
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
email - j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

1st Sunday in Advent      December 1, 2013

Our Volunteer Youth "Home Rakers"



  
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Nov. 30 Vigil: First Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm + Ben Maramba
Sun., Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the Butts and   
   Sommer families
   8:30 am + Clinton Humphries and + Patricia Howard
 10:30 am + Ernest L.  Daly
 12:30 pm + Ann Jacobson
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., Dec. 2  Advent Weekday
        9:00 am Ernest Daly
Tue., Dec. 3 Saint Francis Xavier
   6:30 am Lim Soo-Mee, Yun Young-Kim
Wed., Dec. 4 Advent Weekday
   9:00 am + Alicia Quinan
Thu., Dec. 5 Advent Weekday
   6:30 am + Anne Marie Hooks
Fri., Dec. 6  Advent Weekday;  First Friday 
   6:30 am + Jean Bodner
 12:00 noon + Witolv Wolanczyk
Sat.,  Dec. 7 Saint Ambrose; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Joyce Scotto
Sat., Dec. 7  Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm + Jason Childers
Sun., Dec. 8 Second Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am Ron Czarnetsky
   8:30 am + Thomas Bradley
 10:30 am + Dorothy Nelson
 12:30 pm + Teresa Johnson
   6:00 pm People of the Parish

This Week

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - November 17 $    12,955
YEAR TO DATE     $  339,062
2nd Collection - Phillipines $      5,431  

Electronic Offertory for October  $    21,046 
Building Our Faith for October  $      4,792Baptism Instruction Class

Normally held the last Friday of each month, this class will be com-
bined for the months of November and December, due to the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holidays.  The instruction class will be held on 
Friday, December 6 at 7pm, in our conference room. To register for this 
class, please call or email our parish secretary.  

Tue., Dec. 3 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12 noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Dec. 4 SoulStitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 5 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory
Fri., Dec. 6 Baptism Class - 7pm, Conference Room

Monday:  Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
  Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
  Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:  Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6; 
  Mt 9:35 — 10:1
Sunday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
  Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

GETTING READY
  Today marks the beginning of another liturgical year. The tone of 
today’s readings casts us in the role of students learning solemn lessons. 
The reading from Isaiah sets the stage, calling us up a mountain to 
receive the Lord’s instruction. In this passage we study peace.
  Then Paul steps forth with sober admonitions. We have to wake 
up; the day is almost here. Live honorably in the light. Paul reminds us 
that we really do know the time in which we are living.
  Finally, Matthew presents Jesus the storyteller. Just imagine, Jesus 
tells us, what it was like in Noah’s time. He paints a vivid picture of 
ordinary people living ordinary lives and ignoring the warnings that 
Noah heeded. Totally unconcerned, they were destroyed. How will it be 
any different for us? No one knows when the Lord will come. But we 
have been warned.
  Perhaps we find such sobering scriptures unappealing and threat-
ening. But within them there is promise. We are to live in the light with 
nothing to hide. We are to be ready.
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Advent
Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant hush, rather 
than a last-minute rush.  - Anonymous

1st Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2013

“You . . . must be prepared, 
for at an hour you do not expect, 

the Son of Man will come.”
— Matthew 24:44



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

New Church Year…and a new DRE!!!
 
            Happy Church New Year (Advent) to all of you!!!  In this new litur-
gical calendar year I have an exciting news to share with you.  Our search 
committee consisting of Janice Rees (DRE coordinator), Joanna Willard 
(11-year SFDS catechist), Kerry Smith (9-year SFDS catechist & Reli-
gious Ed. Parish Council member) and Diane Morano (SFDS Business 
Manager) has unanimously selected a new Director of Religious Educa-
tion (DRE).  And I thank them immensely for their big help and contribu-
tion to the interviews.  They were superb in the questions they asked.
 
  Of the multiple applicants we received throughout the continental 
U.S. plus Puerto Rico, Ireland and the Philippines, we settled on interview-
ing six who stood out from the resumes.  [Tip for job seekers: it is true 
how important it is to have a good resume to get your foot in the door for 
an interview!]  Two men and two women made it to the Final Four (that’s 
the sports enthusiast in me) but we knew that only one of them would 
come up to the top as the overall winner.  Our panelists will affirm that 
any of the four would have been a good selection.  The unanimous choice 
was James Blankenship!  His official employment start date is December 
16 but he graciously accepted our invitation to visit our catechists and the 
CCD students on Sunday, December 15 at Woodgrove HS. We all enjoyed 
his interview a lot and we believe that he will be a great asset to our parish 
community.  
 
  While the other interviewees displayed comparably impressive skills, 
what clearly set James apart from the others was his articulate presenta-
tion on how he would expand our adult religious education program.  This 
was something the others admitted that they did not have a lot experience.  
James had already set up a successful adult program at Holy Spirit Church.  
Before the interviews I made it clear to our panel that I expect the faith 
adult education as a priority for our new DRE’s duties.
 
  Here’s a portion of James’ background:  Christendom College (B.A., 
Philosophy major/Theology minor; class of 2005); University of Virginia 
(Summer Language Institute, 2005); certified for the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd; Vice-president/co-founder of Priority Legal Services 
(2006-2011); Director of Religious Education at Holy Spirit Parish (2011-
13 --Annandale, VA); 2nd Degree Knights of Columbus; active member of 
the Catechetical Leaders of the Diocese of Arlington.  As a bonus, James 
has read nearly everything Saint Francis de Sales had written during his 
year-long discernment in the seminary at the Institute of Christ the King( 
2005-06).  One last important note:  he is also a really nice guy!
 
  Thank you all who prayed with the search committee and me to find 
our new DRE.  It looks like God answered our prayers Big Time!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante 

Q.  Did Mary and Jesus have guardian angels? - Anony-
mous
A.  Yes.  The angels have always accompanied the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph as their guardian.
 
Q.  Did Jesus have original sin?  Did Jesus ever sin when 
he was a kid? –Anonymous
A.  Jesus did not inherit original sin nor did he ever commit 
a sin as kid or as an adult.  As God he does not sin because 
he always chooses what is good and right.
 
Q.  If we light a candle but don’t have any money on us to 
give, is it a sin? –Anonymous
A.  No, it would not be a sin.  If it is very important that you 
light a memorial candle for the intention you are praying for 
then you have a very good reason to just go ahead and light 
a candle even if you don’t leave an offering.  The suggested 
offering is there to help us replace the candles.
 
Q.  Was the first saint a boy or a girl? –Peter
A.  That would be very difficult to find out.  Saints are 
simply those who live a good holy life for God.  Saints are 
both living and deceased.  There are saints both in the Old 
and New Testament eras.  One could make the argument 
that Abel, one of the first sons of Adam and Eve, was the 
first saint of the Old Testament because he lived a life that 
was pleasing to God before his brother Cain killed him out 
of jealousy.  In the time of Jesus the parents of Mary and 
grandparents of Jesus, Saint Joachim and Saint Ann, are 
the only saints referred to prior to Saint Mary the Mother of 
Jesus and Saint John the Baptist. 

Music Announcements
Musicians needed for Christmas
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to partici-
pate in the Christmas Masses, please contact Michael Galdo 
at m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org. The Choir will be focus-
ing its efforts on the 10:30pm Midnight Mass. We will hold 
a first rehearsal on Wednesday, December 4 from 7-9pm. 
We are also looking for musicians who would feel comfort-
able leading music on 
the piano or guitar for 
overflow Masses and for 
the 8:30am Christmas 
morning Mass. Please 
contact Michael Galdo 
if you would be able to 
help out in this way.



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim 
Marshall; Specialist Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. 
Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay 
Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan,  Col. Robert A. Couser
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow
The Deceased: Michael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary 
Shreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mulvihill, Mary Hall, Will-
liam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria Crawford, Betty 
Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl and Noah Wood-
land, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore Firetti, Teresa 
Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose, Anna Jane Doyle

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Christmas church decorators needed - We need volunteers 
to help decorate the church for Christmas on December 21 at 
9:30am.  Please contact Cathy Mitchell for details (c.mitchell@
saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).
 
•  Substitute CCD teacher needed - Our Religious Education 
program is in great need of volunteer substitute CCD teachers to 
sub in on a day when a regular catechist is unable to teach a class.  
Please contact our RE coordinator Janice Rees if you are able to 
help.
 
• Pray for the typhoon victims - Please pray for the victims of the 
typhoon Haiyan that devastated my native country, the Philip-
pines.  If you would like to voluntarily send aid thru CRS for the 
Philippines you may do so at www.crs.org.
 
•  Pray that we find the right facilities manager - Our new par-
ish center is going up quickly and we need a full-time person to 
oversee the construction as the contractors work on the inside part 
of the building.  We need to hire the right person who understands 
the building inside out and oversee its maintenance.  Please keep 
this intention in your prayers.
 
•  Elijah Cup participants - We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27.  Those 
participating may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass 
for a week and pray for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for 
details on our website if you missed it).  Please contact Bob Craig 
directly to sign up:  bcraig32@comcast.net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 
215.285.4885 (C).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-
6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by 
“snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!
 
•  We have a new Director of Religious Education:  James Blan-
kenship!  I want to thank all of you who prayed with the DRE 
search committee and me to find our newest staff member.  Please 
see Shepherd’s Notes for more details.
 
•  Thank you very much for your 2nd collection donation two 
Sundays ago for the Philippine typhoon victims’ aid.  We have re-
ceived a generous amount of over $5,000.  I truly appreciate your 
generosity to help the people from my native country.

Senior  Luncheon
The December Senior Luncheon will 
be held on Tuesday, December 17

Irene Taylor - December  7, 2011
Rosalie Weaver - December 26, 2010

Adel Salem - December 14, 2010
Lorena Thurman - December 11, 2010
Anne Marie Hooks - December 5, 2010

Dr. Harry G. Geyer, Dec. 22, 2009
Hannah Emeline Brown, Dec. 22, 2009

Genevieve M. Boucher, Dec. 7, 2009
Rev. Michael Craig Kelly, Dec. 31, 2008

Miriam E. Moore, Dec. 27, 2008
Patricia Ann Bettens, Dec. 4, 2007

Aurelia Charlotte Kulik, Dec. 27, 2006
Carroll Ed Frawley, Dec. 15, 2005

Vera Redmond Terminella, Dec. 20, 2005
Mary Theresa Skarzenski, Dec. 6, 2004

Manuel J. Kelley, Dec. 26, 2004
Patricia Louise Shannon, Dec. 9, 2002
Alberto Joseph Sliverio, Dec. 6, 2001

Robert Michael Schwartz, Dec. 8, 2001
Mary Violet Miller, Dec. 26, 2001
James F. Alexander, Dec. 14, 2000

Sophia Dolores Shannon, Dec. 26, 2000
Evelyne N. Newman, Dec. 10, 1998

Robert E. Schilling, Sr., Dec. 18, 1998
Anthony Peter Moorcones, Dec. 28, 1994
William Henry Ahalt, Sr., Dec. 31, 1992

Mary Loretto Lansdale, Dec. 1, 1989
John Parkinson Fahey, Dec. 3, 1989
Morgan Augustus Trail, Dec. 8, 1989

Joseph Siemen, Dec. 20, 1989
Ruth P. Bradshaw, Dec. 27, 1988

James A.Walsh, Dec. 14, 1987
Jennie R. Ortiz, Dec.13, 1984

John Morton – December 1984
Pauline L. Randall, Dec. 1, 1983

Sidonie M. Lestaevel, Dec. 2, 1979
Joan L. Patrick, Dec. 8, 1978

Charles E. Schonder, Dec. 13, 1977
Daniel J. Ludlam, Dec. 21, 1977

Below are the names of people along with the date 
of death from our parish since the time St. Francis 
de Sales became a parish in 1967. Scripture tells us 

to pray for the living and the dead. Let us 
commend to the Lord’s mercy the following:







Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Dec. 1  NO CLASSES
Mon., Dec. 2 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 3 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 4 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Dec. 8 Grade K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
  Grade K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Dec,. 9 Grade K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 10 Grade 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 11 Grade 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

Religious Education Snow Cancellation 
Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are 
closed or have early dismissal, or cancel after-school 
activities due to inclement weather, RE classes are can-
celled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be 
posted on the website, and emailed to families by 6:45am 
Sunday morning. Woodgrove will not plow their long 
driveway or shovel sidewalks for our Sunday morning 
classes, so even if roads are clear it may not be possible 
to get access to the high school. 

MAC-PAC:  P is for Prayer
Come join our middle school youth group for one hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration the First Friday of each month from 
7-8pm in the Oratory.
As we begin the Season of Advent, come join us on Friday, 
December 6th from 7-8 pm. Bring rosary beads if you have 
them. 
Then from 8-10 pm, join us in the Parish Hall for a screen-
ing and discussion of the movie, 
"Miracle at Moreaux."
For further info, please contact 
Maryanne Schultejans at 
farmgirlva@comcast.net or on 
her cell phone (text or voice) at 
703-915-2317.  MAC-PAC

Middle-Schoolers Acting in Christ

Prayer • Action • Charity

MAC-PAC

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day. All Teens are welcome. Join us 
in the front left 3 rows of church 
as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.   
 
Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 1st, 7-9pm.  Advent.  
Let's prepare for Christmas.  
 
Mandatory Workcamp Meeting - Our first Work-
camp meeting is Sunday, Dec 8th 7-9pm.  Anyone 
interested in going to Workcamp should try and make 
this meeting!  Eighth graders and older are welcome 
to join us.  Workcamp deposits of $150 are due in Feb 
but you are encouraged to pay now to guarantee your 
spot.
 
Holiday Coalition - Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 3pm - 
6:30pm.  Sign up to help thousands of Loudoun County 
families have a wonderful Christmas.  We will help 
distribute toys, stockings, clothing, blankets and food.  
We have room for 7.  Sign up now.

Saint Nicholas’ Day is 
December 6
Don’t forget to celebrate the 
feast of the real-life model 
of Santa Claus!

Please remember to send in your Religious 
Education Tuition payment if you have not yet 
done so. Payment may be made by check and 
sent to the RE office or thru Parish Giving.

Please do not put your payment in the collection 
basket on Sunday, it will not get credited to your 
account.



St. Francis 
Council 11136 
News
Thank you for your support of the Fall 
Harvest food drive so far this month!  
Your generosity has been superb!  To date we have col-
lected over 3,000 pounds of food in the first two weekends 
collections and have been able to help over 600 families 
who are having troubles in these difficult economic times.  

Schedule of Events:
•     December 7th – Spaghetti Dinner in Parish Hall fol-
lowing 5pm Mass
•     January 11th – Memorial Mass for past and current 
members and Council Christmas Party following the 5pm 
Mass in the Parish Hall

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Colum-
bus and become a member of the largest Catholic, lay, 
fraternal, service organization in the world.  With the Order 
totaling over 1.8 Million and our Council totaling over 220 
members you have a chance to serve the Catholic Church, 
our Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  

Please see the Council website at www.kofc11136.org or 
contact us at kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info.

Thank you for praying for 
my mommy, daddy, and me.  
I’m bigger and stronger now.  
I’m about 6 inches long and 
I weigh 4 ounces.  When 
mommy goes to the doctor, she can even listen to 
my heartbeat!  I hope that one day I will run and 
play with friends like you.!

Theology Courses at Christendom Graduate 
School
Registration is now open for spring theology courses at the Christendom 
Graduate School. Earn your MA in theology or take a course for personal 
enrichment! Courses at our convenient Alexandria campus include Liturgy 
and Sacraments, Catholic Social Teaching, Christology, Philosophical 
Errors, New Testament, Moral Theology, and Introduction to Ecclesiasti-
cal Latin.  We have several online courses including two new real-time, 
inter-active online courses on the The Synoptic Gospels and The Pentateuch 
taught by Dr. Sebastian Carnazzo.  The semester runs from Jan 13 until May 
3, and there is a special discounted rate for catechists, seniors, and religious 
who wish to audit courses. For more information, please visit www.christen-
dom.edu/grad, call 703.658.4304, or email us at NDGS@Christendom.edu. 

All are invited to share in our montly 
Spaghetti Dinner next Saturday 
December 7.  All are invite for this 
dinner and a free will offering in 
welcome to help with the activities of 
the Knights of Columbus in the Parish 
and the Community.  

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of 
silence spent before Jesus physically present before us in the 
Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and exposed upon the altar 
for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that deeper, 
more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very core of our 
Faith and a true gift for our soul and spiritual well-being.  

All parishioners are invited and encouraged 
to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament every Friday.  
Join us this First Friday.

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or 
sixdonofrios@comcast.net if you would like to become 
a regular adorer, substitute or have any questions. 

Rosary at 12:30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm

Scriptural Rosary at the 
7pm Teen Holy Hour 



SoulStitch Ministry continues 
our mission to knit, crochet, 
weave and embroider items for 
projects we select each year. 
We welcome new members who knit, crochet, weave or embroider, 
or would like to learn.  If your vocation calls you to give up your 
time, talent or treasure, please join us whether or not you are able 
to attend our gatherings. We meet the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month from 9:30am to noon in the Parish Hall.
We have been generously blessed to have received many donations 

of yarn, needles, cloth and 
completed items, however, we 
are always in need of more as 
we continue our ministry.
Two weeks ago our project 
involved dyeing over 170,000 
yards of natural wood donated 
from a very generous parish-
ioner. For more information, 
please contact Sheila Ralph at 
703.431.7360 or 
sheilaralph@gmail.com

Retreat For People Facing Serious Illness 
A weekend retreat specially planned for men and women facing serious 
physical illness will be held at the Dominican Retreat House in Mclean, 
on December 13-15.  A team of doctors, nurses, priests, sisters and 
helpers will be present around the clock.  Scheduling allows plenty of 
time for rest and reflection.  This retreat is offered free of charge.  It is 
a non-smoking weekend.  Registration closes December 6.  If you are 
interested in attending, please call the Dominican Retreat House as soon 
as possible at 703-356-4243 or Doug Sebek at 703-860-4929. 

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY
Registration Is Open For Our January 2014 Term

Seminars are just 3 weeks long!  They are offered for both credit and 
non credit.  Here are a couple of our upcoming seminars:
 
 The Way Catholics Use Scripture
(January 20 - February 10, 2014)
 Want to be able to explain how and why the Church interprets 
Scripture?  This is the seminar for you!  Systematically you will work 
through the exhortation that Pope Benedict has conveniently divided 
into three parts:  (1)  The Word of God; (2) The Word in the Church; 
(3) The Word in the World.   Using the Scriptures will help you better 
understand Christian daily life.
 
Forming Disciples for Community and Mission:  Basic 
Tasks of Catechesis
(February 3 -  24, 2014)
 Take this opportunity to examine six fundamental tasks of catechesis 
that the church summarizes as the most powerful and fruitful means to 
form authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Contact 1.888.254.4CDU ext 700, email admissions@cdu.edu,  or 
visit www.cdu.edu for more information

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percentage 
of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any 
questions, please call Diane 
Morano at 338-6381 or d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org

SOULStitch

The Christmas 
Giving Tree 
Please take a tag from the Giving Tree 
and return the NEW, UNWRAPPED 
item with tag attached under the tree. Gift 
cards can be placed in the basket on the 
tree or in container marked gift cards. We 
will deliver the gifts to the Community 
Holiday Coalition, Birthright, Catholic 
Charities, the Loudoun Abused Women’s 
Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes 
and needy families within our parish and community, as well at 
the Veteran’s Hospital in Martinsburg. Tags for Project Gabriel 
are also on the tree and you may send your donation to the ad-
dress listed on the tag.  Please bring gifts for the Community 
Holiday Coalition no later than December 4. All other donations 
need to be returned by December 18. 
  The Community of St. Francis de Sales has always been very 
generous to our neediest neighbors. Thanks so much to all of 
you who have contributed during the year to local organizations 
and individuals through the Giving Tree! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social Jus-
tice Committee.  It’s fun to volunteer with the Christmas Giving 
Tree program! Please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  
buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 
6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto 
me”  Mt 25:40  

Volunteer to Visit the Imprisoned
The CCDA Prison Ministry needs men and women who can support 
this ministry at the Loudoun Adult Detention Center (ADC).  Volun-
teers visit the ADC on Sunday mornings. If you can help once every 
month, please contact Deacon Larry Hammel at (703) 421-5815 or 
lmhammel@verizon.net.


