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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Contact Info
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office email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
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RE email - RE@saintfrancisparish.org
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37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass 
until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with 
Benediction at 8:45am Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed 
at the 7pm MAC-PAC Holy Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect 
Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of 
marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday 
at  9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last 
Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

2nd Sunday in Advent     Sunday, December 7, 2014

                      Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington DC



   
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Dec. 6  Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Frank Annibale
Sun., Dec. 7 2nd Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am Deceased members of the Sommer and Butts   
   families
   8:30 am + Charlie Smith
 10:30 am + Frances Joyce
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Frank Annibale
Mon., Dec. 8 The Immaculate Conception of the BVM
   6:30 am Cathy Mitchell
        9:00 am + Daniel Earl
   5:00 pm Dominic Corcoran
   7:00 pm Kevin Baker
Tue., Dec. 9 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + Victoria Tanchoco
Wed., Dec. 10 Advent Weekday
   9:00 am Helen Wiejaczka
Thu., Dec. 11 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Fri., Dec. 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
   6:30 am + Thomas Frankhouser
 12:00 noon + Noemi Isidro
Sat., Dec. 13 Saint Lucy
   9:00 am + Mark Crandell
Sat., Dec. 13 Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Gary Rutzel
Sun., Dec. 14 3rd Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am + Leon and Felixa Slivonik
   8:30 am + Lily and Al Petrovsky
 10:30 am + Robert Schilling
 12:30 pm + William Cipolletti
   6:00 pm People of the Parish

This Week
Tue., Dec. 9 Matthew Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Room 107
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 10 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 11 Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

The Immaculate Conception 
Monday, December 8

Mass - 6:30am,  9am, 5pm, 7pm Masses
Holy Day of Obligation

 

Parish Individual Advent Confessions
Friday, December 19

Monday, December 22
Tuesday, December 23 

6:30 – 8pm

 
Christmas Eve - Vigil of Christmas 

Wednesday, December 24
5pm Family Mass w/ Music - Children’s Choir 

5:10pm Overflow Mass - Parish Hall
8pm - Teen Mass with Music

10pm Christmas Lessons and Carols - Parish Christmas Choir
10:30pm - Mass with Traditional Music 

 

Christmas Day
Mass - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm

No 6pm Teen Mass

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday, January 1

Mass - 6:30am, 9am, 5pm
Holy Day of Obligation

 

Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
  Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday:  Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19: Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, 
  or any readings from the Common of the 
  Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 
  Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday:  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54; 
  1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

December 7, 2014
Every valley shall be filled in,

every mountain and hill 
shall be made low.

— Isaiah 40:4

In-pew Offertory - November 23 $   13,466
In-pew Offertory - November 30 $   12,191
YEAR TO DATE     $ 371,769

Electronic figures for November are:    
Offertory:     $    20,596
Building Our Faith     $      3,776 
Faith In Action:     $      5,504

Parish Financial Status



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  I understand that we no longer have the POP fund at our 
parish due to raising funds for our new building.  What do 
you suggest to parishioners who would like to give to the poor 
outside of the local area? –Anonymous
A.  Thank you for your continual support of the poor!  Though 
our parish is now also “poor” ($3 million in debt due to 
construction), we continue to assist the local needy (see this 
weekend’s Shepherd’s Notes).  But we still encourage that 
you privately consider supporting good reputable charitable 
organizations to assist the poor either in our area or in foreign 
lands.  Right now my personal favorite for this Advent, and the 
one I highly recommend that everyone should at least consider, 
is Food For The Poor’s “Christmas Catalog” www.foodfor-
thepoor.org/catalog/index.html.  For just $90 I was able to ar-
range for a family with a supply of milk and cheese by buying 
them… a goat!  For as long as the goat is living and providing 
milk there will be a continuous supply of goat’s milk going to 
that particular family.  Other options in their Christmas catalog 
include the following.  For $43.80 you could feed 1 child for a 
whole year.  You could also provide a water pump generator at 
$280 for several families. And if you are really feeling gener-
ous, for $3200 a house with sanitation can be built for a family.  
For everyone reading this, please consider adding a Christmas 
stocking for Food For The Poor and/or other good charitable 
organizations mentioned in my Shepherd’s Notes column and 
you’d feel really good about gift giving this Christmas.
 
Q.  When did people start Christmas caroling? –Anonymous
A.  The practice of singing carols predates Christianity. The 
world carol originally meant to dance to something. Carula 
is Latin for a circular dance.  Early European pagans have 
been known to sing and dance to something during the winter 
solstice (December 22) and at other four seasons. When Rome 
became Christian and replaced the sun-god with the celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus on December 25, the pagan song and 
dance were replaced with hymns that reflect on the incarna-
tion of Jesus.  In the 4th century, St. Ambrose (Archbishop 
of Milan) composed one of the earliest Christmas hymns on 
record:  Veni Redemptor Gentium (Come, Redeemer of the 
Nations).  In the 13th century St. Francis of Assisi was a key 
figure in popularizing singing Christmas songs in one’s native 
language resulting in Italy, France and Germany began to 
create more Christmas songs for the public to sing along.  This 
was about the time when some of the early traces of Christmas 
caroling began to form.  The lyrics of Adeste Fideles (O Come 
All Ye Faithful) date back to the 13th century but the melody 
we’re familiar with may have only been since the 1800’s when 
many other beautiful Christmas carols were written that we still 
sing today. These include Silent Night, The First Noel, Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, and many others.  It was during 
the late 19th century when the current Christmas caroling 
that we’re familiar with began to take off.  The 20th century 
was probably the largest number of people that went around 
neighborhoods singing Christmas carols to promote awareness 
of the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. But sadly, we are seeing 
the 21st century as the biggest decline in public singing and 
even any use of the word “Christmas” in western society. It has 
been replaced by the “Happy Holidays” nonsense mantra. It’s 
“Merry Christmas” and always will be, people!!!  Remember 
the words of Jesus,“Whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words in this faithless and sinful generation, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of when he comes in his Father’s glory with 
the holy angels” (Mark 8:38).

Don’t forget Monday as a Holy Day of Obligation
         This Monday is our nation’s patron saint’s feast day, The Immaculate Conception of 
Mary, and it is a holy day of obligation. Remember to attend one of the four Masses we 
are offering (6:30am, 9am, 5om & 7pm). I highly recommend that at some point in your 
lifetime to make a pilgrimage the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. 
It is such a very beautiful and inspirational basilica and I visit it nearly every month. There 
is also a free tour available everyday of the week.
 

Over 10,000 pounds of donated food!
         Once again our Knights of Columbus volunteers organized a very successful Fall 
Harvest drive to collect food for the poor during the month of November. Our parishioners 
donated over 10,000 lbs. of food for Catholic Charities. We did so well that Catholic Chari-
ties is a little bit over-filled right now with food because their new facility on Market Street 
is not officially open yet to distribute food to the public.  We will take a break taking Share 
Sunday food donations on December 14 and will resume again on January 11. Thank you 
so much for your generous donations to our food bank!
 

Beware of “beggar scammers”
  In case you have not heard, a “begging” family showed up on the steps of our church 
just before the Sunday 6pm, Mass began on November 23. Several parishioners gave them 
lots of money because they gave a sobbing story how poor they were and that the father 
had lost his job. After Mass I pulled the family aside to the office away from the crowds 
because I suspected that they might be frauds. When I offered to get them serious legitimate 
help by trying to connect them with a county social worker they became very perturbed 
and kept insisting that I give them only cash and wanted nothing to do with getting long 
term help or to get in touch with any social worker. The man’s driver license showed that 
he is residing in Hyattsville, MD. When asked how he found our little parish tucked away 
in Purcellville and over an hour’s drive from Prince George’s County in Maryland, he 
could not give me a straight answer. His English suddenly became very bad and needed his 
young son to translate. (He was speaking English fluently when we were initially discuss-
ing possible monetary help for him.) I also found out he was from the Romani heritage in 
Romania.  
  In case you’re not familiar with this, the Romanis are better known in the world as 
gypsies. I lived in Rome for two years surrounded by numerous gypsies practically on a 
daily basis so I’m very familiar with what they do. They are historically nomadic people 
and most profess to be Christians and a minority are Muslims. They have a very strict 
code among fellow gypsies but outside of their culture and ethnicity they are not shy about 
trying to get the most out of making you give to them everything you have through fraud, 
deception and even outright stealing. When I was a seminarian in Rome I learned that Pope 
John Paul II once invited the gypsy community there to attend one of his general audiences. 
While many of the pilgrims were busy trying to catch a glimpse of the Holy Father, the 
gypsies were busy pickpocketing and stealing purses from the crowd. They did all of these 
in the presence of the pope! I hope this gives you a better picture of what you’re dealing 
with when it comes to fraudulent beggars. Parishioners told me that whatever they gave 
them initially they insisted that they really needed more because they are really in dire 
straits. What I found out the following day was they also hit a few other Loudoun County 
churches including St. John Catholic Church in Leesburg. They were also seen scamming 
people at Target doing the same thing.
  God is well aware that you gave to this family from the goodness of your heart and 
therefore He will truly bless you for your charitable act.  In the future, please do not hesitate 
to scrutinize “suspicious” needy people. There are many ways we can help the poor and 
I always recommend giving to legitimate organizations such as our Catholic Charities, 
Loudoun Cares, Catholic Relief Services, Cross International, Food For The Poor, etc., and 
even to our parish Poor Box. Social services often refer to our parish some of the needy in 
our local community who need emergency rent, water or electrical bills, and other needs.  
They have been properly screened and found truly in need of assistance. The check we 
write also goes directly to the company and not to the individual person.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; 
Sgt. Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; SPC 
Tim Marshall; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, 
Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st 
Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Tim Beglau, Mary von Bergen, 
Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
Leo Pomanski, Gertrude Heelan, Colin Luck, Lucy Koch, 
Sarah Haisten, Maureen Colville, Shani Sands, Megan Gruneisen, 
Patty Stickman, Marion Schonder, Carolyn Watson, John Lovasz, 
Eileen Pomanski, Richard Nachajski, Otto Spokas, Grace Baran

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Would you like to buy a goat?—You can purchase a goat for only $90 as 
a Christmas gift and provide a poor family with a steady supply of milk and 
cheese.  For more info please check 12/7/2014 Shepherd’s Notes & Ask the 
Priest column or go to this website:  http://www.foodforthepoor.org/catalog/
index.html

• We need basketball players for the Dec. 19-21 tournament!—Registered 
parishioners 3rd grade to adult are invited to an in-house parish tournament. 
Teams are forming now and practice begins as early as Sunday, Nov. 23rd for 
adults.  The cost to participate is only a whopping $5 (price of a Subway foot-
long special) per person.  See the bulletin and website (www.saintfrancisparish.
org) for details and to sign-up.  This tournament is designed to promote faith, 
fellowship and good sportsmanship using our newly built basketball court.
 
• Cheerleaders also needed-- You can be a parish cheerleader and enter the di-
ocesan CYO Cheerleading competition and you can start by joining our parish 
team lead by coach Nancy Griffith-Cochran.  Our cheerleaders will be training 
under Nancy and cheer at the upcoming in-house basketball games/tourna-
ment.  The info is in our parish website or you may directly contact Nancy at 
nancyonstage@aol.com.

• Big fundraising ideas?—We need you so that we will be able to pay off our 
debt for our new parish educational center.  Please contact me directly if you 
can help.

• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage “blessed” 
(convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me. Help is available!  
Read my Shepherd’s Notes column (February 2, 9 & 16) for details & they are 
available online:  www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—Take my word for it, you 
won’t regret hosting our own “Holy Grail.”  We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27, 2013.  Those participat-
ing may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray 
for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed 
it). Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up: bcraig32@comcast.net, 
540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response at (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by 
email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em
•  Several kids from 3rd grade thru high school have signed up for the 
in-house basketball training and tournament organized by Paul Kerstanski.  
We also have about 32 adults who now participate in our adult parishioners 
only Sunday night basketball.

•  8 cheerleaders are now training and practicing with Coach Nancy 
Griffith-Cochran.

•  We have now received from at least 5 people who expressed interest to donate 
to the cost to outfit an entire classroom and our library!  We still have 6 class-
rooms available for dedication.

Michael Lasher, December 5, 2012
Veronica Ann Loughran, December 8, 2012

Irene Taylor - December  7, 2011
Rosalie Weaver - December 26, 2010

Adel Salem - December 14, 2010
Lorena Thurman - December 11, 2010
Anne Marie Hooks - December 5, 2010

Dr. Harry G. Geyer, Dec. 22, 2009
Hannah Emeline Brown, Dec. 22, 2009

Genevieve M. Boucher, Dec. 7, 2009
Rev. Michael Craig Kelly, Dec. 31, 2008

Miriam E. Moore, Dec. 27, 2008
Patricia Ann Bettens, Dec. 4, 2007

Aurelia Charlotte Kulik, Dec. 27, 2006
Carroll Ed Frawley, Dec. 15, 2005

Vera Redmond Terminella, Dec. 20, 2005
Mary Theresa Skarzenski, Dec. 6, 2004

Manuel J. Kelley, Dec. 26, 2004
Patricia Louise Shannon, Dec. 9, 2002
Alberto Joseph Sliverio, Dec. 6, 2001

Robert Michael Schwartz, Dec. 8, 2001
Mary Violet Miller, Dec. 26, 2001
James F. Alexander, Dec. 14, 2000

Sophia Dolores Shannon, Dec. 26, 2000
Evelyne N. Newman, Dec. 10, 1998

Robert E. Schilling, Sr., Dec. 18, 1998
Anthony Peter Moorcones, Dec. 28, 1994
William Henry Ahalt, Sr., Dec. 31, 1992

Mary Loretto Lansdale, Dec. 1, 1989
John Parkinson Fahey, Dec. 3, 1989
Morgan Augustus Trail, Dec. 8, 1989

Joseph Siemen, Dec. 20, 1989
Ruth P. Bradshaw, Dec. 27, 1988

James A.Walsh, Dec. 14, 1987
Jennie R. Ortiz, Dec.13, 1984

John Morton – December 1984
Pauline L. Randall, Dec. 1, 1983

Sidonie M. Lestaevel, Dec. 2, 1979
Joan L. Patrick, Dec. 8, 1978

Charles E. Schonder, Dec. 13, 1977
Daniel J. Ludlam, Dec. 21, 1977

Below are the names of people along with the date 
of death from our parish since the time St. Francis 
de Sales became a parish in 1967. Scripture tells us 

to pray for the living and the dead. Let us 
commend to the Lord’s mercy the following:



Join our growing number of families that have elected to make their contribution online 
through Parish Giving. Please consider using Parish Giving to support St. Francis de Sales 
Catholic Church, and help us reach our goal.

• It’s Simple
    ○ Log on to the St. Francis de Sales website (http://www.saintfrancisparish.org/) 
        and click on the Parish Giving Logo and follow the easy registration instructions.

• It’s Secure
    ○ Parish Giving is Payment Card Industry compliant and uses the strongest
        Secure Sockets Layering encryption technology available.

• It’s Convenient
     ○ No more searching for the checkbook or Sunday morning stops at the
         ATM machine.
     ○ You can pick the day of the month for the recurring contributions to be processed

• Tax bene ts
     ○ You will be able to print out a report detailing your contributions for the year.

• Parish bene ts
     ○ Stable monthly contributions.
     ○ Signi cant reduction of parish administrative costs.

To get started log on to: http://www.saintfrancisparish.org/ and click on the Parish 
Giving Logo and follow the easy registration steps.

St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church



Dear fellow parishioners, 
I just wanted to send a quick reminder to everyone 
that Dominic Corcoran's transplant will be this 
Monday, December 8th, The Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. With such a glorious feast 
day, please join us in thanking God for the smooth 
surgery for both Dominic and the donor. We are so 
grateful for all the prayers that have been given. 
Thank you and may God bless you all throughout 
the wonderful season.    
Nan Gingras

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a per-
centage of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and 
it doesn’t matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or 
visitor.  Any questions, please call Diane 
Morano at 338-6381 or d.morano@
saintfrancisparish.org

Catholic Distance University is a global online university found-
ed in 1983 to empower learners everywhere to encounter the 
living word of God through high quality academic programs. 
Bishop Paul S. Loverde chairs CDU’s Board of Trustees. 

Visit us on the web at cdu.edu

Want to deepen your 
knowledge of the faith?

Any parishioner in the Diocese of Arlington pays 
only $30 for a non-credit course or seminar

Weekend Retreat For Men
January 16-18, 2015

Friday, 7:30pm - Sunday, 3pm
Directed by Fr. Julio Martinez, OFM, Conv.

Join other men from your parish and community for a weekend at 
Dominican retreat in McLean, Virginia. The program is a balance of 
conferences by the retreat Director, time for personal prayer and relax-
ation, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and daily Eucharist. All meals 
and accommodations are included. See www.dominicanretreat.org for 
details.
For more information please contact: Paul Allard at 703-569-1040 or 
the Retreat House at 703-356-4243.

Childcare Helpers Needed for MOPS 
Purcellville Chapter 
MOPS is an international ecumenical ministry to moms. We meet 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 9-11:30am. Specifi-
cally we are looking for homeschooled teenagers/young adults, local 
college students or perhaps moms/grandmas that miss holding babies 
that are willing to volunteer their time. This time for adult interaction 
and rest is so necessary for the young mommas to get through their 
day! Please contact Katrina Bills at Katrina@kbills.com

The Advent Giving Tree is Here!
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree and return the NEW, 
UNWRAPPED item with tag attached under the tree. Gift cards can 
be placed in the basket on the tree, left in the poor box or in the of-
fice. We will deliver the gifts to the Community Holiday Coalition, 
Mobile Hope, Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women’s Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, the Veteran’s Hos-
pital in Martinsburg, local nursing homes and needy families within 
our parish and community. The Community of St. Francis de Sales 
has always been very generous to our neediest neighbors. Please 
bring gifts for the Community Holiday Coalition and nursing 
homes no later than Sunday, December 14 
and all other donations by Sunday, December 
21.  
It’s fun to volunteer with the Giving Tree pro-
gram! Please contact Erin Bucci at 703-407-
1605/buccierin@comcast.net to volunteer! 

“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, 
that you do unto me”  Mt 25:40  

COMMUNITY TABLE OF LOUDOUN 
December 9, 2014   ~   5:30-7:30pm 

A FREE SIT-DOWN DINNER OPEN TO ALL 
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 

259 W Virginia Ave. Hamilton
Hosted by Mt. Zion United Methodist Church

Willisville Chapel UMC 
GREAT FOOD AND MUSIC!  

FOR INFORMATION EMAIL: ctloudoun@outlook.com 



TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Dec. 7 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., Dec. 8 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Dec. 9 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 10 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

Sun., Dec. 14 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., Dec. 15 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Dec. 16 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 17 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

Religious Education Calendar

8h Grade Confirmation Preparation
Confirmation Sponsors - 
Please Note Correction from November 16 Bulletin!!
If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint 
Francis de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you 
will need to fill out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the 
Parish Office and present it to Father Escalante, and sign it in his 
presence. Ineligible people will not be approved to be a sponsor.
All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present 
it to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

Student Commitment Form is due now! This form can 
be found on the website at www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious 
education/sacramental-prep/confirmation/

Religious Education Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or 
have early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement 
weather, RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on the 
website, and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. 

Celebration of First Reconciliation*
Tuesday, December 9, 4:30-6pm, All Sunday classes
Tuesday, December 16, 4:30-6pm, All Weekday Classes and 
Atrium Students
* children will arrive for 1st Reconciliation in 15 minutes incre-
ments, watch for email with your child's timeslot. 

Please pray for all of our children who will receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 
this month. May they always know our Lord’s love, 
mercy, and forgiveness waiting for them in the 
Sacrament of Reconiliation. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 4 rows of church as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 7th, 7-9pm, Come join us in 
the Upper Room as we begin Advent.

Feeding the Homeless:  Monday, Dec 8th 4:30-6pm in 
the new kitchen.  Tuesday, Dec. 9th 4:45-7:15.  

Workcamp Fundraiser Sale - Teens will be selling the 
White House Ornaments, St. Francis Ornaments, Cook-
books, and bracelets from the Philippines after all the 
masses this weekend.  Teens - Please come see if help 
is needed after you attend mass.  All proceeds will go 
towards workcamp.  

Basketball Tournament - If interested in participating 
in the tournament, call Paul Kerstanski at 703-577-4351.  
The tournament is Dec. 19-21.  

Blood Drive - Teens needed to help with the Blood Drive 
at the Purcellville Fire Dept on Sunday, Dec. 14th 11-1pm.  
Please e-mail or call me to sign up.  

Concerning Speech: How we must speak of God
Physicians learn about man’s health or sickness by look-
ing at his tongue and our words are a true indication of 
the state of our souls. “By your words you will be justified 
and by your words, you will be condemned” says the 
Savior. If you are truly in love with God, Philothea, you 
will often speak of God in familiar conversation with your 
servants, friends, and neighbors. Always speak of God as 
of God, that is, reverently and devoutly, not with outward 
show of affectation but in a spirit of meekness, charity, 
and humility. Never speak of God or devotion in a routine 
or thoughtless manner, but always with attention and 
reverence. 
St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life



IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME: DISCOVERING 
GOD’S PLAN FOR THE INCARNATION
Prof. Timothy T. O’Donnell, S.T.D., KGCHS
Sunday, December 7  @ 7pm
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall
46639 Algonkian Parkway, Potomac Falls (Sterling)

WAR OF GODS AND DEMONS: 
THE FALL OF CARTHAGE AND RISE OF ROME
Christopher Check
Tuesday, December 9 @ 7:30pm
Saint John the Apostle Church Hall
101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, NE, Leesburg

KNOW THE FAITH. LOVE THE FAITH. LIVE THE FAITH.

We have a great new opportunity for adult faith formation here at Saint 
Francis de Sales Parish. The INSTITUTE OF CATHOLIC CULTURE 
will be coming here and to other parishes in Loudoun County to deliver 
adult educational programs. You cannot love what you do not know - we 
would encourage you to take your faith seriously and attend these events 
- you can find a schedule in the narthex, all of their programs are within 
easy driving distance.

The INSTITUTE OF CATHOLIC CULTURE is an adult catechetical       
organization, faithful to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, and 
dedicated to the Church’s call for a new evangelization. The Institute seeks 
to fulfill its mission by offering educational programs structured upon the 
classical liberal arts and by offering opportunities in which authentic 
Catholic culture is experienced and lived. For more info, call 540-635-
7155, or visit www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - DECEMBER 2014

• Christmas, hope for humanity. That the birth of the Redeemer 
may bring peace and hope to all people of good will.
• Parents.  That parents may be true evangelizers, passing on to 
their children the precious gift of faith.

Birthright of Loudoun County is in need of gently used maternity 
clothes, all sizes.  We’re also in need of gently used boys’ winter 
outerwear, sizes 9-18months.  If you’d like to help, please contact 
our Birthright office at 703-777-7272 Monday-Friday 9:30am-
12:30pm or Tuesdays from 4pm-8pm.  Thank you so much!

We’re bringing the Universal Catholic World 
to our new Parish Center through your 
Vacation and travel photos
We’re looking to outfit the center with photographs of Catholic art, struc-
tures and places from around the world and country (Rome,Vatican, Holy 
Land, St. Augustine, Fl. etc.). We’re going for an ”Epcot” effect through 
photographs. Photos will coincide with Saint themes, for example, Saint 
Rose of Lima room we’ll display photos of Catholic places from Peru and 
Catholic, Latin America inspired art. The presence of family members in 
photos is fine, but pixel quality needs to be high for possible enlargement. 
You can simply donate photos or you may donate photos plus the cost of 
framing and enlargement, (average price for enlargement, framing and 
materials is $50). Enlargement and frame price is average, some photos 
will be smaller and some possibly larger. Original photos will be returned. 
Please drop off photos, cd, or flash drive clearly labeled with name, phone 
number the specially labeled box in the Narthex. For questions or guid-
ance call Maria Keim 703 431-9772 or email LMkeim2@aol.com you 
may also email smaller files to same address. The decorating team could 
still use some help! Call Maria if interested.

Advent Day of Prayer Sat., December 13 
Come to San Damiano to help make this Advent a fruitful time of preparation 
for Our Lord’s coming at Christmas.  The retreat will be led by Fr. Sam Vacca-
rella, T.O.R., our Director.  Registration begins at 9 am and the day concludes 
after Mass - about 3 pm.  The cost for the day is $30 which includes lunch.

Birthright of Loudoun County wants to thank those parishioners who 
participated in the St Francis Baby Bottle Drive to support our minis-
try.  Your generosity is so appreciated and so far we’ve collected over 
$1,000!  We’re very grateful for your generosity and know the Moms 
and babies we serve are, as well.
If you haven’t returned your filled baby bottles to the church, yet, 
please do so as soon as possible.  Thank you!
God bless,
Elaine Marshall, Executive Director
Birthright of Loudoun County 

I am 5 months old now.  I’m 
12 inches long and I weigh 
about one pound.  I’m really 

getting big and mommy can now feel me kick and move 
around!  Hey!  Someday maybe I’ll play soccer!  Thank 
you for praying for me, and my mom and dad!

Fr. Rick Frechette To Visit Washington DC Area
In anticipation of the fifth anniversary of the Haiti earthquake, Fr. Rick 
Frechette has been given permision to celebrate a Mass of rememberance 
and thanksgiving on Saturday, January 3rd, at 3 pm in the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. 
Details of a gathering to follow the Mass are yet to be determined.  He will 
also celebrate Sunday Masses at 8:30am and 11 am (Gospel Mass) at St. 
Joseph's Church in Old Town Alexandria on January 4th.  A reception in 
the church hall will follow.  Fr. Rick will be accompanied by a group of 
Haitian university students.



St. Francis Council 
11136 News
There is a need in the local community 
for “gently” used household items such as 
beds, tables, chairs, couches, dishes, pots 
and pans, etc. This helps families put into a “Rapid Rehousing” 
program to get their feet on the ground.  If you have items that 
you no longer need and are willing to donate please contact 
Paul Kerstanski pkerstanski@hotmail.com

Free Throw Contest coming to our Parish soon.  More infor-
mation coming

Keep Christ in Christmas -- SALE ENDS TODAY LAST 
CHANCE TO GET YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS

December 8th Business Meeting - Rosary at 7:10 pm, meeting at 
7:30 pm.

Ushers needed December 8th The Feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception at the following Masses: 6:30am, 9am and 7pm.

Saturday, December 13th - everyone is invited to come and 
participate in the Leesburg Christmas Parade.  Meet at St. John the 
Apostle Church at 5pm for formation, the parade begins at 6pm.  
All Fourth Degree Knights are encouraged to wear their regalia in 
the parade, the Knights will in the lead wishing everyone a very 
Merry CHRISTMAS.

“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Christmas 
Poster Contest for children aged 5-14 years old. The poster 
must reflect the theme of “Keep Christ in Christmas” and 
should be original work of a single person. Poster must be 
11x17 inches in size. For rules or more info please pick up 
application form in narthex or contact Bill Talamantes. All 
posters must be turned in by December 15. Judging will be 
done by December 31.

www.kofc11136.org
Grand Knight Bill Talamantes

grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503

The Mighty 
Archangels

• We will have teams representing 3rd Grade through High   
       School and adult women/men
• To participate you must be a registered member of the St.   
       Francis de Sales Catholic Church Parish
• Entry Fee of $5 per person
• To register go to the church website 
      www.saintfrancisparish.org/basketball-tournament-19-21-dec/
  o download and sign Code of Conduct (all participants) 
  o download and fill out Medical Release Form (under   
 18 only)
  o provide documents (in envelope) to parish office or   
 send via email to pkerstanski@hotmail.com
  o Send Participant name and grade or age group to   
 pkerstanski@hotmail.com
  o Either pay entry fee online via church web site or include  
 in envelope

1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BREAK BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT ~ DECEMBER 19-21

CHEERLEADING
• Interested in Cheerleading during the 
1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BREAK BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT?  Please contact Nancy Griffith-Co-
chran at nancyonstage@aol.com. Practice schedule 
will be set by Nancy.
• Cheerleading participants will also need to 
sign and submit the Code of Conduct and Medi-
cal Release forms and pay a $5 registration fee as 
outlined above.

Make a Special Gift of Life at the 
St. Francis de Sales Blood Drive on 
Sunday, December 14, at the Purcell-
ville Fire and Rescue Station. Your 
Awesome Act of Kindness will make 
a wonderful Gift of Life for family, 

friends, and neighbors in need during the Holy Season 
of Advent.  
The Gift of Life is important to ensure a safe and 
adequate supply of blood products. The Sign-up Sheet 
is posted in the narthex. Register at the Inova eDonor 
website, www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments 
or scheduling info.

COATS FOR KIDS  The Knights of Columbus are collecting 
new or gently used coats / jackets for the young people of Loudoun County.  
Your donations will be taken to Catholic Charities and Mobile Hope, both 
located in Leesburg for distribution. Beginning November 15 through 
December 21 a box will be in the Narthex for you to place your donation.  
Please ensure that the gently used items are clean and mended.  If you wish 
to make a cash donation please contact Grand Knight Bill Talamantes at 
grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503.


