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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction 
at 8:45am Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy 
Hour. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is 
prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; 
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  
9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of 
the month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and ad-
minister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please 
call the office to let us know your needs.

1st Sunday in Advent     Sunday, November 30, 2014

Donated Crucifixes for the new parish hall



    
 

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Nov. 29 Vigil: 1st Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Wallace and Helen Slivonik
Sun., Nov. 30 1st Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Gary Rutzel
 10:30 am Bill Frankhouser, + Thomas Frankhouser
 12:30 pm + William  Coleman, Abdon Reyes
   6:00 pm + Lily and Al Petrovsky
Mon., Dec. 1 Advent Weekday
        9:00 am + Chris Orlando
Tue., Dec. 2 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + Raymond Benedek
Wed., Dec. 3 Saint Francis Xavier
   9:00 am + Eileen Minihan
Thu., Dec. 4 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am Holy Souls in Purgatory
Fri., Dec. 5  Advent Weekday; First Friday
   6:30 am Anonymous
 12:00 noon + Anne Marie Hooks
Sat., Dec. 6  Advent Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., Dec. 6  Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm + Frank Annibale
Sun., Dec. 7 2nd Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am Deceased members of the Sommer and Butts   
   families
   8:30 am + Charlie Smith
 10:30 am + Frances Joyce
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Frank Annibale

This Week
Tue., Dec. 2 Matthew Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12noon, Church
  Virtus Seminar - 6pm, Room 206
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Room 107
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 3 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  Soulstitch - 9:30am
Thu., Dec. 4 American Heritage Girls - 6:30pm 
   Room 107
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percentage 
of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any 
questions, please call Diane Morano at 338-6381 or 
d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org

WATCH!
  “Watch!” This word occurs three times in today’s Gospel pas-
sage. Moreover, it is placed at significant points: the beginning, the 
center, and the end. Though this is technically a parable, it is quite 
short (four verses). The threefold repetition of “watch” leaves no 
doubt as to what the story is about.  
  We often think of Advent as a time of waiting, but it truly 
is a season of watchfulness, a very active form of waiting for the 
coming Day of the Lord. It is that day, more than Christmas day, 
that the Christian community faithfully expects, using all of our 
gifts and talents for this purpose, as Paul reminds us in the Letter to 
the Corinthians. When we use these gifts in faithful watching and 
expectation, we become like the servants of the parable, set to their 
tasks, not waiting around idly, but engaged in the master’s work until 
his return. May our Advent be a time when we return or rededicate 
our lives and our communities to this work—the active and diligent 
faithfulness that the Lord will expect to find.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
  Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
  Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:  Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; 
  Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; 
  Mk 1:1-8

November 30, 2014

Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come.

— Mark 13:33

Baptism Instruction Class
Normally held the last Friday of each month, this class will be com-
bined for the months of November and December, due to the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holidays.  The instruction class will be held on 
Friday, December 5 at 7pm, in our conference room. To register for this 
class, please call or email our parish secretary. 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  If you are poor and cannot take care of your parents, is it a sin? 
–SBC
A.  Usually, it is not a sin because you can’t give what you don’t have.  
But you can always try and help in another way other than financial help 
if you can.  If you became poor because you recklessly squandered your 
money through your own fault (e.g., gambling, drugs, excessive spend-
ing, etc.), then God may hold you responsible for not being able to care 
for your parents.
 
Q.  What are you thinking while you watch people come up to you to 
receive communion? –Claire Eddy, age 12
A.  On a “normal” day celebrating Mass I don’t really think about 
anything other than making sure that I properly give the Eucharist to 
the communicant.  But during a Christmas, Easter, First Communion, 
Confirmation, wedding or funeral Mass all of us giving communion 
(including extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist) are on a yellow alert 
mode because that’s when we sometimes get non-Catholics or non-
practicing Catholics who try to receive Holy Communion and not know 
what to do with the Eucharist.  Every year we catch a few who cup or 
pocket the Eucharist and discard it later.  When that happens we have to 
chase the person and return the Eucharist to us.  It is very sad when we 
find communion hosts left in the pews and discarded on the floor and on 
parish grounds.  
 
Q.  Are those who suffer from Alzheimer’s responsible for their sins? 
–SBC
A.  To commit a sin one must at least have knowledge that they were 
committing a sin so that rules out those who have Alzheimer’s.
 
Q.  Why do the notes for the Responsorial Psalm sometimes not match 
the notes we are singing from the books in the pews? –Anonymous
A.  There are many versions that can be used for the Responsorial 
Psalm.  Sometimes our cantor/choir use a version that is not the same as 
the one in the pews because some selections are easier for the congrega-
tion to follow than the one in the book.
 
Q.  Is it a sin to pray for your sports team to win? –Aric Vale
A.  Not at all!  You should always pray for your favorite team to win.  
A reporter once asked the legendary football player from Notre Dame, 
Knute Rockne, if prayer helps a team win games.  His answer was, 
“Prayer seems to work better when you’re surrounded with bigger 
players.” 

Music Announcements
Musicians needed for Christmas
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to participate in 
the Christmas Masses, please contact Michael Galdo at m.galdo@
saintfrancisparish.org.  The Choir will sing at the 10:30pm Night 
Mass on December 24th.  We will hold a first rehearsal on Wednes-
day, December 3rd from 7– 9pm. 
We are also looking for additional 
singers and instrumentalists for the 
Christmas morning Masses at 8:30 
am, 10:30 am, and 12:30pm.

Happy Advent, Happy New Year!
 
     We are now in the Church New Year with the arrival of the 1st 
Sunday of Advent this weekend.  It is inevitable that consumer-
ism will dominate the public for the next few weeks but our focus 
should primarily be our spiritual preparation for the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.  This is a time to make 
new spiritual resolutions and not wait until January 1 or even Ash 
Wednesday.  Advent is a penitential season and God invites us to 
find ways to get closer in our relationship with him.  This is a good 
time to go to confession if you have not gone in a while.  There’s 
no feeling better than having a clean soul and a clean conscience.  
Sometimes this is all what it takes to feel better when feeling sad 
and bitter.  Frequent confession heals even the most saddened and 
wounded soul.
 
     It is also recommended that we take some extra time to do spiri-
tual readings and saying extra prayers during Advent.  We really get 
a lot out of celebrating Christmas when we make an effort to spend 
a little more time learning about Our Lord Jesus and conversing 
with him in prayer.
 

Crucifixes ready for the classrooms
 
     The crucifixes are now ready for installment in the classrooms.  
We have a total of 15 crucifixes for the classrooms, offices, kitchen 
and workroom.  There were some who saw the crucifixes in our 
main office and expressed an interest in purchasing one for their 
home.  If there is a lot of interest I will ask our craftsman, Kevin 
Baker, if he would be willing to make some more.  Call our parish 
office and tell our secretary, Angela, if you’re interested.  I thought 
the crucifixes were beautifully done too so I can understand why 
others would want it in their homes.  And I also would like to thank 
our parish artist, Diane Waller, for doing the dedication engravings 
on the back of the crucifix.  Wait till you see the incredible painting 
she did of Saint Francis de Sales that will go in the new parish 
center!
 
 I hope you had a good celebration of Thanksgiving and may 
God’s blessings continue to shower you even more during this 
Advent season.  Happy New Year!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; 
Sgt. Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; SPC 
Tim Marshall; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, 
Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st 
Lt Matthew Ryan, Capt. Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Tim Beglau, Mary von Bergen, 
Mary Jane Arens, Zach Miller
The Deceased: 
Leo Pomanski, Gertrude Heelan, Colin Luck, Lucy Koch, 
Sarah Haisten, Maureen Colville, Shani Sands, Megan Gruneisen, 
Patty Stickman, Marion Schonder, Carolyn Watson, John Lovasz, 
Eileen Pomanski, Richard Nachajski, Otto Spokas, Grace Baran

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• We need basketball players for the Dec. 19-21 tournament!—Registered 
parishioners 3rd grade to adult are invited to an in-house parish tournament. 
Teams are forming now and practice begins as early as Sunday, Nov. 23rd for 
adults.  The cost to participate is only a whopping $5 (price of a Subway foot-
long special) per person.  See the bulletin and website (www.saintfrancisparish.
org) for details and to sign-up.  This tournament is designed to promote faith, 
fellowship and good sportsmanship using our newly built basketball court.
 
• Cheerleaders also needed-- You can be a parish cheerleader and enter the di-
ocesan CYO Cheerleading competition and you can start by joining our parish 
team lead by coach Nancy Griffith-Cochran.  Our cheerleaders will be training 
under Nancy and cheer at the upcoming in-house basketball games/tourna-
ment.  The info is in our parish website or you may directly contact Nancy at 
nancyonstage@aol.com.

• Big fundraising ideas?—We need you so that we will be able to pay off our 
debt for our new parish educational center.  Please contact me directly if you 
can help.

• RICA Sponsor—Would you like to be a sponsor for one of our RCIA 
members converting to the Catholic Church?  We need 2 women and 1 
man sponsors if you are available.  The Rite of Acceptance is coming up on 
December 7 so we need you soon!
 
• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage “blessed” 
(convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me. Help is available!  
Read my Shepherd’s Notes column (February 2, 9 & 16) for details & they are 
available online:  www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—Take my word for it, you 
won’t regret hosting our own “Holy Grail.”  We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27, 2013.  Those participat-
ing may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray 
for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed 
it). Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up: bcraig32@comcast.net, 
540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You may contact me directly for your response at (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by 
email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em
•  We have all the 15 crucifixes for the new hall’s classrooms dedicated and 
will soon be installed.  Thank you all who donated the crucifixes.  And a 
special thank you to Kevin Baker for making them and for Diane Waller’s 
engraving work.

• At least 88 came to the debut of the Institute of Catholic Culture a week ago 
and it was an incredibly good seminar!  If you missed it you can still catch it 
online by going to www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org.  It’s the next best thing 
to being there in person.  Even I learned a lot of great insights in the salvation 
history presentation, Eden to Eden.  Stay tuned for more when they return!

•  We have now received from at least 5 people who expressed interest to donate 
to the cost to outfit an entire classroom and our library!  We still have 6 class-
rooms available for dedication.

Make a Special Gift of Life at the St. Francis 
de Sales Blood Drive on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14, at the Purcellville Fire and Rescue 
Station. Your Awesome Act of Kindness will 
make a wonderful Gift of Life for family, 
friends, and neighbors in need during the 
Holy Season of Advent.  

The Gift of Life is important to ensure a safe and adequate 
supply of blood products. The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the 
narthex. Register at the Inova eDonor website, www.inov-
abloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling information.

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of 
silence spent before Jesus physically present before us in the 
Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar 
for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that deeper, 
more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very core of our 
Faith and a true gift for our soul and spiritual well-being.  

All parishioners are invited and encouraged 
to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament every Friday.  
Join us this First Friday.

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or 
sixdonofrios@comcast.net if you would like to become 
a regular adorer, substitute or have any questions. 

Rosary at 12:30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm

Scriptural Rosary at the 
7pm MAC-PAC Holy Hour 



TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the 
Teen Mass together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, Nov. 30rd, 7-9pm.

Blood Drive - Teens needed to help with the Blood Drive at 
the Purcellville Fire Dept on Sunday, Dec. 14th 11-1pm.  Please 
e-mail or call me to sign up.  

Basketball -  Interested in playing in a tournament over the 
holidays?  Call or e-mail to be put on a team or to let me know 
if you have a team.  

Sun., Nov. 30 NO CLASS
Mon., Dec. 1 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Dec. 2 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 3 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

Sun., Dec. 7 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:45am
Mon., Dec. 8 Grades K-6  - 4:30pm 
  Grades 7-8, RCIT, High School - 7pm
Tue., Dec. 9 Grades 7-8- 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 10 Grades 1-8 - 4:30pm

Religious Education Calendar

If you have a child in 7th Grade who is making his or her 
Confirmation next year ~ 
PARENT/STUDENT MEETING
Wednesday, December 3 at 7pm   
*OR*
Thursday, December 4 at 7pm
in Our Lady of Victory Hall
At least one parent must attend one of these meetings with their 
7th grader

8h Grade Confirmation Preparation
Confirmation Sponsors - 
Please Note Correction from Last Week’s Bulletin!!
If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint 
Francis de Sales, and meets the qualifications of a sponsor, you 
will need to fill out the Sponsor Eligibility Form, bring it to the 
Parish Office and present it to Father Escalante, and sign it in his 
presence. Ineligible people will not be approved to be a sponsor.
All sponsors from other parishes need to fill out our form, present 
it to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

Student Commitment Form is due now! This form can 
be found on the website at www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious 
education/sacramental-prep/confirmation/

7th Grade Confirmation Preparation

Religious Education Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or 
have early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement 
weather, RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on 
the website, and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. 
Woodgrove will not plow their long driveway or shovel sidewalks for 
our Sunday morning classes, so even if roads are clear it may not be 
possible to get access to the high school. 

ADVENT WREATH
Most popular of the Advent customs handed down to us is 
the Advent wreath made of evergreens, bound to a circle of 
wire. German in origin—it was taken, so we are told, from 
the pagan fire wheel—the wreath represents the cycle of 
thousands of years from Adam to Christ during which the 
world awaited the coming of a Redeemer. It also represents 
the cycle of years since then that we have been awaiting 
His second and final coming in glory. It bears four candles, 
equally spaced, three purple ones to be lighted on the “peni-
tential” Sundays, and a rose-colored one for Gaudete, the 
joyful Sunday in Advent. 

PRAYER FOR 1st WEEK OF ADVENT
Let us pray. 
Stir up your might we beg you Lord, and come, so that we 
may escape through your protection and be saved by your 
help from the dangers that threaten us because of our sins. 
Who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen 

VIRTUS SEMINAR
If you have not yet attended at Virtus Seminar and are a volunteer in the 
church who has significant contact with children, you need to attend this 
seminar in order to be compliant with Diocese requirements. We have 
scheduled a session for Tuesday, December 2nd, beginning at 6pm in 
Room 206.  Individuals can pre-register at www.virtus.org.



IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME: DISCOVERING 
GOD’S PLAN FOR THE INCARNATION
Prof. Timothy T. O’Donnell, S.T.D., KGCHS
Sunday, December 7  @ 7pm
Our Lady of Hope Church Hall
46639 Algonkian Parkway, Potomac Falls (Sterling)

WAR OF GODS AND DEMONS: 
THE FALL OF CARTHAGE AND RISE OF ROME
Christopher Check
Tuesday, December 9 @ 7:30pm
Saint John the Apostle Church Hall
101 Oakcrest Manor Drive, NE, Leesburg

KNOW THE FAITH. LOVE THE FAITH. LIVE THE FAITH.

Thank you for praying for my 
mommy, daddy, and me.  I’m bigger 

and stronger now.  I’m about 6 inches long and I weigh 4 
ounces.  When mommy goes to the doctor, she can even 
listen to my heartbeat!  I hope that one day I will run and 
play with friends like you. !

We have a great new opportunity for adult faith formation here at Saint 
Francis de Sales Parish. The INSTITUTE OF CATHOLIC CULTURE 
will be coming here and to other parishes in Loudoun County to deliver 
adult educational programs. You cannot love what you do not know - we 
would encourage you to take your faith seriously and attend these events 
- you can find a schedule in the narthex, all of their programs are within 
easy driving distance.

The INSTITUTE OF CATHOLIC CULTURE is an adult catechetical                          
organization, faithful to the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, and 
dedicated to the Church’s call for a new evangelization. The Institute 
seeks to fulfill its mission by offering educational programs structured 
upon the classical liberal arts and by offering opportunities in which 
authentic Catholic culture is experienced and lived. For more info, call 
540-635-7155, or visit www.InstituteofCatholicCulture.org.

HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 
INTENTIONS - NOVEMBER 2014

• Lonely people. That all who suffer loneliness may experience 
the closeness of God and the support of others.
• Mentors of seminarians and religious.  That young seminarians 
and religious may have wise and well-formed mentors.

Birthright of Loudoun County is in need of gently used maternity 
clothes, all sizes.  We’re also in need of gently used boys’ winter 
outerwear, sizes 9-18months.  If you’d like to help, please contact 
our Birthright office at 703-777-7272 Monday-Friday 9:30am-
12:30pm or Tuesdays from 4pm-8pm.  Thank you so much!

 Thinking about full-
time schooling options 
for your children?  It’s 
not too late to apply 
to Allder Montessori!  
Located near Routes 
287 & 7 in Purcell-
ville, Allder is in its 3rd year of operation and is currently evaluating new 
students for mid-year startup in early January, which is a great time to start 
with Allder!  Both the Primary (pre-K/K, ages 3-6) and Elementary (ages 
6-10) programs have limited openings. Classes are five days per week 
and integrate the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for seamless Catholic 
religious education. The comprehensive elementary program incorporates 
the "Great Lessons" to inspire the child's wonder and awe in the Universe 
and the Earth, Life, Humans, Language, and Numbers.  The program also 
leverages the beautiful school property, complementing classroom lessons 
by exploring nature and the creek and gardens in outdoor classes. Tours 
by appointment. For more info, please contact Heather West at hwest12@
verizon.net or visit  www.AllderMontessori.com.   

We’re bringing the Universal Catholic 
World to our new Parish Center through 
your vacation and travel photos
We’re looking to outfit the center with photographs of Catholic art, struc-
tures and places from around the world and country (Rome,Vatican, Holy 
Land, St. Augustine, Fl. etc.). We’re going for an ”Epcot” effect through 
photographs. Photos will coincide with Saint themes, for example, Saint 
Rose of Lima room we’ll display photos of Catholic places from Peru and 
Catholic, Latin America inspired art. The presence of family members in 
photos is fine, but pixel quality needs to be high for possible enlargement. 
You can simply donate photos or you may donate photos plus the cost of 
framing and enlargement, (average price for enlargement, framing and 
materials is $50). Enlargement and frame price is average, some photos 
will be smaller and some possibly larger. Original photos will be returned. 
Please drop off photos, cd, or flash drive clearly labeled with name, phone 
number the specially labeled box in the Narthex. For questions or guid-
ance call Maria Keim 703 431-9772 or email LMkeim2@aol.com you 
may also email smaller files to same address. The decorating team could 
still use some help! Call Maria if interested.

Advent Day of Prayer Sat., December 13 
Come to San Damiano to help make this Advent a fruitful time of preparation 
for Our Lord’s coming at Christmas.  The retreat will be led by Fr. Sam 
Vaccarella, T.O.R., our Director.  Registration begins at 9 am and the day 
concludes after Mass - about 3 pm.  The cost for the day is $30 which 
includes lunch.



St. Francis Council 
11136 News
There is a need in the local community 
for “gently” used household items such as 
beds, tables, chairs, couches, dishes, pots 
and pans, etc. This helps families put into a “Rapid Rehousing” 
program to get their feet on the ground.  If you have items that 
you no longer need and are willing to donate please contact 
Paul Kerstanski pkerstanski@hotmail.com

• November 30 Share Sunday Bag Distribution (familiy members 
are welcome to help distribute). The Knights are collecting food 
the entire month of November for the Fall Harvest.

• Sunday November 30 - The Knights of Columbus and their 
families are invited to attend the 8:30am Mass together as a 
council for Corporal Communion.

• Sunday, December 7 - Pancake Breakfast

Free Throw Contest coming to our Parish soon.  More infor-
mation coming

Keep Christ in Christmas At Christmas we honor the birth 
of Jesus Christ. At times our Savior is forgotten in the commer-
cialization of the season and the rush to get ready for holiday 
festivities. One of the best ways to support this effort is by 
participating in the Order’s “Keep Christ in Christmas” cam-
paign by purchasing your Christmas cards from the Knights 
on sale in the narthex following each mass during the month of 
November. Thank you.

www.kofc11136.org
Grand Knight Bill Talamantes

grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503

COATS FOR KIDS - The Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing new or gently used coats / jackets for the young people of Loudoun 
County.  Your donations will be taken to Catholic Charities and Mobile 
Hope, both located in Leesburg for distribution. Beginning November 
15 through December 21 a box will be in the Narthex for you to place 
your donation.  Please ensure that the gently used items are clean and 
mended.  If you wish to make a cash donation please contact Grand 
Knight Bill Talamantes at grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-
9503.

The Mighty 
Archangels

• We will have teams representing 3rd Grade through High   
       School and adult women/men
• To participate you must be a registered member of the St.   
       Francis de Sales Catholic Church Parish
• Entry Fee of $5 per person
• To register go to the church website 
      www.saintfrancisparish.org/basketball-tournament-19-21-dec/
  o download and sign Code of Conduct (all participants) 
  o download and fill out Medical Release Form (under   
 18 only)
  o provide documents (in envelope) to parish office or   
 send via email to pkerstanski@hotmail.com
  o Send Participant name and grade or age group to   
 pkerstanski@hotmail.com
  o Either pay entry fee online via church web site or i  
 nclude in envelope
• Practices will start November 23

1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BREAK BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT ~ DECEMBER 19-21

CHEERLEADING
• Interested in Cheerleading during the 
1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BREAK BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT?  Please contact Nancy Griffith-
Cochran at nancyonstage@aol.com. Practice 
schedule will be set by Nancy.
• Cheerleading participants will also need to 
sign and submit the Code of Conduct and Medi-
cal Release forms and pay a $5 registration fee as 
outlined above.

Please contact Paul Kerstanski at 703 577-4351 or
pkerstanski@hotmail.com for info or to volunteer

“Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a Christmas Poster 
Contest for children aged 5-14 years old. The poster must 
reflect the theme of “Keep Christ in Christmas” and should 
be original work of a single person. Poster must be 11x17 
inches in size. For rules or more info please pick up applica-
tion form in narthex or contact Bill Talamantes. All posters 
must be turned in by December 15. Judging will be done by 
December 31.

Childcare Helpers Needed for MOPS 
Purcellville Chapter 
MOPS is an international ecumenical ministry to moms. We meet 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 9-11:30am. Specifi-
cally we are looking for homeschooled teenagers/young adults, local 
college students or perhaps moms/grandmas that miss holding babies 
that are willing to volunteer their time. This time for adult interaction 
and rest is so necessary for the young mommas to get through their 
day! Please contact Katrina Bills at Katrina@kbills.com


