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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 
10pm. On First Friday, Adoration continues throughout the night with 
Benediction at 8:45am Saturday. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and home-
bound upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

St. Francis de Sales March for Life 2013 Participants



  
  

Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekFEBRUARY 10, 2013
 + deceased
Sat., Feb. 9  Weekday
        9:00 am The Fisher Family
Sat., Feb. 9  Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm   + Jane Shackelford
Sun., Feb. 10 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  + Father Louis McIntyre
   8:30 am  Kathy Borowski and Family
 10:30 am  + Charlotte Nicolosi
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm  + Harry Hunter
Mon. Feb. 11 Weekday
        9:00 am  + Mark Nickerson
Tue., Feb. 12 Weekday
        6:30  am Sharon Zunon
Wed., Feb. 13 Ash Wednesday
   6:30 am Sharon Jones
   9:00 am Sister Margaret Mitchel
   5:00 pm Special Intention
   7:00 pm Joanna Willard
Thu., Feb. 14 Thursday after Ash Wednesday
   6:30 am  Matt and Janet Prohaska
Fri., Feb. 15 Friday after Ash Wednesday
   6:30 am  + Michael Lasher
 12:00 noon  +  Dorothy Hickey
Sat., Feb. 16 Saturday after Ash Wednesday
        9:00 am William Keran
Sat., Feb. 16 Vigil: 1st Sunday of Lent
   5:00 pm   + Stephen D’Elia
Sun., Feb. 17 1st Sunday of Lent    
   7:00 am  + Deceased members of the Butt & Sommer   
   Families
   8:30 am Sharon Jones
 10:30 am  + Stephen D’Elia
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm  + Clem Toporek

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - January 27 $    14,749 
YEAR TO DATE     $  422,440
2nd Collection   $      1,355 

Electronic Offertory for January $   22,096
Building Our Faith Offertory $     6,641

This Week
Tue., Feb. 11 Knights of Columbus - 7pm, Parish Hall
Tue., Feb. 12 Book of Judges Bible Study - 10am, 
  Parish Hall
  Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory
Wed., Feb. 13 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Feb. 14 Book of Judges - 7pm, Oratory
Fri., Feb. 15 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12noon Mass

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Deacon Larry Hammel will be offering a Communion Service at 
11:45am every Tuesday morning after the Book of Judges Bible 
Study. All are welcome to attend. 

The Baptism instruction class for the month of March will take place on 
Friday, March 22, instead of our usual last Friday of the month.

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?”

“Here I am, “I said, “send me!”
— Isaiah 6:8

Monday:  Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 
  35c; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday:  Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 
  2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 16:13-19
Friday:  Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Lk 9:22-25
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday:  Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; 
  Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13

The Light is On For You
Each Catholic parish in the Diocese of Arlington and the Arch-
diocese of Washington will have Confessions available every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30pm-8pm. If you have been reluctant 
to come to the Sacrament or have been away for some time, this is 
a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with Christ and His Church. 
Learn more at www.the-light-is-on.org.

Mass Times
6:30am, 9am, 5pm, 7pm

Mass - 6:30am and 12 noon
Confessions - 10:45-11:45am
Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm

Friday Adoration - after 12noon Mass thru 10pm 
First Friday Adoration - after 12noon Mass 

thru 8:45am Saturday

Fridays in Lent



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  Did Jesus ever sin? –KMA
A.  No, he never committed a sin.  On earth Jesus remained as 
God and lived his life perfectly good and perfectly holy.
 
Q.  The article in the bulletin on Dec. 30, 2012 titled, “Home 
is where the family is,” appears heretical and needs to be re-
tracted.  It says, “This family (referring to the Holy Family) like 
our own did not always ‘get it right,’ but they always tried to.  
These three ‘amateurs’ were on holiday, and one of them got 
lost….” [Copyright J.S. Paluch] –Anonymous
A.  I have to agree that the article sounded a bit on the irreverent 
side and I didn’t like it either.  This was not written by anyone 
from the parish and I never saw it until after we received the 
bulletin shipment.  As you noted, its source was from the bulletin 
publisher, J.S. Paluch.  That was one of their page fillers for that 
week.  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was the best 
family that ever lived in creation but yet the unknown author 
referred to them as “amateurs who did not always get it right.” 
That was a totally absurd and irreverent comment.  Let’s keep in 
mind that Mary and Joseph were hand picked by God to become 
the parents of the Son of God and Savior of the world because 
they were the best qualified to handle the role!  After reading 
that commentary I think it’s very obvious to us who is the real 
“amateur.”
 
Q.  If you break one of the commandments will you automati-
cally go to hell? –Angelique
A.  If the commandment that was broken was a mortal sin and 
the person died unrepentant, the answer is yes.  Scripture tells us, 
“For whoever keeps the whole law, but falls short in one particu-
lar has become guilty in respect to all of it” (James 2:10).
 
Q.  If you are waiting in purgatory for the end of time, how 
long will that be? –Anonymous
A.  Only God knows!  Always keep this scripture passage in 
mind whenever you have questions about the end of time (or end 
of the world):  “But of that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone” (Mat-
thew 24:36).
 
Q.  What are Vespers?  And who says them? –Olaf
A.  Vespers (Latin for “evening”) is the official evening prayer of 
the Church.  Anyone can pray Vespers but priests, monks, nuns 
and other consecrated members are required to pray Vespers 
and the other canonical hours of prayer.  Vespers are often sung 
solemnly and designed as a prayer in dialogue form where par-
ticipants take turns saying or singing the prayers.  When Vespers 
are solemnly sung, there is great feeling of an angelic presence 
around you.  While the format is the same, the Church prescribes 
a different Vespers prayer everyday for the whole year according 
to the liturgical calendar.

We’re back to Lent again!
 
         It wasn’t that long ago when we removed the Christmas 
decorations from the church and all of a sudden we’re getting ready 
for Ash Wednesday already.  That’s right, this coming Wednesday 
(February 13) is already the beginning of Lent.  We are celebrating 
Easter early this year on March 31.
  Even though it is not a holy day of obligation Catholics are 
encouraged to attend Mass on Ash Wednesday to begin the obser-
vance of Lent.  We are offering 4 Masses on that day:  6:30am, 
9am, 5pm & 7pm.  The distribution of ashes is a symbol that be-
fore God we are nothing and therefore we humble ourselves in his 
presence and ask for his merciful pardon for our sins.  Individually 
we are grimly reminded in the ritual of the future state of our flesh, 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
The ashes will not forgive any of our sins at all.  The rite is a sym-
bolic reminder of our need to go to confession.  It is only through 
the sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) that we are guaranteed 
forgiveness of our sins.  During Lent we add an extra confession 
time on Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm as we participate in The Light 
Is On program in our diocese and in the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton.
  A lot of Catholics today have not gone to confession in a very 
long time.  This is your chance to make peace with God.  It is made 
easier for you since you can conveniently find a church to go to 
confession in the evening practically everywhere in the Washington 
Metropolitan area and beyond.  Once you make a good confession 
you will so much better.  You will receive a great feeling of relief 
that surpasses any medication, alcohol or drug the world could of-
fer.  It will instantly give you peace of mind, body and soul.
  Important reminder:  Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting for 
adults 18-60 years old.  The minimum requirement for fasting is 1 
full meal a day, 2 small meals (if needed), no beverage in between 
meals (but you may drink water at any time—that’s unflavored 
plain water, people!).  It is also a day of (land) meat abstinence for 
those who are 14 years old and over.
  Speaking of meat abstinence, our Fish Fry Friday dinner be-
gins on February 15. You can eat with us or order a carryout.  The 
food provided by the Sparbanie family and their crew is so good I 
have not missed a Lenten Friday meal since they started doing this 
two years ago.  Come join us!
  We also have the Stations of the Cross devotion on Fridays of 
Lent starting at 7:30pm.  You can do a nice double-header event by 
going to the Fish Fry and then attending the Stations afterwards!
Have a great great penitential and spiritual season of Lent.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; 
Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. Robert 
Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen 
Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC 
Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 
Ryan Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. 
Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay 
Hallam
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran
The Deceased:  Michael Mallen, Ruth Robin-
son, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, 
Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton 
Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, 
Richard Marks, Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, 
John Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez, 
Marilyn Moffett, Mary Sierzega, Catherine 
Lovell, Barbara Curtis, Mildred Gilmore, Mi-
chael Lasher, Elizabeth Biddle

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *

The Year Round Giving Tree Returns!  Happy New Year to all!  
New tags have been placed on the Giving Tree and donations will be given to Birthright, 
Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, 
local nursing homes and needy families within our parish and community. Please take 
a tag and return the item to the narthex or gift cards to the container as soon as possible!  
Many thanks and blessings for your generosity and support of our neighbors in need and 
the organizations that serve them during the Advent and Christmas seasons!! “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” 
Luke 4:18  The Giving Tree Committee.  For more information, please contact Erin Bucci 
(buccierin@comcast.net) or Marilyn Gugliotta (6gugs@comcast.net). 

February 15 is our 1st
Friday Nite Fish Fry

  Fridays in Lent ~ 5:30 - 7:15pm
  Available for carry-out or eat-in 

NEW FOR KIDS! Grilled Cheese and Applesauce ~ $3/plate
Fish and Chips and coleslaw ~ $8/plate

Cannolis - $1.50

Bring the family and enjoy parish fellowship!  

•  Are you looking for a nice place to eat dinner during Fridays of Lent?—Look 
no more and come to our Friday Fish Fry that starts on February 15th.  Tim & Joyce 
Sparbanie’s crew prepare the meatless menu for the hungry crowd.  Grilled cheese 
is added on the menu this year for those who prefer not to eat fish.  The proceeds 
from the donations received go to our new parish center building fund.  The fish 
is so good that I personally have not missed a fish fry dinner during Lent since the 
Sparbanies started doing this for our parish 2 years ago!  After dinner you can go 
upstairs in the church to join us for the Stations of the Cross. 
 
 • Volunteers to pray the Rosary--Volunteers to say a Rosary a day for the building 
project.  All volunteers can respond directly to Dave Dittmeier, Chairman of the 
BOF Prayer Committee, at Dittmeier@comcast.net

* * * * * * * * * * * *
You can contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), by 
email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.
 

Got ‘em!
 
•  Our Friday Fish Fry Crew led by Tim & Joyce Sparbanie received responses 
from a few families to help them prepare the meals.  They are set with all the help 
they need for the duration of Lent.  Thank you for your generous support in helping 
them.

PADRE PIO CENACLE 
The Padre Pio Cenacle will meet after the 12 noon 
mass this Friday. We will first pray the rosary in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament during Exposition, 
then continue in the hall downstairs for the readings 
and prayer.
The Cenacle meets on the 3rd Friday of each month 
in the Parish Hall. Next meeting is February 15, 
following the 12 pm Mass. The Cenacle is made up 
of a group of laity who are associate members of the 
Marian Movement of Priests and we are registered at 
the National Headquarters in the United States located 
in St. Francis, ME. We follow a Guide of required 
prayers, readings and meditations. Any questions, 
please contact Carolyn Woodland at cwoodland1@
gmail.com

BATTER UP!!
Softball season is approaching. St. Francis de Sales 
parish plays in a multi-denominational co-ed league. 
The season runs from April thru June. Practices be-
gin soon., weather permitting. 
All parishioners are invited to 
register to play. Please email 
Bill Buxton at 540-554-2693 
if you are interested in playing. 
Final rosters need to be submit-
ted by March 1.



TEEN FAITH NEWS

Melissa Gobs, DRE 
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar
JaneTreado Youth Director 

540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com
Sun., Feb. 10 Grades K-7 Session 1 - 8:45am at WHS 
  Grades K-7 Session 2 -10:35am at WHS
Mon., Feb. 11 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  - 
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tues., Feb. 12 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Feb. 13 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at SFDS

Sun., Feb. 17 No Class
Mon., Feb. 18 No Class
Tues., Feb.19 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Feb. 20 No Class

Inclement Weather Cancellations
Please check the Religious Ed Calendar 

http://www.stfrancisdesalescatholicchurch.org/
religiousedcalendar.html for any cancellations 

due to inclement weather. 

Please remember to send in your Religious Education 
Tuition payment if you have not yet done so. 

There will be an adult Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral on May 
18, 2013 at 7:30 pm. and on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013 
at 2:30 p.m.  If you are a high school student or adult who has 
received catechetical instruction but not completed your sacramen-
tal initiation through the Sacrament of Confirmation then now might 
be the opportunity for you to do so.  Please contact Melissa Gobs 
for more information.

ONE MILLION HAIL MARY’S FOR THE 
NEW PARISH CENTER
We would like to involve the children & parents & catechists of 
our Religious Education program by praying ONE MILLION Hail 
Mary’s.  Say your Hail Mary’s during the week for the success 
of our building project for our new parish center and report them 
to your catechist or directly to Dave Dittmeier at Dittmeier@
comcast.net.  The Prayer Committee will track the numbers and 
post the progress toward the One Million mark on a chart in the 
Narthex and on the newly created Building Our Faith website.

Important Confirmation Info
Mandatory Retreat - Saturday, March 16 from 4-11pm 
The following requirements are due:
Confirmation Information Form Due Now
Sponsor Eligibility                               Due Now
Summer Packet                                 Due Now
Service Hours                                     March 20
Saint Report                                       March 20
Letter to Bishop                                  March 20

Forms can be downloaded from our webpage at 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/sacramental-
prep/confirmation/
If you have any questions regarding these Confirmation
requirements, please contact Melissa or Janice

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. All 
Teens are welcome. Join us in the front left 
3 rows of church as we celebrate the Teen 
Mass together. 

No Youth Group    Feb. 10th due to Mount 2000. Next Youth 
Group is Feb 17th, 7:15-9pm. All high school aged students 
invited. Bring friends. 

Next Mandatory Workcamp Meeting - March 3rd. If you are 
planning on going to Workcamp please be at this meeting. We 
will be collecting down payments of $150 and doing paperwork. 
Also, Sr. Clare will be back and is joining us for our Workcamp 
Meeting. 
 
Adult Workcamp Meeting - For all adults 21 years or older, 
thinking about or wanting to go to Workcamp this year please 
come to an informational meeting Monday, Feb. 18, 7:30 -9pm.

Rent A Teen - Looking for some work to be done around the 
house? You can hire teens in groups of 2-7 to do anything from 
yard work, painting, house cleaning, babysitting... E-mail me 
if you are interested. The money you pay will to towards our 
Workcamp fund. 

B*I*N*G*O* - Valentines BINGO, Feb. 16th, 6:30 - 10pm. Bring a 
friend or come alone. Either way fun will be had by all and great 
prizes will be won. This is a Workcamp Fundraiser. All Workcam-
pers please bring baked goods ready to sell in baggies.   

Souperbowl Sunday Weekend - Thank you very much for 
your donations last weekend to support our monthly meals to the 
Loudoun Emergency Homeless Shelter in Leesburg.  We raised 
enough money to pay for a whole year of meals.  
 
Teen Lectors Needed -  Please contact Cathy Mitchell at 
c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org if interested in being a Teen 
Lector at the Teen Mass.  

Mount 2000 - The teens are away this weekend to a retreat at 
Mount St. Mary's in Emmitsburg, Md.  Please keep them in your 
prayers.   

Ski & Board Trip to Wisp - Feb 22 - 24. If interested, contact 
Jane. 

Spring Retreat Dates - May 3rd - 5th. Save the date!!!



Our first 2013 Blood Drive is on Sunday, February 
17 in the Parish Hall. Start out the new year with an 
Awesome Act of Kindness. The Gift of Life is impor-
tant to ensure an adequate supply of blood products 
is available for the health and well-being of family, 
friends, and neighbors in need. Help us continue the 
tremendous support for which our faith community 

has become known. Your 2012 performance, with 447 units donated to 
aid up to 1,340 patients, sets a  great goal for which to strive.
The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling info.
The site for the February 17 Blood Drive has been changed to the 
Purcellville Public Safety center, the new fire station, at 500 N Maple 
Ave. Please continue to support us during the construction period at the 
fire station. Thanks for your support.

Saturday, February 16 
in St. Francis Hall

Doors open at 6pm
Games begin at 6:45pm
Cards for all games $20
Food available for sale!

BRING YOUR SWEETHEARTS!
Seating is limited, arrive early to get a seat!

Fundraiser to support 
Workcamp!

Valentine’s 

Calling all 6th, 7th and 8th Graders!!!
Please join us on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16th for Teen 
BINGO night -  The MAC PAC (Middle-schoolers And Christ 
(Prayer. Action. Charity.) is joining the Teen-sponsored BIN-
GO night.  The MAC PAC will be sitting together for dinner 
and bingo.  $20 will cover the cost of the bingo cards, dinner 
and snacks.  COOL PRIZES! Please RSVP for the event to 
Nancy Eastman 540-668-6832 or neastman@rstarmail.com.

One Day Abortion Recovery Retreat for Women 
A Day of Prayer will take place on Saturday, February 23. This retreat 
is a safe place to renew and rebuild hearts broken from abortion. It 
offers a supportive and confidential environment where you can begin 
the process of healing. For more info or to register, please call Project 
Rachel: (888) 456-HOPE (4673) or email: info@helpafterabortion.org . 

Catholic Business Network 
An organization dedicated to linking your faith to your workplace, 
through the sharing of ideas and encouragement during our monthly 
meetings.  Father Saunders, pastor of Our Lady of Hope Catholic 
Church,  will be speaking at our next breakfast meeting at 8am sharp 
on February 15th at Tuskies in Leesburg.  Reservations required, but 
pay at the door ($16 per person)  For more info and reservations , please 
contact Donna Bongiovanni at: dbongiovanni1@verizon.net.

We have accumulated quite a collection of dishes, bowls and trays 
over the past year from all the generous donations of food for the vari-
ous receptions we have had in the Parish 
Hall. Please take the time to look at the 
table in the Narthex in the next couple of 
weeks. Anything that is not claimed will 
have to be taken to the local thrift shop, due 
to lack of storage space. Thank you!



I especially want to thank Janice Rees for all her hard work with the children of the 
Sunday school and by taking the children of Haiti in, as a part of your religious family. 
Also thanks to my dear friend Amy Osowski who thought of this beautiful idea and had 
our children here in Haiti in mind to share with. And from whom I know how much she 
misses Haiti. On behalf of the children of the Father Wasson Angels of Light program I 
want to thank you all, Father Escalante, members of the St. Francis de Sales Church 
and most of all, all you children who did this beautiful project for us !

We will have you in our prayers and we'll pray God will bless you with safety, happi-
ness, health and love, as you have blessed us !

With love;
All the children and workers of the 'Father Wasson Angels of Light' program.

With warm regards;
Coordinator of the FWAL program; Joanne Schipper. 
Blog; http://fwal.nph.org/  

 
Haiti, Tabarre 10-01-2013

Dear children and members of the St. Francis de Sales Church, Father Escalante.

Almost a year ago the children from your church and many of their parents remem-
bered the children of Haiti during Lent. This was a very special happening for us; the 
children of the Father Wasson Angels of Light homes and school, who had lost every-
thing in the earthquake of January 2010.

All the children of your church had a name of one of our children ! 
And with that name in their hands, they would pray for her or his wellbeing. For their 
nourishment and education, their safety and happiness.

And at the same time your children collected money for our program. Each time they 
got something special from their parents, they would also remember their little brother 
or sister in Haiti and donate a little money for him or her.

This wonderful project resulted in a gift to our program of $4,465 US ! Thanks to the 
generosity of Father Escalante who approved the POP fund of your church the money 
the children had collected was doubled for over $9,000 to the Angels of Light Program. 

With this donation we bought shoes and sandals for our children, belts for the boys 
trousers, hair ribbons for the girls, for all our children a big new towel and a special 
drum for our church that we longed for, for a long time already !


