
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

3rd Sunday in Advent      December 15, 2013

Late Autumn Snowfall



Individual Confessions - 7-8pm
Wednesday, Dec. 18
Thursday, Dec. 19

Friday, Dec. 20

Christmas Eve - Vigil Masses
5pm - Family Mass with Children’s Choir

(if a very crowded Mass is a concern for your family, 
please attend a Christmas Day Mass)
5:10pm - Overflow in the Parish Hall

8pm - Vigil Mass with Teen Band
10:30pm - Vigil Mass with Traditional Music

Carols and Preludes begin at 10pm

Christmas Day Masses
7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm
12:40pm - Overflow in Parish Hall

There is no 6pm Mass on Christmas Day

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
Wednesday, January 1

6:30am, 9am, 5pm
There is NO Vigil Mass on December 31

  
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Dec. 14 Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm Mary White
Sun., Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Laraine Mansfield
 10:30 am + Robert Schilling
 12:30 pm The Fisher Family
   6:00 pm + Martin C. Jachts
Mon., Dec. 16 Advent Weekday
        9:00 am + Ben Belrose
Tue., Dec. 17 Late Advent Weekday
   6:30 am Lin Soo-Mee; Yun Young-Kun
Wed., Dec. 18 Late Advent Weekday
   9:00 am Charlie, Maureen and Olivia Colville
Thu., Dec. 19 Late Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + All Souls in Purgatory
Fri., Dec. 20 Late Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + Eugene Pearson
 12:00 noon + William Przybysz
Sat.,  Dec. 21 Late Advent Weekday
    9:00 am + Peter Zaja
Sat., Dec. 21 Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm + Carl and + Noah Woodland
Sun., Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Jody DeVita
 10:30 am + Carl and + Noah Woodland
 12:30 pm + Stacey Sleik
   6:00 pm + Steve Bresnahan

This Week

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - December 8 $    10,160
YEAR TO DATE     $  400,266
2nd Collection    $      2,591

Electronic Offertory for November  $     21,551
Building our Faith for November $       5,529
  

Tue., Dec. 17 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Senior Luncheon - 12 noon, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12 noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 18 SoulStitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 19 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory
Fri., Dec. 20 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12noon Mass

The Nativity 
of the Lord

Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9; 
  Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
  Mt 1:1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 
  Mt 1:18-25
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16- 
  17; Lk 1:5-25
Friday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Saturday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11- 
  12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Sunday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; 
  Mt 1:18-24

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2013

Those whom the LORD has ransomed 
will return and enter Zion singing, 

crowned with everlasting joy. 
— Isaiah 35:10a



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Getting the most out of Advent:  
Take a trip to the…confessional!

 
  Preparing for Christmas would not be complete unless it includes 
the sacrament of reconciliation.  Advent is a penitential season and a 
spiritual renewal to start the new year in the Church.  Who would not 
want to leave behind a collection of unwanted junk and start out fresh 
with a clean slate?  A clear conscience is what brings the most joy into 
the mind, heart and soul of the person.  There is no better way to attain 
this than by making a good confession.
  Sin injures the person and it penetrates the core of the soul.  A 
mortal sin causes the death of the soul and leads to unhappiness and even 
despair.  A good sacramental confession can heal a wounded soul and in-
stantly brings to life a dead soul. Pope Francis reminds us that God never 
tires of forgiving us when we ask him.  The problem is we get tired of 
asking God for forgiveness!
  We have an expanded schedule of Confessions for Advent to give 
our parishioners as much opportunity to receive this beautiful sacrament 
that heals and gives peace.  Aside from our regular Friday and Saturday 
schedule, this week we added evening confessions from Wednesday thru 
Friday (December 18-20) from 7-8pm.  For those who have children, 
make this a family event by going to confession together.  And if you 
know of anyone else who may not have been to confession for a while, 
now is the perfect time to invite him or her to rediscover the sacrament 
of reconciliation.  A good confession just may be one of the best early 
Christmas gifts you could give to yourself!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q.  Did God create the world with the “Big Bang”? –Dylan
A.  Yes.  God decided he wanted to create the world…and bang, 
it happened! Seriously, it is possible the world started out with a 
big bang and this theory does not necessarily violate our belief 
in creation because God would have been the author and cause 
of the process.  While the Big Bang Theory is pitted against 
creation, it is a myth that this was formulated by an atheist who 
wanted an alternative explanation to how the world came to 
be.  To those who advocate the Big Bang Theory they can thank 
Georges Lemaitre for introducing this scientific concept.  He and 
the famous Albert Einstein had several important scientific dis-
cussions regarding the universe especially on the Big Bang.  Oh, 
by the way, he was better known as Father Georges Lemaitre.  
He was a Catholic Belgian priest (1894-1966), who aside from 
celebrating Mass, taught physics and astronomy at the Univer-
sity of Louvain.  Among his great contributions to the scientific 
world include being the first to introduce both the theories of 
the Big Bang and the Expanding Universe (2 years ahead of the 
more recognized Edwin Hubble).  We always wonder after all 
these years who has been passing around the bad rumor that the 
teachings of the Catholic Church are against science and reason?  
They should look at history a little more closely and they will 
find that lots of Catholics and other Christians are recognized as 
big contributors to science. Here’s a Catholic trivia special for 
you: From 1682 until 1955, 35 craters of the moon have been 
named after Jesuit priests in honor of their contribution to sci-
ence.  [Thank you for your very good question, Dylan.  I hope 
this response will help many others who often wonder whether 
there is a conflict between faith and reason. God says there isn’t 
because he is the author of nature itself.]
 
Q.  Why do we have a “world without end”? –Caleb & Mary 
Castaneda
A.  It is because God intended for us to live forever.  God’s 
creation is beautiful and he wants us to enjoy both heaven and 
earth.  The world we live in now is not perfect but God will make 
it perfect in the future for those who are in God’s good graces.  
There is a great beautiful future ahead of us and that’s why it is 
worth living our Catholic faith patiently though at times we may 
have to experience challenges in life.
 
Q.  My sister, who is single, is having an affair with a married 
man.  Can she expect God’s blessing in her life when doing 
such a defiant act? –Anonymous
A.  No.  A person only receives blessings when he or she is in the 
state of sanctifying grace.  This precious state is lost when the 
person commits at least a mortal sin and does not repent.  Adul-
tery is a direct violation of the 6th commandment, “You shall not 
commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14).  In 1 Corinthians 6:9 St. Paul 
listed specific sins that would prevent one from inheriting the 
kingdom of God:  adultery, fornication (sex between unmarried 
couples), idolatry, theft, homosexual practice, prostitution, greed, 
drunkenness and slander.  But let us always keep in mind that 
God is always ready to grant complete pardon to anyone who 
asks for forgiveness of sins.  Recognizing that we are sinners our-
selves, we should also always pray for the conversion of those 
living apart from God.

Wake, Awake!  This week, prior to several of the Masses you may have 
heard a familiar piece played on the organ.  This piece was written by 
Bach and has two versions, one for organ and one for orchestra and 
choir.  It is based on a German hymn, Wachet Auf, which is often sung 
at the end of the liturgical year, or during Advent.  The hymn can be 
found in our hymnals under the title “Wake, Awake the Night is Fly-
ing”.  The text of the chorale implores us to wake up, for the bride-
groom is coming.  The organ uses a trumpet stop to play the melody 
of the hymn, further prompting us to rise out of spiritual slumber and 
prepare for the coming of the Lord.  

Christmas Masses and Music
As you plan your Christmas celebrations you may want to consider 
coming to the “Midnight Mass” on Christmas Eve with the choir.  Les-
sons and Carols will begin at 10pm, with Mass following at 10:30pm.  
The Children’s Choir will sing at the 5pm Vigil (our most crowded), 
and the Teen choir at the 8pmVigil. Cantors will be leading song at the 
Christmas Day Masses.

Music Announcements



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gun-
nery Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall; Specialist Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 
Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; 
LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan,  Col. 
Robert A. Couser

The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Julia Descaire

The Deceased: 
Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary Shreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mul-
vihill, Mary Hall, Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria 
Crawford, Betty Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl 
and Noah Woodland, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore 
Firetti, Teresa Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose, Anna Jane Doyle, 
Christopher Cawley

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

Senior  Luncheon
The December Senior Luncheon will 
be held on Tuesday, December 17

Please join us for our 
Christmas Party this 
Wednesday, December 
18th 9:30-11:30am.  
Bring a brunch dish to 
share and join us for the 
last meeting this year.
We need cross-stitchers!  Even if you cannot make the meetings, we 
will get you the materials to cross stitch the lovely baptismal bibs we 
make for the Parish.
A special thanks to the Knights of Columnbus for generously provide-
ing the honorarium for Dale Jones to come and teach us how to dye 
wool. We were able to dye 144 skeins of wool which will be knitted up 
for vests, mittens and hats for Afghans for Afghans. We and I’m sure 
the children of Afghanistan greatly appreciate what the Knights have 
done for us.

• Get a copy of Bishop Loverde pastoral letter:  “Go Forth with 
Hearts on Fire”—Read my Shepherd’s Notes column last week 
for information on this exciting pastoral letter by our bishop on 
how we can better live our faith in our time and become part of 
what Pope Francis calls the “New Evangelization.”
 
•  Christmas church decorators needed—We need volunteers 
to help decorate the church for Christmas on December 21 at 
9:30 AM.  Please contact Cathy Mitchell for details (c.mitchell@
saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).
 
• New Catholic Charities Leesburg location—Our Catholic 
Charities Leesburg office will need to relocate to a bigger place.  
Please pray that they find a good location and hopefully not far 
from us so that our Share Sunday food collection volunteers will 
not have to travel a long distance to deliver the goods.
 
• Substitute CCD teacher needed—Our Religious Education 
program is still in great need of volunteer substitute CCD teachers 
to sub in on a day when a regular catechist is unable to teach a 
class.  Please contact our RE coordinator Janice Rees if you are 
able to help.
 
• Pray that we find the right facilities manager¬Our new parish 
center is going up quickly and we need a full-time person to 
oversee the construction as the contractors work on the inside part 
of the building.  We need to hire the right person who understands 
the building inside out and oversee its maintenance.  Please keep 
this intention in your prayers.
 
• Elijah Cup participants—We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27.  Those 
participating may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass 
for a week and pray for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for 
details on our website if you missed it).  Please contact Bob Craig 
directly to sign up:  bcraig32@comcast.net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 
215.285.4885 (C).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-
6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by 
“snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!
 
•  The Knights of Columbus has refurbished and installed our 
Nativity Scene.

Do you understand why ‘we say what we say’ and  ‘do what we do’ at 
Mass?
The miracles which have occurred with the Eucharist?
We will be holding our bi-monthly meeting where we’ll rotate through 
five, fun, interactive stations addressing the Mass: one being a game 
challenging your table to put the Mass in correct order. You will come 
away with a deeper understanding on the beauty of the Mass! 
***Five prizes will be awarded!***
For additional information please contact:  Nora Hamilton, President; 
540-338-2856

Please join 
The WOMEN’S COUNCIL 

of St. Francis de Sales 
Sunday, January 12th,

2pm-3:30pm 
in the Parish Hall



James Blankenship, DRE
j.blankenship@saintfrancisparish.org

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Dec. 15  Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Dec. 16 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 17 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 18 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

No Classes again until Sunday, January 5.
Enjoy your Christmas holiday!

Religious Ed Calendar

Religious Ed Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are 
closed or have early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities 
due to inclement weather, RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be 
posted on the website, and emailed to families by 6:45am 
Sunday morning. Woodgrove will not plow their long driveway 
or shovel sidewalks for our Sunday morning classes, so even 
if roads are clear it may not be possible to get access to the 
high school. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.   
 
Youth Group - Join us Sunday, December 15 as we cel-
ebrate Christmas.  All high school students invited. If you 
can, bring a cash donation (no matter how big or small)  
We will be buying chickens, goats, pigs, water, or medical 
supplies for those in need with Compassion International 
or the International Justice Mission. We will match your 
donation.
Also, bring a $5 wrapped gift (can be homemade of re-
gifted) for our gift exchange.

Workcamp Meeting - will be rescheduled in January, 
watch this space for the date.

Today we welcome our new 
Director of Religious Education, 

James Blankenship!
Please join us in the Parish Hall on 
Sunday, January 5 at 1:30pm for a 

Meet and Greet Reception. 
Let’s give James a warm welcome to 

Saint Francis de Sales!

On the third Sunday of Advent, and during the 
week after, we light the rose colored candle. The 
third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete 
(Be joyful) Sunday for the coming of Christ is 
near. Rose is the liturgical color that symbolizes 
that joy.

Don’t Forget the Guest of Honor!
  Preparations were being made for a great feast. Things 
seemed to be going very well. Then night came, a great group of 
people gathered together. All the preparations had been made, 
and the feast was about to begin.
  Someone said: Where is the guest of honor?” It happened 
that in the midst of all the expensive and busy preparation ev-
erybody had forgotten to invite the guest of honor. The feast was 
there and the people were there, but the guest of honor had not 
been invited to come.
   It is a parable of the kind of activity that characterizes many 
people during this season of the year. There are feasts and 
festivities, but the guest of honor has not been invited. And he is 
not there. At the very center of all this vital energy, there is a tragic 
emptiness, an ironic vacancy where the guest of honor should 
have been.
   The mission of the church is to see to it that our people invite 
the guest of honor into their Christmas festivities. Jesus Christ 
gives meaning to the season in our church, our community, in our 
homes, and in our hearts. Otherwise, we are simply going through 
a nerve-racking routine for nothing. It can be the tragedy of winter 
without Christmas.
  Let us make sure, before everything else, that we invite the 
Guest of Honor this Christmas. He would be pleased to come. In 
fact, He would want to stay! 
                                                (reprinted from a St. Francis de Sales bulletin, 1994)



St. Francis 
Council 11136 
News

Thank you for your support of the Fall 
Harvest food drive , your generosity has 
been superb!  
Thank you for helping to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
by purchasing and sending the Christmas cards from the 
Knights of Columbus.  Remember the reason for the Season 
and have a Merry Christmas!
Schedule of Events:
•     December 15th – Blood Drive
•     January 4th – Spaghetti Dinner in Parish Hall following 
5pm Mass
•     January 11th – Memorial Mass for past and current mem-
bers and Council Christmas Party following the 5 PM Mass 
in the Parish Hall
•     January 22nd – March for Life Washington DC
• January 25th – Youth Free Throw Competition open for 
all youth of the community at Blue Ridge MS 1-4pm

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus 
and become a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, 
service organization in the world.  With the Order totaling 
over 1.8 Million and our Council totaling over 220 members 
you have a chance to serve the Catholic Church, our Priests 
and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, Fraternity 
and Patriotism.  
Please see the Council website at www.kofc11136.org or 
contact us at kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info.

Thank you for praying for my 
mommy, daddy, and me.  I’m 
bigger and stronger now.  I’m 
about 6 inches long and I weigh 4 ounces.  When 
mommy goes to the doctor, she can even listen to 
my heartbeat!  I hope that one day I will run and 
play with friends like you.!

Parish Family in Need of Meals
One of our families is in need of meals for the months of December and 
January.  If you are able to provide some type of, easily freezable, casserole 
or one-dish meal, please visit our website to sign up, www.takethemameal.
com.  The “Recipient” name  is Anonymous and the “Password” is francis.  
There is no need to provide any side dishes, salads, or desserts.  Casseroles 
already frozen will be fine.  Breakfast casseroles are welcome as well.  Please 
try to prepare the meal in a disposable container.  We ask that you bring your 
food to the parish office and we will arrange for pick-up. The family consists 
of one adult and two teenagers.  There are no food allergies.  Please the Parish 
Secretary with any questions. Thank you.

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percentage 
of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t mat-
ter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any questions, 

please call Diane Morano at 338-6381 or 
d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org

1st Choice Women's Health Center is seeking committed 
pro-life Christians to Volunteer in our Center located in Lansdowne, VA.   
We are particularly in need of Client Advocates and Receptionists.  Training 
provided!   The typical volunteer commitment is several hours per week.   
On-call volunteers assist as-needed and as-available.   If you are bilingual, we 
especially want to hear from you.  Email office@1stchoicewhc.org or call 
703-729-1124 for more information.

Dear St. Francis parishioners, 
Thank you from all  of us at Birthright for your very 
generous response to our Baby Bottle campaign. Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. Support from our 
benefactors enable us to continue helping pregnant 
women and their babies, so we are very grateful for 
your help.  
Best wishes for a Blessed Christmas season from 
Mary Lynn Linzmeyer and the volunteers at Birthright.
Thank you for your help,
Rose Follett

Come and Join Us in January for
“Living a Life in the Spirit Seminar”

One of the crown jewels of Vatican II is the renewed desire of everyday 
people to live Spirit filled lives. The hearts hunger for an encounter with God 
is what fueled the beginning of the Catholic Charismatic Movement. Come 
and join us in January as we together discover the wonder of meeting God the 
Holy Spirit.  Your Life Won’t Be The Same! 
Just a few of the many questions that will be discussed:
• What is the Charismatic Movement and what does the 
church teach about it?
• Can we have daily personal encounters with God?
• What role does the Holy Spirits what to play in your life?
• Can I experience Gods presence everywhere, everyday?
• What are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and how do they 
help me in life?
• Can God use an ordinary person like me to do extraordinary things?
• Can the Pentecost experience of the Bible be real in the year 2014?
Seminar will be held at St. Francis deSales on Friday night January 24th 
from 7pm-9pm, and Saturday January 25th, from 9am-4pm.  For more 
information, or to register, please contact Joseph Curto at JTCURTO@AOL.
COM 



The Christmas 
Giving Tree 
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree 
and return the NEW, UNWRAPPED 
item with tag attached under the tree.  
Gift cards can be placed in the poor 
box. We will deliver the gifts to the 
Community Holiday Coalition, Mobile 
Hope, Birthright, Catholic Charities, 
the Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter, 
the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, the Veteran’s Hospital in Mar-
tinsburg,  local nursing homes and needy families within our 
parish and community.  Tags for Project Gabriel (see below) 
are also on the tree and you may send your donation to the ad-
dress listed on the tag.  Please bring gifts for the Community 
Holiday Coalition no later than Sunday, December 15 and 
all other donations by Sunday, December 22.
  The Community of St. Francis de Sales has always been 
very generous to our neediest neighbors. Thanks so much to 
all of you who have contributed during the year to local orga-
nizations and individuals through the Giving Tree! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social 
Justice Committee.  It’s fun to volunteer with the Christmas 
Giving Tree program! Please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-
5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-
338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”                                                                                         
Mt 25:40  

Gift of Life "Giving Tree"
As you prepare for Christmas, include a Gift for Life on your 
shopping list by supporting the diocesan pregnancy assistance and 
post-abortion healing ministries. Your tax-deductible contribution 
will make a big difference in the life of an expectant mother or a 
woman who is suffering from the after effects of an abortion. It's 
easy to give! Just take a gift tag from the giving tree in the narthex 
and follow the directions. For more information, call Family Life 
Office at (703) 841-2755 or visit us on line at www.arlingtondio-
cese.org/giftforlife

Spirit Wear
 If you placed an order for St Francis de Sales Spirit Wear, you will 
be able to pick up your merchandise in the Parish Hall following 
all masses this weekend. Additional items will be available for sale 
and we will be taking orders for sweatshirts for those that missed 
the initial order.
Please contact Beth Gruneisen at  bagruneisen@hotmail.com with 
any questions. 
 
Did You Know?
The Parish Center will serve our parish in multiple ways. Here are 
25 more ideas for how we can use it. There will be more to come!
1. March Madness! Team Escalante vs. Team Tewes
2. Catholic Book Club
3. Advent Wreath Making Class
4. Guest Speakers
5. St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef Dinner
6. Family Movie Night
7. Father Daughter Sweetheart Dance
8. Spiritual Development Workshops 
9. Wine Tasting Classes
10. Chili Cook Off
11. Catholic Book Fair
12. Parish Talent Show
13. Chess Club
14. Donuts With Dads
15. Muffins with Moms
16. The Perfect Sauce! Italian Cooking Class
17. Local-To-Go! Weekly Farmers Market for Parishioners
18. Food Pack Event for International Food Relief
19. Legion Of Mary Ministry
20. Ladies Night Out-Food, Faith and Fellowship
21. Fitness Classes
22. Community Tutoring Support for Struggling Students
23. Kids in the Kitchen! Healthy Cooking Classes for Children
24. Treasures of the Church Exposition of 150 Relics
25. Community Garage Sale

 
Hail Mary
Be sure to count your Hail Mary prayers and make them count. 
We are a little more than a third of the way toward our goal of 1 
million. Report yours to Dave Dittmeier at Dittmeier@comcast.
net.

Questions?
If you have any questions about the new Parish Center, e-mail 
them to jwmerline@gmail.com and we will try to have answers 

PARISH
CENTER 
UPDATE

 Thinking about alternate schooling options for your child?   Allder 
Montessori School is off to a great start this year! Located in Pur-
cellville, Virginia (near Rt. 7 and 287 intersection), 
the school offers both a primary program (ages 
3-6, half and full day kindergarten) and an elementary program 
(ages 6-9).  Classes are five days per week and include an atrium 
for daily Catholic religious education. Limited space is still avail-
able. We currently have plans available both for immediate enroll-
ment and for mid-year startup in early January, which is a great 
time to start with Allder!  We are currently accepting applications 
and tours are available by appointment.   For more information, 
ontact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.net.  


