
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
email - j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time      October 20, 2013

Blessing of Animals on Saint Francis day (Oct. 4)



    

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., October 19 Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Ann “Nancy” Antolik
Sun., October 20 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the Butts   
   and Sommer Families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am Deirdre and Gerard King
 12:30 pm Kathleen DeSalvo
   6:00 pm + Carl and + Noah Woodland
Mon. October 21 Weekday
        9:00 am + Clinton Humphries & + Patricia Howard
Tue., October 22 Weekday
   6:30 am Terry Brophy
Wed., October 23 Weekday
   9:00 am + Carol Hohos
Thu., October 24 Weekday
   6:30 am + Christi Hylton
Fri., October 25 Weekday
   6:30 am + Jane Riesinger
 12:00 noon + Lois A. Burns
Sat., October 26 Weekday
   9:00 am + Kathleen Feeley
Sat., October 26 Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Magdalan Bikowski
Sun., October 27 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am Melanie Hildbold
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am Declan , Rory, Agnes, and Clare King
 12:30 pm Thomas William Pace
   6:00 pm + Carmen Purello

This Week
Tue., Oct. 22 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Communion Service - 12 noon, Church
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Oct. 23 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Oct. 24 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - October 13 $    12,023 
YEAR TO DATE     $  251,975
2nd Collection   $      1,706

Electronic Offertory for September  $    19,777
Building Our Faith for September $      4,740

What Every 
Parishioner 
Should Know!

Parish Center Update
As construction on our new Parish Center proceeds in earnest, 
watch this space in the weekly bulletin for regular updates.

Celebrating a Fourth Anniversary
This month marks the fourth anniversary of the Building Our Faith 
prayer, which the church has been saying at the end of each daily 
and Sunday Mass since October 2009, shortly after the Capital 
Campaign began. That means the prayer has been recited about 
2,700 times! 

Construction Update 
Several days of inclement weather delayed some of the site work 
that planned for last week. But the corrugated metal decking 
sheets arrived. And once those are in place, the builders will pour 
concrete over them to create the second floor.  

Prayer Update
We are nearly a third of the way to our goal of 1 million Hail 
Mary prayers for the building project. To find out how to include 
your prayers in the count, contact Dave Dittmeier at Dittmeier@
comcast.net.

Volunteer Opportunities
We have five committees helping with the Parish Center proj-
ect, so there are plenty of ways to help. Anyone who's interested 
should contact Dave Doseff at 540-822-3026 or davedoseff@
loudounwireless.com.
 
Questions?
If you have any questions about the new Parish Center, e-mail 
them to jwmerline@gmail.com and we will try to have answers 
published in this space.

Monday:  Rom 4:20-25; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 12:13-21
Tuesday:  Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; 
  Ps 40:7-10, 17; Lk 12:35-38
Wednesday: Rom 6:12-18; Ps 124:1b-8; Lk 12:39-48
Thursday:  Rom 6:19-23; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 12:49-53
Friday:  Rom 7:18-25a; Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93-  
  94; Lk 12:54-59
Saturday:  Rom 8:1-11; Ps 24:1b-4ab, 5-6; Lk 13:1-9
Sunday:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34:2-3, 17-19, 23; 
  2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 20, 2013

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; whence shall help 
come to me? My help is from the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.
— Psalm 121:1 2



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

Deacon Larry Hammel will be offering a 
Communion Service at 12noon every Tuesday after 
the Bible Study.  All are welcome to attend. 

Q.  Was Jesus nailed through his hands or wrists?  And 
if he was nailed through his wrists why do people get 
the stigmata on their hands? –Annie
A.  The Church does not conclusively say one way or the 
other.  The Bible speaks of the wounds of Jesus on his 
hands.  In the account of the resurrection on John 20:25 
Thomas the apostle says, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands and put my finger into the nail marks 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  It is 
possible that the reference to the “hands” could have 
meant the wrist but we don’t know for sure.  The Shroud 
of Turin, which many Catholics believe and revere as 
the cloth that wrapped the body of Jesus after his death, 
appears to show that the nail marks were on the wrists 
of Jesus.  The visible stigmata on the hands of the saints 
could very well be a “symbolic” location of how Jesus 
was nailed to the cross rather than the true physical place 
for it.  It would seem that nailing someone’s wrists on the 
cross would hold the body better upright than the palms 
of the hands.
 
Q.  Is stubbornness a sin? –Mary Grace
A.  Yes, it can be.  It is important to know that stub-
bornness involves an unreasonable insistence on doing 
something wrong that he or she wants or not want to do.  
This is not to be confused with the virtue of being stead-
fast, firm or persevering for maintaining a stance that is 
good such as not compromising one’s faith in Jesus and 
his teachings.  Stubbornness is about one’s selfish desires 
and is not concerned with the good of others.
 
Q.  What is the ‘proper’ way to take communion:  kneel 
first, bow first, make the sign of the cross after, by the 
tongue or with the hand? –Anonymous
A.  Everything you mentioned is “proper” if it’s done in 
the correct sequence.  The Church states that if holy com-
munion is received kneeling you don’t need any other 
sign of sacred gesture because kneeling in itself is a sign 
of reverence and adoration.  But if communion is cus-
tomarily taken in the parish standing, as in nearly all the 
parishes, one needs to make a sign of reverence prior to 
receiving the Eucharist.  You can genuflect, bow or make 
the sign of the cross.  Some people do the sign of the 
cross after receiving communion but the liturgy teaches 
that this should be done before receiving.  The norm 
for taking communion is by receiving it directly on the 
tongue but one has the option to receive it in the hand.

How about giving our Music Ministry 
a little “support”!

 
            You probably think this is a recruiting pick up line for our choir mem-
bership.  Well, that’s actually not a bad idea either.  We’d love it if you would 
consider joining one of our 3 choirs (the 3rd one is the children’s choir).  By 
the way, they are all singing really well and I appreciate those who joined 
this past year.  But no, that’s not quite I was thinking of.  Then you might say, 
“Oh, you mean as a congregation of dedicated worshipers you are encourag-
ing us to sing more and louder, right?”  That’s also a great idea and I would 
love it if you all did that.  Yes, please do so!
 
            What I had in mind is that you would consider supporting our music 
ministry by participating in the memorial of our new Saint Michael Hymnals.  
Instead of purchasing the current missalettes that are discarded annually 
when the liturgical calendar ministry ends, the Music Ministry convinced me 
that buying church hymnals that could last us a couple of decades (or more) 
is the way to go.  This is what parishes have done before the missalettes 
first showed up in the 1970’s.  Many parishes have gone back to the use of 
hymnals and have been very happy especially with the savings.  The annual 
cost of the missalettes is $2,600 a year for 425.  The cost for 450 copies of 
the hardcover hymnals is $9,800.  As you can see we will have savings in the 
next few years that we could use to help pay the mortgage for our new parish 
center.
 
            I also learned from other parishes that families really like the idea 
of offering a memorial for the hymnals and gladly give a donation for that.  
Since these hymnals are going to be brand new for Advent I thought we 
could offer this to our parishioners for a donation of $15 per hymnal.  You are 
welcome to donate for more than one hymnal.  We will have special labels 
made for your personalized memorial placed in the inside front cover of the 
hymnal.  This will not only help defray the cost of the hymnals but your loved 
ones will be continually remembered each time the hymnals are used.  You 
also have the option to have your name placed on the label so that you will 
also be remembered in someone’s prayers.  The announcement is in the bul-
letin and there is a table in the narthex for those who wish to see the hymnals 
and wish to make the offering after Mass.
 
            Making a memorial offering makes a great gift.  November 2 is All 
Souls’ Day so this is an opportune time to do this.  You might also want 
to consider giving this as a Christmas or another special occasion gift to 
someone you love.  And for those who lost loved ones this could be a great 
gift of consolation to them.  But regardless of whether you donate to the new 
hymnal or not, EVERYONE should participate in singing during Mass.  Even 
some toddlers sing along with the rest of us!

Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen 
Patterson; 
Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; Specialist Sean 
Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. 
Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew 
Ryan, Col. Robert A. Couser
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow
The Deceased: Catherine Lovell, Michael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle, 
Rosemary Schreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mulvihill, Mary Hall, 
Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria Crawford, Betty 
Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl and Noah Woodland, 
Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore Firetti

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Got ‘em!

• Will you pray the Rosary?—The Rosary is a great private 
prayer to honor the life of Jesus and our Blessed Mother.  
During October, the Month of the Rosary, I encourage every 
parishioner to learn how to pray this devotion.  Those who 
pray the Rosary receive many incredible graces.  Try praying 
it at least once a week for starters.  It will change your life for 
the better and before you know it you wouldn’t want to miss a 
day praying it.
 
• We still need a volunteer Middle School youth coordina-
tor—In the previous years we’ve had a nice group of middle 
school youth ministry and our new parish council strongly 
recommended that we continue this important mission.  What 
we need is a new coordinator(s) to lead them.  Contact our 
Religious Education office or me if you’re interested. 

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-
338-6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.
com), by “snail mail” or in person.

•  Thank you to Nora Hamilton for responding to the Pas-
tor’s Wish List a few months ago and organized last Satur-
day’s diocesan pilgrimage to the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception.  About 30 of our parishioners were able to go 
on the pilgrimage.

A reminder from The WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
of St. Francis de Sales
Please join us Sunday, November 10th for Advent Stations! 
2pm-3:30pm; Parish Hall
Do you know when the Twelve Days of Christmas Begin?
Do you know where the word Advent comes from?
Come learn more about your faith and prepare for the Holy Season of 
Advent!
We will be holding our bi-monthly meeting where we’ll rotate through 
five, fun, interactive stations addressing Advent: one being ideas for Advent 
wreaths. You will come away refreshed, motivated, and prepared for The 
Christmas Season! 
***Five prizes will be awarded!*** 
For additional information please contact:  
Nora Hamilton, President; 540-338-2856
Mission Statement:
To support, empower and educate all Catholic 
women in spirituality, leadership, and service. 
To serve the Catholic Church in the Diocese of 
Arlington with humility, reverence, and obedience 
to the authority of the Bishop.
(All Women at Saint Francis de Sales are 
automatic members of the Council.)

The parish of Saint Francis de Sales 
Catholic Church cordially invites you to 

attend a 

Memorial Mass for the Deceased 
Saturday morning, November 2, at 9am 

This Mass will be celebrated for all our beloved dead 
Please join us in this sacred celebration

Reception to follow in narthex of Church

November 2 - All Soul's Loving Memory Candles
“I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.  If anyone be-
lieves in Me, even though he dies, he will live forever.”  Anyone who 
lives and believes in me will not die”  (Jn 11:25-26)
November is the month, during the year, where we remember the 
deceased of our parish families.  A sacramental used in Remem-
brance, we will be selling candles again, for $10 each, the next three 
weekends of October  beginning October 12/13, and continuing 
through October 19/20, and October 26/27.  This year the donation 
will be benefit the Music Choirs. On November 2nd at the 9am 
Mass, we will have our Annual Memorial Mass for the Deceased of 
the Parish.  All deceased who you wish to remember at this Mass, 
and Masses in November, can be remembered with a  candle that 
can have the deceased’s name on it. These candles will be lit at every 
weekend and daily Mass  for during November.  During November, 
names of any deceased will be placed in a basket on the altar.  

Baptism Instruction Class
Our Baptism instruction class, normally held the last Friday of 
each month, will be combined for the months of November and 
December, due to the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.  The 
instruction class will be held on Friday, December 6, at 7pm, in 
our office conference room.  To register for this class, please call 
or email our parish secretary.  The class for October will be held as 
usual on the last Friday of this month.



Gregory "Wojo" Wojtkun
Maintenance
540-668-9056
pwojo37628@gmail.com
Represents Towns of Hillsboro/
Lovettsville

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 2013-14

Father Ronald Escalante
Pastor
540-338-6381
countryparishpriest@gmail.
com

Dennis Godfrey
Charity/Social Outreach
540-687-5689
pridefarm@gmail.com
Represents Towns of
Philomont/Bluemont

New council convened for the 
1st time on September 12, 2013

Please keep the parish council members and Father 
Escalante in your prayers that they may have a great 
and fruitful year serving Saint Francis de Sales parish.

Laura Burgess
Liturgy/Mass Coordinator
540-338-1378
llburgess@verizon.net
Represents Town of Purcellville

Nora Hamilton
Women's Council
540-338-2356
gsmdlvr@aol.com
Represents Town of Purcellville

Dorothy Cooper
Historian
540-338-6119
(Does not use email)
Represents Town of Round 
HIll

John Haraburda
Knights of Columbus
571-246-7225
kofc11136@kofc11136.org
Represents Town of Hamilton



Mike O'Neill
Music
540-338-7377
mjo.deigratia@gmail.com
Represents Town of Hamilton

Kerry Smith
Religious Education
540-338-5364
smith5364@comcast.net
Represents Town of Purcellville

Represents CCD Program, 
Vacation Bible School

John Stanmeyer
Religious Education
718-750-1590
sfpc.js@gmail.com
Represents Town of Purcellville

Represents Adult Religious 
Education (RCIA); Catholic, 
Homeschool, Private Schools

Sue Cypher
Respect Life
703-777-5183
cypher6@verizon.net
Represents Town of Leesburg

Represents anything related to respect 
for human life including Pro Life ac-
tivities, Gabriel Project, Project Rachel, 
Birthright, Lifeline, 1st Choice Women's 
Health Center, March for Life, etc.

Victor Blake
Usher
victorblake@aol.com
Represents Town of Lincoln

Mark Darnell
Youth Ministry
703-328-3374
darnmark64@hughes.net
Represents Town of Purcellville



Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education
TEEN FAITH 

NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Oct. 20 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Oct. 21 Grades K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 22 Grades 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 23 Grades 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Oct. 27 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Oct. 28 Grades K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 29 Grades 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 30 Grades 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

Catechist Substitutes 
We are in need of substitutes for Session One, Session Two and 
Weekday classes, all grades. Please contact the RE office if you 
can help out this way, please specify which session and grade you 
prefer.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All Teens are 
welcome. Join us in the front left 3 rows of church as 
we celebrate the Teen Mass together.  
 
ATTENTION  ATTENTION:  We are moving the 
youth group back to 7:15-9pm on Sunday nights.  We 
will meet right after the Teen Mass.  We took a vote 
and the teens who were there voted to move it back.  
Hope to see you there.  
 
Youth Group -  October 20th, 7:15 - 9pm.  We moved 
the time back!!!  Bring friends.   
 
Youth Rally:  Oct. 27th.  Save the date!!!  Join 
us and around 1000 teens from all over the Arlington 
Diocese for an exciting day at Marymount University.  
The whole day will be full of Music with 4 bands, Mass 
with the Bishop, Inspirational Speakers, Pizza and Ice 
Cream, and Crazy Inflatable Games.  We will leave 
the St. Francis parking lot at 11am and return at 9pm.  
The cost is $25.  You will receive a T-shirt.  
 
Fall Retreat - Nov. 1 -3 on Relationships.  You 
won't want to miss this!  It is the last day of the 
grading period so it will be a  nice stress free break 
and you won't have to go to school on Monday or 
Tuesday afterwards.  We will leave Friday around 
5pm and return to St. Francis around 5pm on Sunday.  
We are going to the mountains of Keezletown, VA.  
 
Mount 2000 - Interested in joining us for a Spiritual 
retreat lead by the Seminarians at Mount St. Mary's 
in Emmitsburg, MD?  They will have dynamic speakers, 
awesome music, and amazing Eucharistic encounters 
with Our Lord.  It is Feb. 7-9.  We need to register 
by the middle of November so if you want to go, sign 
up now!!!
 
Teen Lectors Needed - Please contact Cathy Mitch-
ell at c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org if you are 
interested in being a Teen Lector at the Teen Mass.

ATTENTION PARENTS OF CHILDREN PREPARING 
FOR 1ST RECONCILIATION!

Mandatory Parent Meeting
Wednesday, October 30 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall
One parent from each family with a child preparing for the sacra-
ments of First Reconciliation and First Communion must attend.

First Reconciliation Retreat
Please Note Change of Date!

All classes that meet on Sunday Mornings at Woodgrove HS 
will participate in the retreat on Saturday, November 16 from 
10:30am-12:30pm at the church.

Mrs. Willard's Monday class will participate in the retreat on 
Monday, November 11 from 4:15-6:15pm.

Retreat is for children only.  Parents are needed to volunteer at the 
Saturday, November 16  retreat. Please contact Joanna Willard at 
jwillard63@hotmail.com if you would like to help!



St. Francis 
Council 11136 News
Oct 20 - Blood Drive at the Purcellville Safety 
Center
Oct 28 - Fraternal Meeting with Meeting at 
7:30pm
 
All men of the parish are invited to join the Knights of Colum-
bus the largest Catholic, lay, service organization in the world.  
We are over 1.8 million members serving the Catholic Church, 
our Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism.
 
Please see the Council website www.kofc11136.org/ or email 
kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info or any questions.

Donations for Mobile Hope for At Risk Children 
in Loudoun County
The Giving Tree Committee will be collecting these items through 
October 20.  Please contact Erin Bucci at buccierin@comcast.net/540-
338-5402 if you have questions or would like to help. 
Mobile Hope is in desperate need of the following items:  Mac and 
cheese, fruit cups, peanut butter, tuna salad, chicken salad, juices, dry 
milk, soups, cereal, vegetable cups, pudding, raisins, chef boyardee 
cups, ramen noodles, pop tarts, crackers, etc. 
Anything that is in individual sizes!!!  Also 
needed are diapers (of all sizes) and baby 
wipes.  Please place items in Mobile Hope 
container in the narthex.  Thank you for your 
continued generosity to our neighbors in need!

Blood Drive Sunday October 20
Our next 2013 blood drive begins the second centennial phase of the 
Blood Donor Program with the drive at the Purcellville Fire and 
Rescue Station. Mark your calendars and join a wonderful program. 
Participate with awesome donors and volunteers and make the Gift of 
Life locally available for those in need of lifesaving blood products. 
The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling info.

Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percent-
age of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any 
questions, please call Diane Morano at 338-6381 or d.morano@saint-
francisparish.org

St. Francis de Sales’ Christian 
Family Movement presents 

Wisdom and Grace for 
Marriage & Parenting 
~ a 5-part workshop series 
We invite married couples to join us for a 
discussion series on their dual vocation of 
marriage and parenting. The five meetings 
are based on Catholic teaching on mar-
riage and draw upon research in marriage 
and parenting skills.  Each meeting focuses on a distinct topic aimed 
at engaging married couples in the life of faith rooted in baptism and 
expressed in action. Couples will learn how their skills as parents can 
also help their marriages—and how their skills at marriage will help 
their parenting. Meeting the second Sunday of the month, November 
through March, 3-5pm. Registrants are encouraged to attend all 5 ses-
sions. $20 registration fee covers the cost of materials, refreshments, 
and babysitting.
To register or for more information, contact Dan & Beth McKenna 
mckennau@gmail.com, 540-822-5741Allder Montessori School is off to a great 

start this year! 
Located in Purcellville, the school offers both a primary program (ages 
3-6, half and full day kindergarten) and an elementary program (ages 
6-9). Classes are five days per week. Each academic program integrates 
an Atrium for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and follows the whole-
child educational philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. Limited space 
is still available for immediate enrollment. We are currently accepting 
applications for children ages 3-5, and 6-9 year olds with previous 
Montessori training. Tours are available by appointment. For more 
information, please contact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.net.

Music Announcements
Donate a New Hymnal!  
We have ordered a full supply of St. Michael Hymnals which we hope 
will serve us for many years to come.  You may customize a hymnal 
and have it donated in memory of a loved one.  Please fill out the infor-
mation below and return it to the office with your donation.  Donations 
can also be made in the narthex after the 5 pm, 8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 
12:30 pm Masses.  Hymnal donations are $15.

Donated in Loving Memory of

___________________________________________

By

__________________________________________



The 40 Days for Life  
is a coordinated international 
pro-life mobilization. We pray 
that, with God's help, this will 
mark the beginning of the end of abortion in our commu-
nity -- and beyond.  We are also invited to fast throughout 
these 40 days.  Christ said there are demons that can only be 
driven out by prayer and fasting. A fast is a powerful means 
of drawing closer to God by blocking out distractions.  
Choose something each week through November 4 to fast 
from such as television, fast food, or an act or inaction that 
separates you from God.  

October Baby Bottle Campaign Our 
parish will be collecting money through our baby 
bottle campaign for Birthright.  Please pick up 
your baby bottle in the Narthex for your family 
to put money in during the month of October.  
Checks are welcome also!  Filled bottles can be 
brought back to the Narthex at the end of October.  
But if you forget—we can accept it anytime!

Spiritual Adoption
Begins this month.  See display in Narthex.  More info or 
Certificates contact Sue at cypher6@verizon.net

Month 2 for Baby 

Project Rachel Ministry Women's 
Retreat ~ November 15-17
The Project Rachel Ministry (to help post-abortion women) 
is in need of gift bags for the women attendees.  Throughout 
the month October, there will be gift bags available in the 
Narthex for you to pick up.  Please fill them w/any of these 
items:
matching shower gel & body lotion, notebook, pen, candle, 
tissues, potpourri, individually wrapped chocolates and/or 
candy.  
Please return the bags to the church by Sunday October 
27th.  Thanks so much for your help!

Thank you for praying for 
me.  I am two months old 
now and about 2 inches long.  
Look! You can see my eyes, 
nose, and mouth.  I will use 
them to experience God’s 
world after I am born. 

SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP
You are invited to attend an open house at Saint John’s Catholic Prep at their 
new campus located in historic Buckeystown, MD on Sunday, November 3rd 
from 1-3pm.  The open house is a wonderful way for prospective students and 
their families to experience the school’s community, meet students, faculty, 
and staff and learn more about a faith-based, college prep education.Admis-
sions and financial assistance information will be available.  Saint John’s is 
a Catholic, coeducational, college preparatory high school now located at 
3989 Buckeystown Pike in Buckeystown, Maryland.  Prospective parents and 
students can also visit Saint John’s online at www.saintjohnsprep.org.  For 
more information about admissions or the open house, please call the school at 
301-662-4210 or e-mail admissions@saintjohnsprep.org

Pray to End Abortion
Come pray the Rosary publicly to end abortions! "In public prayer it is an 
army that is attacking him [the devil]” -St. Louis De Montfort. 
Your prayers can save lives! Everyone is welcome!
3pm every Saturday through November 2
Meet at St. John the Apostle Catholic Church, Leesburg.
From there we walk less than a half mile to the Courthouse. 
Contact: Lori Kostka LKostka@StudentsForLife.org
Want to pray more?
Join 40 Days for Life at the Manassas abortion clinic, Amethyst. 
Sign up online for an hour and pop by for a prayer. September 25th-No-
vember 3rd www.40daysforlife.com/manassas 

SOULStitch
SoulStitch Ministry continues our mission to knit, crochet, weave and embroi-
der items for projects we select each year. Over the last 5 years SoulStitch has 
created and donated several thousand items. Annually we complete 65 prayer 
shawls for Workcamp . We complete prayer shawls to distribute to parishioners 
identified by parish nurses to provide the warmth and comfort they provide. 
We embroider baptismal bibs for infants baptized at Saint Francis de Sales.
Additional projects each year include: knitted hats for Mobile Hope; baby 
layettes for Birthright; scarves for The Special Olympic athletes; hats for 
premature babies for a hospital in Haiti; mittens, hats, blankets and vests for 
Afghans For Afghans; vests for Native American children on reservation; and 
scarves for veterans. 
We welcome new members who knit, crochet, weave or embroider, or would 
like to learn.  If your vocation calls you to give up your time, talent or treasure, 
please join us whether or not you are able to attend our gatherings. We meet the 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 9:30am to noon in the Parish Hall.
We have been generously blessed to have received many donations of yarn, 
needles, cloth and completed items, however, we are always in need of more as 
we continue our ministry.
Our current project involves dyeing over 170,000 yards of natural wood donat-
ed from a very generous parishioner. We are searching for a very experienced 
dyer that would be willing to color the wool for us.
For more information, please contact Sheila Ralph at 703.431.7360 or 
sheilaralph@gmail.com


