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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday.  A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time      October 13, 2013

TIME-PROVEN CATHOLIC SECRET TO HAPPINESS:  Mass & Rosary



    

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., October 12 Vigil: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Russell Huth
Sun., October 13 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am Ruth Thoss
 10:30 am The Fisher Family
 12:30 pm + Stephen Boccuzzi
   6:00 pm + Judy Haenel
Mon. October 14 Weekday
        9:00 am + Chris Baranik
Tue., October 15 Saint Teresa of Jesus
   6:30 am  + Linda Willard
Wed., October 16 Weekday
   9:00 am + Barbara Jane Castellano
Thu., October 17 Saint Ignatius of Antioch
   6:30 am Edward Kane
Fri., October 18 Saint Luke
   6:30 am Charles Fazio; Joan Liberi
 12:00 noon + Michael Malin
Sat., October 19 Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac Joques   
   and Companions
   9:00 am + Kathleen Feeley
Sat., October 19 Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Ann “Nancy” Antolik
Sun., October 20 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the Butt and  
   Somer Families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am Deirdre and Gerard King
 12:30 pm Kathleen DeSalvo
   6:00 pm + Carl and + Noah Woodland

This Week
Tue., Oct. 15 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Oct. 16 SoulStitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Oct. 17 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory
Fri., Oct. 18 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12 noon Mass

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - October 6 $    13,315
YEAR TO DATE     $  239,952
2nd Collection   $      2.346

Electronic Offertory for September  $    19,777
Building Our Faith for September $      4,740

What Every 
Parishioner 
Should Know!

Monday:  Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday:  Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; Lk 11:42-46
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-6ab; Lk 11:47-54
Friday:  2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; 
  Lk 10:1-9
Saturday:  Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43; 
  Lk 12:8-12
Sunday:  Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-8; 2 Tm 3:14 — 4:2; 
  Lk 18:1-8

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 13, 2013

If we have died with [Christ Jesus] we shall also live with him; 
if we persevere we shall also reign with him.

— 2 Timothy 2:11 12a

Parish Center Update
As construction on our new Parish Center proceeds in earnest, 
we plan to provide regular updates in this space. Check here for 
construction news, facts about the Parish Center, progress toward 
our goal of praying 1 million Hail Marys, as well as volunteer op-
portunities and any building-related events.

Construction Update 
The construction company finished putting all the structural steel 
for the building in place last week, and started covering the roof. 
Over the next couple weeks, look for curbs and gutters around the 
building, as well as the installation of sidewalks. 

Prayer Update
Our Hail Mary count reached 327, 435 as of last week. To find out 
how to include your prayers in the count, contact Dave Dittmeier at 
Dittmeier@comcast.net.

Did You Know? 
In addition to the building itself, the Parish Center will include a 
new paved walking trail around our property that will be just over 
½ mile in length.  

Volunteer Opportunities
We have five committees helping with the Parish Center project, 
so there are plenty of ways to help. Anyone who's interested should 
contact Dave Doseff at 540-822-3026 or 
davedoseff@loudounwireless.com.

Questions?
If you have any questions about the new Parish Center, e-mail 
them to jwmerline@gmail.com and we will try to have answers 
published in this space.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  When was heaven made? –Avery
A.  If you’re referring to heaven as a location where angels 
and saints are found, then heaven was created around the 
time when God made the angels.  The Church teaches the 
eternal presence (omnipresent) of God everywhere.  God is 
eternal and has no need of heaven for a home. There isn’t 
a place anywhere in existence where God is not.  But the 
angels do not have omnipresence like God so their presence 
had limits.  In the beginning, God created heaven for the 
angels and later the earth for humans.  At the end of time 
the Bible tells us that there will be a new heaven and a new 
earth to replace the current one:  “Then I (St. John) saw a 
new heaven and a new earth.  The former heaven and the 
former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more” 
(Revelation 21:1).
 
Q.  Does it matter which hand is on top when you’re 
receiving communion? –Anonymous
A.  Yes, it does.  The hand that picks up the Eucharist to 
place it in your mouth should be on the bottom.  This means 
the dominant hand should always be placed at the bottom.
 
Q.  Ecclesiastes 12:13 states, “Let us hear the conclusion 
of the whole matter:  Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments:  for this is the whole duty of man.”  Is this 
considered the most important passage of the Bible?  –
Anonymous
A.  I am not aware of the Church placing rankings on 
biblical passages.  If there were such a ranking, this passage 
would certainly be right up there.  Failure to observe the 
commandments leads to an unpleasant eternal “hot bath!”

October is the ‘Month of the Rosary’
Pope Francis leads praying the Rosary worldwide via satellite
 
  One of the most popular devotions in Catholic history is the recitation 
of the Holy Rosary.  For centuries Catholics have prayed this and found it 
to be a great source of spiritual help.  Having a Rosary in the house, in the 
car’s rear view mirror or person’s pocket is a sign that there is a Catholic 
nearby.  Praying the Rosary of Our Lady does not steer us away from 
Jesus but, on the contrary, brings us closer to him.  Mary would never want 
anyone to steer us away from her Son and Savior of the world.  Mary lived 
a life closest to that of Jesus and therefore the best one to guide us towards 
him.
  The Rosary has brought countless souls to Jesus since Saint Dominic 
popularized this devotion way back in the year 1214. 799 years later it still 
remains as one of the most powerful private prayer devotions in the Catho-
lic Church.  The mysteries of the Rosary, now 20 in total, is a scriptural 
meditation on the life of Jesus.  We can see why the late Pope John Paul II 
said that this was his favorite private prayer.  Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
said in his May 3, 2008 address at Saint Mary Major Basilica in Rome, 
“The Rosary is experiencing a new Springtime. Without a doubt, this is one 
of the most eloquent signs of love that the young generation nourishes for 
Jesus and his Mother, Mary. In the current world, so dispersive, this prayer 
helps to put Christ at the center.”  In Pope Francis’ recent interview with 
the Jesuit publication he revealed that he prays his Rosary everyday.  This 
weekend (Saturday) our parish participated in a worldwide Rosary prayer 
via satellite at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception led by Pope Fran-
cis.  Our current pope has joined his predecessors in promoting the Gospel 
of Jesus in the world through Our Blessed Mother’s Rosary.
  If you’d like to learn how to pray the Rosary please stop by the church 
narthex and pick up a How to Pray the Rosary pamphlet or go online to 
either one of these two websites:  www.theholyrosary.org/index  or at 
www.rosary- center.org/howto.htm.  Every Catholic should learn how to 
pray the Rosary and this month is the best time to start.  It is my hope that 
everyone in our parish prays the Rosary at least once a week.  Prayed with 
great love it will really improve your spiritual life.  It would be a matter of 
time before your heart would desire to pray it everyday.  I started the devo-
tion when I was a sophomore in high school (and I haven’t stopped!).  We 
have free Rosaries in the parish office available for those who need them.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante
 

Deacon Larry Hammel will be offering a Communion Service 
at 12noon every Tuesday after the Bible Study.  All are welcome 
to attend. 

November 2
All Soul's Loving Memory Candles
“I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.  If 
anyone believes in Me, even though he dies, he will live 
forever.”  Anyone who lives and believes in me will not die”  
-  (Jn 11:25-26).  
November is the month, during the year, where we remem-
ber the deceased of our parish families.  A sacramental used 
in Remembrance, we will be selling candles again, for $10 
each, the next three weekends of October  beginning Oct. 
12/13, and continuing through October 19/20, and October 
26/27.  This year the donation will be benefit the Music 
Choirs. On November 2nd at the 9am Mass, we will have 
our Annual Memorial Mass for the Deceased of the Parish.  
All deceased who you wish to remember at this Mass, and 
Masses in November, can be remembered with a  candle 
that can have the deceased’s name on it. These candles will 
be lit at every weekend Mass  for during November.  Also 
during November, names of any deceased will be placed in 
a basket on the altar.  



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; 
Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; Specialist Sean 
Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. 
Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew 
Ryan, Col. Robert A. Couser
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow
The Deceased: Catherine Lovell, Michael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle, 
Rosemary Schreck, John Hohenstein, Mary Mulvihill, Mary Hall, 
Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, Barbara Ely, Maria Crawford, Betty 
Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen Driscoll, Carl and Noah Woodland, 
Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young, Salvatore Firetti

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Got ‘em!

• Will you pray the Rosary?—The Rosary is a great private 
prayer to honor the life of Jesus and our Blessed Mother.  
During October, the Month of the Rosary, I encourage every 
parishioner to learn how to pray this devotion.  Those who pray 
the Rosary receive many incredible graces.  Try praying it at 
least once a week for starters.  It will change your life for the 
better and before you know it you wouldn’t want to miss a day 
praying it.
 
• We still need a volunteer Middle School youth coordina-
tor—In the previous years we’ve had a nice group of middle 
school youth ministry and our new parish council strongly 
recommended that we continue this important mission.  What 
we need is a new coordinator(s) to lead them.  Contact our 
Religious Education office or me if you’re interested. 

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-
338-6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.
com), by “snail mail” or in person.

We warmly welcome new 
parishioners who have joined 
Saint Francis de Sales Parish 
during the month of September

Hamilton
Roberta Pierce-Osborn, son Lance

Lovettsville
Daniel & Nicole Ellerman, daughters Emily, Natalie & Leah, son      
  Brendan
Bruce & Polly McMillan, daughters Britni & Ashley, son Travis 

Middleburg
Lewis and Anne Burridge, son Samuel

Purcellville
Christian & Megan Harris, sons Aiden & Evan
Thomas & Megan Lillis, daughters Georgia, Lorelei & Violet
Dustin & Erin Nowak, sons Gabriel, Max, Jamieson, daughter 
 Madeline

Round Hill
Kevin & Dawn Pelachick, sons John & Rhys
Chris & Josie Thompson, daughters Zoe & Alexa, son Derek
Ian & Christy Keith, sons Bruce & Joseph
Victor & Stacy Vargas, daughter Victoria, sons Xavier & Yovanni
John & Rebecca Higginbotham, daughters Haley, Megan & Lily, sons  
 John Connor, Joshua & Toben 
Anthony & Orfa D’Elia, daughter Gabriela

Waterford
Paul & Kelly Loussedes, son Hayden, daughters Madelyn & Emerson

•  We’re now up to 16 for our first RCIA program!
 
•  5 new girls (Ellie Creighton, Hannah O’Neill, Tabitha 
Reaves, Marisa Vaughn, Audrey Warner) received their train-
ing and added to the Junior Altar Society (27 total members).
 
•  5 new boys (Jason Garner, Joshua Gilbert, Jake Groff, 
Sebastian Shipley, Patrick Smith) received their training and 
added as new altar servers (58 active members).

Music Announcements
Donate a New Hymnal!  
We have ordered a full supply of St. Michael Hymnals which we 
hope will serve us for many years to come.  You may customize 
a hymnal and have it donated in memory of a loved one.  Please 
fill out the information below and return it to the office with your 
donation.  Donations can also be made in the narthex after the 5 
pm, 8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 12:30 pm Masses.  Hymnal donations 
are $15.

Donated in Loving Memory of

___________________________________________

By

__________________________________________



Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education
TEEN FAITH 

NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Oct. 13 No Classes
Mon., Oct. 14 No Classes
Tue., Oct. 15 No Classes
Wed., Oct. 16 No Classes

Sun., Oct. 20 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Oct. 21 Grades K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 22 Grades 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 23 Grades 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

Catechist Substitutes 
We are in need of substitutes for Session One, Session Two 
and Weekday classes, all grades. Please contact the RE 
office if you can help out this way, please specify which ses-
sion and grade you prefer.

Dear Parish Family, 
Thank you all so much for your kind support, prayers, and going 
away reception to mark the end of my time working at St. Francis.  
It has truly been a great honor and a blessing to work with you 
all in the faith formation activities of St. Francis de Sales. Your 
faith, your families and your beautiful children inspired me and 
taught me the value and importance of family life and how quickly 
kids grow up! Please know your families will continue to be in my 
prayers!  May God continue to bless you and shine through you!  
In His love, 
Melissa Gobs

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every 
Sunday. All Teens are welcome. Join us in the front 
left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the Teen Mass 
together.  
 
ATTENTION  ATTENTION:  We are moving the 
youth group back to 7:15-9pm on Sunday nights.  We 
will meet right after the Teen Mass.  We took a vote 
and the teens who were there voted to move it back.  
Hope to see you there.  
 
Youth Group -  Oct. 13th, 7:15 - 9pm.  We moved the 
time back!!!  Bring friends.  
 
Hiking Anyone?  Anyone interested in going hiking 
on your day off, Monday Oct. 14th, let me know and I 
will arrange a trip.  
 
Youth Rally:  Oct. 27th.  Save the date!!!  Join 
us and around 1000 teens from all over the Arlington 
Diocese for an exciting day at Marymount University.  
The whole day will be full of Music with 4 bands, 
Mass with the Bishop, Inspirational Speakers, Pizza 
and Ice Cream, and Crazy Inflatable Games.  We will 
leave the St. Francis parking lot at 11am and return 
at 9pm.  The cost is $25.  You will receive a T-shirt.  
 
Fall Retreat - Nov. 1 -3 on Relationships.  You won't 
want to miss this!  It is the last day of the grading 
period so it will be a  nice stress free break and you 
won't have to go to school on Monday or Tuesday 
afterwards.  We will leave Friday around 5pm and 
return to St. Francis around 5pm on Sunday.  We are 
going to the mountains of Keezletown, VA.  
 
Teen Lectors Needed - Please contact Cathy Mitch-
ell at c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org if interested 
in being a Teen Lector at the Teen Mass.

REMINDER!
8th Grade Confirmation Preparation

Mandatory Confirmation Meeting for Parents
Wednesday, October 16 at 7:30pm in Parish Hall



Preferential Option for the Poor Fund (POP) 
Committee is accepting parishioner nominations for fall POP Fund 
gifts.  Eligible groups include local, national, or international charitable 
organizations as well as religious orders, provided a primary mission 
of the group is lessening the hardships of the poor. Written nomina-
tions are required and should include the following: a description of the 
organization; a brochure and web site address; a suggested donation 
amount; an explanation of the parishioner’s connection to the group; 
and a description of how the donation would support the group’s activi-
ties. Individual mission projects cannot be supported. Nominations 
should be submitted to the church office no later than October 18.

St. Francis 
Council 11136 News
Oct 12/13 - Purcellville Tag Day Sale
Oct 12/13 - Share Sunday Food Collection at 
all Masses
Oct 14 - Council Business Meeting with Rosary 7:10pm and 
Meeting 7:30pm
Oct 20 - Blood Drive at the Purcellville Safty Center
Oct 28 - Fraternal Meeting with Meeting at 7:30pm
 
All men of the parish are invited to join the Knights of Colum-
bus the largest Catholic, lay, service organization in the world.  
We are over 1.8 million members serving the Catholic Church, 
our Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism.
 
Please see the Council website www.kofc11136.org/ or email 
kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info or any questions.

Donations for Mobile Hope for At Risk Children 
in Loudoun County
The Giving Tree Committee will be collecting these items through 
October 20.  Please contact Erin Bucci at buccierin@comcast.net/540-
338-5402 if you have questions or would like to help. 
Mobile Hope is in desperate need of the following items:  Mac and 
cheese, fruit cups, peanut butter, tuna salad, chicken salad, juices, dry 
milk, soups, cereal, vegetable cups, pudding, raisins, chef boyardee 
cups, ramen noodles, pop tarts, crackers, etc. 
Anything that is in individual sizes!!!  Also 
needed are diapers (of all sizes) and baby 
wipes.  Please place items in Mobile Hope 
container in the narthex.  Thank you for your 
continued generosity to our neighbors in need!

Blood Drive Sunday October 20
Our next 2013 blood drive begins the second centennial phase of the 
Blood Donor Program with the drive at the Purcellville Fire and 
Rescue Station. Mark your calendars and join a wonderful program. 
Participate with awesome donors and volunteers and make the Gift of 
Life locally available for those in need of lifesaving blood products. 
The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling info.

Shopping on Amazon?  
Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish website 
www.saintfrancisparish.org and St. Francis parish receives a percent-
age of your purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visitor.  Any 
questions, please call Diane Morano at 338-6381 or d.morano@saint-
francisparish.org

Saturday, October 19
Washing, painting, dusting, organizing and 
general cleaning are all in order for the day.  We 
could use one or two power washers if you have 
one to lend. We will start at 9:30am and go to 
about noon. Come for an hour or two, or stay 
the whole morning! To sign-up, contact Michael 
Galdo at m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org

St. Francis de Sales’ Christian 
Family Movement presents 

Wisdom and Grace for 
Marriage & Parenting 
~ a 5-part workshop series 
We invite married couples to join us for a 
discussion series on their dual vocation of 
marriage and parenting. The five meetings 
are based on Catholic teaching on mar-
riage and draw upon research in marriage 
and parenting skills.  Each meeting focuses on a distinct topic aimed 
at engaging married couples in the life of faith rooted in baptism and 
expressed in action. Couples will learn how their skills as parents can 
also help their marriages—and how their skills at marriage will help 
their parenting. Meeting the second Sunday of the month, November 
through March, 3-5pm. Registrants are encouraged to attend all 5 ses-
sions. $20 registration fee covers the cost of materials, refreshments, 
and babysitting.
To register or for more information, contact Dan & Beth McKenna 
mckennau@gmail.com, 540-822-5741

Allder Montessori School is off to a great 
start this year! 
Located in Purcellville, the school offers both a primary program (ages 
3-6, half and full day kindergarten) and an elementary program (ages 
6-9). Classes are five days per week. Each academic program integrates 
an Atrium for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and follows the whole-
child educational philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. Limited space 
is still available for immediate enrollment. We are currently accepting 
applications for children ages 3-5, and 6-9 year olds with previous 
Montessori training. Tours are available by appointment. For more 
information, please contact Heather West at hwest12@verizon.net.



The 40 Days for Life  
is a coordinated internation-
al pro-life mobilization. We 
pray that, with God's help, 
this will mark the beginning of the end of abortion in 
our community -- and beyond.  We are also invited 
to fast throughout these 40 days.  Christ said there 
are demons that can only be driven out by prayer and 
fasting. A fast is a powerful means of drawing closer to 
God by blocking out distractions.  Choose something 
each week through November 4 to fast from such as 
television, fast food, or an act or inaction that separates 
you from God.  

October Baby Bottle Campaign Our 
parish will be collecting money through our 
baby bottle campaign for Birthright.  Please 
pick up your baby bottle in the Narthex for 
your family to put money in during the month 
of October.  Checks are welcome also!  Filled 
bottles can be brought back to the Narthex at 
the end of October.  But if you forget—we 

can accept it anytime!

Spiritual Adoption
Begins this month.  See display in Narthex.  More info 
or Certificates contact Sue at cypher6@verizon.net

Month 2 for Baby 

Project Rachel Ministry Women's 
Retreat ~ November 15-17
The Project Rachel Ministry (to help post-abortion 
women) is in need of gift bags for the women at-
tendees.  Throughout the month October, there will be 
gift bags available in the Narthex for you to pick up.  
Please fill them w/any of these items:
matching shower gel & body lotion, notebook, pen, 
candle, tissues, potpourri, individually wrapped choco-
lates &/or candy.  
Please return the bags to the church by Sunday Octo-
ber 27th.  Thanks so much for your help!

Thank you for praying 
for me.  I am two months 
old now and about 2 
inches long.  Look! You 
can see my eyes, nose, 
and mouth.  I will use 
them to experience God’s 
world after I am born. 

How Are We Saved?
  In May, The Huffington Post ran an article proclaiming: “Pope says Athe-
ists are Saved by Doing Good Works.” A week ago our son came home with 
a study guide for his World History class that stated: “Catholics believe people 
EARN salvation”.  Although the Church has always maintained that man can 
only be saved by God’s grace alone there is ongoing confusion on the part of 
non-believers and believers as to how we are “saved” and whether eternal life 
in the glory of heaven can be earned – or merited – by our good works. 
  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) teaches that, “By his 
glorious Cross Christ has won salvation for all men. He redeemed them from 
the sin that held them in bondage” (1741).  By his Passion, Jesus has assured 
everyone (even atheists) a place in heaven - but it does not mean that we have 
a guarantee of heaven.  That distinction depends on whether one chooses to 
believe in Jesus, cooperate with God’s grace, and avoid sin. As it states in the 
Catechism:

 

  “Justification” is a grace conferred at Baptism. It cleanses us of sin and 
connects us to the life of our Trinitarian God; we become his adopted children.  
Our participation in the life of God, specifically the love of Christ, becomes the 
source of our good works. As the Catechism states, “the merit of good works is 
to be attributed in the first place to the grace of God, then to the faithful.  Man’s 
merit, moreover, itself is due to God” (2008). Good works, then, are a natural 
consequence of an authentic faith in Christ, our natural response as a child of 
God. It is evident that faith and good works are inseparable – and necessary to 
obtain eternal life.  Pope Francis summarized the relationship between faith, 
salvation, and good works beautifully when he said, “Faith in Christ brings sal-
vation because in him our lives become radically open to a love that precedes 
us, a love that transforms us from within, acting in us and through us.”
Salvation is a gift and yet like any gift it can be lost or rejected. Obtaining the 
joy of heaven, therefore, can be impacted by our personal choices and actions. 
The Catechism reminds us that, “sin is diametrically opposed to the obedience 
of Jesus, which achieves our salvation” (1851); but through regular prayer, 
partaking in the sacraments and acting on the virtues of faith, hope and love we 
will be saved – thanks be to God. 
  Please read more about Justification, Grace and Merit in Part Three, 
Chapter Three, Article 2 of the Catechism (1987-2011).

From The Catechism…. 
by Beth Gallegos

The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a statement of what Catholics believe 
and why, without ambiguity. It is God’s truth revealed, beautifully composed 
and intended to be studied and shared.  The Catechism’s presentation of the 
faith and Catholic doctrine shed light on a world riddled with confusion. Once 
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Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who sent him for our 
salvation is necessary for obtaining that salvation. Since "without 
faith it is impossible to please [God]" and to attain to the fellow-
ship of his sons, therefore without faith no one has ever attained 
justification, nor will anyone obtain eternal life 'But he who en-
dures to the end.’  (161) 


