
                    

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Mrs. Angela Baker, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator
Mr. Jerry Jones, Custodian

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction 
at 8:45am Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm MAC-PAC 
Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary 
is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday 
at  9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last 
Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

3rd Sunday in Advent     Sunday, December 14, 2014

Pope Francis encourages confession...by publicly doing it! (Mar. 28, 2014)



   
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Dec. 13 Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Gary Rutzel
Sun., Dec. 14 3rd Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am + Leon and Felixa Slivonik
   8:30 am + Lily and Al Petrovsky
 10:30 am + Robert Schilling
 12:30 pm + William Cipolletti
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., Dec. 15 Advemt Weekday
        9:00 am + Laraine Mansfield
Tue., Dec. 16 Advemt Weekday
   6:30 am + Angela Lehman
Wed., Dec. 17 Late Advemt Weekday
   9:00 am + Timothy Cauley
Thu., Dec. 18 Late Advemt Weekday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Fri., Dec. 19 Late Advemt Weekday
   6:30 am + Rose Ryan
 12:00 noon + Delores Siciliano
Sat., Dec. 20 Late Advemt Weekday
   9:00 am + Emma Clark
Sat., Dec. 20 Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Lily and Al Petrovsky
Sun., Dec. 21 4th Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am + Deceased members of the Sommer and Butts  
   families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Carl and Noah Woodland
 12:30 pm + Amparo Reyes, + Lamberto Reyes
   6:00 pm + George and Helen Rutzel

This Week
Tue., Dec. 16 Matthew Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Room 107
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 17 SoulStitch - 9:30am
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 18 Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory
Fri., Dec. 19 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12 noon Mass

Parish Individual Advent Confessions
Friday, December 19

Monday, December 22
Tuesday, December 23 

6:30 – 8pm

 
Christmas Eve - Vigil of Christmas 

Wednesday, December 24
5pm Family Mass w/ Music - Children’s Choir 

5:10pm Overflow Mass - Parish Hall
8pm - Teen Mass with Music

10pm Christmas Lessons and Carols - Parish Christmas Choir
10:30pm - Mass with Traditional Music 

 
Christmas Day

Mass - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm
No 6pm Teen Mass

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday, January 1

Mass - 6:30am, 9am, 5pm
Holy Day of Obligation

In-pew Offertory - December 7 $   14,628
YEAR TO DATE     $ 386,397

Electronic figures for November are:    
Offertory:     $    20,596
Building Our Faith     $      3,776 
Faith In Action:     $      5,504

Parish Financial Status

On the third Sunday of Advent, and during the week 
after, we light the pink/rose candle. The third Sunday 

of Advent is known as Gaudete (Be joyful) Sunday 
for the coming of Christ is near. Rose is the 

liturgical color that symbolizes that joy.

Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9; 
  Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23; 
  Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Thursday:  Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  Mt 1:18-25
Friday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  
  Lk 1:5-25
Saturday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
  Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Please Note! There will not be a 
Senior Luncheon in December

December 14, 2014
3rd Sunday in Advent

Rejoice always. 
Pray without ceasing.

— 1 Thessalonians 5:16



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Finally, it’s here!
 
  We finally received our long awaited permanent occupancy permit for our new 
Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Education Center (official name designation of the 
facility).  We were first informed of the news last Monday while we were celebrating 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the patroness of the United States. It was 
quite fitting that we got the approval on the feast day of our nation. Our temporary 
occupancy permit would have expired on December 15 so this one arrived just in time. 
We thank God for his gift of a nice new facility to fulfill our parish mission of enhanc-
ing and spreading our Catholic faith.
         It looks like this is a good time to switch our Mass parish prayer to a new one.  
Last Thursday (December 4) our parish council met and helped me compose the 
prayer that has the theme of thanking God and petitioning Him to help us meet the 
financial responsibility of paying and maintaining our new facility. We will continue to 
say this prayer until we have paid off our $3 million debt—the sooner, the better!
 

You will get a “pink slip” this weekend
 
         This weekend we are celebrating Gaudete Sunday, the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  
The liturgical color is “rose” and is visually related to pink. This means we are closing 
in on the celebration of Christmas and a good time to reflect on going to confession.  
To make it easier for you, especially if you have not gone in a long time, we are insert-
ing a confession guide printed on a rose/pink colored sheet in the bulletin for you to 
take home. Everything you will need for confession is on that sheet. On one side it 
gives you a step-by-step “How to go to confession” tutorial and on the other side is 
an examination of conscience based on the 10 commandments. Remember, even if 
we don’t have a mortal sin to confess the Church requires us to receive the sacrament 
of Penance at least once a year (under pain of sin). This is to fulfill Jesus’ mandate, 
“Unless you do penance, you will all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Please check the 
bulletin and our website for the regular confession times and for the added Advent 
times as we get closer to Christmas. A good sacramental confession not only guaran-
tees forgiveness of sins, it also makes us feel really much better and more confident. 

 

Come to our 1st annual parish basketball Christmas 
championship tournament

 
         Next weekend (December 19-21) you are invited to watch and cheer all the 
participants of our very 1st parish basketball tournament in our new Our Lady of 
Victory Hall (gym). See who will be crowned as Christmas 2014 Parish Basketball 
Champions.  Our new Mighty Archangels Cheerleaders coached by Nancy Griffith-
Cochran will also be there to provide everyone a spirited competition. Please check the 
website for the schedule of games and age groups. We have a total of 10 teams among 
the youth that are competing. The number of adults who can make it on championship 
night will determine the number of adult teams. We had 30 who showed up on our first 
evening of pickup games. We thank Paul Kerstanski for organizing our tournament.  
The practices have been great and all the participants have been enjoying the practice 
games. See you there!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
 Father Escalante

Q.  What are you supposed to do if the priest or Eu-
charistic minister accidentally gives you two commu-
nion hosts? –Anonymous
A.  If you received both hosts in your hand, you may 
consume them both or return one of them to the Eucha-
ristic minister.  But if both were placed directly on your 
tongue, please do not return the other communion host 
but consume and swallow them both—carefully!
 
Q.  Are you mad when I sin?  Is God mad too? –
Alex E., 2nd grade
A.  I don’t think anyone gets mad if a 2nd grader sins 
but it should make everyone unhappy when anyone sins 
because a wrong action was chosen over a good one.  
But the important thing is God forgives everyone who 
asks for forgiveness.  That is why learning about confes-
sion is very important for your 2nd grade class because 
this is the year when you are preparing to experience 
God’s gift of forgiveness through the sacrament of Pen-
ance (Reconciliation). God is not happy when we sin 
but is very happy when we ask for forgiveness.  Once 
you make your first confession you will feel very happy 
and relieved because your soul will feel spiritually 
“super clean.”
 
Q.  Whenever I see the candles of the deceased lit I 
mourn for my “nana” because she died.  How can I 
get past it and why do I still mourn? –William Gutshall, 
age 13
A.  That is still totally understandable why you are 
saddened seeing a reminder of your grandmother when 
the candles are lit during the month of November in 
our church.  The main why reason for that is because 
we love the special people in our lives and miss them 
when they die.  However, the candles and the All Souls 
feast day remind us that no one really dies.  They were 
just called by God into eternal life.  If we all follow the 
ways of God to the end of our lives we will enjoy a very 
happy reunion later on in heaven with the rest of our 
loved ones who died previously having been faithful to 
God.  Be consoled that God’s good people continue to 
pray and watch over us while we are still here on earth.  
Their only desire is for us to happily join them in heaven 
with God.  Only a life of sin can forever separate us 
from getting to heaven.
 
Q.  Why do some Advent candleholders have 5 candles 
and some have 4? –Anonymous
A.  In the Catholic Church we only use 4 candles (3 
purple, 1 rose) to signify the 4 Sundays of the Advent 
season prior to Christmas.  Non-Catholic traditions add-
ed a 5th white candle in the middle called the “Christ” 
candle.  It is lit either on Christmas Eve or Christmas 
day.  It is more common for Protestant Advent wreaths 
to have 1 white candle in the middle encircled by 4 red 
candles because most of them do not follow any liturgi-
cal colors/tradition in their worship.  The only colors 
that would meaningfully fit their décor would be the 
Christmas colors of red and green.



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; 
Sgt. Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; SPC 
Tim Marshall; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, 
Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st 
Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Tim Beglau, Mary von Bergen, 
Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
Leo Pomanski, Gertrude Heelan, Colin Luck, Lucy Koch, 
Sarah Haisten, Maureen Colville, Shani Sands, Megan Gruneisen, 
Patty Stickman, Marion Schonder, Carolyn Watson, John Lovasz, 
Eileen Pomanski, Richard Nachajski, Otto Spokas, Grace Baran

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Would you like to buy a goat?—You can purchase a goat for only $90 as 
a Christmas gift and provide a poor family with a steady supply of milk and 
cheese.  For more info please check 12/7/2014 Shepherd’s Notes & Ask the 
Priest column or go to this website: www.foodforthepoor.org/catalog/index.
html

• December 19-21 Parish Basketball tournament! This coming weekend 
you are invited to watch and cheer all the participants of our very 1st parish 
basketball tournament in our new Our Lady of Victory Hall (gym).  See 
who will be crowned as Christmas 2014 Parish Basketball Champions.  
Our new Mighty Archangels Cheerleaders coached by Nancy Griffith-
Cochran will also be there to provide everyone a spirited competition.  
Please check the website for the schedule of games and age groups (www.
saintfrancisparish.org).  This tournament is designed to promote faith, fel-
lowship and good sportsmanship using our newly built basketball court.

• Big fundraising ideas?—We need you so that we will be able to pay off our 
debt for our new parish educational center.  Please contact me directly if you 
can help.

• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage “blessed” 
(convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me. Help is available!  
Read my Shepherd’s Notes column (February 2, 9 & 16) for details & they are 
available online:  www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—Take my word for it, you 
won’t regret hosting our own “Holy Grail.”  We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27, 2013.  Those participat-
ing may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray 
for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed 
it). Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up: bcraig32@comcast.net, 
540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response at (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by 
email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em
•  We finally received the permanent occupancy permit for our new Catho-
lic Education Center on December 8 after a very long wait!

•  The new Catholic calendars are available in the narthex of the church.  
This is very important in finding out the Church’s feast days, holy days of 
obligation, fasting days and days of meat abstinence.

•  We have now received from at least 5 people who expressed interest to donate 
to the cost to outfit an entire classroom and our library!  We still have 6 class-
rooms available for dedication.

San Damiano Spiritual Life Center, located in White Post , VA is in need of 
volunteers to assist in various ways with the retreat  ministry.  If interested 
in offering time in this ministry of the Diocese of Arlington, please contact 
Heather Milam,  for further information: h.milam@arlingtondiocese.org or 
540-868-9220.  Thank you. 

Catholic Charities Christmas 
Collection Today
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Arlington’s annual Christmas 
Collection is scheduled for today. Funds support Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Arlington, an essential diocesan ministry serving 
the poor with Christian love and compassion. Through their pro-
fessional support services, more than 94,000 people were assisted 
at every stage of life. Your support of the Christmas second collec-
tion for Catholic Charities stays in the diocese. As you reflect on 
the many needs within our parish community, please prayerfully 
consider supporting Catholic Charities’ mission. A sacrificial gift of 
any size will be a gift of Christ’s love and mercy to those in need.

PLEASE consider giving the gift of life by 
donating blood today,  Sunday, December 14, at 
the Purcellville Firehouse 
between 7am and 12:30pm.  The 
number of donors is down and 
INOVA does not have enough of 
several blood types to meet the 
demand.  

We need ADULT help 
decorating the church  

for Christmas

Monday, December 22
10am-1:30pm 

Please call Cathy Mitchell at 
540-338-6381 if you can help



TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Dec. 14 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., Dec. 15 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Dec. 16 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 17 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm 

Dec. 21-24 NO CLASSES

No Classes again until Sunday, January 4. Have a 
Blessed Christmas!

Religious Education Calendar

8h Grade Confirmation Preparation
Confirmation Sponsors - 
Please Note Correction from November 16 Bulletin!!
If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint 
Francis de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you 
will need to fill out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the 
Parish Office and present it to Father Escalante, and sign it in his 
presence. Ineligible people will not be approved to be a sponsor.
All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present 
it to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

Student Commitment Form is due now! This form can 
be found on the website at www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious 
education/sacramental-prep/confirmation/

Religious Education Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or 
have early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement 
weather, RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on the 
website, and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. 

Celebration of First Reconciliation*
Tuesday, December 16, 4:30-6pm, All Weekday Classes and 
Atrium Students
* children will arrive for 1st Reconciliation in 15 minutes incre-
ments, watch for email with your child's timeslot. 

Please pray for all of our children who will receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 
this month. May they always know our Lord’s love, 
mercy, and forgiveness waiting for them in the 
Sacrament of Reconiliation. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 4 rows of church as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 14th, 7-9pm, Come join us in 
the Upper Room as we prepare for Christmas.

Workcamp Fundraiser Sale - White House Ornaments, 
St. Francis Ornaments, and Cookbooks are available in 
the office.  If interested you can contact Angela.  All 
proceeds will go towards workcamp.  

Basketball Tournament - If interested in participating 
in the tournament, call Paul Kerstanski at 703-577-
4351.  The tournament is Dec. 19-21.  

Concerning Speech: Modesty in Speech and the Respect 
Due to Other
“If a man does not offend in word, he is a perfect man”, says 
St. James. Be careful never to let an indecent word leave your 
lips, for even if you do not speak with an evil intention those 
who hear it may take it in a different way. An evil word falling 
into a week heart grows and spreads like a drop of oil on a 
piece of linen cloth. Sometimes it seizes the heart in such a 
way as to fill it with a thousand unclean thoughts and tempta-
tions. Just as bodily poison enters through the mouth, so what 
poisons the heart gets in through the ear and tongue that 
utters it is a murder. Those who have modesty and chastity 
within their hearts, always speak chaste and modest words.  
As for indecent and obscene things, the apostle will not let 
them be so much named among us and he assures us that 
“nothing so much corrupts good manners as evil communica-
tions.” 
St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life

Advent is
Expectant Waiting

Hopeful Anticipation &
Cheerful Preparation

For a quick reminder of what Advent is all about (and what 
it’s not all about),visit YouTube.com and type in ‘Advent in 
Two Minutes’. See an engaging video that describes why we 
celebrate Advent and wait to celebrate Christmas.



HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2014

• Christmas, hope for humanity. That the birth of the Redeemer 
may bring peace and hope to all people of good will.
• Parents.  That parents may be true evangelizers, passing on to 
their children the precious gift of faith.

Birthright of Loudoun County is in need of gently used maternity 
clothes, all sizes.  We’re also in need of gently used boys’ winter 
outerwear, sizes 9-18months.  If you’d like to help, please contact 
our Birthright office at 703-777-7272 Monday-Friday 9:30am-
12:30pm or Tuesdays from 4pm-8pm.  Thank you so much!

We’re bringing the Universal Catholic World 
to our new Parish Center through your 
Vacation and travel photos
We’re looking to outfit the center with photographs of Catholic art, struc-
tures and places from around the world and country (Rome,Vatican, Holy 
Land, St. Augustine, Fl. etc.). We’re going for an ”Epcot” effect through 
photographs. Photos will coincide with Saint themes, for example, Saint 
Rose of Lima room we’ll display photos of Catholic places from Peru and 
Catholic, Latin America inspired art. The presence of family members in 
photos is fine, but pixel quality needs to be high for possible enlargement. 
You can simply donate photos or you may donate photos plus the cost of 
framing and enlargement, (average price for enlargement, framing and 
materials is $50). Enlargement and frame price is average, some photos 
will be smaller and some possibly larger. Original photos will be returned. 
Please drop off photos, cd, or flash drive clearly labeled with name, phone 
number the specially labeled box in the Narthex. For questions or guid-
ance call Maria Keim 703 431-9772 or email LMkeim2@aol.com you 
may also email smaller files to same address. The decorating team could 
still use some help! Call Maria if interested.

I am 5 months old now.  I’m 
12 inches long and I weigh 
about one pound.  I’m really 

getting big and mommy can now feel me kick and move 
around!  Hey!  Someday maybe I’ll play soccer!  Thank 
you for praying for me, and my mom and dad!

Fr. Rick Frechette To Visit Washington DC Area
Many Religious Education families may remember our Lenten Projectt 
supporting Fr. Rick Frechette’s orphanage in Haiti. In anticipation of the 
fifth anniversary of the Haiti earthquake, Fr. Rick Frechette has been given 
permision to celebrate a Mass of rememberance and thanksgiving on 
Saturday, January 3rd, at 3 pm in the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. Details of a gathering to 
follow the Mass are yet to be determined.  He will also celebrate Sunday 
Masses at 8:30am and 11 am (Gospel Mass) at St. Joseph's Church in Old 
Town Alexandria on January 4th.  A reception in the church hall will follow.  

Weekend Retreat For Men
January 16-18, 2015

Friday, 7:30pm - Sunday, 3pm
Directed by Fr. Julio Martinez, OFM, Conv.

Join other men from your parish and community for a weekend at 
Dominican retreat in McLean, Virginia. The program is a balance 
of conferences by the retreat Director, time for personal prayer and 
relaxation, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and daily Eucharist. 
All meals and accommodations are included. See www.domini-
canretreat.org for details.
For more information please contact: Paul Allard at 703-569-1040 
or the Retreat House at 703-356-4243.

The Advent Giving 
Tree is Here!
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree and 
return the NEW, UNWRAPPED item with 
tag attached under the tree. Gift cards can be 
placed in the basket on the tree, left in the 
poor box or in the office. We will deliver the 
gifts to the Community Holiday Coalition, 
Mobile Hope, Birthright, Catholic Charities, 
the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter, the 
Leesburg Homeless Shelter, the Veteran’s 

Hospital in Martinsburg, local nursing homes and needy families 
with-in our parish and community. The Community of St. Francis 
de Sales has always been very generous to our neediest neighbors. 
Please bring gifts for the Community Holiday Coalition and nurs-
ing homes no later than Sunday, 
December 14 and all other donations by Sunday, December 21.  
It’s fun to volunteer with the Giving Tree program! Contact Erin 
Bucci at 703-407-1605/buccierin@comcast.net to volunteer! 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto 
me”  Mt 25:40  

Theology Courses at Christendom Graduate 
School
Registration is now open for spring theology courses at the Christendom 
Graduate School. Earn your MA in theology or take a course for personal 
enrichment! Courses at our convenient Alexandria campus include Gospel 
of Mark, Church History II, Virtues, Catechetical Tradition, Christology, 
Philosophical Errors, New Testament, Moral Theology, and Introduc-
tion to Ecclesiastical Latin.  We have several online courses including a 
real-time, inter-active online course on the Pauline Epistles & Acts of the 
Apostles taught by Dr. Sebastian Carnazzo.  The semester runs from Jan 
12 until May 2, and there is a special discounted rate for catechists, seniors, 
and religious who wish to audit courses. For more information, please visit 
www.christendom.edu/grad, call 703.658.4304, or email us at NDGS@
Christendom.edu.



St. Francis Council 
11136 News
There is a need in the local community 
for “gently” used household items such as 
beds, tables, chairs, couches, dishes, pots 
and pans, etc. This helps families put into a “Rapid Rehousing” 
program to get their feet on the ground.  If you have items that 
you no longer need and are willing to donate please contact 
Paul Kerstanski pkerstanski@hotmail.com

Free Throw Contest coming to our Parish soon.  More infor-
mation coming

“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Christmas 
Poster Contest for children aged 5-14 years old. The poster 
must reflect the theme of “Keep Christ in Christmas” and 
should be original work of a single person. Poster must be 
11x17 inches in size. For rules or more info please pick up 
application form in narthex or contact Bill Talamantes. All 
posters must be turned in by December 15-19. Judging will 
be done by December 31.

The Knights of Columbus would like to Thank our Parishio-
ners for their supported by coming out to the Pancake Break-
fast last Sunday. 

www.kofc11136.org
Grand Knight Bill Talamantes

grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503

COATS FOR KIDS  The Knights of Columbus are collecting 
new or gently used coats / jackets for the young people of Loudoun County.  
Your donations will be taken to Catholic Charities and Mobile Hope, both 
located in Leesburg for distribution. Beginning November 15 through 
December 21 a box will be in the Narthex for you to place your donation.  
Please ensure that the gently used items are clean and mended.  If you wish 
to make a cash donation please contact Grand Knight Bill Talamantes at 
grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503.

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a per-
centage of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and 
it doesn’t matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or 
visitor.  Any questions, please call Diane 
Morano at 338-6381 or d.morano@
saintfrancisparish.org

CAN (Christians Are Networking), a faith based 
Jobs Ministery 
Run by volunteers at St. Theresa's Church, 21370 St. Theresa Lane, Ash-
burn meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month.  Offers mentoring on resume 
writing, interviewing skills and job searching.  Also seeking volunteers 
with human resources or recruiting experience who can commit to one 
evening a month.  Please call or email Una Giachinta 571-217-7551 or 
UGiachinta@icloud.com

On line giving is so convenient!  No more looking for your check 
book on Sunday morning or sifting through the envelope packet for 
the right envelope!  Your online giving helps us administratively as 
our devoted counting ministry can get done in less time and the data 
input is done electronically!  Simply, log on to our parish website, 
www.saintfrancisparish.org, click on the Parish Giving button, and 
get started.  It is very easy.  To date, we have over 469 parish families 
using the site for everything from offertory to work camp donations.  
You can pay your religious education fees, basketball fees, and just 
about any subject you give to the church. If you have any questions, or 
need assistance, just call Diane in the office:  540-338-6381. May God 
bless you abundantly for your generosity!

Advent/End of the Year Donations

During this Advent season, while we are preparing for Christmas with 
friends and family, it’s important to stop and reflect on the many joys 
and blessings that God has given us. It is also a time to be mindful that 
not everyone is as fortunate.  While shopping for gifts and planning 
gatherings with loved ones, please consider setting aside part of your 
budget to support the work of St. Francis de Sales parish with a tax-
deductible charitable donation.

Our parish provides a number of services to needy families and indi-
viduals in our community, including gas cards, grocery cards, rental 
assistance, prescription assistance, utility bills, high school parking/
athletic fees. Last year, Father Escalante provided assistance to over 
44 people/families; people who wouldn’t have had anywhere else to 
turn for help without St. Francis.  (Three impoverished teenagers were 
helped with county fees at our local high school during 2014.)  Any 
amount you are able to share will be greatly appreciated. During this 
Advent season, while we are preparing for Christmas with friends 
and family, it’s important to stop and reflect on the many joys and 
blessings that God has given us. It is also a time to be mindful that 
not everyone is as fortunate.  While shopping for gifts and planning 
gatherings with loved ones, please consider setting aside part of your 
budget to support the work of (Parish Name) with a tax-deductible 
charitable donation.

Or, you might consider visiting our website and donating to our Faith 
In Action.  Click on the icon and fill out a pledge form.  The names of 
all contributors over $3,000 will be permanently embedded in a Book 
of Memory in the entrance of the new building.  So you may have a 
great tax deduction and a lasting memorial for your family!   

in Action


