
  

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time      September 29, 2013

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Fazio Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE, Sunday Bulletin
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mr. Michael Galdo, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm 
(Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am; Tuesday and 
Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 
noon Mass until 5pm. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
First Friday -  Adoration continues throughout the 
night with Benediction at 8:45am Saturday.  A Scrip-
tural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. 
A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am 
Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy 
Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements with 
the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 9:30am 
and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the month at 
7pm. Call the office for details. 

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and admin-
ister the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please call the 
office to let us know your needs.

September 29:  Feast of the Archangels



    

Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Sept. 28 Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Judith D. Haenel
Sun., Sept. 29 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am Sister Catherine Murphy
 10:30 am + Michael HietzmanJoan Nickless
 12:30 pm Wallace Fitzgerald, Michael Fitzgerald
   6:00 pm + Judy Haenel
Mon. Sept. 30 Saint Jerome
        9:00 am + Jerome and + Loretta Franda
Tue., October 1 Saint Therese of the Child Jesus
   6:30 am Joan Mallin
Wed., October 2 The Holy Guardian Angels
   9:00 am + Maria L. Nettleton
Thu., October 3 Weekday
   6:30 am Michael Fitzgerald; Heather Fitzgerald
Fri., October 4 First Friday; Saint Francis of Assisi
   6:30 am Pope Francis; Charles Fazio
 12:00 noon James J. Morano
Sat., October 5 First Saturday
   9:00 am + John Cipollone
Sat., October 5 Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Daniel Earl
Sun., October 6 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the D’Elia and  
   Curran families
   8:30 am Mrs. Willard’s Religious Ed Students
 10:30 am People of the Parish
 12:30 pm Ruth Thurman
   6:00 pm + Judy Haenel

This Week
Tue., Oct. 1 Salvation Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Oct. 2 SoulStitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Oct. 3 Salvation Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - September 22 $    12,939
YEAR TO DATE     $  192,539

Electronic Offertory for August $    20,718
Building our Faith for August $      5,026

 Calling All Volunteers!
The mission of the Building Our Faith Financial 
Stewardship Committee is to build a vibrant parish com-
munity through outreach, fundraising, formation and fun! 
Our new parish education center is going to provide all pa-
rishioners with a wonderful gathering place to nurture and 
cultivate our faith. Our fundraising initiatives are targeted 
to both raise funds to pay for our new building and to bring 
the community together! We need volunteers to assist with 
community building events, an annual auction gala and a 
parish pledge drive. 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact Beth 
Gruneisen at bagruneisen@hotmail.com or 703.615.0331.

Mark your calendar: 
Flu Shots Sunday October 13th
Parish nurses will be assisting INOVA 
Health Source to administer Flu shots in 
the Oratory between 8am and 12noon. 
 

Monday:  Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23; 
  Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday:  Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8; Ps 91:1-6, 10-11; Mt 18:1-5, 10
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8-11; 
  Lk 10:1-12
Friday:  Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9; Lk 10:13-16
Saturday:  Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-37; Lk 10:17-24
Sunday:  Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; 
  2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 29, 2013

[K]eep the commandment without stain or reproach 
until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ.

— 1 Timothy 6:14



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q. What does “CCD” in religious education stand for? 
–Elliot B.
A.  Excellent question!  Did you know that most Catho-
lics, including catechists (and some DRE’s), don’t know 
what those 3 letters stand for?  CCD stands for Confra-
ternity of Christian Doctrine.  The term originated in 
Rome, Italy in 1562 when CCD was first established as an 
association with the purpose of teaching Catholic religious 
education in a systematical way.  Later it got nicknamed 
simply as “catechism.”  And the word catechism comes 
from the Greek meaning “to teach orally” (word of 
mouth). 
 
Q. What is “First Saturday”?  Is it always the first 
Saturday of the month or the Saturday that follows First 
Friday? 
–Anonymous
A.  First Saturday of the month is a devotional day in the 
Catholic Church when we specially honor the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  It is determined by the calendar and not 
by the First Friday devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
 
Q. Is it bad to leave Mass right after communion? –“Z.”
A. Yes, unless you have an emergency or very impor-
tant reason to leave.  It’s worse than leaving the family 
dinner table early without first being excused either by 
mom or dad.  You know what would happen if you did 
that.  [When I was in my teens someone told me not to 
leave Mass early because at the Last Supper, when Jesus 
celebrated the first Mass, only Judas left early…right after 
communion!  In all my Catholic life I don’t ever recall 
leaving Mass early.  It’s probably because my family 
never did that.]
 
Q. Father, will God still love me if I get divorced? –
Anonymous
A. Yes, undoubtedly, he will!  God says in Psalm 34:19-
20, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted, saves those 
whose spirit is crushed.  Many are the troubles of the just, 
but the Lord delivers from them all.”  Let me know if you 
need counseling during your difficult transition.  Keep 
in mind that you can continue to receive the sacraments 
if you get divorced.  It is only those who divorce and 
remarry outside the Catholic Church that cannot receive 
the sacraments until their marriage is reconciled.
 
Q. What was the (Blessed Virgin) Mary’s last name? 
–Katy
A.  They did not use last names in the time of Jesus so 
Mary didn’t actually have one.

New Parish Council Members for 2013-14
 
  With great joy our new parish council members met for the first time 
on September 12, 2013.  These dedicated parishioners are very excited to 
serve in their mission as special advisors to the pastor.  They come from var-
ied backgrounds and from basically all the corners of our parish boundary 
(and outside as well).  But everyone had great insights as to how we can be-
come an even better parish.  They all had a chance to express their thoughts.  
The highly spirited discussion went on for nearly 3-1/2 hours!  I reminded 
them that this is their forum and I really wanted them to speak their mind 
so I accounted for only 5% (max) of the time and mostly to respond to 
questions directed at me.  Now that everyone is pretty much introduced and 
settled in we will try to keep the future meetings at 1-1/2 hours.  They also 
decided to meet every 3 months and offered to come to a meeting whenever 
I need them.  What a great crew!
        In case you’re wondering why there was no pastoral council until 
recently, it is because there was only a parish administrator for 3-1/2 years 
after Father Kelly died.  The parish council is automatically dissolved once 
the pastor is no longer in the parish and cannot form a new one until the 
new pastor is installed.  It wasn’t until July 1 last year that I was installed 
as pastor so I spent the year surveying pastors from within and outside our 
diocese inquiring how they formed their parish council.  While attending a 
priest conference in Nashville this summer I had one more great chance to 
speak to priests from different dioceses inquiring about their parish councils.  
They overwhelmingly recommended “handpicking” who is best suited as 
advisors as opposed to an election.  This makes sense as Jesus personally 
selected his apostles, the pope picks his own cardinals, and our nation’s pres-
ident does the same for his cabinet members.  Election sometimes results in 
a popularity contest and leaves out lesser-known but wiser advisers because 
they live a quiet holy life.
  I also realized that there is no set format for a parish council and it’s 
up to the pastor to decide what works best for the parish.  The one common 
guide in circulation for the last several years found in various dioceses was 
actually written by our late Bishop John Keating back in 1984.  You can ac-
cess this guide and the list of our current council members plus their contact 
info on our parish website under “Parish Council.”  The criteria I used in se-
lecting the members had these “must have” qualifications:  Devout Catholic 
in good standing who faithfully goes to Mass weekly and mostly attends our 
parish; accepts wholeheartedly the pope and the Church’s teachings & not 
opposed to making a public profession of faith (as is normally required for 
staff, catechists, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, etc.), loves Saint Francis de 
Sales parish, currently active participating in some volunteer work capacity 
in the parish, one who is willing to represent parishioners’ concerns, and 
one who is willing to work with the pastor.  During the time of discernment 
I prayed to the Lord for who would be best suited for this year’s council 
members and I came up with the following 12 names & positions.  To my 
delight, all 12 parishioners unanimously and graciously accepted!
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

(for  the names of our new Parish Council, please see next page)



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; 
Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; Specialist Sean 
Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. 
Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew 
Ryan, Col. Robert A. Couser
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran, Jan Furlow
The Deceased: Catherine Lovell, Barbara Curtis, Mildred Gilmore, 
Michael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary Schreck, John Ho-
henstein, Mary Mulvihill, Mary Hall, Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, 
Barbara Ely, Maria Crawford, Betty Humphries, Santos Ramos, Helen 
Driscoll, Carl and Noah Woodland, Joyce Bingenheimer, June Young

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Got ‘em!

• Congratulations, Catechist volunteers! We filled every 
teaching post just in time for last Sunday’s CCD opening day. 
Thank you so much for your generous help!!!

•  New altar servers—Boys who are 4th grade and up are 
invited to participate in the altar servers’ training on October 
5 & 12 from 9am to Noon.  We begin with the 9am Mass 
and candidates are required to attend both training sessions.  
Contact our office to register (540.338.6381).

•  Items for Purcellville Town-Wide Tag Sale—Donate items 
for this fundraiser.  Proceed benefits will go 100% to our parish 
center building fund.  Check the bulletin insert for more details.
 
•  New Junior Altar Society (JAS) members—Girls 5th 
grade and up are invited to join our elite liturgical team 
(currently 18 in number) training on October 6 from 1:45 to 
4pm. Their ministry consists of preparing the church for Sun-
day Mass. These specially trained young women wear the 
distinctive blue, white and gold sash as a sign that they have 
received the proper training on the Liturgy of the Word and 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist and qualified to arrange the sanc-
tuary for the celebration of the Mass.  They set up the sacred 
vessels and make sure that the Roman Missal and Lectionary 
are properly marked for the Mass.  They also reset the altar 
and the sanctuary after Mass.  The JAS team work closely 
with the priest and the Mass coordinators.  The JAS is proud 
of their ministry and appreciate learning the intricate details 
of the Mass. Contact our office to register (540.338.6381).
 
•  We need a volunteer Middle School youth coordina-
tor—In the previous years we’ve had a nice group of middle 
school youth ministry and our new parish council strongly 
recommended that we continue this important mission. What 
we need is a new coordinator(s) to lead them. Contact our 
Religious Education office or me if you’re interested. 

• A new Director of Religious Education (DRE)—Melissa 
Gobs is retiring as DRE after nearly 9 years of great service 
at the end of the month.  Please pray, and even fast, that the 
Lord sends us another great DRE.  Please read my Shep-
herd’s Notes column from last weekend for more details.

• It’s not too late to ecommend a name for the upcoming 
RCIA!—Do you know of anyone who might be interested 
in learning more about the Catholic Church and sign up for 
RCIA that meets on Tuesdays (7:30pm)?  Please contact me 
directly or our Religious Ed office.

You can contact me directly for your response by phone 
(540-338-6381 ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@
gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Salvatore Firetti
August 5, 2013

May the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Please keep the parish council members and Father 
Escalante in your prayers that they may have a great and 
fruitful year serving Saint Francis de Sales parish.

Charity/Social Outreach:  Dennis Godfrey (Philomont/Bluemont)
Knights of Columbus:  John Haraburda (Hamilton)
Liturgy/Mass Coordinator:  Laura Burgess (Purcellville)
Maintenance:  Greg Wojtkun (Hillsboro/Lovettsville)
Music:  Mike O'Neill (Hamilton)
Historian:  Dorothy Cooper (Round Hill)
Religious Education [CCD, VBS]:  Kerry Smith (Purcellville)
Religious Education [Adult Ed, Private/Homeschool]: 
  John Stanmeyer (Purcellville)
Respect Life:  Sue Cypher (Leesburg)
Ushers:  Victor Blake (Lincoln)
Women’s Council:  Nora Hamilton (Purcellville)
Youth Ministry (High School, Middle School): Mark Darnell 
 (Purcellville)

Annual Animal Blessing Friday, October 4, 6pm
St Francis is having its Annual Blessing of the 
Animals. The One Day You Can Bring Your Ani-
mals to Church. In honor of St. Francis’s Feast Day, 
we are inviting all Pets and their Owners to come 
and be blessed by Father Escalante. Each year we 
have a variety of animals from fish to horses. We are 
expecting some goats this year! Come and join us.





A Message from the Finance Council

Shopping on Amazon?  
Consider beginning your shopping at the St. Francis web-
site.  Simply enter the Amazon site search box on the parish 
website and St. Francis parish receives a percentage of your 
purchase amount!  It does not affect your cost and it doesn’t 
matter if you purchase using your Amazon account or visi-
tor.  From our first week in the program and from 5 pur-
chases, we made $1.55!  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Business Office.

Use Your Smartphone or Tablet to Make 
Your Contributions
If you have a smart phone or tablet, you can access the Saint       
Francis Parish Giving site using the QR code below.

  

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE

Thanks to all who are participating in our build-
ing campaign!  You have made our new building 
possible.
We invite those who are new to the parish to be a 
part of this wonderful project.  Don’t be left out.  
Call the business office today to make your gift to 
the generations to come!  

             Campaign Update
Total  Pledged:  336 
Total Parish Families:   1510
Total Pledged:  $ 1,974,276
Total Paid:  $ 1,565,660
Due:   $    408,615
  

 In May 2013, we passed the final approvals from Loudon 
County, and construction of our long awaited parish center be-
gan!  Construction began almost immediately, and the struc-
ture is rapidly taking shape.  The construction costs for the par-
ish center will be the primary focus of our finances for the next 
year, and beyond.  In the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013, ex-
penses for architects, engineers and permits totaled $186,867.  
The first construction costs of $745,024 were also paid in this 
fiscal year.  Total cost of the building is estimated at $8.1 mil-
lion.  The project is being financed by a loan from the Diocese 
of Arlington once parish savings are depleted. The term of the 
loan is 10 years.
 Regular operations for the year ended with a net surplus of 
$207,308, which will primarily be used in the building project.  
Sunday collections saw an increase of 8% after several years 
of decline.  The increased offertory program in the fall of 2012 
was a great success.  Increased offertory helps to offset some 
of the cost of several parish activities, including our religious 
education and other youth programs.  We have 850 students in 
grades K-8 and another 120 teenagers participating in Youth 
Ministry programs.

 It’s so easy!  Did you know that you can have your 
weekly offering automatically debited from your check-
ing account or credit card?  You choose how much to 
give, how often to give and what method of payment is 
to be used.  You can also make Building Our Faith pledge 
payments, Religious Educatioan fees, Youth Ministry do-
nations and Holiday offerings.  You have all the control.  
You can access your account at any time, view your con-
tribution history, change your billing/date/method, and 
even print out tax statements.  It’s simple, convenient and 
our parish will benefit significantly by reducing adminis-



Melissa Gobs, DRE 
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Sept. 22 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Sept. 23 Grades K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Sept. 24 Grades 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Sept. 25 Grades 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Sept. 29 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Sept. 30 Grades K, 2, 8  - 4:30pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 1 Grades 3,6,7 - 4:30pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 2 Grades 1, 4, 5, 8 -  4:30pm, at St. Francis

Religious Ed Calendar

NOTE TO CONFIRMATION PARENTS & CANDIDATES:
We would like to take the 8th Grade Confirmation 
class to the Fired Up Rally in Manassas. I need to 
see what kind of interest there is to attend. It will be a 
great way to kick off the final year of preparation for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. Please contact Janice at 
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org if you are interested in 
attending! 

October Trip to the Volunteer 
Farm in Woodstock
All parish families are invited to join 
our 7th and 8th graders when we 
visit the Volunteer Farm on Monday, 
October 14 (Columbus Day, school 
holiday) to harvest vegetables. The food goes to Blue Ridge 
and Capitol Area Food Banks, and soup kitchens. They 
have a bountiful harvest this year thanks to a new irrigation 
system, which means no more picking up rocks!
We will leave St. Francis de parking lot at 7:30am and return 
around 1:45pm.
Drivers always needed!
For more info or to sign up, email Janice at 
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org. All St. Francis de Sales 
families are welcom to join us, particularly  7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation students who are earning service hours. Bring 
friends and siblings! 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sun-
day. All Teens are welcome. Join us 
in the front left 3 rows of church as 
we celebrate the Teen Mass together.  
 
ATTENTION:  We are moving the youth group to 
4pm on Sunday nights.  We will meet from 4-6pm and 
then to Teen Mass.  Starting Sept. 8th.  
 
Youth Group -  Sept. 29nd, 4-6  All rising freshman 
invited to join us for Youth Group every Sunday night 
NEW TIME 4-6pm.  Then go to Teen Mass with us.  
Friends always invited!!!  
 
Youth Group Kick Off and Workcamp Reunion - Join 
us on Sept 29th for the Youth Group Kick Off and 
Workcamp Reunion.  Yummy Food, Wacky Games, 
Crazy Fun, and lots of prizes!!!  All High School Teens 
Invited!!!  Pay your $150 deposit for Workcamp to 
guarantee your spot.  (Space is limited, Workcamp is 
June 22-28 in Pittsburgh, PA)
 
Youth Rally:  Coming Soon, Oct. 27th.  Save the date!!!  
 
Fall Retreat - Nov. 1 -3.  Keezletown, VA.  
 
Teen Lectors Needed - Please contact Cathy Mitchell 
at c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org if interested in 
being a Teen Lector at the Teen Mass.

After nine years of blessed 
service to our parish, Melissa 
Gobs has resigned her posi-
tion to enjoy full-time mother-
hood. Please join us in the 
Parish Hall today after the 
12:30pm Mass to offer a fond 
farewell to Melissa. 
Refreshments will be served!



Preferential Option for the Poor Fund (POP) 
Committee is accepting parishioner nominations for fall POP Fund 
gifts.  Eligible groups include local, national, or international charitable 
organizations as well as religious orders, provided a primary mission of 
the group is lessening the hardships of the poor. Written nominations are 
required and should include the following: a description of the organiza-
tion; a brochure and web site address; a suggested donation amount; an 
explanation of the parishioner’s connection to the group; and a descrip-
tion of how the donation would support the group’s activities. Individual 
mission projects cannot be supported.
Nominations should be submitted to the church office no later than 
October 18.

St. Francis 
Council 11136 News

St. Francis de Sales’ Knights of Colombus will be participating 
in the Purcellville Tag Sale, Oct.ober 12-13. The Knights will 
be collecting gently used goods from parishioners for resale at 
the Tag Sale.  Beginning September 30, there will be a pick up 
location near the entrance to St. Francis de Sales Parking Lot.  
Please have your items dropped off prior to 7pm as they will be 
collected daily. No clothing or electronics please.  
If you have any questions or can help out please contact Paul or 
Julie Kerstanski, pkerstanski@hotmail.com or 540-668-7089.

October 5th - Spaghetti Dinner 
October 5/6 - Share Sunday Bag Distribution at all Masses
Oct 12/13 - Purcellville Tag Day Sale
Oct 12/13 - Share Sunday Food Collection at all Masses
Oct 14 - Council Business Meeting with Rosary 7:10 and at 
Meeting 7:30
Oct 20 - Blood Drive at the Purcellville Safty Center
Oct 28 - Fraternal Meeting with Meeting at 7:30
 
All men of the parish are invited to join the Knights of Colum-
bus the largest Catholic, lay, service organization in the world.  
We are over 1.8 million members serving the Catholic Church, 
our Priests and our communities in the spirit of Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity and Patriotism.
 
Please see the Council website www.kofc11136.org/ or email 
kofc11136@kofc11136.org for more info or any questions.

Donations for Mobile Hope for At Risk 
Children in Loudoun County!  
Mobile Hope was established about 2 years ago to help “precariously 
housed” and “at risk youth” living in Loudoun County.  They work to 
ensure that each child who visits the Mobile Hope unit has access to 
clothes, food, toys, books, hot meals and personal care items.  Other 
services will soon be added to make sure each child has access to ev-
erything needed for a happy and healthy childhood. To date,  over 2200 
children have been helped and almost 1000 children in Loudoun County 
have been identified as homeless, meaning that these children do not go 
to the same stable, safe bed every night.  If you would like to volunteer, 
or know a child at risk, please call Mobile Hope at 703-771-1400.  The 
Giving Tree Committee will be collecting these items through October 
20.  Please contact Erin Bucci at buccierin@comcast.net/540-338-5402 
if you have questions or would like to help. 
Mobile Hope is in desperate need of the following items:  Mac and 
cheese, fruit cups, peanut butter, tuna salad, chicken salad, juices, dry 
milk, soups, cereal, vegetable cups, pudding, raisins, chef boyardee cups, 
ramen noodles, pop tarts, 
crackers, etc. Anything that 
is in individual sizes!!!  Also 
needed are diapers (of all sizes) 
and baby wipes.  Please place 
items in Mobile Hope contain-
er in the narthex.  Thank you 
for your continued generosity 
to our neighbors in need!

Come one... come all....
The Knights of Columbus invite all to a 
Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, October 5 
immediately following the 5pm Mass. Come 
enjoy some delicious food and great conver-
sation with your fellow parishioners. Dinner 
is a free will offering that supports the many 
activities of the Council.

Blood Drive Sunday October 20
Our next 2013 blood drive begins the second centennial phase of the 
Blood Donor Program with the drive at the Purcellville Fire and 
Rescue Station. Mark your calendars and join a wonderful program. 
Participate with awesome donors and volunteers and make the Gift of 
Life locally available for those in need of lifesaving blood products. 
The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling info.

Music Announcements
The Children’s Choir Fall season has begun.  It is not too late to join.  
Rehearsals are Thursdays at 4:30pm in the Church.  The choir is open to 
all students in Grades 1-8.  The Choir will sing on All Saints, a few 8:30 
Sunday Masses, and the Christmas Eve 5 pm Mass.
Download an mp3 of the new Gloria at the music webpage 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/music-1/ 
Interested in singing?  We are in need of more cantors for 5 pm and 12 
pm and members for the 10:30 am choir.  Please contact Michael Galdo 
if you would like to join our music ministry.



Diocesan Pilgrimage and Global Rosary Simulcast
Saint Francis de Sales will be chartering a bus to take our parishioners to the bienni-
al Pilgrimage  to the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington 
DC, Saturday October 12th. The bus will depart the parking lot at 8am and return 
by 5:30pm. In addition, we will join together with the Holy Father, the Diocese of 
Rome and the universal church as we pray the Rosary via satellite Simulcast with 
10 Marion Shrines throughout the world. The Basilica has been chosen as one of 
the ten and one of the five leading a decade of the Rosary. 
Bishop Loverde:
“I encourage you to make this Pilgrimage the first step 
in your recommitment to an intentional faith, whereby 
the Lord Jesus is the center of your life. The sacrifices 
you make in spending time with Jesus and in other 
activities will bear great fruit in your spiritual life. The 
Diocesan Pilgrimage is one small journey in the larger 
pilgrimage each one of us is making- the pilgrimage to 
join Mary and the saints at the finish line: in Heaven 
with the Lord!” 
Let’s run the race well, together! 
Please contact Nora Hamilton 540-338-2856 for 
reserve a seat.  $20 per person, $10 for each additional 
family member. 

The 40 Days for Life  is 
a coordinated international 
pro-life mobilization. We pray 
that, with God's help, this will 
mark the beginning of the end of abortion in our commu-
nity -- and beyond.  We are also invited to fast throughout 
these 40 days.  Christ said there are demons that can only 
be driven out by prayer and fasting. A fast is a powerful 
means of drawing closer to God by blocking out distrac-
tions.  Choose something each week through November 4 
to fast from such as television, fast food, or an act or inac-
tion that separates you from God.  

The month of October Baby Bottle Campaign 
Our parish will be collecting money through our 
baby bottle campaign for Birthright.  Please pick 
up your baby bottle in the Narthex for your family 
to put money in during the month of October.  
Checks are welcome also!  Filled bottles can be 
brought back to the Narthex at the end of October.  
But if you forget—we can accept it anytime!

Spiritual Adoption
  Children and families are asked to pray for an unborn 
baby through our Spiritual Adoption during this school 
year.   You can name your spiritually adopted baby and 
watch the baby’s development over the next 9 months 
through information and pictures in the Narthex.  We will 
end with a baby shower of donated items that will benefit 
the babies and mothers of Birthright in Leesburg.  CCD 
families will receive the information the week of Oct. 5.  
Participation Certificates for children not in CCD can be 
picked up in the Narthex. This is a joyful and prayerful 
way to share the gift of life with our children.  If you have 
any questions contact Sue at cypher6@verizon.net.  

Project Rachel Ministry Women's 
Retreat ~ November 15-17
The Project Rachel Ministry (to help post-abortion 
women) is in need of gift bags for the women 
attendees.  Throughout the month October, there 
will be gift bags available in the Narthex for you 
to pick up.  Please fill them w/any of these items:
matching shower gel & body lotion, notebook, 
pen, candle, tissues, potpourri, individually 
wrapped chocolates &/or candy.  
Please return the bags to the church by Sunday 
October 27th.  Thanks so much for your help!


