) and posting your name, you will get to see others online 
who pray the rosary and have the same interests as you. You will also get the 
incentive of increasing your pledge level by checking how far you can go and 
see what level your fellow parishioners are in. The idea is to get the parishio-
ners to pray the rosary more and to add more personal devotions along the way 
including Eucharistic Adoration and daily Mass.
  To get a preview of what’s coming up, look up our new Rosary Challenge 
website at www.rosarygraces.com.  
  See you at the Parish Picnic and for the lottery drawing of who gets the 4 
available tickets to join me for Pope Francis’ Mass next month at the Immacu-
late Conception Basilica on September 23rd (my birthday—thank you, Saint 
Agnes!). The drawing will be held after my 3pm Magic Show.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



 

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; SPC Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. 
Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 1st Lt 
Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Pat-
rick Grady, LanceCpl Zachary Gingras, 1stLT 
Kristin Dembia, ENS Scott Cypher
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Fur-
low, Brian DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von 
Bergen, Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
John Lovasz, Eileen Pomanski, Richard Nachajski, 
Otto Spokas, Grace Baran,  David Miles, Ed Big-
house, David May, Pilar Vayas Galvan,  Nedgelka 
Fourney, Alice Poel, Neal Brown, Don Mowe, 
Lloyd Tracey, Sand Dinh Nguyen

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• 4 tickets to see Pope Francis on Sept. 23—I have two seated & two standing tickets for 
the papal Mass on Sept. 23.  Call the parish during business hours to register your name for 
the lottery drawing at the parish picnic on Sept. 13 at 4pm.  Two names will be drawn and 
each will receive two tickets each.  Deadline to register is Sept. 11 at 4pm.  You must be a 
registered parishioner to be eligible.
 
• Parish Rosary Challenge starts next week!—Everyone in the parish is asked to make a 
pledge to pray the Rosary at least once a week.  If you want to peek at what’s coming up, 
check out this amazing website Mandy Corcoran arranged for us:  www.rosarygraces.com  

• New preschool CCD—This year we’re offering religious education to preschool children.  
Sign your little ones on one of these 3 days:  Monday (10-11:30am), Wednesday (4:15-
5:45pm), and Thursday (1-2:30pm).
 
• Rosary testimonials needed—If your special petition was granted through praying the ro-
sary, we’d like to add it to our testimonial page of our upcoming Rosary Challenge website. 
Please send me your testimonials directly.
 
• Do you know anyone who might be interested in becoming a Catholic?—Please invite 
them to contact me or the religious education office. RCIA class begins in September 15 
(7:30 – 9pm).  The class is also available to adults who have not yet received Confirmation 
and First Communion and for those who just want to take an adult Catholic refresher course.

• Corporate sponsors needed—for the Bella Notte fundraising gala.  If you know of anyone 
or a company who might be willing to be a sponsor for our gala please contact Paul Kerstan-
ski (pkerstanski@hotmail.com).  Sponsors help offset our cost by a lot.
 
• Buy “Bella Notte” tickets & support our new parish center—See upcoming details about 
purchasing a ticket and support our new parish center. Enjoy and an evening of dinner, 
entertainment, silent auctions, and a chance to win the top prize of $5,000 cash (October 24 
dinner/drawing)!
 
• Catholics Got Talent!—If you would like to participate in the parish talent show please 
submit your name/contact info/type of talent by September 20.  See Shepherd’s Notes on 
8.23.2015 for more details.
 
• Our Lady of Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage—Save November 4 (6-8pm) for this special 
pilgrimage right in our parish.  See this week’s Shepherd’s Notes for more details.
 
• New pews donation/dedication--We’re in the process of looking into replacing the church 
floor and all of the pews with new ones. With a large debt to pay off the new educational 
center, we have some tight planning to make this project possible. I’d like to get a feel of 
how many parishioners would be interested in sponsoring a pew (with a dedication plate 
in the honor of your choice). This will give our finance council an idea whether we can 
financially support this project sooner than later. We estimate about 50 pews will be needed. 
Some pews are shorter than the others and the price range will be somewhere from $1,500 
to $3,000 depending on how fancy the pews we select; and whether we use all wood or 
with cushion (seat, back, kneelers—or everything cushioned). Let me know soon if you’re 
interested in reserving a pew so that I can start getting a head count.  f I receive 50 requests 
then we’re in good shape to keep moving forward with the project. Payments can be made 
in installments.
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by email 

(countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

 
Got ‘em!

 
•   15 donors have now reserved for the new pews!
•  Thank you to the Bernabe Family who built us a nice sturdy traveling case for our new 
Pilgrim Virgin statue that will go from house to house to bring blessings and good tidings 
to families and individuals that will host her and pray the rosary.

Below are the names of people along with 
the date of their burial from our parish since 

the time Saint Francis de Sales became a 
parish in 1967. Scripture tells us to pray for the 

living and the dead. Let us commend to the Lord’s 
mercy the following:

Carolyn Watson, September 3, 2014
Christine Orlando, September, 2014
June Young, September 12, 2013

Mary Sierzega, September 16, 2012
Patricia Spates, September 11, 2011

Robert Foldenauer, September 23, 2010
Consuelo Furr, September 7, 2010

Aurilino Arellano, September 17, 2009
Thomas J. Hunt, September 7, 2007

Mildred Hutchins, September 23, 2006
Skipp Hayes, September 9, 2006
Esther Rice, September 11, 2004

Kathleen McGovern, Sept. 7, 2002
George Shannon, September 19, 1997
Thelma May Connors, Sept. 2, 1997
Earle Bradshaw, September 14, 1996
Ruth Bradshaw, September 20, 1996

Mary Magdelene Stanis, Sept. 20, 1994
Rosanna Bowden, Sept. 30, 1994

Joseph Knortz, September 14, 1984
Robert Swezey, September 25, 1979

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - Sept. 2015

Universal: That opportunities for education and 
employment may increase for all young people.

Evangelization: That catechists may give witness 
by living in a way consistent with the faith they 
proclaim.



Step Three in The Great Adventure Bible Study Program, Acts: The Spread of the Kingdom, builds on The Bible 
Timeline and Matthew by showing how Christ's Kingdom on earth is empowered to carry out his work in the 
world. The book of Acts shows the Church, enlivened by the Holy Spirit, teaching, preaching, healing, and restor-
ing outcasts in the same way that Jesus did on earth. The Acts of the Apostles provides an historic framework for 
understanding the rest of the New Testament. Paul’s letters in particular come alive in a new way when they are 
read within the context of the Acts narrative. 

Tuesday Morning 10am - 12 Noon &  

Wednesday Evening 7pm - 9pm  

 Download the registration form at www.saintfrancisparish.org 
For questions contact j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org 

With Psalms: The School of Prayer, The Great Adventure moves from telling the Story to making it personal. While 
the historical books of the Bible recount God's creative and redemptive acts in history, the Psalms reveal Israel's 
response to God's covenant offer and serve as a model for our response to Him. Indeed, one could say that the 
historical books tell the "outside" of the story of Israel by giving an historical perspective, while the Psalms tell the 
"inside" story, which comes from the deeply personal perspective of one who is seeking God. Our communication 
with God is enhanced by a deeper understanding of the book of Psalms and of the individual psalms that reside in 
each of our hearts.  

Tuesday Morning 10am - 11:30am &  

Tuesday Evening 7:30pm - 9pm  

 Download the registration form at www.saintfrancisparish.org 
For questions contact j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org 





TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Catechist Needed!!
Please consider volunteering your time to teach the children of the par-
ish about Jesus Christ.  Requirements for teaching are a passion and 
love for the Lord.  To volunteer please contact James Blankenship at 
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org. We have been very blessed with 
many volunteers already, we just have a few openings. The Lord will 
reward you for your generosity!

Monday, 4:30pm - Kindergarten

Substitute Teachers Really Needed
Sometimes work or life’s responsibilities force the regular catechist to 
miss a Religious Ed class. The Religious Education Office is looking 
for generous volunteers who are willing to be a substitute catechist for 
those unplanned absences. Lesson plans are provided and God’s grace 
abounds. If you are interested in being on the Substitute Catechist list 
please contact James Blankenship at re@saintfrancisparish.org.  

TEEN MASS - Every Sunday at 6pm. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in 
the front left 4 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.  
 
No Youth Group - Sunday, September 6th.  Have a great 
Labor Day Weekend.   

Workcamp Reunion and Youth Group Kick-Off - 
Sunday Sept. 13th. Bring friends

Welcome all rising 9th  graders - You are now eligible 
to join our Youth Group on Sunday nights, 7pm-9pm. 
We look forward to welcoming you into our group. 
Friends welcome!

Homeless Shelter - We will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 8th, 
4:45-7pm.  We will not cook on Monday, Labor Day.  We will 
be serving Fried Chicken.  

Pope Visit - All those going to see the Pope in Philadel-
phia in September, your last payment was due by Aug. 
16th.  Please send it in ASAP!!! 

Movie War Room - We will be going to the movie, War 
Room. at Dulles Town Center. It opens on August 28th.  
Great movie on the power of prayer.  

WE HAVE A CONFIRMATION DATE!!!
Bishop Loverde will confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, April 16 at 10am and 2pm. 

The RCIA for Teens (RCIT)
Mondays, 7-8:15pm in the Education Center. RCIT is a 
class for all high school students who have not yet received 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, First Holy Commu-
nion, and/or Confirmation. Students are also required to at-
tend class regularly, attend parent/child meetings, complete 
student assignments, and participate in a retreat. For more 
info contact the RE Office or visit us online 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/
sacramental-prep/rcit/
First class is Monday, September 14.

Late Religious Education Registration Procedures: 
We know your child(ren)’s faith formation is of the utmost importance to 
you!... So, don’t worry if you have not yet signed your child(ren) up for 
classes because it’s not too late!. We do ask that you help us by follow-
ing the procedures below: 

RE classes begin next Sunday, September 13.  No registrations will 
be processed this week.  This time is needed to prepare for classes.  
Students who are registered after this date will begin class the week of 
Sunday, September 20th There will be no walk-in registrations on 
the first day of class. 

We are forming classes for over 800 students, and at this we have less 
than 600 registered. Please help us best serve our students and cat-
echists by getting your registration in today!  If you have any additional 
questions contact Janice at j.rees@saintfranciparish.org or 540-338-
4497. 

The following classes are full:

Sunday, 8:45am - 2nd Grade, 6th Grade

Sunday, 10:35am - 3 Grade

Monday, 4:30pm - WE HAVE ADDED AN ADDITIONAL 7TH 
GRADE CLASSES - THERE ARE NOW OPENINGS

Wednesday, 4:30pm,- 7th Grade & 8th Grade

Due to lack of enrollment, the 7pm Monday evening 
7th Grade classes have been cancelled

Announcing St. Francis Students For Life!
Come join us for a brief informational meeting Monday, Septem-
ber 14th at 8:15pm in the Education Center.  Meetings 1-2 times 
per month and we also plan to participate in fun activities.
All Teens (8th grade & up) are welcome in forming our new Pro-
Life group. Come Join, Learn, Grow, Be Courageous, and have 
FUN! If you have any questions or cannot make the meeting and 
are interested please contact lauderbacks@gmail.com. 



Limits of Power: Popes, Councils, Synods, & the Infallibility of 
the Catholic Church
Prof. William Marshner, S.T.D.
Thursdays, September 10 & 17 @ 7:30pm
Holy Spirit Church Hall, 8800 Braddock Road, Annandale

Discovering God’s Fingerprint at the San Gennaro Festival
Prof. John Cuddeback, Ph.D.
Saturday, September 12 @ 11am
Three Fox Vineyards, 10100 Three Fox Lane, Delaplane

Liberty, Religion & Matrimony: The Future of Marriage & 
Religious Freedom
Ryan T. Anderson, Ph.D.
Tuesday, September 15 @ 7:30pm
St. Ambrose Church Hall, 3901 Woodburn Road, Annandale

Summer Schedule 2015

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
Summer reading:  The Book of Jotham (Catholic Fiction) by Authur Powers
Our first meeting is scheduled for  Monday, September 21st at 7pm in the Par-
ish Library.  We will meet once a month, usually the 3rd or 4th Monday.  The 
schedule will be determined at the first meeting. Please contact Leslie Kole with 
any questions at  leslie.kole@hotmail.com

How Well Do You Know Your Faith? 
Do you know it well enough to share it with your neighbor or coworker? We 
are adding a brand NEW adult catechism class for all adult Catholics. The class 
will be ageared toward the newly converted who wants to learn more about 
theair faith, the fallen away Catholic who wants to reignite the spark of faith, 
and the regular pew sitting Catholic who simply loves Jesus and wants to learn 
more about Him. Registration for this class is required and space is limited.  To 
find out more about the NEW adult catechism class or to register, contact James 
Blankenship at RE@saintfrancisparish.org. or visit our website www.saintfran-
cisparish.org/religious-education/adult/. Classes are held Tuesday evenings, 
7:30-8:45pm., beginning September 15. Hurry up and register today!

ADVOCATES FOR LIFE DINNER
In support of A Woman's Choice Pro-Life Crisis Pregnancy Center

Celebrating 30 years of saving lives!
When:  Saturday September 26,  6 to 10pm

Where: The Waterford at Fair Oaks
             12025 Lee Jackson Memorial Hwy, Fairfax

Guest Speaker:  Dr. John Bruchalski, M. D. OB/Gyn – 
Founder of Tepeyac Family Center

Seats are $100/person.
For Reservations, payment can be sent directly to us at:  

A Woman’s Choice, Suite 220, 6201 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22044 
Or by phone at: 703-538-4305  

Or Online: on the “donate page” of our website at: 
www.AWomansChoiceCenter.com

Seating is limited and reservations are required.
We hope you can join us!

Saint Francis de Sales – 1st Annual Drawdown
Raffle, Silent Auction, Dinner and Dance supporting our Parish Center

October 24, 2015
Held at Saint Francis de Sales 

Catholic Education Center

6pm – Cocktails, Music, View Silent Auction items, Mingle
7pm – Dinner 

7:30pm – Drawdown begins
10pm – Music and Dancing

www.saintfrancisparish.org/bella-notte/

If you have a love of singing, consider sharing it with our 
Parish Choir at the 8:30 am Sunday Mass.  Rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evenings at 7pm.  If you are interested 
in joining us, please contact Michael Galdo, m.galdo@
saintfrancisparish.org

The St. Francis Children’s Choir rehearses on 
Thursdays from 4:30-5:30pm throughout the 
school year.  The choir sings about once a month 
at various weekend Masses as well as some of 
the big feast days such as Immaculate Concep-
tion, Christmas and Easter.  Auditions will be 
held from 2 pm – 5pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, September 
15-17—no preparation is required.  All new and returning members should sign 
up for an audition time in the parish office or in the narthex after Mass on the 
weekend.  The first rehearsal is on Thursday, September 24 at 4:30 pm in the 
Church.  Contact m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org for more information, or call 
the office 540-338-6381 to sign up for an audition time.

“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom that he promised to those who love him?”    
(JAMES 2:5)
What is more important – being rich in faith or rich in possessions?  
Society teaches us that possessions are most important.  God teaches a 
different lesson.  When we are rich in faith we know that material things 
really do not matter and we are more willing to share what we have.  
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Weekly Diocesan TV Mass Brings the Mass to 
Homebound
Do you know someone who can't get to Mass? Invite them to join in the 
Sunday TV Mass filmed in the Crypt Church of the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Every Sunday at 10:30am 
on WDCW-50, this Mass airs for the members of our Catholic family 
unable to be physically present for Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy.

Endow is coming to St. Francis de Sales this fall.  
What is Endow?  Endow is a Catholic program that 
brings women together to discover their God-given 
dignity and to understand their role in humanizing 

and transforming society. Our first Endow small study group will meet 
bi-weekly Monday evenings from October - January.  We will read and 
discuss Pope John Paul II’s Letter to Women. No homework or outside 
reading is required. Please email Suzanne Stanmeyer at sstanmeyer@
yahoo.com for more information.

The Knights of Columbus will 
begin monthly Bingo Nights, as 
soon as our paperwork with the 
State gets approved. We will be 
offering cash prizes. If you have 
any experience in running Bingo 
events and can lend either time 

or advice, please contact Paul Kerstanski pkerstanski@hotmail.com.

Attention All Pro-Lifers!  Please join us Monday, Septem-
ber 7 at 8am at St. John’s in Leesburg for the 5K Run for the Unborn.  All 
proceeds from this race will benefit Divine Mercy Care and its principal 
program Tepeyac Family Center. So grab your sneakers and your check-
book ($25 per runner, $60 per family) and let’s do something wonderful for 
mamas and babies on Labor Day! Visit www.divinemercycare.org/events/
5K_RUN_2015-wb.pdf for more info.

WALKING WITH 
PURPOSE 
A Catholic Bible study aimed at bringing 
women to a deeper personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ. The personal study 
and weekly small group discussions link 
everyday challenges with the solutions 
given to us through the teachings of 
Christ and the Catholic Church.

OPENING YOUR HEART, WWP’s 22-week course, is designed 
to examine some of the core questions we wrestle with when we 
seek all that God has for us.  Questions like: What is the role of the 
Holy Spirit in my life? What does the Eucharist have to do with my 
friendship with Christ? What are the limits of Christ’s forgiveness? 
What is the role of suffering in my life? What challenges will I face 
in my efforts to follow Jesus more closely?

This course will be offered at the Parish Center on both Tuesday 
AND Wednesday nights at 7:30pm starting in October.  The 
WWP kickoff event will be Friday, October 2nd at 7:30pm, all are 
welcome. Email Jen House and Katie Magin at wwpsfds@gmail.
com or call 571-271-2515 for a copy of the registration form or if 
you have any questions about WWP.  You can also go to our website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/adult-religious-education-bible-study/
walking-with-purpose-for-women/
The cost of registration until September 20th is $60.  

**New Website** Check out “KofC11136.
org” for our new website with loads of pictures, 
information and opportunities to serve your 
brothers and sisters.

Upcoming Events:

Next Meeting  Monday, September 14, 7:10 rosary, 7:30 p.m. 
business meeting.  4th Monday Meeting of Month: September 
28th, 7:10 rosary, 7:30 p.m. Speaker: 10th District Virginia House 
Delegate Randy Minchew.  Open to Parish.

Share Sunday Food Collection  Bring your food items for the 
Share Sunday food drive collection this weekend.

Parish Picnic  Sunday, September 13th following 12:30 Mass.  
Volunteers requested.  Contact Past Grand Knight John Haraburda 
at jjharaburda@yahoo.com.  Big Thank You to Bro. Lothar Erbe for 
donation of gourmet sausages.

KofC District 18 Fall Fest Open to Knights and families at Great 
Country Farms Sunday, September 20 at noon; food serve about 
3:00 p.m..  Come have a great social time with your brother Knights 
and their families. 

Lovettsville Octoberfest  Volunteers for this fundraiser and com-
munity service activity will help with early morning set-up on Sat., 
September 26th.  A great time for family team building.  Contact 
Bro. Frank Corrado at cedarbox4six@aol.com.

Blood Drive  Plan for the Sunday, September 27th Blood Drive at 
the Fire Station, 500 N. Maple Ave, Purcellville.  Contact Bro. Sean 
O’Hara at seohpmp@gmail.com for more info.

Usher Program  Contact Grand Steve DeVita at sdevita@aol.
com or Bro. Jeff Yevoli at yevoli@yahoo.com for more info on this 
rewarding ministry of the Church.

Bella Notte Parish Gala October 24th, Our Lady of Victory Hall.  
A Big Thank You to those brothers and families that have donated 
items for the Silent Auction.  More is still needed.  For info, contact 
Bro. Paul Kerstanski at pkerstanski@hotmail.com.

Join Us Now Men 18 and older can find out more about the 
Knights of Columbus by contacting Ben Cox, membership 
chairman, at uss_ranger@ hotmail.com.  

 ****
www.kofc11136.org and www.kofc.org 
Grand Knight 2015-2016 Steve DeVita

Grandknight11136@gmail.com or (330) 612-5913


