
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
email - j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Moving? If you are leaving the parish, please let 
us know by calling or dropping a note.

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm 
(Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and 
Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

34th Sunday in Ordinary Time      November 24, 2013



    

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Nov. 23 Vigil: Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
   5:00 pm + Joe Galleta
Sun., Nov. 24 Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 
   7:00 am Clay Wooldridge
   8:30 am Carol Smith
 10:30 am James Dueppen
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Norma
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., Nov. 25  Weekday
        9:00 am + Sal Firetti
Tue., Nov. 26 Weekday
   6:30 am Christine and Carl Krebs
Wed., Nov. 27 Weekday
   9:00 am John and Pearl Fox
Thu., Nov. 28 Weekday
   9:00 am The Krebs Family
Fri., Nov. 29 Weekday; Saint Andrew 
   6:30 am Christine and Carl Krebs
 12:00 noon Patricia Wooldridge
Sat., Nov. 30 Weekday
   9:00 am Christine and Carl Krebs
Sat., Nov. 30 Vigil: First Sunday of Advent 
   5:00 pm + Ben Maramba
Sun., Dec. 1 First Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the Butts and   
   Sommer families
   8:30 am + Clinton Humphries and + Patricia Howard
 10:30 am + Ernest L.  Daly
 12:30 pm + Ann Jacobson
   6:00 pm People of the Parish

This Week

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - November 17 $    12,955
YEAR TO DATE     $  339,062
2nd Collection - Phillipines $      5,431  

Electronic Offertory for October  $    21,046 
Building Our Faith for October  $      4,792

Tue., Nov. 26 No Morning or Evening Bible Study
  No Communion Service
  Senior Luncheon - 12 noon, parish hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Nov. 27 No Charismatic Prayer Group 
Thu., Nov. 29 No Bible Study

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Mass - 9am 

(no 6:30am Mass)

God gifts each person through His loving generosity each 
day. On this Thankgiving day, be particularly observant and 
reflective of the blessings you have in life. Pray for those 
less fortunate. Put your faith into action through caring 
words and gestures of outreach and service, being especially 
mindful of the two greatest commandments - to love God, 
and to love our neighbors.

THE CHURCH OFFICE AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THURSDAY, NOVEM-
BER 28 AND FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 IN OBSERVANCE 
OF THANKSGIVING

Monday:  Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday:  Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Dn 3:62- 
  67; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28
  Thanksgiving Day, Suggested:
  Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; 
  Lk 17:11-19
Friday:  Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33
Saturday:  Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Sunday:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9;  Rom 13:11-14; Mt  
  24:37-44

Our Lord Jesus 
Christ the King

November 24, 2013

I rejoiced because they said 
to me,  “We will go up to the 

house of the LORD.”

— Psalm 122:1

Baptism Instruction Class
Normally held the last Friday of each month, this class will be com-
bined for the months of November and December, due to the Thanks-
giving and Christmas holidays.  The instruction class will be held on 
Friday, December 6 at 7pm, in our conference room. To register for this 
class, please call or email our parish secretary.  



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  Someone told me that yoga meditation is against our Catholic 
belief.   Is this true and why? –Anonymous
A.  The yoga physical exercises are fine and often believed to be 
very good according to some studies.  However, yoga meditation 
involving pagan spirituality violates the First Commandment that 
forbids true believers of God to have anything to do with false and 
strange gods.  There is only one God and that is the Holy Trinity:  
Father, Son (Jesus) and Holy Spirit.  There are many variations 
of yoga spirituality with eastern pagan influences such Hindu 
and Buddhist.  The calling of the pagan gods’ names is definitely 
inappropriate for Christians.  St. Paul writes, “At the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).  The pagan 
message of salvation is also in opposition to the salvation taught 
by Jesus.  Reincarnation totally rejects the resurrection teaching of 
Jesus.  Reincarnation also rejects the Christian theology of salva-
tion/damnation and the eternal existence of heaven and hell.  Jesus 
came into the world to save souls from being lost to hell forever 
and to the power of satan.  The only authentic message of salvation 
comes from Jesus and no one else:  “There is no salvation through 
anyone else, nor is there any other name under heaven given to 
the human race by which we are to be saved” (Acts 4:12).  So if 
you choose to do the physical exercises of yoga, make sure that 
you make your meditations only focused on the mysteries of our 
Christian faith and nothing more.
 
Q.  Where is heaven and where is hell? –Nolan Alvarez
A.  We know the existence of heaven and hell based on what God 
has revealed to us but we don’t really know precisely where they 
are because they are not in a physical location.  They belong in a 
spiritual world that is a mystery to us.  What we do know is that 
those in heaven can see a lot of what is happening here on earth.  
Their spiritual world must be near us if they could do that.
 
Q.  Is it a sin to go to church with a friend who isn’t Catholic as 
long as you also attend Mass? –Anonymous
A.  As long as you make it to Mass every Sunday it is all right to 
accompany a friend on occasion to their church as a guest only 
and not as a worshiper.  Remember, although we fully respect the 
beliefs of others their worship is different from our Catholic faith 
and will have elements of contradiction that we cannot accept.  For 
example, at Mass we believe that the real body & blood of Jesus 
is truly present in the Eucharist.  Nearly all other Christian (except 
the Orthodox) churches reject the mystery of transubstantiation and 
consider our practice idolatry.  We can’t go to Mass in the morning 
professing what we believe and then worship at another church that 
rejects what we just professed.  We honor and pray to Our Blessed 
Mother and the saints in our church but in other denominations 
they forbid that practice and also consider it the sin of idolatry.  
These are just a few reasons why one could not properly worship 
in two contradictory church beliefs. We can only properly pray 
based on what we truly believe:  the law of praying is the law of 
believing. 

A big ‘THANK YOU’!!!
 
         Last weekend’s 2nd collection for the victims of the super 
typhoon in the Philippines has reached $5,000 and still trickling 
a few more in.  I just want to thank all of you for your generous 
response to help the relief efforts to my native country, the Philip-
pines.  We’ve seen in the news how horrifying the result of the 
wicked typhoon Haiyan’s patch caused.  It will take years before 
certain areas can recover.  But your generous help will immediately 
reach those in need of the basic necessities for living such as food, 
medicine, clothing and shelter.
 
  It was the most powerful typhoon ever recorded and the 
second deadliest in the Philippines with reported deaths of almost 
4,000. The early warning by the Joint Typhoon Warning Center 
helped many of the population evacuate to less dangerous areas. Let 
us continue to pray for the poor people of the Philippines as they 
continue to entrust their faith in the Lord to help them get their lives 
back in order.
 

Happy Thanksgiving
 
May you have a most blessed celebration of Thanksgiving this 
Thursday.  We are having a Thanksgiving Mass at 9am with singing 
from our music ministry.   Come and celebrate the Eucharist with 
us before feasting the big dinner with your loved ones.  After all, the 
Greek word “Eucharist” literally means, thanksgiving!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Music Announcements
Musicians needed for Christmas
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to participate in 
the Christmas Masses, please contact Michael Galdo at m.galdo@
saintfrancisparish.org. The Choir will be focusing its efforts on the 
10:30pm Midnight Mass. We will hold a first rehearsal on Wednes-
day, December 4 from 7-9pm. We are also looking for musicians 
who would feel comfortable lead-
ing music on the piano or guitar 
for overflow Masses and for the 
8:30am Christmas morning Mass. 
Please contact Michael Galdo if 
you would be able to help out in 
this way.



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; 
Specialist Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick 
Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hal-
lam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan,  Col. Robert A. Couser
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow
The Deceased: Michael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary 
Shreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mulvihill, Mary Hall, Will-
liam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria Crawford, Betty 
Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl and Noah Wood-
land, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore Firetti, Teresa 
Frances Johnson, Ben Belrose

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Christmas church decorators needed - We need volunteers 
to help decorate the church for Christmas on December 21 at 
9:30am.  Please contact Cathy Mitchell for details (c.mitchell@
saintfrancisparish.org or 540-338-6381).
 
•  Substitute CCD teacher needed - Our Religious Education 
program is in great need of volunteer substitute CCD teachers to 
sub in on a day when a regular catechist is unable to teach a class.  
Please contact our RE coordinator Janice Rees if you are able to 
help.
 
• Pray for the typhoon victims - Please pray for the victims of the 
typhoon Haiyan that devastated my native country, the Philip-
pines.  If you would like to voluntarily send aid thru CRS for the 
Philippines you may do so at www.crs.org.
 
•  Pray that we find the right facilities manager - Our new par-
ish center is going up quickly and we need a full-time person to 
oversee the construction as the contractors work on the inside part 
of the building.  We need to hire the right person who understands 
the building inside out and oversee its maintenance.  Please keep 
this intention in your prayers.
 
•  Elijah Cup participants - We launched our new vocations 
program called the Elijah Cup on Sunday, October 27.  Those 
participating may take the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass 
for a week and pray for vocations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for 
details on our website if you missed it).  Please contact Bob Craig 
directly to sign up:  bcraig32@comcast.net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 
215.285.4885 (C).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-
6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by 
“snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!
 
•  Thank you very much for your 2nd collection donation last 
Sunday for the Philippine typhoon victims’ aid.  So far we have 
received a generous amount of $5,000.  I truly appreciate your 
generosity to help the people from my native country.
 
•  The new parish logo promo is off to a great start.  Over $4,000 
worth of orders has come in and the proceeds will help fund the 
cost of our parish center.

Welcome to the Family! The following new 
parishioner was baptized during the month of November:

Emilia Lydia Selby                           
daughter of Forest & Agnieszka Selby

Anna Jane Doyle
d. November 16, 2013

Mass of Christian Burial at St. Francis de Sales
Monday, November 25 at 10:30am
Reception following in Parish hall

The Thanks
    Giving Tree
Please take a tag from the Thanksgiving Giving Tree and return 
by Sunday Dec 1st!  Please contact Erin Bucci, 
buccierin@comcast.net, 703-407-1605 if you have any ques-
tions or to help with the Advent/Christmas Season Giving Tree!
 
Thank you to all the parishioners who gave so generously to 
this fall’s school supply and Mobile Hope drive! And thanks 
so much to the Soul Stitch group for their beautiful knit hats 
and scarves for Mobile Hope! Have a blessed and peaceful 
Thanksgiving!  
         The Giving Tree Committee!!

Senior  Luncheon
Join us for lunch and conversation at noon 
on Tuesday, November 26 at 12 noon in 
the Parish Hall. Who is a senior? Whoever 
wants to be -  no age minimum!
Note - Next month’s Senior Luncheon 
will be held on Tuesday, December 17

May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.



Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun.,Nov. 24 Gr. K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Gr. K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Nov. 25 Gr. K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Nov. 26 Gr. 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Nov. 27 NO CLASSES

Sun., Dec. 1 NO CLASSES
Mon., Dec. 2 Gr. K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 3 Gr. 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Dec. 4 Gr. 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

• 7th Grade Mandatory Parent/Student Meeting 
Wednesday, December 4 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall
One parent and 7th grade student from each family must attend this 
very important introductory meeting to the Confirmation Preparation 
Program. 

• Confirmation Sponsors
If your Confirmation sponsor is a registered member of Saint Fran-
cis de Sales, you do not need to send in a Sponsor Eligibility Form, 
simply call the parish office at 540-338-6381 and let Sue Khalil know 
the name of the sponsor and the name of the candidate he/she is 
sponsoring, and Sue will forward the info to Father Escalante for 
approval. 
All sponsors from other parishes do need to fill out a form, present it 
to their pastor, and have it signed and returned to the RE office.

• Confirmation Information Form is due now! 
This form can be found on the website at www.saintfrancisparish.
org/religious-education/sacramental-prep/confirmation/

Religious Education Snow Cancellation Policy
Weekday Classes: When Loudoun County schools are closed or have 
early dismissal, or cancel after-school activities due to inclement weather, 
RE classes are cancelled.  
Sunday Classes: Sunday morning cancellations will be posted on the 
website, and emailed to families by 6:45am Sunday morning. Woodgrove 
will not plow their long driveway or shovel sidewalks for our Sunday morn-
ing classes, so even if roads are clear it may not be possible to get access 
to the high school. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day. All Teens are welcome. Join us 
in the front left 3 rows of church 
as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.   
 
No Youth Group - Sunday, Nov 24th.  Sorry, Mark, 
Chris and I are out of town.  Enjoy your Thanksgiving 
Vacation.  See you on Sunday, Dec 1st.  

COLLEGE STUDENTS - Home for Thanksgiving Holi-
day?  Join us at the Treado house for Chili night, Wed 
Nov 27th 7-10pm.  E-mail me to RSVP and to get the 
address.  Looking forward to seeing you.  
 
Youth Group - Sunday, Dec 1st, 7-9pm.  Advent.  Let's 
prepare for Christmas.  
 
Mandatory Workcamp Meeting - Our first Workcamp 
meeting is Sunday, Dec 8th 7-9pm.  Anyone interested 
in going to Workcamp should try and make this meet-
ing!  Eighth graders and older are welcome to join us.  
Workcamp deposits of $150 are due in Feb but you are 
encouraged to pay now to guarantee your spot.
 
Holiday Coalition - Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 3pm - 
6:30pm.  Sign up to help thousands of Loudoun County 
families have a wonderful Christmas.  We will help dis-
tribute toys, stockings, clothing, blankets and food.  We 
have room for 7.  Sign up now.

MAC-PAC:  
P is for Prayer
Come join our middle school youth group for one hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration the First Friday of each month from 
7-8pm in the Oratory.
As we begin the Season of Advent, come join us on Friday, 
December 6th from 7-8 pm. Bring rosary beads if you have 
them. 
Then from 8-10 pm, join us in the 
Parish Hall for a screening and 
discussion of the movie, "Miracle 
at Moreaux."
For further info, please contact 
Maryanne Schultejans at 
farmgirlva@comcast.net or on 
her cell phone (text or voice) at 
703-915-2317.  

MAC-PAC
Middle-Schoolers Acting in Christ

Prayer • Action • Charity

MAC-PAC



St. Francis 
Council 11136 News

Thank you for your support of the Fall Harvest 
food drive so far this month!  Your generosity 
has been superb!  To date we have collected over 3,000 pounds of 
food in the first two weekends collections and have been able to 
help over 600 families who are having troubles in these difficult 
economic times.  

Thank you for helping to KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS by 
purchasing and sending the Christmas cards being sold by the 
Knights of Columbus.  We have only two more weeks left so 
stop by the Narthex on the way out and purchase a box or two.  
Remember the reason for the Season.

Schedule of Events:
•     November  23/24 – Keep Christ in Christmas Card Sales / 
Fall Harvest Food Drive
•     November 25th – Second Degree Ceremony in Parish Hall - 
Meet in the Narthex at 6:50pm
•     December 7th – Spaghetti Dinner in Parish Hall following 
5pm Mass
•     January 11th – Memorial Mass for past and current members 
and Council Christmas Party following the 5pm Mass in the 
Parish Hall

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights of Columbus and 
become a member of the largest Catholic, lay, fraternal, service 
organization in the world.  With the Order totaling over 1.8 
Million and our Council totaling over 220 members you have a 
chance to serve the Catholic Church, our Priests and our com-
munities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  
Please see the Council website at www.kofc11136.org or contact 
us at kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more information.

From the Catechism….  

by Beth Gallegos 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a statement of what Catho-
lics believe and why.  It is God’s truth revealed, beautifully composed 
and intended to be studied and shared.  Once a month this column 
will present a teaching from the Catechism for reflection and to 
encourage further study of this invaluable gift.

How Should We Receive Christ in Thanksgiving?
  While we are occupied with thoughts of roast turkey, cranberry 
sauce and stuffing and how much traffic we’ll encounter while travel-
ing to grandma’s house, we might easily overlook the very Sacrament 
of Thanksgiving - the Eucharist. We read in the Catechism:  “the Eu-
charist is a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Father, a blessing by which 
the Church expresses her gratitude to God for all his benefits, for all 
that he has accomplished through creation, redemption, and sanctifi-
cation.  Eucharist means first of all “thanksgiving” (CCC 1360).
   At the Last Supper, Jesus gave thanks to God for allowing him 
to be put to death as a sacrifice for all mankind. What wondrous love 
is this! How do we thank God for the ultimate sacrifice for our sakes? 
We thank God, through Christ, by partaking in the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist, instituted by Christ.  The celebration of the Eucharist 
includes thanksgiving and praise to the Father for all he has given us, 
above all the gift of his Son.  It is also a memorial of Christ’s Passover 
and a proclamation of the work of our redemption and salvation by 
his sacrifice (CCC 1363-1364).  
  St. Cyril of Jerusalem wrote a beautiful and appropriate instruc-
tion in the fourth century for our reception of Christ in thanksgiving:  
“Make your hand a throne for Christ as though you were receiving a 
king.  Having hollowed your palm, receiving the Body of Christ, say 
over it, ‘Amen.’”  In this one word we profess our faith, pronounce 
our gratitude and assent to this amazing gift.
  When President Lincoln instituted Thanksgiving as a national 
holiday it was with the recognition that all of our country’s blessings 
are gifts from God.  When we receive the Eucharist, we should do 
so with a mind and heart filled with gratitude not only for our earthly 
gifts but more importantly for the promise of eternal life.
  Please read Part Two, Section Two, Article 3:  The Sacrament of 
the Eucharist in the Catechism of the Catholic Church to learn more.

Beth Gallegos is a parishioner, wife, mother of three and sometime Catechist.

Baby Bottle Campaign:  Thank you for your generous 
donations to Birthright.  Baby bottles will continue to 
be collected in the Narthex, please return the bottles this 
month.  

Spiritual Adoption 
Thank you for praying for me. I’m 
three months old now. I’m about 3 
inches long and I weigh one ounce. That’s not much, 
but I’m fully formed and can even suck my thumb.



Volunteer to Visit the Imprisoned
The CCDA Prison Ministry needs men and women who can support 
this ministry at the Loudoun Adult Detention Center (ADC).  Volun-
teers visit the ADC on Sunday mornings. If you can help once every 
month, please contact Deacon Larry Hammel at (703) 421-5815 or 
lmhammel@verizon.net.

Purcellville Area Churches and Businesses are hosting 
9th Annual Traditional Holiday Dinner

 Anyone in the community who may be alone,     
on-the-job, or just wants to share in the joy of com-
ing together with others in fellowship, praise and 
celebration around God’s harvest table is invited. 

Families welcome!

Those who are unable to come to the church may 
request a meal to be delivered by calling 540-338-7648 

or emailing Thanksgivingtogether@gmail.com on or 
before November 28. Please help spread the word.

THANKSGIVING DAY ~ 11:30am-2:30pm
Bethany United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall

100 W. Main Street, Purcellville

Thanksgiving Together

HOW TO VOLUNTEER FOR THANKSGIVING TOGETHER
The planning team has been working hard pulling all the details       
together to provide a festive dinner for anyone who would like to 
attend. If you would like to volunteer to help out in one or more of 
the following areas, let us know by e-mail: 
Thanksgivingtogether@gmail.com
• Volunteer to help at Bethany on Thanksgiving Day;
• Bake fruit pies;
• Volunteer to deliver meals to those who cannot attend;
• Make a financial donation.
Any excess funds will be donated to local food pantries. 

PARISH
CENTER 
UPDATE

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY
Registration Is Open For Our January 2014 Term

Seminars are just 3 weeks long!  They are offered for both credit and 
non credit.  Here are a couple of our upcoming seminars:
 
 The Way Catholics Use Scripture
(January 20 - February 10, 2014)
 Want to be able to explain how and why the Church interprets 
Scripture?  This is the seminar for you!  Systematically you will work 
through the exhortation that Pope Benedict has conveniently divided 
into three parts:  (1)  The Word of God; (2) The Word in the Church; 
(3) The Word in the World.   Using the Scriptures will help you better 
understand Christian daily life.
 
Forming Disciples for Community and Mission:  Basic 
Tasks of Catechesis
(February 3 -  24, 2014)
 Take this opportunity to examine six fundamental tasks of catechesis 
that the church summarizes as the most powerful and fruitful means to 
form authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Contact 1.888.254.4CDU ext 700, email admissions@cdu.edu,  or 
visit www.cdu.edu for more information

Spirit Wear
If you placed an order for St Francis de Sales Spirit Wear, you will 
be able to pick up your merchandise in the Parish Hall following all 
masses on December 14th and 15th. Please contact Beth Gruneisen 
at  bagruneisen@hotmail.com with any questions. 
 
Construction Update
There's been lots of progress on the building over the past couple 
weeks. In addition to framing interior walls, the builders have started 
installing roof trusses over the classroom area and ductwork on the 
first floor. They've also installed gravel on 90% of the new parking 
spaces. 
Over the next week or so, they will start framing the exterior walls, 
finish installing the new septic tanks, and install the curb and gutters. 
 
Prayer Update
Did you know that you say 53 Hail Mary's each time you pray a 
Rosary? Be sure to report your Hail Mary's to Dave Dittmeier at Dit-
tmeier@comcast.net.

Questions?
If you have any questions about the new Parish Center, e-mail them 
to jwmerline@gmail.com and we will try to have answers published 
in this space.

Christmas Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percentage 
of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any 
questions, please call Diane 
Morano at 338-6381 or 
d.morano@saintfrancisparish.org


