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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish commu-
nity. You may fill out a registration form in the parish 
office during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 10pm. On First 
Friday, Adoration continues throughout the night with Benediction at 8:45am 
Saturday. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. A Holy 
Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make arrangements 
with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second Saturday at 
9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is the last Friday of the 
month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and 
administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon request. Please 
call the office to let us know.

Where is the foolish person who would think it in his or her power to commit more than God could forgive?  St. Francis de Sales



    
Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., June 8 Vigil: Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm Special Intention
Sun., June 9 Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am Tim Beglau
   8:30 am + Clinton Humphries
 10:30 am + Anne Marie Hooks
 12:30 pm Charles Schollenberger
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon. June 10 Weekday
        9:00 am + Joan Moore 
Tue., June 11 Saint Barnabas
   6:30 am + Pasquale Troisi
Wed., June 12 Weekday
   9:00 am + Jean Perdue
Thu., June 13 Saint Anthony of Padua
   6:30 am + Alfred J. Baeck
Fri., June 14 Weekday
   6:30 am   + Jerry Harold Huff
 12:00 noon Charles Schollenberger
Sat., June 15 Weekday
   9:00 am + Patricia McCarthy
Sat., June 16 Vigil: Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm Andrea Todd
Sun., June 16 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am + For the deceased members of the Butt and
   Somer families
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Butch and + Nancy Cutrara
 12:30 pm Ruth Mae Prohaska
   6:00 pm + John Bikowski

This Week
Mon., June 10 Knights of Columbus - 7pm, Parish Hall
Tue. June 11 Revelation Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., June 12 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - June 2  $    15,014
YEAR TO DATE     $  678,627
2nd Collection   $     3 ,653   

Electronic Offertory for May $    21,532
Building Our Faith for May $      5,433

The Baptism instruction classes for June and August will be 
held on Friday, June 21 and Friday, August 23. Please note 
the change from the usually scheduled last Friday of the 
month. 

HOPE AND LIFE
  Today’s readings tell the story of two widows. The first reading 
relates the plight of the widow with whom the prophet Elijah stayed; the 
Gospel tells about the widow of Nain. In each story, the widow’s only 
son had died. For people who lived in those cultures, the son was the 
only support of a widow, and the carrying on of the family name by the 
son was equal to immortality. A widow whose only son has died could 
lose all hope.
  Elijah and Jesus are the restorers of hope; they bring the sons back 
to life. Saint Paul was metaphorically raised from the dead when he ex-
perienced the conversion and call from God that he describes in today’s 
second reading.
  What are Christians called to do today? We may not be able to 
raise the dead, but perhaps we can rekindle hope for a single parent. We 
may not be able to convert a persecutor like Paul, but if we speak the 
gospel openly and gently with our lives, we might touch a life with the 
Good News.
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Monday:  2 Cor 1:1-7; Ps 34:2-9; Mt 5:1-12
Tuesday:  Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3; Ps 119:129-133,  
  135; Mt 5:13-16
Wednesday: 2 Cor 3:4-11; Ps 99:5-9; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15 — 4:1, 3-6; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; 
  Mt 5:20-26
Friday:  2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 116:10-11, 15-18; 
  Mt 5:27-32
Saturday:  2 Cor 5:14-21; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12; Mt 5:33- 
  37
Sunday:  2 Sm 12:7-10, 13; Ps 32:1-2, 5 7, 11; 
  Gal 2:16, 19-21; Lk 7:36 — 8:3 [7:36-50]

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 9, 2013

You changed my mourning into dancing;
O LORD, my God, forever will I give you thanks.

— Psalm 30:12, 13

First Holy Communion Banners 
The children’s banners from First Holy Communion are in the Narthex 
ready to be picked up. Don’t forget to get yours after Mass or anytime 
during the week. They make nice keepsakes of their 1st Holy Commu-
nion  Day. We will not be able to keep banners that are not picked up. 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  Did Jesus and the devil ever meet both in human form? –
Marissa Friedl
A.  The devil and his demons were only pure spirits since they were 
originally made as good angels.  They never had a human body and 
will never have one of their own.  However, Jesus did meet some of 
these evil spirits while they possessed the bodies of humans.  Jesus 
exorcised (drove out) those demons out and the formerly possessed 
people were returned back to their normal lives.
 
Q.  What does hell look like? –Avery
A.  In various eras of history God has allowed certain saints the 
grace of seeing a glimpse of hell.  They all said how difficult it was 
to describe just how scary and sad the punishments the souls go 
through in there.  They claim that there is no suffering on earth that 
comes close to what pain and sorrow the people and the demons 
experience in hell.  I’m going to mention one particular revela-
tion by Our Lady of Fatima in 1917 to the 3 young children.  Of 
the 3 secrets revealed, the first one was a vision of hell.  Sister 
Lucia Santos (one of the visionaries who later became a Discalced 
Carmelite nun in Portugal) wrote the details in these words:  "Our 
Lady showed us a great sea of fire which seemed to be under the 
earth. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls in human form, 
like transparent burning embers, all blackened or burnished 
bronze, floating about in the conflagration, now raised into the 
air by the flames that issued from within themselves together with 
great clouds of smoke, now falling back on every side like sparks 
in a huge fire, without weight or equilibrium, and amid shrieks and 
groans of pain and despair, which horrified us and made us tremble 
with fear. The demons could be distinguished by their terrifying and 
repulsive likeness to frightful and unknown animals, all black and 
transparent. This vision lasted but an instant. How can we ever be 
grateful enough to our kind heavenly Mother, who had already pre-
pared us by promising, in the first Apparition, to take us to heaven. 
Otherwise, I think we would have died of fear and terror."
 
Some may think that the explicit words might be a bit scary to 
publish in the bulletin and could scare some people especially the 
children.  However, it is important to note that Our Lady showed 
this vision of hell to the children who were only 7, 9 and 10 years 
old!  Part of the big problem we have in society today is that people 
no longer want to believe that there is a hell and that some people 
actually end up there forever.  We have lots of people committing 
crimes, serious sins, and living lifestyles not in conformity with 
God because no one reminds them about hell anymore.  On the 
other hand, you will find a lot of people who believe that practi-
cally everyone is going to heaven.  A healthy balance of learning 
both heaven and hell helps us to live a virtuous life and avoid sin.  
Jesus warns us, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is 
wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter through it are many.  How narrow the gate and constricted 
the road that leads to life.  And those who find it are few” (Matthew 
7:13-14).  Two classic rock songs seem to have a good insight to 
the afterlife.  Led Zeppelin’s “Stairway to Heaven” and AC/DC’s 
“Highway to Hell” seem to imply that a stairway is a sufficient 
enough path to channel people towards God’s paradise but a high-
way is needed for the heavy traffic of those heading towards the 
terrible kingdom of satan!

“Ushering” a new era
 
  After 8 years of dedicated service coordinating the ush-
ers program at our parish, Ed Mautner will be soon be handing 
the leadership baton to a fellow Knights of Columbus member, 
Victor Blake.  Ed has been wonderful in helping train new ushers 
for the past several years to serve at Sunday Masses and special 
events such as First Communion and Confirmation.  We will 
always be grateful to Ed’s big help in the ushering ministry.
 
         And thank you to Victor Blake for accepting the role of Ed’s 
successor.  Victor and his 4 daughters (Caitlin, Kerry, Kelsey and 
Kristen) have been actively helping with ushering for the past 
several years especially at the 12:30pm Sunday Masses.  And 
they are pretty good at it too!  They know the routine very well 
and the transition of scheduling and training ushers should go 
without a hitch.
 
  A lot of people aren’t aware how important the duty that 
comes along with the ushering ministry until they actually 
volunteer to help out.  The ushers are essential to helping the 
priests prepare the congregation for the celebration of the Mass.  
We have 6 Sunday Masses every weekend so the ushers are 
quite busy doing their dedicated silent work.  Perhaps that’s the 
reason why some pronounce their job as “hushers.”  In the early 
Christian church they were known as “porters” who guided the 
Christians to the celebration of the Mass at a secret and hidden 
location.  It was also their job to lead the worshipers to safety 
when a warning alert signaled persecutors seeking them out.  
They were operating underground because the pagan Roman 
government persecuted them for about three centuries.  Please let 
us know if you’re interested in joining the usher ministry.
 
                                    Your shepherd in Christ,
                                    Father Escalante



* * *   PASTOR’S WISH LIST   * * *

• Fortnight for Freedom Holy Hour participants—All parishioners are 
encouraged to come visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament sometime 
during our Friday adoration hours from 12:30-5pm and pray for the 
protection of religious liberty especially in our own nation on June 21 & 
28.  The nationwide Fortnight for Freedom is observed from June 21 – 
July 4.  More info next week.

•  Organizing the Arlington Diocese October 12, 2013 day-pilgrimage 
to the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in DC—Every 3 years 
our diocese holds a diocesan pilgrimage and it’s that time of the year.  
I’m looking for someone (or a few people) to organize this parish event.  
The main duty is promoting and coordinating/sign up of the bus trip.  
Please contact me directly if you’re interested.  This event is a Year of 
Faith activity.

 •  Recommend a name for next year’s RCIA—Our RCIA Class of 
2013 just ended with 14 new converts and several others who took the 
class as a refresher.  Do you know of anyone who might be interested in 
learning more about the Catholic Church and sign up for RCIA in Sep-
tember?  Please contact me directly or our Religious Education office.
 
•  Elijah Cup participants—In previous bulletins we launched a new 
vocations program called  the Elijah Cup.  Those participating may take 
the chalice/paten used for the Sunday Mass for a week and pray for vo-
cations (see 3/17/2013 bulletin for details on our website if you missed 
it).  Please contact Bob Craig directly if you wish to sign up: bcraig32@
comcast.net, 540.751.9832 (H), or 215.285.4885 (C). We’re hoping to 
kick off this program very soon!

You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 
ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” 
or in person.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Got ‘em!

•  After 8 years of great service coordinating our ushers’ program, Ed 
Mautner is handing the leadership baton to Victor Blake.  We thank Ed 
for his dedication in guiding the ushers.  We most certainly appreciate all 
his work.  And we are most thankful to Victor for graciously accepting 
his role.  He and his 4 daughters have been regular and very dependable 
ushers for the past few years.

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; 
Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; 
Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall; Specialist Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan 
Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl 
Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam; 1st Lt Matthew Ryan
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran
The Deceased: Marilyn Moffett, Mary Sierzega, Catherine 
Lovell, Barbara Curtis, Mildred Gilmore, Michael Lasher, 
Elizabeth Biddle, Rosemary Schreck, John Hohenstein, Mary 
Mulvihill, Mary Hall, Willliam Grady, Lidia Kelley, 
Barbara Ely

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Support Vocations
Saturday, June 15, from 3 to 4 pm
Join us for a Holy Hour here at St. Francis de Sales in gratitude 
for the recent consecration of Sr. Catherine Murphy, a former 
parishioner of St. Francis de Sales, and Sr. Martina, and for all 
who have supported their vocation. 
The Holy Hour will include the participation of other Sisters of 
The Spiritual Family who will wear their choir robes for prayer. 
Light refreshments will follow in the Church Hall including a 
slide presentation of the April 20th celebration of the Sisters's final 
Vows. 
Please join us for this joyful return of prayer for a vocation from 
our Parish. Families...bring your children to share in this joy, all 
are welcome!

Vans and Suv's needed for 
Workcamp!!!
We need passenger vans and SUV's with six-seat-
belts for Workcamp.  Please contact Jane Treado at 
janedhs78@aol.com if you are able to lend us your 
car.  We can give you a tax receipt for $500 for the 
donation of your van for the week of June 23-29.  
That is the price we would have to pay to rent 
vehicles.  If needed, we can trade you a car.  

Fiat Days Camp – June 30 to July 4 
Fiat Days is a camp for Catholic women in high school (rising 
freshmen – rising seniors) to deepen their faith, learn more about 
vocations, and to better discern God’s call in their lives. The cost 
is only $125 and spots are filling quickly. Register online at www.
arlingtonvocations.org.    



Melissa Gobs, DRE 
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

1st COMMUNION PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON-LINE
Bob Merhaut, our photographer for 1st Communion has now 
posted the portraits on-line for your review and purchase. Visit 
http://pictage.com/1433289 to register and select your photos. The 
group shot is the last picture you will click on in the group.

CONFIRMATION PHOTOS are still in production. Watch 
this space and your email for notification when these photos are 
available for preview and purchase. Thank you to David Guyre, 
who stepped up and offered to take the professional portrait for the 
mornring Confirmation group when he saw the need. Thank you to 
Hanah McIntyre for helping with the photography that day.

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Our 1st VBS “Mini-Camp” 
Friday, June 21 @ 6:30pm
Join us for an ice-cream social and a movie (title to 
be announced, will be rated “G”). Children rising K thru 
5th grade are invited. Younger siblings may come if 
accompanied by an adult. $1.50/person
Please rsvp j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

TIME TO SIGN UP FOR THE 
PURCELLVILLE 4TH OF JULY PARADE!  
All family members are welcome to join us this year on the Saint 
Francis de Sales parade float. All ages! Adults and children on 
decorated bikes and strollers are welcome to walk and ride along 
side of our float. Children can ride on the float! 
Please rsvp to Janice at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org to sign-up.
To truly identify ourselves as Catholics, we will have a statue of 
Mary, because Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception is the 
patron saint of the United States!

TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

Religious Education Registration for 2013-2014 will be 
emailed home in late June to all families currently enrolled in the 
Religious Education program. If you are new to the RE program, 
registration packets will be available in the Narthex at that time. 
Registration will be July 1 thru August 31.
We do our very best to ensure delivery of emails regarding regis-
tration, upcoming meetings, important Sacrament info, etc.
However, email filters will often block these messages due to the 
large volume of emails we send out. Or you may not get emails 
from us because we don’t have your current email address. If you 
are not receiving these our emails please contact the RE office.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the Teen 
Mass together. 
 
Graduating SENIORS!!! - Coming soon - Dinner at 
the Treado's. Look for the date to be announced soon. 
Congratulations to all those graduating this year.  We are 
very proud of you and all your achievements.  We will miss 
you terribly next year as you head off to college.  For 
those of you who are sticking around, we hope you visit 
often.  

Youth Group - June 9th, 7-9pm. All rising freshman 
invited to join us as we kick-off the summer. Friends 
always invited!!! 

Mandatory Workcamp Meetings - We also will have a 
short 15 minute meeting on June 16th 7:05-7:15pm. This 
is a logistics meeting and we need everyone to be in at-
tendance to go over all the details.  

Vans and Suv's needed!!! - We need 6 passenger vans 
and suv's for Workcamp. Please contact me if you are 
able to lend us your car. We can give you a tax receipt 
for $500 for the donation of your van for the week of 
June 23-29. That is the price we would have to pay to 
rent vehicles. If needed, we can trade you a car. 

ADULT Workcamp Meeting for adults going to Work-
camp - This will be the last time we meet before we go 
to workcamp so please be at this meeting Tuesday, June 
11th, 7:30-9pm.  

Teen Lectors Needed - Please contact Cathy Mitchell at 
c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org if interested in being a 
Teen Lector at the Teen Mass. 

Charity Golf Tournament - A big thanks goes out to all 
those who helped sponsor the golf tournament. Thanks to 
N~ask, ZETA Associates, Don & Kathy Vore, Paul Purdue, 
TJT Corporation, Prospect Waterproofing Company, 
Ancient Order of Hibernian's, Denis & Priscilla Godfrey, 
Green Acres Lawncare, Mark & Mary Darnell, Brian Ma-
honey, MRSL, Steve Sprague, Tony Papas, Valley Energy, 
Sean Callahan, Andy Doran, Jerry Fowler, David Lubbers, 
Karl Phillip, The Tire Shop Inc, Dan Coombs, Walker's 
Grille, Blue Ridge Grill, Loudoun Golf and Country Club,The 
Knights of Columbus, River Creek Golf Club, Stoneleigh 
Country Club, Wegmans, and The Wine Kitchen.
Thanks also to all those who help on the day of the golf 
tournament and to all those who golfed in the tourna-
ment. It was a lot of fun and a great success. 



National Homeschool Conference 
~ June 21-22
The Twelfth Annual Immaculate Heart of Mary National 
Homeschool and Parent Conference will be held at the 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl. D. 
Silver Parkway, in Fredericksburg, VA on Friday, June 21st 
(9am-9pm) and on Saturday, June 22 (9am-4:30pm).
Speakers include Fr. Andrew Apostoli, Fr. Joseph Mary 
Brown, Fr. Shannon Collins, Dr. Ray Guarendi, Prof. 
Joseph Pearce, Mrs. Colleen Hammond, and Virginia 
Seuffert. See www.ihmconference.org for full list of speak-
ers and vendors!  
This year’s conference will also feature a Teen Program 
and a Catholic College Fair! ADMISSION is FREE and 
NO PRE-REGISTRATION is REQUIRED!
Convenient, free parking! For more information, please call 
540-636-1946.

MINISTRY OF PRAISE  Pray-ers throughout 
our parish pray everyday for individual and parish needs. 
Prayer requests should be submitted each month in the 
box on the wall in the narthex. Seniors, handicapped, and 
homebound who serve with intercessory prayer are the core 
of the Ministry of Praise. For emergency prayer needs, call 
Dotty Gessner at 338-4218 or Sue Khalil at 338-6381.

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 
A walk through the RCIA Process
How does our parish attract inquirers who consider becoming Catholic?
The short answer is you! When any parish has many inquirers year after 
year, it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit as parish members open their hearts 
to welcome others. Members of a welcoming and evangelizing commu-
nity take seriously their call to share the Divine message of salvation. It 
happens in parish families, in the workplace, in gatherings with friends 
and neighbors, and in daily contacts. Give thanks to God as he continu-
ously strengthens each of us who seek to do his will in offering a gentle, 
humble, and clear welcome to the Catholic faith. “Go out into the whole 
world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15).  If you 
would like to learn more about the Catholic faith, contact Melissa Gobs at 
540-338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org.

June  16 is Blood Drive Sunday at the Purcellville Fire and 
Rescue Station. We hope you will join our great donors who are 
registered for a slot on the 16th to continue the outstanding suc-
cess of our Blood Donor Program. Here are several photos from 
our great April drive. 
Join our many donors with a donation oflife-saving generos-
ity. The Gift of Life is a most satisfying way to help ensure 

the health and well-being family and friends in our faith community and our 
neighbors in the local community. The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. 
Call Rachel Brill at 540 338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling information.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
The Joyful Child Atrium 
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a religious forma-
tion program using the Montessori approach. Children aged 
3 to 12 attend class once a week for 2 hours. Classes are 
filling quickly, but we do have openings for the next school 
year for children aged 3 to 6 and 6 to10 on Thursdays from 
9 to 11am, and Saturdays from 8 to 10am. We are located in 
Purcellville. For more information, please visit our website 
at www.thejoyfulchildatrium.com or call Theresa Bruton at 
540-882-3047

Allder Montessori School
A Catholic Montessori school located in Purcellville is 
now accepting applications for the 2013-2014 school year.   
After a successful first year, we are accepting new students 
for the Primary program (ages 3-6,) and the Elementary 
program (ages 6-9).  Each program incorporates an atrium, 
as well as regular academic presentations in math, lan-
guage, sensorial skills, and practical life.  Additionally, the 
Elementary program is based on the “Great Lessons” to 
inspire the child’s wonder and awe in the Universe and the 
Earth, Life, Humans, Language, and Numbers.  The school 
is located on 25 beautiful rural acres with access to fields, 
woods, and a creek. Previous Montessori experience is 
strongly recommended (but not required)for those students 
applying to the Elementary program.   Tours are available 
by appointment.  For more information, contact  Heather 
West at hwest12@verizon.net, (703) 919-4684.   



Tepeyac Family Center is accepting new OB/GYN 
Patients
 Tepeyac Family Center is accepting new OB/GYN pa-
tients! Tepeyac Family Center, LLC, located on Lee High-
way in Fairfax, is a pro-life, integrated healthcare practice 
with board certified doctors, registered nurses, other 
credentialed staff and medical assistants. Tepeyac's mission 
is to convey the healing presence of Christ through excel-
lent medical care that respects the consciences of patients 
and providers. Tepeyac offers a full range of obstetrical 
and gynecological services (including well-woman care, 
natural fertility, surgery, and ultrasounds) while upholding 
the dignity and the intrinsic worth of each person. Make 
your appointment today by calling 703-273-9440. Visit our 
website, www.tepeyacfamilycenter.com. Tepeyac accepts 
most insurance plans.

Pregnancy Assistance Volunteer 
Training  
A free training session for volunteers who want to help ex-
pectant mothers will be offered by Sarah LaPierre, Program 
Director for Gabriel Project, on Saturday, June 15, from 10 
am to 12:30pm (after the 9am Mass) at the Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More Catholic Church (Arlington) in the Parish 
Hall. Register online before June 14 at www.arlington-
diocese.org/gpavolunteer.  For more info, please contact 
Gabriel Project at (703) 841-2755. 

MARRIAGE HELP  Retrouvaille has helped 
tens of thousands of couples at all stages of disillusionment 
or misery in their marriage. This program can help you 
too. For confidential information about or to register for the 
program beginning the weekend of July 19-21,  call: 703 
351 7211 or www.HelpOurMarriage.com

Birthright of Loudoun County 
is in need of Summer Maternity Clothing for our expect-
ant mothers.  Many of our mothers are not able to buy 
clothing that properly fits them as they move through their 
pregnancy.  Any used maternity clothing would be greatly 
appreciated! Contact Dawn Dumas at birthright740910@

St. John the Apostle Preschool Fall 2013 
Additional 3 Year-Old Class
St. John’s Preschool has added another 3 year-old morning 
class for the fall.  If you were interested in the Preschool 
when our classes were full, please call Preschool Director 
Jane Taylor at (703) 777-7873 if you have any questions. 
Preschool applications and info for the fall of 2013 is 
available on the St. John the Apostle website, saintjohn-
leesburg.org.  Info can also be found on the wall next to the 
Preschool Director’s Office in the Parish Center.  St. John’s 
Preschool is the only Catholic Preschool in Loudoun Coun-

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

From time to time we will revisit some of Barbara’s columns. 
This column was originaly published in the July 8, 2012 bulletin

20 Ways to Encourage Summer Reading
1)  Visit the library - If he doesn’t already have one, get your child a library 
card. Check out some books, then read them with a picnic lunch on a blanket 
somewhere special.
2)  Invest in books - Look for lightly-used books at garage or library sales. Buy 
inexpensive paperbacks from discount stores.  
3)  Care for books - Teach children to handle books as though they had great 
value. They do.
4)  Create a reading nook - Fill a cozy spot with fluffy pillows – books on a 
shelf nearby.
5)  Turn down the volume - Create a quieter atmosphere at home – less TV, 
radio, and other distractions.  
6)  Give books as gifts - Ask Grandma too! Books are gifts that never stop giv-
ing.
7) Subscribe to magazines - Your kids will look forward each month to their 
own. Focus on the Family has great age-appropriate magazines: Clubhouse Jr., 
Clubhouse. Highlights has been a faithful friend to kids for over 60 years. 
8)  Pursue special interests through books - A reluctant reader/baseball nut 
may get turned on reading books on baseball heroes.  There are books on every 
interest under the sun.
9) Listen to audiocasettes - To break the TV habit, build a bridge with audio-
cassettes. Without visual cues, children learn to exercise imagination – and an 
audio learner like my daughter Maddy can transition to becoming a lover of 
books.
10) Introduce series books - Following one or two main characters – like the 
Hardy Boys or Boxcar Kids – can build a reading habit in an on again/off again 
reader.
11)  Watch movies of classics - Watch Little Women, Tale of Two Cities, 
Oliver Twist (look for the old, black&white versions to avoid politically cor-
rect changes) – then give the book to your child to read (abridged versions for 
younger readers). 
12) Visit bookstores - Many bookstores are very child-friendly, with inviting 
sections for children.  Teach your child to show respect for the books and the 
store.
13) Attend a book signing - Check local bookstores for upcoming readings by 
children’s authors.  Buy a copy and get it autographed.
14)  Tolerate comic books - As long as they’re decent, comic books are okay to 
encourage kids who might not otherwise read.  My kids loved the TinTin books, 
which are translated from French and have pages of cartoon panels.
15)  Publish your child’s book - Help your child write and illustrate his own 
book.  Distribute copies to friends and family.
16)  Give her a diary - Teach your child how to journal, including reading back 
over what she has written.
17) Set the pace - As your child takes on longer books, review them with him 
first for total pages – then set a daily goal and target date to finish
18)  Read aloud - No child is too old to be read to.  Choose a rich book like 
David Copperfield – it’s most stimulating to read several notches above your 
child’s own reading level. 
19)  Read together - Take turns reading – plays and skits are great fun for 
families.
20)  Read yourself - You are his true hero.  Make reading a priority and your 
kids most likely will too!


