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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Contact Info
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RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
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37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let us know 
by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Every Friday - Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass 
until 5pm. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction 
at 8:45am Saturday. 7pm is the MIddle School Youth Group / MAC-PAC 
Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary 
is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday 
at  9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last 
Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

1st Sunday of Lent             Sunday, February 22, 2015

Beautiful February Winter Day in Purcellville



   
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Feb. 21 Vigil: 1st Sunday in Lent
   5:00 pm + Gertrude Heelan
Sun., Feb. 22 1st Sunday in Lent
   7:00 am deceased members of the Sommer and Butts
   families
   8:30 am + Maria Keran
 10:30 am Agnes and Ben
 12:30 pm Helena Shipley
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., Feb. 23 Lenten Weekday
        9:00 am + Father Gerard Ramotso 
Tue., Feb. 24 Lenten Weekday
   6:30 am + Gertrude Heelan
Wed., Feb. 25 Lenten Weekday 
   9:00 am  + Stephen Willard 
Thu., Feb. 26 Lenten Weekday
   6:30 am + Marsha O’Bryant
Fri., Feb. 27 Lenten Weekday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
 12:00 noon Victoria and Dominc Corcoran
Sat., Feb. 28 Lenten Weekday
   9:00 am Michael Fraser
Sat., Feb. 28 Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent
   5:00 pm Frederick Rummage
Sun., March 1 2nd Sunday of Lent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Vincent DeVita
 10:30 am Deirdre & Gerard King
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Firetti
   6:00 pm Mary Ann Sacripanti & Family

Sun., Feb. 22 Adult Basketball, 7:30-9:30pm
Mon., Feb. 23 Women’s Book Club - 7pm, Parish Library
Tue., Feb. 24 Matthew Bible Study - 10am
  Senior Luncheon - 12noon, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12:10pm, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Room 107
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm
Wed., Feb. 25 Charismatic Prayer Group , 7pm Oratory
  James Bible Study, 7pm Room 106
Thu., Feb. 26 Matthew Bible Study - 7pm

This Week

In-pew Offertory - February 15 $   
YEAR TO DATE     $ 558,912

2nd Collection    $   

Electronic figures for January 
Offertory:                            $  22,478
Building Our Faith:              $    4,245
Faith In Action:                   $    7,264

Parish Financial Status

Deacon Larry Hammel will be offering a Communion 
Service at 12:10pm every Tuesday morning after the  Bible Study. 
All are welcome to attend. 

Mass - 6:30am and 12 noon
Confessions - 10:45-11:45am
Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm

Friday Adoration - after 12noon Mass thru 5pm 
First Friday Adoration - after 12noon Mass 

thru 8:45am Saturday

Fridays in Lent

The Light is On For You
Each Catholic parish in the Diocese of Arlington and the Arch-
diocese of Washington will have Confessions available every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30pm-8pm, beginning the week 
after Ash Wednesday. If you have been reluctant to come to the 
Sacrament or have been away for some time, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to reconnect with Christ and His Church. Learn more 
at www.the-light-is-on.org.

ABSTINENCE AND FASTING     
 Everyone over 14 years of age is bound to observe the law of 
abstinence. ABSTINENCE from meat is to be observed on all 
Fridays within the season of Lent and Passiontide and on Ash 
Wednesday.

Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;  Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 
  Lk 11:29-32
Thursday:  Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; 
  Mt 7:7-12
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48
Sunday:  Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 
  15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

First Sunday of Lent
February 22, 2015

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths.

— Psalm 25:4



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  Who does the pope go to for confession? –
Anonymous
A.  Popes go to confession to any priest whom they wish.  
As a priest and bishop, he normally would have a regular 
confessor.  While he was archbishop in Buenos Aires his 
regular confessor was a Franciscan from Croatia named, 
Fr Berislav Ostojic.  I couldn’t find out who specifical-
ly the pope goes to for confession now but he did say 
publicly that the goes to confession every 2 weeks.  [If 
anyone reading this  and has not gone to confession in a 
while, it’s Lent and it’s time to go!]
 
Q.  Throughout the Bible Jesus speaks to the people 
by saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee (you).”  What 
does “verily” mean? –Anonymous
A.  Literally, in English it means, truly.  The word has its 
root from the Latin, veritas, which means truth.  “Verily” 
was a translation of the Hebrew word, Amen.  In mod-
ern English we don’t use the word verily often anymore.  
The New American Bible kept the Hebrew Amen in its 
translation as in John 6:53, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you do not have life in you.” 
 
Q.  Was Goliath really a giant? –Robbie Worley
A.  In 1 Samuel 17:4 we read about the great size of Goli-
ath who famously fought David…and lost big time!  Tra-
ditionally, his measurement was “6 cubits and a span.” 
A cubit (roughly 18”) is the length from the elbow to the 
tip of the middle finger of an average man and a span is 
the size of a hand.  This would make Goliath about 9½ 
feet tall.  A later translation dating back to the 1st century 
have him as only “4 cubits and a span” which would 
make him only about 6½ feet and not really gigantic be-
cause many of our college and professional basketball 
players today are much taller and not unusual to see a 
few 7-footers.  However, Goliath would still stand out 
because at that time he was probably taller than everyone 
else and likely very strong.
 
Q.  How long were Mary and Joseph married? –
Anonymous
A.  At least 12 years but we really don’t know when 
St. Joseph died so we have no timeline to go by for the 
length of time they were married.  The last biblical ac-
count we have of Joseph was when Jesus was lost and 
found in the Temple at age 12.  It appears that he died 
before Jesus began his public ministry around age 30.

Men’s & Women’s Conferences for you
 
  Are you looking for something inspirational to put a spark in your spiritual life 
during Lent?  Not far from our parish are two conferences scheduled to address is-
sues relevant to the typical struggles of daily living.  Both conferences are sponsored 
by the Diocese of Arlington Office for Family Life.
  The Men’s Conference (March 7, 9am -4pm) topic is Victory Over the Com-
mon Enemy – Overcoming Sin & Evil and the Women’s Conference (March 28, 
8:30am – 2:30pm) will cover Suffering Endured With Joy Will Transform The 
World.  Both conferences will be held at the Fox Chase Manor (81010 Chatsworth 
Drive, Manassas, VA).  Speakers include popular spiritual speaker, Father Larry 
Richards (Men’s) and Kerri Caviezel (Women’s), wife of Hollywood actor, Jim 
Caviezel.
  To register please log on to this website: www.arlingtondiocese.org/men or 
www.arlingtondiocese.org/women. $55 registration includes continental breakfast 
and lunch. Confession is available at 7am (and always free of charge!).
 

Parish donation to the needy
 
            Even though we still have a construction debt close to $3 million, I still think 
it is important that our parish continues to support the different organizations that 
help the needy especially in our region.  With the help of the parish council that 
meets quarterly, we make a donation of at least $1,000 to charity.  Last meeting we 
were able to give a little extra due to leftover money from the POP fund.  Here’s the 
breakdown of the $3,000 donation:  1) S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat):  $1000; 
2) Loudoun Volunteer Care Givers:  $500; 3) Food For Syria Donation:  $1000 
(Christian refugees displaced from Syria—charity organized by Knights of Colum-
bus Council 15045 in Thornhill, ON Canada); 4) Unbound (formerly known as 
Christian Foundation for the Children & the Aging):  $500.  List #3 is very urgent 
because there aren’t a lot of help going in their direction.  The international leaders 
have mostly turned a blind eye or treated lightly the plight of Christians suffering 
for their faith in Muslim countries.  We need to pray for our own president, who has 
been mystifyingly silent on strongly condemning radical Islamic terrorists, that he 
will do more in defense of the Christians who are being executed at a rate of 300 a 
month!  As I am writing this, news of 21 Egyptian Christians were just beheaded by 
ISIS militants.  It just makes no sense that Islamic terrorists killed 17 people in Paris 
last month in retaliation to Charlie Hebdo’s radical publication poking fun at Mo-
hamed led to 4 million rallying against the murders.  Why don’t we see large groups 
like this rallying in support of the Christians who are worldwide being killed or 
driven away daily?  How many more thousands of Christians need to be displaced 
from their homes and/or killed before the international community takes some seri-
ous actions?  It seems that we have several 21st century Pontius Pilates who wash 
their hands clean and let Jesus be re-crucified repeatedly.  Praise to the modern holy 
martyrs for their faith!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; Sgt. Sean Milam; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; SPC Tim Marshall; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC 
Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick 
Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Mary von Bergen, Mary Jane 
Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
Colin Luck, Lucy Koch, Sarah Haisten, Maureen Colville, 
Shani Sands, Megan Gruneisen, Patty Stickman, Marion 
Schonder, Carolyn Watson, John Lovasz, Eileen Pomanski, 
Richard Nachajski, Otto Spokas, Grace Baran,  David Miles, 
Ed Bighouse, David May, Pilar Vayas Galvan

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Teen Lectors for the 6pm Sunday Mass needed—Our senior teen lectors 
are graduating soon and we need new lectors to take their place.  If you are a 
Confirmed Catholic teen and attend the 6 PM Mass regularly, we really need 
you!  We have an overabundance of Lectors in the other Masses.  Contact me 
for if you are interested.

• Adult ushers needed at Masses—We are also in need of several adult ushers 
to help at Masses.  For more details please contact our coordinator, Victor 
Blake (email: victorblake@aol.com).

• 2015 Men’s Conference—I invite all the men in the parish to participate in 
this year’s Men’s Conference to be held in Manassas on Saturday, March 7 from 
9am - 4pm.  The topic this year is, Victory Over the Common Enemy – Over-
coming Sin & Evil.  Go to our diocesan website for details and to sign up: www.
arlingtondiocese.org/men.
 
• 2015 Women’s Conference-- I invite all the women in the parish to participate 
in this year’s Women’s Conference to be held in Manassas on Saturday, March 
28 from 8:30am – 2:30pm.  This year’s topic:  Suffering Endured with Joy will 
Transform the World. Go to our diocesan website for details and to sign up: 
www.arlingtondiocese.org/women.

• Big fundraising ideas?—We need you so that we will be able to pay off our 
debt for our new parish educational center.  Please contact me directly if you 
can help.

• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage “blessed” 
(convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me. Help is available!  
Read my Shepherd’s Notes column (February 2, 9 & 16) for details & they are 
available online:  www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—Take my word for it, you 
won’t regret hosting our own “Holy Grail.”  We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27, 2013. Those participat-
ing may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray 
for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed 
it). Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up: bcraig32@comcast.net, 
540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response at (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by email 
(countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em
•  We received $3,856 from the teen’s Souper Bowl collection!  Thank you all 
for your generous response to raise money to provide food for the Loudoun 
homeless shelter prepared by our own teens.

•  We have now received requests from 6 people to donate to the cost to outfit an 
entire classroom ($10k each) and our library ($25k and already taken).  The lat-
est room reserved for dedication last week is the largest classroom and the future 
movie room in the 2nd floor, Saint Gianna Molla.  And as you read, the Saint 
Michael & the Archangels Skybox was previously sponsored for $100,000!  We 
still have 6 classrooms available for dedication so contact me soon.  Thank you 
very much to all our generous donors and we appreciate all your help.  I think I 
found the company that we will use to make the dedication plaques and we will 

Women’s Council Catholic Book Club
Come join the next Women's Council Catholic Book Club 
The Book Club meets the 4th Monday of the month in the Par-
ish Center library at 7pm. Our February meeting will be held 
on Monday, February 23rd - 7pm - reading Church of Mercy 
by Pope Francis.
Our mission is to  read books that will help increase our 
knowledge and grow in our Catholic faith. Through monthly 
discussion and fellowship, we allow the holy spirit to guide us 
in embracing the love of our walk with Christ and His Church. 
We have read books from Catholic authors including Pope 
Francis, Matthew Kelly, Scott Hahn, Fr. Jacques Phillippe, Sr. 
Briege McKenna, and Henri Nouwen.
Please email Leslie Kole at leslie.kole@hotmail.com with your 
interest and/or with any questions. 

Join us for lunch and conversation at noon 
on Tuesday, February 24 at 12 noon in 
the Parish Hall. Who is a senior? Whoever 
wants to be -  no age minimum!







TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Religious Education Calendar
Sun., Feb. 22 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., Feb. 23 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Feb. 24 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Feb. 25 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

Sun., March 1 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., March 2 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., March 3 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., March 4 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

CONFIRMATION REMINDERS
• The Confirmation retreats will be held on March 7th and March 
14TH.  Please RSVP to the Religious Education office (j.rees@
saintfrancisparish.org) which retreat you plan on attending.  
• Sponsor Eligibility forms are due March 6.
• STUDENT COMMITMENT forms are PAST DUE.  
For a complete list of forms and deadlines, please visit the Confir-
mation page on the St. Francis de Sales website.
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/sacramental-prep/
confirmation/

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Vacation Bible School

Monday thru Friday, July 13-17
9am-12noon

Please remember to send in your Religious Educa-
tion Tuition payment this month if you have not yet 
done so.  A letter was emailed recently notifying 
families of their balances.  Sacrament fees for Con-
firmation are due by March 1 and First Holy Com-
munion fees are due by April 1. 

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
There will be an adult Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More on Sat., May 23 at 7:30 pm and on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 24 at 2:30pm. If you are a high school student or adult who has 
received catechetical instruction but not completed your sacramental 
initiation through the Sacrament of Confirmation then now might be 
the opportunity for you to do so. Please contact James Blankenship for 
more information.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 4 rows of church as we celebrate the 
Teen Mass together.  

Youth Group      - Sunday, Feb 22, 7-9.  Join us in the Upper 
Room as we begin our Lenten Journey.       

Workcamp Meeting - If you missed the workcamp meeting 
on Sunday, February 15, your $150 deposit is due.  Please 
bring that in ASAP.   

BINGO - Saturday,  Feb.ruary 28.  Save the date for a 
fun evening.  Bring Friends, Relatives, and Neighbors!!!  Win 
prizes too.  

Spring Retreat - The Story.  Join us on an amazing weekend 
retreat in in the mountains of Keezletown, VA, near JMU.  
March 20-22.  High School Students only.  

Additional Advice with regard to Conversation 
(continued)
It was St. Louis’s advice that to avoid quarrels and disputes 
we should not contradict anyone unless it were either sinful 
or very much harmful to agree with him. If we must contradict 
someone or oppose another’s opinion to his, we must do so 
very mildly and carefully so as not to arouse his anger. Noth-
ing is ever gained by harshness. To speak little – a practice 
highly recommended by ancient sages – does not consist in 
uttering only a few words, but in uttering none that are use-
less. With regard to speech, we must not look to the quantity 
but rather to the quality of our words. It seems to me that we 
ought to avoid extremes. To be too reserved and to refuse to 
take part in conversation looks like a lack of confidence. To be 
always babbling or joking without giving others time or chance 
to speak when they wish is a mark of shallowness and levity.

St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life



2015 WINTER SCHEDULE

Sacrificing to God: An ICC Lenten Retreat
(See bulletin insert)

A Restless Heart: The Confessions of Saint Augustine 
Prof. John D. Love, S.T.D.
Wednesdays, March 4 & 11 @ 7:30pm
St. Theresa Church Hall, 21371 St. Theresa Lane, Ashburn

Laetare Sunday Solemn Vespers & Benediction
Chorus Sine Nomine 
Sunday, March 15 @ 7pm
St. John the Apostle Church Hall, 101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, N.E., Leesburg

The Passion of the Christ: A Biblical Tour of Jerusalem’s Way of 
the Cross
Rev. Deacon Sabatino Carnazzo
Sunday, March 22 @ 7pm
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall, 46639 Algonkian Parkway, Potomac Falls

KNOW THE FAITH. LOVE THE FAITH. LIVE THE FAITH.

The INSTITUTE OF CATHOLIC CULTURE is an adult catechetical organi-
zation, faithful to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, and dedicated to the 
Church’s call for a new evangelization. The Institute seeks to fulfill its mission by 
offering educational programs structured upon the classical liberal arts and by of-
fering opportunities in which authentic Catholic culture is experienced and lived. 
For more info, call 540-635-7155, or visit www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org.

Separated? Divorced? Widowed??? 
The Rebuilding Program sponsored by the Arlington Diocese Of-
fice for Family Life helps people of all faiths who are separated, 
divorced, or widowed and want to move on with their lives. The 
nine week program starts Sunday, February 22nd and meets 
Sunday evenings 5:30 - 8pm at the St. Martin De Porres Center 
in Alexandria. Topics include adaptation, grief, anger, self-worth, 
openness, love, and relatedness. For more information email 
facilitator@copingrebuilding.com, visit us on the web at www.
copingrebuilding.com or call us at 703-596-2673.

* If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Joyce Sparbanie 412-478-5996 or 
JSparRN@gmail.com

“The kingdom of heaven is like a net which was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind.” Matthew 13:47

Every Friday in Lent - 5-7:30pm

2015 Fish Fry Menu
Fish Sandwich/dinner - $9
(Baked Fish is available for pre-order only….must order by Friday 10am)
Includes: Drink, Cole slaw and Choice of potato (fries or baked…while 
supplies last)

Grilled Cheese Sandwich - $3
Includes: Drink, Applesauce

Extra Fries or Baked Potato (while supplies last) - $2
Mozzarella Sticks w/ marinara sauce - $6 
Cannoli - $2

PRE-ORDERS…..Please call parish office prior to 3:30pm   540-338-6381
*CHECKS ACCEPTED, please make out to St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Friday Nite  Fish Fry is Finally Here!

Chronic Disease Self Management Program
Ready to live life, not just endure it?
Join us for a six-week workshop developed by Stanford Univer-
sity that will empower you to manage your own care and improve 
your quality of life. 
The following topics will be covered:
• nutrition and physical activity
• making informed treatment decisions
• dealing with difficult emotions
• understanding medication
This workshop is open to anyone with a chronic condition, as 
well as caregivers. Chronic conditions could include heart or lung 
disease, asthma, arthritis, migraines, HIV, diabetes, Crohn’s, or 
any other illness that affects your daily life.
Questions? Please contact the Area Agency on Aging: 
703-777-0257 or  aaa@loudoun.gov or www.loudoun.gov/aaa
You Can! Live Well, Virginia!
To register, please contact Lesley Katz at 703-771-5407 or via 
email at lesley.katz@loudoun.gov.
Chronic Disease Self-Management Program
Presented by the Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging



St. Francis Council 
11136 News
Help Needed Manning the table in the narthex 
for the Car Raffle ticket sales, after all Masses.

Upcoming events are:
• Fraternal Meeting Monday, February 23- Rosary 7:10pm, 
Meeting at 7:30pm
• Men’s Conference March 7th, Victory Over The Common En-
emy Overcoming Sin & Evil. Please sign up, car pooling available. 
• Enrich your Lenten season with a Day of Reflection Saturday 
February 28th 9am-3pm Our Lady of Victory Hall. Light breakfast 
& lunch will be provided.
• Pancake Breakfast - Sunday, March 1 after 7, 8:30 and 10:30am 
Masses will be held in Our Lady of Victory Hall. Come and emjoy 
Breakfast with friends and meet new friends.
• If you can help with Fish Fry please contact Joyce Sparbanie 412-
478-5996 or jsparRN@gmail.com

www.kofc11136.org
Grand Knight Bill Talamantes  

grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus and become 
a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, service organization in the 
world.  With the Order totaling over 1.8 Million and our Council totaling 
over 220 members you have a chance to serve the Catholic Church, our 
Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism.  

 Thank you for praying for me.  I am 7 months old now.  
I am growing every day.  I’m between 14 and 17 inches 
long and weigh about 41/2 pounds.  I move around a lot 
but it’s getting crowded in here!  Sometimes I even 
get the hiccups! 

There is a need in the local community for "gently" used household 
items such as beds, tables, chairs, couches, dishes, pots and pans, etc. 
This helps families put into a "Rapid Re-housing" program to get 
their feet on the ground.  If you have items that you no longer need 
and are willing to donate please contact Paul Kerstanski 
pkerstanski@hotmail.com 

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - FEBRUARY 2015

Universal: That prisoners, especially the young, may be 
able to rebuild lives of dignity.

Evangelization: That married people who are separated 
may find welcome and support in the Christian community.

LiturgicaL Music During Lent
How can the music at Mass help you to enter more deeply into this 
season of Lent? Every Lent, we may experience the same phenom-
enon—one week we wear ashes on our foreheads and before we know it, 
we are waving palm branches and Easter is only a week away. How does 
this happen, that Lent is ending before we have had a chance to really get 
into it? Music may be able to help you out. During Lent, the character of 
the music will change. The sound of the organ will become softer. There 
will be more periods of silence. At many Masses we will sing two of the 
same hymns every week: Loving and Forgiving at the entrance and At-
tende Domine after the dismissal. We fill our voices and our hearts with 
messages of God’s wonderful mercy. Those leading the music ministry 
urge you to not let the season of Lent pass you by this year. Participate in 
our songs, whether you think you have a wonderful voice or not. Every 
voice is a blessing to hear when it is raised in prayer to God. By singing 
throughout this Lent, you will lift up those around you and help us all 
to enter into Lent without letting it pass us by. In order to assist you, the 
choir has recorded many of the hymns and acclamations we will use dur-
ing Lent. They are available on our website, www.saintfrancisparish.org/
music. Please use these as a resource at home for learning, teaching your 
children, or using for prayer. If you have trouble singing and would like 
help learning how, please feel free to contact Michael Galdo at m.galdo@
saintfrancisparish.org 

Thinking about full-time 
education options for 
your children?  Allder 
Montessori is now 
accepting applications 
for the 2015-2016 
academic year, and 

limited slots are still available for the remainder of the current year!  
Located near Routes 287 & 7 in Purcellville, Allder Montessori is in 
its 4th year of operation, offering two programs: Primary (pre-K/K, 
ages 3-6) and Elementary (ages 6-12).  Classes meet five days 
per week and integrate the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
for seamless Catholic religious education. The comprehensive 
elementary program incorporates the "Great Lessons" to inspire 
the child's wonder and awe in the Universe and the Earth, Life, 
Humans, Language, and Numbers. Both programs leverage the 
rural school property, complementing classroom lessons with the 
guided exploration of nature trails and Catoctin Creek. Tours by 
appointment.  Please contact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.
net or visit www.AllderMontessori.com.   

Open House!
The Joyful Child Atrium

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Tuesday, February 24th from 11:30am to 1pm

Valley Business Park at 210 N 21st Street, Purcellville

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Catholic religious formation 
program using the Montessori approach. This Open House is for new 
prospective families as well as anyone who would like to come in and 
take a look at what this program is all about. We are always in need of 
more Catechists and Assistants, so if this might be of interest to you, come 
to the Open House!
For more information, please call Theresa Bruton at 540-882-3047 visit 
our website at www.thejoyfulchildatrium.com.


