
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
email - j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

2nd Sunday in Advent      December 8, 2013

Get your copy of Bishop Loverde's new Pastoral Letter



  
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Dec. 7  Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm + Jason Childers
Sun., Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am Ron Czarnetsky
   8:30 am + Thomas Bradley
 10:30 am + Dorothy Nelson
 12:30 pm + Teresa Johnson
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., Dec. 9  The Immaculate Conception
        9:00 am + Daniel Earl
Tue., Dec. 10 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + Francis Fiano
Wed., Dec. 11 Advent Weekday
   9:00 am Rachael Fitzgerald; Estela Fitzgerald
Thu., Dec. 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
   6:30 am John Fox
Fri., Dec. 13 Saint Lucy
   6:30 am + Laraine Mansfield
 12:00 noon + Lilia A. Zamora
Sat.,  Dec. 14 Saint John of the Cross
    9:00 am + Jody DeVita
Sat., Dec. 14 Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm Mary White
Sun., Dec. 15 Third Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Laraine Mansfield
 10:30 am + Robert Schilling
 12:30 pm The Fisher Family
   6:00 pm + Martin C. Jachts

This Week

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - November 24 $    14,583
In-Pew Offertory - December 1 $    14,910 
YEAR TO DATE     $  390,106
2nd Collection    $      2,629

Electronic Offertory for November  $     21,551
Building our Faith for November $       5,529
  

Tue., Dec. 10 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12 noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 11 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 12 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11- 
  12;  Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; 
  Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
  Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 
  47, or any readings from the Common of  
  the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Friday:  Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18- 
  19;  Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2013

The earth shall be filled with knowl-
edge of the LORD, 

as water covers the sea. 
— Isaiah 11:9

Individual Confessions
Wednesdays in Advent - 7-8pm

Christmas Eve - Vigil Masses
5pm - Family Mass with Children’s Choir

(if a very crowded Mass is a concern for your family, 
please attend a Christmas Day Mass)
5:10pm - Overflow in the Parish Hall

8pm - Vigil Mass with Teen Band
10:30pm - Vigil Mass with Traditional Music

Carols and Preludes begin at 10pm

 
Christmas Day Masses
7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm

12:40pm - Overflow in Parish Hall (if needed)
There is no 6pm Mass on Christmas Day

The Nativity 
of the Lord



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  What is the best prayer you can pray and 
why? –Kam Jones
A.  There is no definite answer to this one 
but if I were to give an opinion it would be 
this:  “My God, I love you!”  Prayer is about a 
loving conversation with God and if we don’t 
know how to start our prayer perhaps we 
should first express our love for Him.  This 
short prayer has been around for centuries 
and has helped a lot of people open up the 
rest of their conversation with God in a nice 
way.  As far as recited (vocal) prayers, the best 
one is what Jesus taught us known as the Our 
Father or The Lord’s Prayer.
 
Q.  Are altar servers allowed to open the 
tabernacle? –Anonymous
A.  No.  Only the Ordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist (bishops, priests, deacons) and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(those who help the priests give communion 
at Mass and to the homebound sick) may 
open the tabernacle.
 
Q.  What is a good way to strengthen one’s 
prayer life? –Anonymous
A.  The most helpful way to improve one’s 
prayer life is frequent sacramental confession 
because our soul is at its best praying mode 
when it has little or no sin.  Reading and 
meditating on scripture verses slowly help us 
become more in tune with the spirit of God.  
The Psalms and the other wisdom books (e.g., 
Proverbs, Sirach, Ecclesiastes, Wisdom, Song 
of Songs) seem to automatically lift our spirits 
up toward God and are therefore very useful 
in preparing to pray.  But one must always 
study more about God in order to become 
better at prayer.  Consistent improvement of 
one’s prayer life is closely connected to how 
much we desire to know more about God.  
We can relate to this by reflecting on our 
friends.  The good and loyal friends we have 
gotten to know and love for several years 
are the same ones whom we had spent many 
quality time and conversations with in the 
past.

“Go Forth with Hearts on Fire”
- A pastoral letter on the New Evangelization by Bishop Loverde -

 
            Are you looking for a good spiritual reading this Advent?  Look no more and read 
Bishop Loverde’s pastoral letter that was released for publication on November 24, the 
Solemnity of Christ the King.  This is good reading and written in simple faith language that 
adults and kids in middle school age could easily read and discuss.  If you subscribe to our 
diocesan newspaper, The Arlington Herald, you would have gotten your copy in the mail 
already.  If not, we do have them available free in the narthex and office for distribution.  It is 
also available online at our diocesan website:  arlingtondiocese.org [under “ABOUT US” + 
“Bishop Loverde” + “Letters from the Bishop”].
 
            What exactly is a bishop’s pastoral letter?  It is a letter of faith exhortation that the 
bishop would like every Catholic in his diocese to read.  Its intention is to help us become 
more in tune with our faith often addressing how we should best respond to our faith call-
ing especially at the present time.  Bishop Loverde says in his pastoral letter, “I pray that 
this letter helps you take specific and concrete steps in drawing closer to Jesus Christ and 
proclaiming Him to others.”  This is very much in response to Pope Francis’ call for every 
Catholic to become evangelists or public proclaimers of the Catholic faith. 
 
Our Catholic faith comes directly and unchanged from the time of Jesus and the apostles.  
It is so rich that those who learn and embrace it receive it with great joy and the right thing 
to do is to share it with others.  The world can only offer fleeting pleasure that only lasts for 
as long as we are actively involved in the act of pleasure.  Oftentimes this pleasure turns 
unpleasant if it was an immoral act.  What the Catholic faith offers is that one can attain the 
enjoyment of true happiness both here on earth and in heaven for later.
 
Bishop Loverde offers real practical ways on how we can better live our faith and become 
good evangelizers.  It starts with us by first becoming personally close to Jesus in our rela-
tionship with him.  Personal prayer through personal conversation with the Lord is essential 
to develop this close bond with our Savior.  To become a missionary doesn’t mean we have 
to leave our locale into some remote place to share our faith.  Bishop Loverde says it starts 
right in our “own zip code”, our own homes and neighborhood, and then let it expand from 
there.  There is a great hunger for the truth everywhere because it is unfortunate that the 
secular society has the upper hand and outpacing us in teaching what is morally right.  God 
gave us the ultimate truth in the teachings of Jesus and he died for us proclaiming it.  We are 
in much great conflict now with the seculars regarding defining life and family foundation 
alone and, sadly, some Catholics are not even aware of this.  Thus, you see how this new 
evangelization is badly needed to teach the faith even to those who are already Catholics 
(and many are even regular churchgoers who don’t really understand well what we believe!).
 
            Here are just a couple of nice sample practical suggestions given by Bishop Loverde.  
“Strive to use regular family meal times to discuss the day’s events with all your children.  
Schedule a regular time for family prayer where children can pray for their own intentions.  
Your own witness in prayer will help them learn to pray as they mature.”  For practice that 
is helpful to either the married or single, “Strong friendships can build up our faith and 
strengthen us in love and good works….Invite others to join you for a wholesome event—
music, sports, or an event at church.”
 
            So make sure to get a copy of our bishop’s pastoral letter on the new evangelization.  
You will not regret reading it.  Instead, you will feel inspired during this Advent season to re-
ally look forward to Christmas and beyond.  If you apply its practical guidelines to your life 
you will have a great new spiritual journey and adventure with Our Lord Jesus Christ!

Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; 
Specialist Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hal-
lam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan,  Col. Robert A. Couser

The Sick: 
Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow, Julia Descaire

The Deceased: 
Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary Shreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mul-
vihill, Mary Hall, Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria 
Crawford, Betty Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl 
and Noah Woodland, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore 
Firetti, Teresa Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose, Anna Jane Doyle

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Get a copy of Bishop Loverde pastoral letter:  “Go Forth 
with Hearts on Fire” — Read my Shepherd’s Notes column 
this week for information on this exciting pastoral letter by 
our bishop on how we can better live our faith in our time and 
become part of what Pope Francis calls the “New Evangeliza-
tion.”
 
• Christmas church decorators needed — We need volun-
teers to help decorate the church for Christmas on December 
21 at 9:30 AM.  Please contact Cathy Mitchell for details 
(c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).
 
• Substitute CCD teacher needed —  Our Religious Education 
program is in great need of volunteer substitute CCD teachers 
to sub in on a day when a regular catechist is unable to teach a 
class.  Please contact our RE coordinator Janice Rees if you are 
able to help.
 
• Pray that we find the right facilities manager   — Our new 
parish center is going up quickly and we need a full-time person 
to oversee the construction as the contractors work on the inside 
part of the building.  We need to hire the right person who un-
derstands the building inside out and oversee its maintenance.  
Please keep this intention in your prayers.
 
• Elijah Cup participants — We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27.  Those 
participating may take the chalice/paten used for the Sun-
day Mass for a week and pray for vocations (see 3/17/2013 
bulletin for details on our website if you missed it).  Please 
contact Bob Craig directly to sign up:  bcraig32@comcast.net, 
540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-
338-6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.
com), by “snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!

•  We have a new Director of Religious Education:  James 
Blankenship!  I want to thank all of you who prayed with 
the DRE search committee and me to find our newest staff 

Senior  Luncheon
The December Senior Luncheon will 
be held on Tuesday, December 17

Below are the names of people along with the date of death from 
our parish since the time St. Francis de Sales became a parish in 
1967. Scripture tells us to pray for the living and the dead. Let us 

commend to the Lord’s mercy the following:
(these names were omitted from last week’s list)

Michael Lasher, December 5, 2012
Veronica Ann Loughran, December 8, 2012

NOTES FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE

Amazon Update:  We received our first monthly check from Amazon 
for $107! Don’t forget to use the Amazon button through our website to 
make all your Christmas purchases for Amazon!  

Parish Giving:  If you are not a Parish Giving user, give it a try! See 
the parish insert this Sunday. Instead of using offertory envelopes, your 
offerings can be done online. What a convenient way to do your end of 
the year donations! Be generous, be green!

May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christopher Cawley
 November 27, 2013







Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Dec. 8 Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Dec,. 9 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 10 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 11 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Dec. 15  Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Dec. 16 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 17 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 18 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

Religious Education Snow Cancellation 
Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are 
closed or have early dismissal, or cancel after-school 
activities due to inclement weather, RE classes are can-
celled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be 
posted on the website, and emailed to families by 6:45am 
Sunday morning. Woodgrove will not plow their long 
driveway or shovel sidewalks for our Sunday morning 
classes, so even if roads are clear it may not be possible 
to get access to the high school. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day. All Teens are welcome. Join us 
in the front left 3 rows of church 
as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.   
 
Youth Group - Sunday, Dec. 8th Workcamp Meeting.  
 
Mandatory Workcamp Meeting - Our first Workcamp 
meeting is Sunday, Dec 8th 7-9pm.  Anyone interested 
in going to Workcamp should try and make this meet-
ing!  Eighth graders and older are welcome to join us.  
Workcamp deposits of $150 are due in Feb but you are 
encouraged to pay now to guarantee your spot.
 
Holiday Coalition - Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 3pm - 6:30pm.  
Sign up to help thousands of Loudoun County families 
have a wonderful Christmas.  We will help distribute 
toys, stockings, clothing, blankets and food.  We have 
room for 7.  Sign up now.
 
Loudoun Emergency Homeless Shelter - Monday, Dec. 
9th we will make the food in the church hall 4:30-6pm.  
Tuesday, Dec. 10th we will finish making the food and 
take it to the homeless shelter in Leesburg, 4:45-
7:30pm.  E-mail to reserve a spot.

Please remember to send in your Religious 
Education Tuition payment if you have not yet 
done so. Payment may be made by check and 
sent to the RE office or thru Parish Giving.
Do not put your payment in the collection basket 
on Sunday, it will not get credited to your 
account.

Please pray for all of our students who received the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time this 
month. May they always know our Lord’s love, mercy, 
and forgiveness waiting for them in the Sacrament of 
Reconiliation. 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for December

Victimized Children. That children who are victims of abandon-
ment or violence may find the love and protection they need.

Prepare the Savior's Coming. That Christians, enlightened by 
the Word incarnate, may prepare humanity for the Savior's 
coming.

Advent is
Expectant Waiting

Hopeful Anticipation &
Cheerful Preparation

For a quick reminder of what Advent is all about (and what 
it’s not all about),visit YouTube.com and type in ‘Advent in 
Two Minutes’. See an engaging video that describes why we 
celebrate Advent and wait to celebrate Christmas.



St. Francis 
Council 11136 
News

Thank you for your support of the Fall 
Harvest food drive , your generosity has 
been superb!  
Thank you for helping to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
by purchasing and sending the Christmas cards from the 
Knights of Columbus.  Remember the reason for the Season 
and have a Merry Christmas!
Schedule of Events:
•     December 15th – Blood Drive
•     January 4th – Spaghetti Dinner in Parish Hall following 
5pm Mass
•     January 11th – Memorial Mass for past and current mem-
bers and Council Christmas Party following the 5 PM Mass 
in the Parish Hall
•     January 22nd – March for Life Washington DC
• January 25th – Youth Free Throw Competition open for 
all youth of the community at Blue Ridge Middle School 
1-4pm

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus 
and become a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, 
service organization in the world.  With the Order totaling 
over 1.8 Million and our Council totaling over 220 members 
you have a chance to serve the Catholic Church, our Priests 
and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, Fraternity 
and Patriotism.  

Please see the Council website at www.kofc11136.org or 
contact us at kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info.

High School Placement Test (HSPT)
Saint John’s Catholic Prep 

Saturday, December 14th
8:15am Doors Open, 9am Testing

$30 Testing Fee
**Online Preregistration Required**

Saint John’s Catholic Prep is a Catholic, coeducational college preparatory 
high school located at 3989 Buckeystown Pike in Buckeystown, Maryland.  
Pre-registration is required for this test.  Please visit http://baltimore.stsusers.
com to register.  Students currently enrolled in the 8th grade at an Archdiocese 
of Arlington or Washington school take the high school placement test at their 
middle school and should have their scores sent to Saint John’s if they plan on 
applying.  Students do not need to take both tests.  
All other interested 8th grade students are required to take this placement test.  
Prospective students can visit Saint John’s online at www.saintjohnsprep.org 
or call the school at 301-662-4210 for more information.  

Thank you for praying for my 
mommy, daddy, and me.  I’m 
bigger and stronger now.  I’m 
about 6 inches long and I 
weigh 4 ounces.  When mommy 
goes to the doctor, she can even listen to my 
heartbeat!  I hope that one day I will run and play 
with friends like you.!

Parish Family in Need of Meals
One of our families is in need of meals for the months of December and 
January.  If you are able to provide some type of, easily freezable, casserole 
or one-dish meal, please visit our website to sign up, www.takethemameal.
com.  The “Recipient” name  is Anonymous and the “Password” is francis.  
There is no need to provide any side dishes, salads, or desserts.  Casseroles 
already frozen will be fine.  Breakfast casseroles are welcome as well.  Please 
try to prepare the meal in a disposable container.  We ask that you bring your 
food to the parish office and we will arrange for pick-up. The family consists 
of one adult and two teenagers.  There are no food allergies.  Please the Parish 
Secretary with any questions. Thank you.

 Thinking about alternate schooling options for your child?   Allder Montes-
sori School is off to a great start this year! Located in Purcellville, Virginia 
(near Rt. 7 and 287 intersection), the school offers both a primary program 
(ages 3-6, half and full day kindergarten) and an elementary program (ages 
6-9).  Classes are five days per week and include an atrium for daily Catholic 
religious education. Limited space is still available. We currently have plans 
available both for immediate enrollment and for mid-year startup in early 
January, which is a great time to start with Allder!  We are currently accepting 
applications and tours are available by appointment.   For more information, 
ontact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.net.  

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percentage 
of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t mat-
ter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any questions, 

please call Diane Morano at 338-6381 or 
d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org



 Assisting Breast Cancer Patients in Loudoun 
The Pink Assistance Fund (PAF) will provide financial assistance 
in many ways to breast cancer patients in Loudoun County during 
their treatment.  This fund was developed by Loudoun Breast Health 
Network. Free wigs, free bras, free puffs, and prosthesis are given to 
patients.  PAF will assist with mammograms and medical bills. Last, 
but not least, Pink Assistance Fund (PAF) will purchase food items, 
assist with utilities, rent or mortgage, and transportation; such as car 
payments, taxi fare or gas cards.
Patients who have been diagnosed and/or undergone treatment within 
the past 12 months are eligible to apply for assistance. If you have 
breast cancer, and need help, contact Loudoun Breast Health Network 
at www.lbhn.org. Learn more about Pink Assistance Fund (PAF) on 
our website.
Loudoun Breast Health Network is an all-volunteer, 501©3 non-profit 
organization as of June 2007.  Our ultimate goal is to support and 
serve Loudoun County residents with breast cancer.

The Christmas 
Giving Tree 
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree 
and return the NEW, UNWRAPPED item 
with tag attached under the tree.  Gift 
cards can be placed in the poor box or 
left under the tree with the gifts.  We will 
deliver the gifts to the Community Holi-
day Coalition, Mobile Hope, Birthright, 
Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women’s Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, the Veteran’s 
Hospital in Martinsburg,  local nursing homes and needy fami-
lies within our parish and community.  Tags for Project Gabriel 
(see below) are also on the tree and you may send your donation 
to the address listed on the tag.  Please bring gifts for the Com-
munity Holiday Coalition no later than Sunday, December 15 
and all other donations by Sunday, December 22.
  The Community of St. Francis de Sales has always been very 
generous to our neediest neighbors. Thanks so much to all of 
you who have contributed during the year to local organizations 
and individuals through the Giving Tree! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social 
Justice Committee.  It’s fun to volunteer with the Christmas 
Giving Tree program! Please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-
5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-
2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”                                                                                         
Mt 25:40  

Volunteer to Visit the Imprisoned
The CCDA Prison Ministry needs men and women who can support 
this ministry at the Loudoun Adult Detention Center (ADC).  Volun-
teers visit the ADC on Sunday mornings. If you can help once every 
month, please contact Deacon Larry Hammel at (703) 421-5815 or 
lmhammel@verizon.net.

Sewers Needed to help Breast Cancer 
Patients
 Loudoun Breast Health Network needs your help.
We are a non-profit organization that provides financial assistance to 
breast cancer patients in Loudoun.
Oval pockets measuring about 3 “x 6” are needed for breast cancer 
patients. They are called puffs. These puffs hold a cotton type filling 
that is used inside the bra of a woman who has undergone a breast 
cancer operation. If you could help us with your sewing skills con-
tact Joan McGorry at 703-475-4997 or joan@mcgorry.com
We have the material and the patterns for these puffs.
Once again thank you so much or helping Loudoun Breast Health 
Network.

Gift of Life "Giving Tree"
As you prepare for Christmas, include a Gift for Life on your shop-
ping list by supporting the diocesan pregnancy assistance and post-
abortion healing ministries. Your tax-deductible contribution will 
make a big difference in the life of an expectant mother or a woman 
who is suffering from the after effects of an abortion. It's easy to give! 
Just take a gift tag from the giving tree in the narthex and follow the 
directions. For more information, call Family Life Office at (703) 
841-2755 or visit us on line at www.arlingtondiocese.org/giftforlife

Spirit Wear
 If you placed an order for St Francis de Sales Spirit Wear, you 
will be able to pick up your merchandise in the Parish Hall follow-
ing all masses on December 14th and 15th. Additional items will 
be available for sale and we will be taking orders for sweatshirts 
for those that missed the initial order.
Please contact Beth Gruneisen at  bagruneisen@hotmail.com with 
any questions. 
 
Did You Know?
The Parish Center will serve our parish in multiple ways. Here are 
just five ideas for how we can use it. There will be more to come!
1. Family Movie Night
2. Catholic Book Club
3. Advent Wreath Making Class
4. Guest Speakers
5. Silent auctions
 
Hail Mary
Be sure to count your Hail Mary prayers and make them count. 
We are a little more than a third of the way toward our goal of 1 
million. Report yours to Dave Dittmeier at Dittmeier@comcast.
net.

Questions?
If you have any questions about the new Parish Center, e-mail 
them to jwmerline@gmail.com and we will try to have answers 
published in this 

PARISH
CENTER 
UPDATE


