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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish 
community. You may fill out a registration form 
in the parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
(Office closed  between 12noon and 1:15pm daily)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. A Holy Hour 
for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am. The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 
12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; 
and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at  9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and administer 
the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the office 
to let us know your needs.

   17th Sunday of Ordinary Time     Sunday, July 27, 2014

(Humanae Vitae 46th Year):  "Let the 
children come to me and do not prevent 
them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these." (Mt 19:14)



  
 
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., July 26  Vigil: 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm + Nora Gonzalez
Sun., July 27 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + deceased members of the Sommer and Butts   
   families
   8:30 am + Carl and Noah Woodland
 10:30 am + Abdon Reyes
 12:30 pm + Rev. Stanley Slivonik
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., July 28 Weekday
        9:00 am + Judy Taylor
Tue., July 29 Saint Martha
   6:30 am + Judy Taylor
Wed., July 30 Weekday
   9:00 am + Judy Taylor
Thu., July 31 Saint Ignatius of Loyola
   6:30 am + Judy Taylor
Fri., August 1 Saint Alphonsus Liguori, First Friday
   6:30 am + Dan Seifert
 12:00 noon For the Holy Souls in Purgatory
Sat., August 2 Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., August 2 Vigil: 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm Theresa Cherry
Sun., August 3 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + deceased members of the D’Elia and Curran
   families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + George and Helen Rutzel
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Firetti
   6:00 pm + Gary Rutzel

NEW OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office will be closed between the hours of 12noon and 
1:15pm Monday through Friday for lunch. Please be sure to schedule 
your trips to the office before or after these hours.

Baptism Instruction  for the month of August will take place 
on Friday, August 22.  This class will be in place of our usual last 
Friday of the month.

This Week
Tue., July 29 Revelation Bible Study - 7pm, parish hall
  Senior Luncheon - 12 noon, parish hall
Wed., July 30 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - July 20  $   13,138

YEAR TO DATE     $   47,483
 Monday:  Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday:  Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; 
  Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18; 
  Mt 13:44-46
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53
Friday:  Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58
Saturday:  Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; 
  Mt 14:1-12
Sunday:  Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18; 
  Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 27, 2014

All things work for good for those who love God. 
— Romans 8:28a

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time 
of silence spent before Jesus physically present before us in 
the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon 
the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that 
deeper, more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very 
core of our Faith and a true gift for our soul and spiritual well-
being.  

All parishioners are invited and encouraged 
to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament every Friday.  
Join us this First Friday.

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or 
sixdonofrios@comcast.net if you would like to be-
come a regular adorer, substitute or have any ques-
tions.  For regular adorers who cannot make their 
scheduled time this month, please let Mark know so 
we can ensure adequate coverage.

Rosary at 12:30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm

Scriptural Rosary at the 
7pm Teen Holy Hour 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Popular news: “Moon Landing 45th Anniversary” (2014)

Very Unpopular news:  
“Humanae Vitae 45th Anniversary”  (2013)

(Part 1 of 3)
 
         The 1960’s were filled with lots of memorable events (including the 
debut of my favorite, Scooby Doo, in 1969!).  The whole world was in awe 
of the first moon landing on July 20, 1969 with the crew from Apollo 11 and 
we rightfully are overjoyed to re-live that historic day today.  I have very few 
recollections of my very early childhood but this was one of them.  I was 
2 months shy of my 5th birthday at the time but I still remember vaguely 
watching this event somewhere with my family and that there was a jubilant 
celebration out in the streets.
         On July 25th this year we celebrated the 46th anniversary of Pope 
Paul VI’s encyclical (official faith instruction addressed to all the bishops), 
Humanae Vitae (1968).  Unlike the moon landing, there was no big media 
celebration last year of this event outside of some Catholic circles.  While the 
1st moon landing was a big historical event, Humanae Vitae was a bigger 
historic defining moment for Catholics and non-Catholics alike.  This encycli-
cal was met with great opposition including by many Catholics and clergy!  
What exactly was this pope’s spiritual instruction to the world all about?
         The teaching was nothing new in the world at all.  Humanae Vitae was 
simply reiterating what the Catholic Church and all Judeo-Christian faiths 
have previously taught:  the use of artificial contraception is immoral.  This 
was no blockbuster brand new teaching that was being introduced.  A lot of 
people are not aware today that prior to the Anglican 1930 Lambeth Confer-
ence every Christian church taught that the use of artificial contraception was 
immoral.
         The Catholic Church has never taught that birth prevention/control is 
immoral as she constantly teaches responsible parenthood.  It is the artificial 
means of attaining this end that is immoral.  The encyclical states that the 
deliberate use of artificial means to destroy the life-giving element that is at-
tached in the conjugal relationship is contrary to what God has established in 
natural law.  In other words, this isn’t just a teaching for Catholics, it is God’s 
law for the whole of humanity.  And contrary to popular secular belief, this 
encyclical is a very positive and uplifting message affirming the philosophical 
beauty of understanding the real essence of the presence of love in a marriage.  
  Couples who truly live the sanctity of their married life as God has in-
tended it don’t feel like the Church is shackling them.  They are happy people 
who understand the true boundaries of life.  They are living the true freedom 
of their bodies knowing what “unconditional” love really means.  They are 
not concerned about compromising their values by selling out to the non-God 
approved inventions of the pharmaceutical companies by resorting to the use 
of barrier methods, chemicals, pills, and surgeries that render “inoperable” to 
perform certain bodily functions (both for men and women) that could lead 
to the new dreaded word in the modern era for many:  pregnancy.  If one 
carefully examines the promotional arguments for artificial contraception 
one could see that pregnancy is treated as some kind of a nasty disease.  It is 
no wonder that the number cause for abortion is due to failed contraception.  
(Part 2 of 3 is continued next week.)
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q. [Last week’s follow up question to: “If your wedding presider/
officiant was fired from the priesthood, do you need to have your 
marriage convalidated?”]
A.  After receiving more critical info about this, I need to clarify 
my previous response.  Originally, I was under the impression that 
the couple was validly married in the Catholic Church by a legally 
ordained Catholic priest but was later fired from the priesthood.  In 
that case the marriage was presumed valid.  However, if the couple 
was married in a ceremony after the priest was already “fired” 
from the priesthood,” that marriage is not recognized as a valid 
marriage and definitely needs to be convalidated in the Catholic 
Church.  Former Catholic priests have lost their priestly faculties 
from the bishop and no longer have the authority to officiate at 
Catholic wedding ceremonies and are strictly forbidden by Canon 
Law.  Every single wedding officiated by ex-Catholic priests are 
therefore automatically invalid in the Catholic Church.
 
Q.  It was suggested that we pay attention to the movies we 
watch.  Could we have a “playlist” of good movies you suggest? 
–SBC
A.  That’s not a bad idea but this could be a pretty long list because 
I am a BIG fan of good movies and summer is a time when I try 
to watch most on my target list either in the theater, Netflix or on 
DVD.  During school season most of our parish programs coinci-
dentally are in session so I don’t get to watch and review a lot of 
movies during that time.  But I’m blessed that one of the families 
not far from church coordinates with me on a later evenings 
throughout the year to watch some of the newly released good 
movies on DVD in their nice home theater (plus dinner!).  Here’s 
a short list of good ones we’ve seen recently:  The Hobbit, The 
Book Thief, “43”, Frozen, Man of Steel, Zero Dark Thirty (R), and 
Argo (R).  The rated R movies are usually historical documentaries 
intended for adults so their kids watch a different movie in another 
room.  You might be interested in the following website resources 
that I use as a guide to find good “Catholic” movies:  1) www.
ncregister.com/info/top_100_pro_catholic_movies/; 2) http://lin-
guinemysticslife.wordpress.com/2013/03/23/top-30-catholic-mov-
ies-that-hollywood-made/; 3) For movie reviews from Catholic 
News Service, go to:  www.catholicnews.com/data/movies/list.htm
 
Q.  What should I do if I accidentally forget the penance I was 
given at confession?–PJ
A.  Don’t worry, God still has forgiven your sins at absolution.  
You can just say the Act of Contrition prayer again and/or add 
1 Our Father and 1 Hail Mary.  The most important is that you 
made a good confession that day.  God will not hold it against us 
because of an innocent memory lapse.
 
Q.  Is there a plan to make the parish center a K-8 school? –
Kathleen King
A.  At the present time it is not possible for 2 major reasons:  1) 
Loudoun County rejected the parish application to rezone us to 
allow inclusion of a school;  2) We need to pay off our $4 Million 
loan from the diocese (at least most of it) before they would con-
sider us financially capable of operating a school.  Diocesan Catho-
lic schools do not make enough tuition revenue and is subsidized 
by the parish to exist.  But we designed the facility to meet school 
specifications in case circumstances change in the future.



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badu-
ra; Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III; Sgt. Sean 
Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class 
Pete Buxton; SPC Tim Marshall; PV2 Ryan Badura; 
2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl 
Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Lt. 
Col. Michael Goodnow, SMSg Jason Chambers, Capt. 
Patrick Godfrey, Col. Patrick Grady
The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Brian 
DuPlessis, Jack Lehtonen, Tim Beglau, Mary von Ber-
gen, Mary Jane Arens, John Lovasz
The Deceased: 
Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore Firetti, 
Teresa Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose, Anna Jane Doyle, 
Christopher Cawley, Leo Pomanski, Gertrude Heelan, 
Colin Luck, Lucy Koch, Sarah Haisten, Maureen Colville

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

•  New Altar Servers Training—Rising 4th Grade boys and up are invited 
to the upcoming Altar Servers’ Training.  The 2-day training is from 9-11 
AM on August 12-13 (Tuesday-Wednesday).  New trainees must attend 
both sessions for the training and need to be regular Sunday Mass attendees.  
Call the parish office (540.338.6381) to register for the training.

• New Junior Altar Society (JAS) Training—Rising 5th grade girls 
and up are invited to join our elite liturgical team (currently 19 active 
members).  The 1st training day is tentatively set for 9am on August 6 
(Wednesday).  Their ministry consists of preparing the church for Sun-
day Mass.  These specially trained young women wear the distinctive 
blue, white and gold sash as a sign that they have received the proper 
training on the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist 
and qualified to arrange the sanctuary for the celebration of the Mass.  
They set up the sacred vessels and make sure that the Roman Missal 
and Lectionary are properly marked for the priest.  They also reset the 
altar and the sanctuary after Mass.  The JAS team work closely with the 
priest and the Mass coordinators.  The JAS is proud of their ministry 
and appreciate learning the intricate details of the Mass.  Call the parish 
office at 540.338.6381, or Laura Burgess at 540-338-1378 to register 
for the training.
 
• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage “blessed” 
(convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me directly.  Help is 
available!  Read my Shepherd’s Notes column (February 2, 9 & 16) for 
details & they are available online:  
www.saintfrancisparish.org/is-your-marriage-valid/

• Sign up for the photo directory—We still have plenty of slots avail-
able for you to have your picture taken for the parish photo directory.  
Please log on to our website and click on the “Portrait Sign Up” button.  
For those who do not use the computer, please call the parish office and 
we’ll sign you up.
 
• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—Take my word for it, you 
won’t regret hosting our own “Holy Grail.”  We launched our new voca-
tions program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27, 2013.  Those 
participating may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a 
week and pray for vocations (see March 17, 2013 bulletin for details on 
our website if you missed it).  Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up:  
bcraig32@comcast.net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).
 

* * * * * * * * * * * *
You may contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 
ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in 
person.

Got ‘em!
•   We now have a total of 8 volunteers to help with the parish directory.  
We welcome Kathleen McQuistion who recently joined our crew.
•   Paul Kerstanski (pkerstanski@hotmail.com) has taken the lead role 
of organizing all of the CYO activities and Dermot Winters 
(dermotandmaria@verizon.net) has volunteered to become our parish 
CYO Basketball teams Commissioner.

Wednesday Night Group “Refuge” 
We invite all to come and join us each Wednesday Night from 
7-9pm in the Oratory Room for a time of teaching, prayer, and 
worship as we  together discover our Living, Risen Lord. The main 
focus of the group is to encounter our Father, His Son Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit in a personal and individual way. Each Wednesday 
night will include a time of prayer for the needs of all who attend, 
so come looking to be touched by God. Your life won't be the 
same!! For more information contact Joe Curto at JTCurto@aol.
com.  

Senior  Luncheon
Join us for lunch and conversation at 
noon on Tuesday, July 29 at 12 noon 
in the Parish Hall. Who is a senior? 
Whoever wants to be -  no age 
minimum!

The Faith and Family Foundation 
at Wheatland Farm in Purcellville, a non-profit charity ministering 
to children and adults with disabilities and their families, is now 
seeking volunteers and a part time barn manager for its therapeutic 
riding program. Responsibilities include assisting with the prepara-
tion of the barn and horses for lessons, and welcoming the children 
and their families at our programs and services. Please call (703) 
754-0511 for more information. Thank you for generously serving 
God's most precious little ones!



TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

THERE IS A FINANCIAL BENEFIT IF YOU 
REGISTER FOR RE BEFORE JULY 31!!!
Please visit our website www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-edu-
cation/ and find everything you need to register.  We have a lot of 
new time slots for classes, please look at the options carefully. As 
always class assignments are on a first come, first served basis. 
Please do not wait to register. Call the RE office if you have any 
questions.

Only Four More Catechists Needed!!
The Religious Education office is in need of Catechists for the 
2014-2015 school year.  Please consider volunteering your time 
to teach the children of the parish about Jesus Christ.  Require-
ments for teaching are a passion and love for the Lord.  To 
volunteer please contact James Blankenship at j.blankenship@
saintfrancisparish.org. The have been very blessed with many 
volunteers already, we just have a few openings. The Lord will 
reward you for your generosity!
Tuesday @ 4:30pm - 1st, 4th, 5th, and 6th grades

Sacrament Photos
1st Communion photos are now available on-line and are ready 
for purchase.If you did not recieve an email with the information, 
please visit rmerhaut.smugmug.com/St-Francis-2014-Comm/ to 
view the photos.
Confirmation photos Still waiting!!!  We apolgize for the delay. 
Watch for an email that will tell you when and how to access the 
website.

The Necessity of Chastity
Chastity is the lily of virtues and makes men almost equal to the angels. 
Nothing is beautiful except by purity, and in men purity is chastity. 
Chastity is referred as honesty and to profess it is termed honor. It is 
called integrity, and its opposite corruption. In short, it has its own 
peculiar glory of being the fair, unspotted virtue of both soul and body.
A chaste heart is like the mother-of-pearl, which cannot admit any drop 
of water except that which comes down from heaven, for it can take no 
pleasure except that of marriage which is ordained by heaven. Outside 
of marriage it is not permissible even to entertain voluptuous, wilful, 
and deliberate thoughts about it.
For the first degree of this virtue, Philothea, be on guard against giving 
in to any kind of condemned and forbidden pleasure, such as all those 
taken outside of marriage or even those within marriage when taken 
contrary to its laws. For the second degree, refrain as much as possible 
from all useless, unnecessary pleasures even though lawful and permit-
ted. For the third, do not set your affections on pleasures and delights 
that are ordained and commanded. While it is necessary to take such 
delights as are necessary - I mean those which concern the end and 
institution of holy marriage - one must never set his heart and mind on 
them. 
St. Francis De Sales , Introduction to the Devout Life

VBS TIME CAPSULE
The Time Capsule from the 2012 Vacation Bible School has been 
buried in the garden to the left of the Pieta statue. It has a tempo-
rary marker that says TC 2037. We are counting on our young VBS 
campers to remember this time capsure and dig it up in the year 
2037! It will be fun to see all the participants from that year’s VBS 
25 years from now, there are photos of all the participants as well 
as other time relevant items. We hope to get a permanent marker 
for the site. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the 
Teen Mass together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, July 27th 7-9pm.  All rising 9th 
graders through college are welcome.  Come make new 
friends and deepen your relationship with Jesus.  

Workcamp - Thank You Everyone for your support for our 
Mission Trip to Workcamp.  It was a very successful trip to 
Imperial PA.  Our next Mission Trip will be next year, June 
28th - July 4th.  We will be going to Keansburg, NJ to help 
those who were devastated by the hurricane Sandy.  

Witness Band - The Teen Mass Band is looking for a Bass 
and piano player.  If interested, please speak to Kevin Bills 
after the Teen Mass.  High School age or older please.  

SoulStitch - Thank you very much Saint Francis de Sales 
SoulStitch Group.  The Pray Shawls that you so lovingly 
made were beautiful and such a thoughtful generous gift to 
all those we served in Imperial, PA.  Thanks for your sup-
port.  

GOLF Tournament - We have a new date for the Golf Tour-
nament.  Monday, Sept 15th at 9am.  Call or e-mail to sign 
up or re sign up.  So sorry for the inconvenience.  Thank you 
very much for your support.  

World Youth Day - Interested in a Pilgrimage to Krakow 
Poland for WYD in the summer of 2016?  Cost will be ap-
proximately $3500.  Please let me know if you are consider-
ing it.



Thinking about schooling options for your 
child? Allder Montessori, located near 287 
& 7 in Purcellville, is entering its third year 
and currently accepting applications. Both the primary program (pre-K/K, 
ages 3-6, half- or full-day) and elementary program (ages 6-9) have limited 
openings.  Classes are five days per week and integrate Atriums for seam-
less Catholic religious education.  Tours are available by appointment. For 
more information, please contact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.net.

JOIN THE ‘ARCHANGELS’
St. Francis de Sales CYO News
We are starting a CYO at St. Francis and are seeking coaches for Basketball, 
Track, Cross-Country, Volleyball (Girls), Tennis, and Cheerleading as a 
beginning.  Those interested please email Paul Kerstanski at pkerstanski@
hotmail.com. We will then hold an instructional meeting for all interested 
coaches and parents to explain how the CYO operates.  The CYO currently 
includes children in 4th-8th Grades, with some sports 
adding 3rd Graders.  Our High School aged students will 
have tournaments throughout the year for Basketball, 
Soccer, Ultimate Frisbee as examples. For more info 
please contact Paul and/or check out the NVJCYO web 
site nvjcyo.org/index.htm

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
Choir Camp
Open to children entering grades 2-8, Choir Camp is a fun-filled week 
where children get to learn more about their voices, gain some experi-
ence reading music, deepen their appreciation for music and its place 
within the Liturgy, and yes, play games!  Camp is daily from August 4 
– 8, 9:30 am – noon.  On the final day of Camp, the children will sing 
at the Friday Noon Mass and enjoy lunch together after Mass.  Reg-
istration forms are in the narthex and in the parish office.  Cost of the 
camp is $20 per child.  The registration deadline is July 23.  Contact 
Michael Galdo at m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org for more info.

New Mass Music
Some Sunday Masses will be using new Mass parts for the summer 
and fall.  If you would like to like to practice at home please visit the 
music ministry webpage at www.saintfrancisparish.org/music/ .  Also 
we are posting recordings of some of the unfamiliar hymns that will 
be coming up.  Please check back for updates.

Brahms Concert at St. Francis August 8th, 7:30pm
Join us on Friday, Aug. 8 at 7:30 pm for a vocal concert featuring so-
prano Merideth Marano, mezzo Madeline Curtis, tenor Aaron Halevy, 
baritone Benjamin Curtis, and pianists Paul Campbell and Michael 
Galdo.  The audience will enjoy the delightful Liebeslieder Waltzes of 
Brahms as well as other vocal works.  Free will offering. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
The Joyful Child Atrium
The Catechists of the Good Shepherd is a religious formation program 
using the Montessori approach. Children aged 3 to 12 attend class once a 
week for two hours. We are located in Purcellville. 
More information, including class days/times and registration is available 
on our website. Please visit our website at www.thejoyfulchildatrium.com 
or call Theresa Bruton at 540-882-3047.

MAC-PAC
Middle-Schoolers Acting in Christ

Prayer • Action • Charity

KICKOFF MEETING 
Saturday, August 30
6:30-9pm (new time)

Prayer • Kickball • Campfire • Swimming 

Friedl Ranch 
16076 Berlin Turnpike, Purcellville

RSVP
jachtsfriedl@aol.com or 

703-627-8151

How does the Holy Spirit guide us?  
Fruits, Gifts, Prayers

MAC-PAC HOLY HOUR AND FELLOWSHIP

FIRST FRIDAYS @ 7-8:30pm in the Oratory/Parish Hall

Energize your soul and Earn discipleship hours for Confirma-
tion!

Pizza and fellowship following!

RSVP optional: jachtsfriedl@aol.com

Whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the Bread I 

New Pictorial Directory 
Coming To St. Francis De Sales!
Do you ever see people and wonder what their names are? Have you ever 
heard an announcement regarding a member and wished you could put a 
face with a name? Are you a new member and wish you had something 
to help you put names with faces? Help is on the way! We are producing 
a pictorial family album! There is no cost to have your photographs taken, 
and you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory* for 
participating. You will be able to view your images electronically immedi-
ately after photography. At that time, you will have the opportunity to pur-
chase additional portraits to share with family and friends. Visit our website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and click on the link for ‘portrait sign-up’. We 
look forward to seeing you!

RCIT 
Mondays, 7-8:15pm in the Oratory Room of the Church The RCIA 
for Teens (RCIT) is a class for all high school students who have not 
yet received the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, First Holy Com-
munion, and/or Confirmation. Students are also required to attend class 
regularly, attend parent/child meetings, complete student assignments, 
and participate in a retreat. For more information contact the RE Office 
or visit us online at 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/sacramental-prep/rcit/



St. Francis 
Council 11136 News
\Upcoming Events:
•  July 28: Past Grand Knight Mark Elszy from St. Johns 
Parish will be here to speak about the Columbian Squires 
Circle on Monday, July 28th at 7:30 pm in the Hall. The 
Squires Circle is the official youth organization of the Knights of Columbus 
for young men between the ages of 10-18, established by Brother Barnabas 
McDonald,F.S.C, on August 4,1925,  His goal is to give Catholic young 
men the opportunity to learn the skills and attitudes of Catholic Leadership.  
In the words of Brother Barnabas, “the supreme purpose of the Columbian 
Squires is character building.”  We are inviting parents and young men 
ages 10-18 to come and learn how this program can enrich the lives of our 
young men.

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus and become 
a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, service organization in the 
world.  With the Order totaling over 1.8 Million and our Council totaling 
over 220 members you have a chance to serve the Catholic Church, our 
Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism.  
Anyone who is not receiving regular emails from the Council or who is 
interested in joining, please contact the Grand Knight Bill Talamantes at 
grandknight11136@gmail.com or 310-717-9503

Run/Walk For The Unborn: September 1, 8am-12 noon: 5th 
Annual 5K Run/Walk for the Unborn, Leesburg. This is a family friendly 
run/walk on Labor Day and benefits Divine Mercy Care and its principal 
program, Tepeyac Family Center, LLC.  Other activities following the run 
will be held. Individual, family and group registrations are available. Regis-
ter on line by August 31: www.divinemercycare.org or onsite.

Birthright of  Loudoun County 
823 South King St, Suite I  Leesburg,
Is seeking volunteers for new after school office hours 
this Fall.  Birthright is a non-profit office which pro-
vides no-cost, non-judgmental emergency pregnancy services to any woman 
in need of assistance.  Volunteers are needed for two hour shifts on Tuesdays 
& Thursdays from 4pm-8pm.  If you’re interested in helping with our life-
giving option, please call or e-mail Elaine Marshall @ (703) 777-7272, or 
(703) 727-7302 or elaine.marshall@verizon.net.  Thanks so much!

San Damiano Directed Retreat Aug. 10-16
Come to the beautiful Shenandoah Valley for a directed retreat August 
10-16. Spend 7 days being refreshed and renewed, in a spirit of silence 
at a place set apart to listen to the Lord. There will be the opportunity 
for daily Mass and common prayer. Each day the director, Fr. Sam 
Vaccarella T.O.R. meets with each retreatant to assist in facilitating 
the spiritual experience. The cost for the entire severn days of retreat 
is $575. For more information or to register, contact San Damiano 
Spiritual Life Center at (540) 868-9220 or at 
SanDamiano@arlingtondiocese.org

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a 
field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of 
joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 
Find again the treasure of your early marriage. The next weekends 
are Sep 12-14 & Nov 14-16 in Herndon. For more information or 
to apply, visit our website at renewmarriage-vanorth.org or contact 
us at applications@renewmarriage-vanorth.org or 703-378-4150.

New Altar Servers Training
Rising 4th Grade boys and up are invited to the upcoming Altar Serv-
ers’ Training.  The 2-day training is from 9-11 AM on August 12-13 
(Tuesday-Wednesday).  New trainees must attend both sessions for the 
training and need to be regular Sunday Mass attendees.  Call the parish 
office (540.338.6381) to register for the training.

New Junior Altar Society (JAS) 
Training
Rising 5th grade girls and up are invited to join 
our elite liturgical team (currently 19 active 
members).  The 1st training day is tentatively set 
for 9am on August 6 (Wednesday).  Their min-
istry consists of preparing the church for Sunday 
Mass.  These specially trained young women 
wear the distinctive blue, white and gold sash as 
a sign that they have received the proper training 
on the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist and qualified to arrange the sanctuary for the celebration 
of the Mass.  They set up the sacred vessels and make sure that the 
Roman Missal and Lectionary are properly marked for the priest.  
They also reset the altar and the sanctuary after Mass.  The JAS 
team work closely with the priest and the Mass coordinators.  The 
JAS is proud of their ministry and appreciate learning the intricate 
details of the Mass.  Call the parish office at 540.338.6381, or 
Laura Burgess at 540-338-1378 to register for the training.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for July

•Sports. That sports may always be occasions of human fraternity 
and growth.
•Lay Missionaries.  That the Holy Spirit may support the work of 
the laity who proclaim the Gospel in the poorest countries.

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: A 
walk through the RCIA Process
How does our parish attract inquirers who consider 
becoming Catholic?
The short answer is you! When any parish has many inquirers year 
after year, it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit as parish members open 
their hearts to welcome others. Members of a welcoming and evange-
lizing community take seriously their call to share the Divine mes-
sage of salvation. It happens in parish families, in the workplace, in 
gatherings with friends and neighbors, and in daily contacts. Give 
thanks to God as he continuously strengthens each of us who seek 
to do his will in offering a gentle, humble, and clear welcome to the 
Catholic faith. “Go out into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel 
to every creature.” (Mark 16:15).  If you would like to learn more 
about the Catholic faith, contact James Blankenship at 540-338-4497 
or j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org.


