
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mr. Christopher White, Maintenance Mechanic
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mr. James Blankenship, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan
Mr. William Gibson, Facilities Coordinator

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
email - j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 
8:45am Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 
9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the 
month at 7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. 
Please call the office to let us know your needs.

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time           Sunday, February 23, 2014

Mass is always celebrated for you...under any weather!



    
Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Feb. 22 Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm Rev. John E. Tewes
Sun., Feb. 23 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + deceased members of D’Elia & Curran   
   families
   8:30 am Dave and Jami Dittmeier
 10:30 am People of the Parish
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Firetti
   6:00 pm MaryAnn Sacripanti and family
Mon., Feb. 24 Weekday
        9:00 am + Ria Crawford
Tue., Feb. 25 Weekday
   6:30 am + Stephen Willard
Wed., Feb. 26 Weekday
   9:00 am Frank Morano
Thu., Feb. 27 Weekday 
   6:30 am Sue Khalil
Fri., Feb. 28 Weekday
   6:30 am All Souls in Purgatory
 12:00 noon Sharon Liddicoatt
Sat.,  Mar. 1 Weekday
    9:00 am + Gabriel Stocks
Sat., Mar. 1  Vigil: 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time ; 
   First Saturday
   5:00 pm + Ellen and Pierce Bragg
Sun., Mar. 2 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + Isabel Comito
   8:30 am Mark and Sue Zalewski
 10:30 am + Tommy Manning
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Firetti
   6:00 pm People of the Parish

This Week
Tue., Feb. 25 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12 noon, Church
  Senior Luncheon - 12 noon, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Feb. 26 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  Adult Faith Series - 7:30pm, Parish Hall
Thu., Feb. 27 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - February 16 $    14,937
YEAR TO DATE     $  595,523
 
Electronic Offertory for January $    23,319
Building our Faith for January   $    18,969

What is Laetare Sunday?
Should we fast on Sundays?

Come find out the answers to these questions and more…

We will be holding our bi-monthly meeting where 
we’ll rotate through five fun, interactive stations

SPECIAL TABLE LEADER ...  DRE James Blankenship!!

For additional information please contact:  
Nora Hamilton, President; 540-338-2856

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mission Statement:
To support, empower and educate all Catholic women in 
spirituality, leadership, and service. To serve the Catholic 

Church in the Diocese of Arlington with humility, reverence, 
and obedience to the authority of the Bishop.

(All Women at Saint Francis de Sales are automatic members of the Council)

 Please join 

The WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
of Saint Francis de Sales 

 Sunday, March 2, 
2pm-3:30pm in the Parish Hall
We will be discussing “LENT”

Monday:  Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:  Jas 4:1-10; Ps 55:7-11a, 23; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-11; Mk 9:38-40
Thursday: Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49:14-20; Mk 9:41-50
Friday:  Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 8-9, 11-12; 
  Mk 10:1-12
Saturday:  Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-3, 8; Mk 10:13-16
Sunday:  Is 49:14-15; Ps 62:2-3, 6-9; 1 Cor 4:1-5; 
  Mt 6:24-34

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 23, 2014

Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy.
— Leviticus 19:2b

The Ash Wednesday collection will be for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe. This collection supports Catholic 
organizations that provide affordable shelter and training for 
seminarians in a region that still struggles with the effects of 
Soviet rule. By providing pastoral care, catechesis, and funding for 
building renovations, your donations help to restore the Church 
and build the future in the region. Please give generously to 
the collection on Ash Wednesday.  Visit www.usccb.org, search 
‘Church in Central and Eastern Europe” to learn more. 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  I heard that priests aren’t allowed to tell others what 
they heard in confession.  Could priests tell the police if 
someone came in and said something illegal? –Sarah 
Alvarez
A.  What you heard is absolutely true.  What we hear in 
confession cannot be revealed to anyone including the 
police even if the penitent confessed something against the 
law.  The Catholic Church strictly guarantees the seal of 
confession in the sacrament of Penance and some priests 
were killed for refusing to violate the seal.  The most 
famous was St. John Nepomucene who was tortured and 
killed in 1393 in Bohemia by the order of the king for 
refusing to reveal what he heard in confession.
 
Q.  When will the confessionals be completed? –SBC
A.  We are hoping to complete the 2nd confessional room 
in time by Ash Wednesday, March 5.  Lent is when a lot of 
people go to confession so it would be nice to have both 
confessionals operational by the time we have our Wednes-
day night confessions starting on March 12.  The Light is 
On Lenten Wednesday night schedule is from 6:30-8pm.  
Make sure to invite as many as you can to go to confession 
this coming Lent!
 
Q.  Could we arrange to have confessions before or after 
Mass on Saturday or Sunday? ¬SBC
A.  You must be kidding, my friend, this is not really fea-
sible!  There are only 2 priests in our parish and we don’t 
just celebrate Mass on Sundays but there are lots of things 
we do before and after Mass.  For starters, we visit CCD 
classes in between the Masses and often barely make it in 
time to start Mass on many occasions.  Our bishop makes 
a good point to priests that in between the Masses are times 
when the Church wants us to visit with parishioners, our 
spiritual family, whom we mostly see once a week (at 
least the regular attendees).  We have ample confession 
times including before the Saturday morning and Saturday 
evening Masses (and before noon Mass on Friday).  We are 
also available for confession by appointment.  A wise priest 
during my seminary days gave this response when asked 
the very same question, “If you find the time to commit 
sins, it is your responsibility to make the time to confess 
your sins.”
 
Q.  Does singing count as praying? –Conor
A.  Yes, but only if you are singing hymns, chants or 
religious songs.  [Singing rock music, hip-hop or reggae 
doesn’t count.]  By the way, there is a popular mistransla-
tion that St. Augustine wrote, “He who sings prays twice.”  
This is almost accurate except that one critical Latin word 
(bene) was left out.  The Latin actually reads, “Qui bene 
cantat bis orat.”  For those who understand Latin the 
proper translation reads, “He who sings well (bene) prays 
twice!”  (Don’t get mad at me, it was St. Augustine who 
wrote it and I’m just quoting him!)

U.S. District Judge strikes down Virginia’s ban 
on same-sex marriage

 
         Enclosed in this bulletin is the joint statement by the Virginia’s two 
Catholic bishops, Bishops DiLorenzo and Loverde, responding to the U.S. 
District judge’s decision to reject Virginia state law’s ban on recognizing 
same-sex marriage.  I hope you realize that this is a major threat to our 
belief in one of the sacred sacraments established by Jesus:  Holy Matri-
mony.  For the last several years there has been a strong offensive in push-
ing for the acceptance of same-sex relationships and same-sex marriage.  
Sadly, we have lost ground in the public forum in presenting the authentic 
Christian teachings on marriage.  How did this happen?
         In the Nov. 17, 2013 Meet the Press interview, Cardinal Dolan of 
New York explains that the Catholic Church has been “outmarketed” 
on the issue of gay marriage.  The main reason is because we are being 
unfairly and untruthfully “caricatured as anti-gay.”  The Catholic Church 
is not anti-gay.  Cardinal Dolan said it well that proponents of traditional 
marriage are “not anti anybody.”  In other words, it doesn’t make anyone 
a bigot for rejecting gay relationships and/or gay marriage.  The Catho-
lic Church loves everyone regardless of whether she approves of their 
lifestyle or not.  Since when is it wrong to believe what the Bible teaches?  
Or to believe what the world has practiced and defined as marriage since 
the beginning of creation?  Are we not guaranteed the freedom of religion 
and speech in the United States?  Why are those who believe in traditional 
marriage as a teaching coming from God now called bad people and being 
forced to accept what they believe as sinful?  When did God change his 
past revelations that what he once strictly forbade are now totally accept-
able as a new way of life?
         Last week’s Sunday’s Gospel (Matthew 5:17-37) gives us a clear un-
derstanding of God’s teaching regarding traditional moral teachings.  Let 
me repeat the words from Jesus:  “Do not think that I have come to abol-
ish the law or the prophets.  I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”  If 
you read on to Matthew 19:4-6 you will find that Jesus specifically teaches 
that marriage is between a man and a woman only:  “Have you not read 
that from the beginning the Creator made them male and female and said, 
‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?’  So they are no longer two, 
but one flesh.  Therefore, what God has joined together, no human being 
must separate.”  
  There are a lot of humans arguing against traditional marriage 
without real substantiation from the Word of God by scripture or tradi-
tion.  Well, we are not concerned about unsubstantiated opinions because 
anyone can make up an opinion regardless of whether it is right or wrong.  
But can anyone offer anything coming from Jesus in scripture (or even in 
Catholic doctrine) that reversed this declaration of Jesus from Matthew 5 
and 19?  The truthful answer is:  No!  There is no such existing teaching 
from Jesus.  It is a myth!  What he said in his time is still true today.  Let 
me leave you with last week’s closing Gospel line from Jesus that rejects 
living life in a “grey” area:  “Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’ 
mean ‘No.’ Anything more is from the evil one” (Matthew 5:37).
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Welcome to the Family! The following new 
parishioner was baptized during the month of February:

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gun-
nery Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
SPC Tim Marshall; SPC Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan 
Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary 
Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan, Lt. Col. Michael 
Goodnow

The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Julia Descaire

The Deceased: 
Mary Hall, Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria 
Crawford, Betty Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl 
and Noah Woodland, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore 
Firetti, Teresa Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose, Anna Jane Doyle, 
Christopher Cawley, Leo Pomanski

The names of the sick will be printed only upon request of the indi-
vidual or their family in order to maintain their privacy

The names of the deceased will be remain on this list until the first 
anniversary of their death. Thereafter the deceased will be remem-
bered on the first Sunday of the monthly anniversary of their death 
in a special column.

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• The Annual Lenten Firsh Fry is back! We need volunteers. 
Looking for someone:
  • to do the weekly Costco run
  • someone to help bread the fish Friday morning (9-11am)
  • a few setup and prep people (around 3:30-5pm)
  • clean-up crew (7:30pm ish)

• Jail Ministry volunteer needed—Deacon Larry Hammel is in 
need of 1 more male volunteer to help minister to inmates in the 
local area jail.  They are doing a great job ministering to the inmates 
and their workload has increased.  He asked me to pass this mes-
sage to you:  Deacon Larry needs 1 man to serve as a Catholic 
Charities volunteer at the Loudoun County Adult Detention Center 
once a month on Sunday morning 9-11am.  The volunteer assists 
inmates in prayer using the Bible and other Catholic prayers.  If 
the Holy Spirit touches your heart to serve the Church in this way, 
please contact Deacon Larry at 703-421-5815 (or leave your name 
with our Parish Secretary).

• Marriage convalidations—If you need to have your marriage 
“blessed” (convalidated) in the Catholic Church, please contact me 
directly.  Help is available!  Read my last two Shepherd’s Notes 
column (February 2 & 9) for details.

• We need more Elijah Cup family participants—It’s hard to 
believe we’ve run out of families already on our list.  Take my word 
for it, you won’t regret hosting the “Holy Grail.”  We launched 
our new vocations program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, 
October 27, 2013.  Those participating may take the chalice/paten 
used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray for vocations (see 
3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed it).  
Please contact Bob Craig directly to sign up:  bcraig32@comcast.
net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).

• New Catholic Charities Leesburg location—Our Catholic Chari-
ties Leesburg office will need to relocate to a bigger place.  Please 
pray that they find a good location and hopefully not far from us so 
that our Share Sunday food collection volunteers will not have to 
travel a long distance to deliver the goods.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-
6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by 
“snail mail” or in person.

The wait is almost over!!!
March 7
The Friday Nite 
Fish Fry is Back!
Every Friday in Lent  ~  5 -7:30pm

 
Available for carry-out or eat-in 

Grilled Cheese & Applesauce  $3/plate
Fish and Chips and coleslaw ~ $8/plate

Come enjoy a great fish dinner and plenty of 
fellowship. Bring the whole family!! 

Channing Eugene Mraw                           
son of Sean & Christine Mraw

Got ‘em!
•  We’ve had a few more inquiries about having their marriages 
convalidated this past week so that they can go back to receiving 
the sacraments again.  Keep ‘em coming!!!

•  Elijah Cup—We had a couple of more families signed up last 
week to take home the Elijah Cup.  We could use a few more.  This 
is a very good way to pray for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life.  It will also give you a great spiritual uplifting during 
the week! 



DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON ∙ DIOCESE OF RICHMOND
Representing the Virginia Catholic Bishops in Public Policy Matters

Feb. 14, 2014

Statement by Bishops Francis X. DiLorenzo and Paul S. Loverde

on Decision in Bostic v. Rainey Marriage Case

Last night’s decision by U.S. District Judge Arenda Wright Allen in Bostic v. Rainey, a case that deals with the 
Commonwealth’s Constitutional definition of marriage as a union between a man and a woman, strikes a 
severe blow to the citizens of our Commonwealth. It undermines our right, as recognized by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in its recent decision on the federal Defense of Marriage Act, to define marriage and, moreover, ignores 
the express will of the people of Virginia who overwhelmingly supported the 2006 Amendment to the Common-
wealth’s Constitution. In striking down Virginia’s Constitutional Amendment affirming the institution of marriage 
as a union between a man and a woman, Judge Wright Allen has not only totally ignored our state’s rights un-
der the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, she has also redefined marriage to the peril and detriment 
of our society.

Judge Wright Allen’s decision also, more fundamentally, contradicts the wisdom and understanding of the ages. 
It strips marriage of its intrinsic meaning and converts it into nothing more than an arrangement that recognizes 
a voluntary relationship between any two consenting adults. While all people should have the freedom to form 
attachments and relationships as they wish, the union of a man and a woman, in marriage, makes a unique 
contribution to the creation, protection and well-being of children. It is more than a “consenting relationship.” It 
is a union that – alone and uniquely – unites the two complementary halves of humanity, a man and a woman, 
to cooperate with the Author of Life to create new life. It is a union that alone provides children the opportunity 
to be nurtured and to learn from both a mother and a father, each of whom brings unique gifts to the family, the 
fundamental building block of society.

The institution of marriage is rooted in natural law itself, a design written on our hearts by our Creator. No 
religion, government or individual has the right or legitimate authority to alter the fundamental meaning and 
structure of marriage that has existed from the beginning ofhumankind. And certainly, no court decision, either 
in Virginia or elsewhere, can change thatmeaning.

Despite last night’s fundamentally flawed decision, we Bishops will continue to teach the truth about marriage. 
We also take comfort in knowing that the debate over this critical issue, in both the courts and elsewhere, will 
continue unabated. As to this particular decision, we pledge to work with those who are defending our Com-
monwealth’s Constitution and its definition of marriage and assist in any way we can to advance a vigorous 
appeal.





James Blankenship, DRE
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Feb. 23 Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am @ Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am @ Woodgrov
Mon., Feb. 24 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Feb. 25 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Feb. 26 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Sun., March 2 Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am @ Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am @ Woodgrov
Mon., March 3 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., March 4 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., March 5 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

Religious Ed Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or have 
early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement weather, RE 
classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on the web-
site, and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. Woodgrove will not 
plow their long driveway or shovel sidewalks for our Sunday morning classes, 
so even if roads are clear it may not be possible to get access to the high 
school. 

Please remember to send in your Religious Education 
Tuition payment this month if you have not yet done so.  
A letter has been emailed to notify families of their bal-
ances.  Sacrament fees for Confirmation are due by March 
1 and First Holy Communion fees are due by April 1. 

Confirmation Reminders:
• The Confirmation retreats will be held on March 8th and March 
22nd.  Please RSVP to the Religious Education office (j.rees@
saintfrancisparish.org) which retreat you plan on attending.  
• Sponsor Eligibility forms are due March 21st.
• Confirmation Information forms are PAST DUE.  
For a complete list of forms and deadlines, please visit the Confir-
mation page on the St. Francis de Sales website.

Lenten Book Study
The Religious Education office will be conducting a Lenten Book 
Study on Saturday mornings during Lent, March 15th – April 12th. 
We will be reading and discussing Ordinary Lives Extraordinary 
Mission: 5 Steps to Winning the War Within. This is the book that 
was given to the parish at Christmas. If you have not received your 
copy, there are still extra copies in the narthex of the church!  

First Communion Meeting Reminder
There is a First Communion meeting scheduled for Wednesday 
February 26th or Monday March 3rd  at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Hall.  Attendance at one of the meetings is mandatory for all First 
Communion parents.  You are strongly encouraged to attend the 
February 26th date, as that date is part of the Adult Faith Forma-
tion discussion series The Mass: Praying from the Pews. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Vacation Bible School

Monday thru Friday, July 7-11, 
9am-12noon

How to Attend Holy Mass
Thus far I have said nothing of the sum of all spiritual exercises 
– the most holy, sacred and supremely sacrament and sacrifice 
of the Mass, center of the Christian religion, heart of devotion, 
and soul of piety; the ineffable mystery that comprises within 
itself the deepest depths of divine charity; the mystery in which 
God really give Himself and gloriously communicates His 
graces and favors to us. Prayer made in union with this divine 
sacrifice has inestimable power, Philothea, so that by it the soul 
overflows with heavenly favors as if “leaning on her Beloved” 
(Cant. 7:5).  Make every effort to assist every day at Holy Mass 
so that together with the priest you may offer up the sacrifice of 
your Redeemer to God his Father for yourself and the whole 
Church.  If some strict duty keeps you from being present in 
person at the celebration of this sovereign sacrifice, try at least 
to transport your heart to it and assist at Mass by your spiritual 
presence.  
St. Francis de Sales, Introduction to the Devout Life

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.  

Youth Group - Sunday, Feb. 23rd Theology of the Body,  
7-9pm.  All high school students welcome.  Bring friends.

Next Mandatory WORKCAMP MEETING - March 9th, 
7-9.  Please make every effort to be there.  
For those of you who missed our  last mandatory meet-
ing on Sunday, Feb. 16th, your deposits are due and your 
appeal letters need to be written.  Spots are filling up 
very fast.  Get your deposit in to guarantee a spot for you.   
Workcamp is in Pittsburgh, PA this year June 22-28.

Spring Retreat - May 2-4  Save the date.  



Thank you for your prayers!  I’m six 
months old now.  I just opened my eyes
Before today they were sealed shut for protection.  
I wonder what you look like.  I can hear sounds, too!  
It’s great to have someone praying for me. 

The Calix Society of Northern Virginia 
Using our Catholic Faith to Enhance our 12 Step Recovery
Meetings at Loudoun Club 12 every Saturday at 10am 
www.loudounclub12.org. For more information contact: Calix_NoVA@
yahoo.com or see www.calixsociety.org

Parish Family in Need of Meals
One of our families is in need of meals. If you are able to provide some type 
of,easily freezable, casserole or one-dish meal, please visit our website to sign 
up, www.takethemameal.com.  The “Recipient” name  is Anonymous and the 
“Password” is francis.  There is no need to provide any side dishes, salads, or 
desserts.  Casseroles already frozen will be fine.  Breakfast casseroles are wel-
come as well.  Please try to prepare the meal in a disposable container.  We ask 
that you bring your food to the parish office and we will arrange for pick-up. 
The family consists of one adult and two teenagers.  There are no food aller-
gies.  Please contact the Parish Secretary with any questions. Thank you.

MUSIC MINISTRY NoTeS
Mp3s
Visit the Music Webpage, www.saintfrancisparish.org/music-1/, and 
download mp3s.  We will post 1-2 hymns per week for the upcoming 
weeks in an effort to help you learn some of the melodies which may be 
unfamiliar.  
Ash Wednesday Mass Times: 
6:30am  no music, 9am cantor, 5pm Children’s Choir, 7pm Adult Choir

2014 Women’s Conference
Angels & Demons: 

Who They Are & How They Influence Us
Saturday, March 15, 9:15am-2:15pm
Saint Joseph Catholic Church, Herndon, VA

For more info on either of these conferences, 
contact the Office for Family Life

familylife@arlingtondiocese.org or 703-841-2550

YOU CAN WIN A CAR!!
The 2014 Five-Car Raffle is about to kick off
Tickets for the 2014 Car Raffle were mailed this past week to all regis-
tered parishioners.  Per the included letter from Father Escalante, all are 
requested to sell the 10 tickets ($5 each) as soon as possible and return 
the money and ticket stubs to St. Francis for processing.  Money and 
stubs can be returned by:
• placing in the provided return envelop and mailing back to St. 
Francis
• placing in the Car Raffle box located in the narthex before and after 
all masses
• dropping off in the main office during the week

5 cars and $20,000 in cash will be raffled off at the All Saints festival on 
Saturday, May 3rd.  The 5 cars being raffled are:
• Buick Verano (on site weekend of March 1st/2nd)
• Honda Odyssey Van (on site weekend of April 19th/20th)
• Honda CR-V
• Honda Civic
• GMC Sierra Pickup
Please instruct ticket buyers paying by check to make checks out to "St. 
Francis de Sales".  

Finally, the car raffle event is monitored and governed by the Division 
of Consumer Protection, Office of Charitable & Regulatory Programs 
of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.  We are required to keep track of the tickets.  It 
is our hope that all parishioners will participate in order to increase the 
funds realized from participation in the raffle.  However, if you choose 
not to participate please DO NOT throw away the tickets.  Rather, 
return them whole to St. Francis using one of the methods described 
above.

The final deadline for all tickets, stubs and money is Sunday, April 20th. 
There will be no exceptions as the tickets need to be processed and 
delivered to All Saints parish.



St. Francis 
Council 11136 News

Chili Cookoff
All are invited to the St Francis Council Chili Cook Off and Fraternal 
Benefits Night on Monday February 24th.  The event is open to All 
Knights and their spouses and to all men and their spouses who inter-
ested in joining the Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic, 
Fraternal, Family, Service organization.  Come 
share your best chili and learn about the 
benefits afforded to members of the Knights 
of Columbus.  Please RSVP with the contact 
information below.  
 
Shrove Tuesday Dinner
All in the Parish are also invited to our Shrove Tuesday Dinner on 
March 4 starting at 6pm in the Hall.  We will be serving BREAK-
FAST FOR DINNER!!!  Treat toppings like fruit, chocolate chips, 
and whipped cream for your pancakes as a small treat prior to starting 
Lent.  All are welcome.
 
Upcoming Events:
March 1: Spaghetti Dinner following 5pm Mass
March 4: Shrove Tuesday Dinner:  We will offering BREAKFAST 
FOR DINNER starting at 6pm.  All in the Parish are welcome to 
attend!  
March 10: Council Business Meeting – Rosary at 7:10pm followed by 
Meeting at 7:30pm in the Hall
March 15: Council St Patrick’s Day Party
 
Throughout Lent: Please keep a look out for the Car Raffle Tickets 
which are being mailed to your homes.  Please drop off the receipts 
for sold tickets and purchase directly after all Masses in the Narthex 
during Lent.  Proceeds help the Parish Building Fund and the Knights 
of Columbus Council.
 
All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus and 
become a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, service orga-
nization in the world.  With the Order totaling over 1.8 Million and 
our Council totaling over 220 members you have a chance to serve the 
Catholic Church, our Priests and our communities in the spirit of Char-
ity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  
 
Anyone who is not receiving regular emails from the Council or who 
is interested in joining, please contact the Grand Knight John Har-
aburda at kofc11136@kofc11136.org or 571-246-7225.

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS
There will be an adult Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral on Saturday, 
June 7 at 7:30 pm. and on Pentecost Sunday, June 8 at 2:30pm.  If you are 
a high school student or adult who has received catechetical instruction but 
not completed your sacramental initiation through the Sacrament of Confir-
mation then now might be the opportunity for you to do so.  Please contact 
James Blankenship for more information.

Catholic Distance University is an online 
university. We specialize in theology, 
the liberal arts, and faith development 
in accordance with the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.
Online seminars from CDU only require 
a three week commitment, making them 
easier to fit into demanding schedules. 
Now is the perfect time to enrich your 
knowledge of the Catholic Faith. Your 

diocese is a subsidy partner, all members of your diocese can experience 
CDU noncredit seminars for just $30.
Upcoming seminars: 
The Master Evangelist (March 3 - March 24, 2014) Jesus is known by 
many titles throughout the New Testament; Lord, Good Shepherd, Messiah 
and Christ to name a few. Yet Jesus’ primary role during his three year min-
istry was that of evangelist, the anointed one who brings the Good News 
of God’s love to the world. In this seminar we discuss practical strategies 
that can be implemented in our life and how we can become catalysts for 
evangelization in our parish and other Catholic institutions.
Please visit www.cdu.edu for more information and to register.

MOPS, Mothers of children from 
newborn to kindergarten, find friendship, 
community resources, and support.
At the meetings, moms enjoy breakfast, 
coffee, fun games, speakers, and arts & 
crafts.

We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month during the school year, 
from 9:30-11:30am at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 711 W Main St. 
Purcellville.
Childcare is provided through a program called MOPPETS that includes 
playtime, crafts, and snacks.
Becoming a member is easy. Just email Katrina Bills at Katrina@kbills.
com or Megan McConville at megana.mcconville@gmail.com or visit our 
website www.purcellvillemops.com/

Pensmore Dialogue on Science and Faith
Don’t miss the opportunity to explore the big questions about the origins 
of life and the universe at the Pensmore Dialogue on Science and Faith 
on April 4-5 at Patrick Henry College in Purcellville. The two-day 
conference will be packed with internationally recognized Christian scien-
tists, apologetics experts,  and theologians. Dr. John Lennox, a renowned 
Oxford University Mathematics professor will return as keynote speaker, 
along with Dr. Stephen C. Meyer, and Dr. Vern S. Polythress, Father 
Robert Spitzer, and Dr. Jay Richards, Registration opened on January 1, 
and there are limited spots, so don’t wait! Check out the website at www.
pensmoredialogue.com or the Facebook page for more information. 

Senior  Luncheon
Join us for lunch and conversation at noon 
on Tuesday, February 25 at 12 noon in the 
Parish Hall. Who is a senior? Whoever 
wants to be -  no age minimum!


