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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 
10pm. On First Friday, Adoration continues throughout the night with 
Benediction at 8:45am Saturday. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and home-
bound upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

Parish Hall Groundbreaking - January 24, 2013



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekFEBRUARY 3, 2013
 + deceased
Sat., Feb. 2  The Presentation of the Lord
        9:00 am  + George Rung
Sat., Feb. 2  Vigil: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm   Father Pashal Onunwa
Sun., Feb. 3 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  + For the deceased members of the D’Elia and
   Curran Families
   8:30 am  People of the Parish
 10:30 am  + Barbara Curtis
 12:30 pm Daniel Graham Pace
   6:00 pm  + Jerene Jones Scally
Mon. Feb. 4 Weekday
        9:00 am For the health of Barbara Carroll Boonstra
Tue., Feb. 5 Saint Agatha
        6:30  am Saint Francis de Sales Parish Nurse Ministry
Wed., Feb. 6 Saint Paul Miki and Companions
   9:00 am  + Albina Hemker
Thu., Feb. 7 Weekday
   6:30 am  + Richard Cavagnaro
Fri., Feb. 8  Weekday
   6:30 am  + Albina Hemker
 12:00 noon  The Rung Family
Sat., Feb. 9  Weekday
        9:00 am The Fisher Family
Sat., Feb. 9  Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   5:00 pm   + Jane Shackelford
Sun., Feb. 10 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am  + Father Louis McIntyre
   8:30 am  Kathy Borowski and Family
 10:30 am  + Charlotte Nicolosi
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm  + Harry Hunter

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - January 27 $    14,359
YEAR TO DATE     $  407,691
2nd Collection   $      2,034

This Week
Tue., Feb. 5 Book of Judges Bible Study - 10am, 
  Parish Hall
  Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory
Wed., Feb. 6 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  Soulstitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
Thu., Feb. 7 Book of Judges Bible Study - 7pm, 
  Oratory

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE 
Acknowledgement of donation for your tax returns will be mailed 
to all families by January 24, you do not need to request an 
acknowledgement.

Deacon Larry Hammel will be offering a Communion Service at 
11:45am every Tuesday morning after the Book of Judges Bible 
Study. All are welcome to attend. 

We serve
Catholic Charities

Please  take a bag, 
fill it with 

non-perishable 
food items and 

return it next week. 
Thank you!

St. Francis De Sales parishioners working with
the Knights of Columbus to help our hungry neighbors

This Week is 

Share 
Sunday

Special Collection On Ash Wednesday, we will take up the 
Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This Collection 
supports Catholic organizations that provide affordable shelter and train 
seminarians in a region still struggling in the after-math of atheistic Soviet 
rule. By providing pastoral care, catechesis, and aid, your donations help 
restore the strength of the church in the region. Please give generously to 
the Collection next week. Visit www.usccb.org (search “Church in Central 
and Eastern Europe”) to learn more.

Faith, hope, and love remain, these three; 
but the greatest of these is love.

— 1 Corinthians 13:13

Monday:  Heb 11:32-40; Ps 31:20-24; Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday:  Heb 12:1-4; Ps 22:26b-28, 30-32; 
  Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 
  17-18a; Mk 6:1-6
Thursday:  Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Ps 48:2-4, 9-11; 
  Mk 6:7-13
Friday:  Heb 13:1-8; Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9; Mk 6:14-29
Saturday:  Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Ps 23:1-6; Mk 6:30-34
Sunday:  Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 
  1 Cor 15:1-11 [3-8, 11]; Lk 5:1-11

The Baptism instruction class for the month of March will take place on 
Friday, March 22, instead of our usual last Friday of the month.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  Is Mary a saint?  If so, why don’t we call her Saint Mary? 
–Tabitha
A.  Mary is a saint.  We do call her Saint Mary sometimes and 
there are countless churches named Saint Mary.  In our diocese 
alone we have at least 3:  Saint Mary (Alexandria), Saint Mary 
of Sorrows (Fairfax), Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
(Fredericksburg).  The most important church named after her is 
the major basilica in Rome called, Santa Maria Maggiore (Saint 
Mary Major).  As the Mother of God, Mary ranks highest of 
all the saints and holds the title, Queen of All Saints.  When we 
make references to biblical saints we don’t always use their saint 
title (e.g., Peter, John, Mary Magdalene, Martha, etc.).  More 
commonly, Catholics call upon Mary in a title that identifies her 
uniquely and indicates that she is much higher than a regular saint:  
Our Lady, The Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Mother, Queen, etc.
 
Q.  What happens when no altar servers show up for Mass? –
Anonymous
A.  Mass is celebrated whether an altar server is present or not.  
Priests don’t need servers to celebrate Mass but they help a lot 
when they are there.
 
Q.  I’m going to a Methodist Church for a Baptism.  My mom 
says that I can’t take the communion host there because they 
don’t believe that it turns into the body and blood of Christ.  
Does that mean that they don’t believe Jesus actually did it at 
the Last Supper? –Catie McCabe, age 10
A.  You’re mom is correct.  The Methodist and all Protestants 
in general do not believe that Jesus changed the bread and wine 
into his own body and blood at the Last Supper.  When Protes-
tants have a communion service they believe that they are only 
receiving regular bread and wine.  For us Catholics we believe 
that not only do bread and wine actually become Jesus during 
the consecration at Mass, we also believe that properly receiving 
the Eucharist is necessary for our salvation because Jesus says, 
“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you do not have life within you” (John 6:53).  Catholics also treat 
the Eucharist far more differently and seriously than the other 
faiths.  Receiving Holy Communion is a sign of unity of faith.  
Since we do not share the same faith as the Protestant churches it 
would not be right for us to receive communion from their church 
and neither could they receive from our church.  Catholics go 
through a thorough faith study preparation and first confession 
before even receiving First Communion.  And Catholics can only 
receive communion if they are regularly going to Sunday Mass.  
Non-Catholics have not received Catholic instruction, made First 
Penance, nor do they go to a Catholic Mass every Sunday.  These 
reasons plus having a different set of beliefs make do not qualify 
them to receive Holy Communion from the Catholic Church.
 
Q.  When you leave Mass is it okay to dip your hand in the holy 
water again and make the sign of the cross? –Juliana Azzarita
A.  Yes, that would be fine.  Just remember that holy water was 
really intended to be used in the beginning as a way to “purify” 
ourselves as we enter the sacred house of God.

Picture perfect groundbreaking!

   On Thursday, January 24, 2013 we held a very nice groundbreak-
ing ceremony for our new parish center.  Thank you, dear Lord Jesus, for 
this great moment in our parish history. And I would like to commend the 
newly formed Communications Committee that did a marvelous job in 
planning and organizing the event.  Together with the generous help from 
the Knights of Columbus everything went as they planned.
  We also had parishioners who filled our hall to capacity to witness 
the event despite of a couple inches of snow and school opening delay.  
The snow actually added a nice backdrop to the ceremony.  Special 
guests who came include Scott York (Chairman of Loudoun County 
supervisors), Geary Higgins (Catoctin supervisor) and Bob Lazaro 
(Purcellville mayor).  Janet Clarke (Blue Ridge supervisor) was unable 
to come due to a schedule conflict but sent a representative to express 
her congratulations.  What impressed me about the speakers was that the 
officials all gave a Christ-centered message including from the Hughes 
Group Architects and Chamberlain Construction.  They made us all feel 
very excited that our Building Our Faith project is truly the work of God 
using human means to construct it.  Our Communications Committee 
will continue to update the parish about its progress until its expected 
completion in December 2013.

 

The March for Life 2013

   Our parish participated in the 40th March for Life prayerful and 
peaceful protest in Washington, DC against legalized abortion in our 
country.  In the 30 years I’ve been doing the march this was the largest 
I have ever witnessed.  Reports estimate over ½ million people partici-
pated.  We also took part in the pre-rally event that was held for the 1st 
time at George Mason University’s Patriot Center.  We all liked the new 
venue for our diocese as it wasn’t as hectic getting to DC to attend the 
larger gathering at the Verizon Center.  Six or seven bishops from other 
dioceses joined Bishop Loverde and the Vatican sent a representative 
from the papal nuncio’s office to deliver a personal message of prayer and 
encouragement from Pope Benedict XVI.
  The testimonies from 1st time participants who came on our trip 
were very inspirational especially from our high school participants.  One 
of them wrote me a nice note saying that the event moved her so much 
that it changed her life to work even harder in doing what she can to help 
the cause of protecting the life of the unborn.  In our own way let us all 
continue to pray and work as God calls us in contributing towards bring-
ing awareness to reverse the culture of death mentality in our society.  We 
have an uphill battle against our nation that has essentially declared war 
from the highest leadership against our Christian moral faith through the 
recent HHS Mandate.  In summary, this mandate requires all employer 
health plans to provide free contraceptives, sterilizations and abortion-
inducing drugs, regardless of any moral or religious objections.  While we 
respect the office of the president, this particular immoral policy is totally 
unacceptable and we are morally obliged to work towards reversing it.

Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Badura; Spc 
Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC 
Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete 
Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan 
Badura; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl 
Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg, Dominic Corcoran
The Deceased:  Michael Mallen, Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, 
James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina 
Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, 
Richard Marks, Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto, Michael Mallen, 
Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, John Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, 
Jim Gutierrez, Marilyn Moffett, Mary Sierzega, Catherine 
Lovell, Barbara Curtis, Mildred Gilmore, Michael Lasher

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *
• Are you looking for something special to do during Lent?--Lent 
is coming up next month on Ash Wednesday, February 13th.  Our 
Lenten Friday Fish Fry starts on February 15th.  We need some 
core group adult members to help our organizer, Joyce Sparbanie, 
prepare the meatless menu for the growing hungry crowd.  This 
dear hard working mother of 5 could really use your help (5th one 
was born last year during fish fry season of Lent!).  Joyce is adding 
grilled cheese on the menu this year for those who prefer not to eat 
fish.  The proceeds from the donations received go to our new parish 
center building fund. Please contact Joyce Sparbanie for more info 
or to join our fun and loving Friday Fish Fry Crew:  jsparrn@gmail.
com or call our office at 540.338.6381.
 
• Parish Center Update—If you want to receive the latest update 
information on the new parish center as it is being built, please send 
your name and email address to Janice Rees at
 j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org.

Elizabeth Susan Biddle- January 22, 2013

Arline Beckstead - January 30, 2012
Ines Carpenter - Feb. 19, 2010

James Emmet Lanaghan – Feb. 21, 2009
Jose Joaquin Vera Tudela – Feb. 13, 2009

Janet Lorraine Law – Feb. 7, 2009
Andrew Michael Wilson - Feb. 6, 2009
Anthony Peter Giuggio – Feb. 3, 2008

Carl Joseph Niederpruem – Feb. 16, 2005
William Walter Wolf – Feb. 14, 2004

Charles Edward Lloyd – Feb. 16, 2003
Jerome Joseph Butts – Feb. 21, 2003

Thomas Michael Moran – Feb. 24, 2003
Katharine Myer Tormey – Feb. 1, 1999

Mary Margaret Rust – Feb. 11, 1999
Elizabeth Ann Clapp - Feb. 17, 1998
Betty MacCampbell – Feb. 6, 1996

Hillary Anne Scannell – Feb. 10, 1994
Lucy Bartoldus – Feb. 17, 1994

Judith Ann Gunnells – Feb. 10, 1993
Vera M. Kurtenbach – Feb. 16, 1986

Ferrell Taylor Williams – Feb. 18, 1986
Elizabeth Wise S. Case – Feb. 20, 1980
Robert J. Carruthers – Feb. 13, 1978

Below are the names of people along with the 
date of death from our parish since the time 

St. Francis de Sales became a parish in 1967. 
Scripture tells us to pray for the living and the 

dead. Let us commend to the Lord’s mercy 
the following:

The Year Round Giving Tree Returns!  Happy New 
Year to all!  New tags have been placed on the Giving Tree and dona-
tions will be given to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes 
and needy families within our parish and community. Please take a tag and 
return the item to the narthex or gift cards to the container as soon as pos-
sible!  Many thanks and blessings for your generosity and support of our 
neighbors in need and the organizations that serve them during the Advent 
and Christmas seasons!! “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” Luke 4:18  The Giving 
Tree Committee.  For more information, please contact Erin Bucci (buc-
cierin@comcast.net) or Marilyn Gugliotta (6gugs@comcast.net). 

SOULSTITCH meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 9:30-11:30am in the Parish Hall. Join us this Wednesday, 
February 6. We are currently making prayer shawls/lap blankets for Work 
Camp. You do not have to attend the meetings to participate; you can contact 
me to make arrangements for pick up. We are also making hats for the Loud-
oun Mobile bus and Baptismal Bibs. Please contact Sheila at 703.431.7360 
or sheilaralph@ymail.com for more info.

Come to the PANCAKE BREAKFAST on Sunday, 
February 3. The cost is a freewill offering 
and all proceeds go to help local charities. 
The Breakfast includes Pancakes, Scrambled 
Eggs, Sausage, Orange 
Juice and Coffee. 
Breakfast is served 

after the 7am, 8:30am and 10:30am 
masses. All are invited.



TEEN FAITH NEWS

Melissa Gobs, DRE 
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Sun., Feb. 3 Grades K-7 Session 1 - 8:45am at WHS 
  Grades K-7 Session 2 -10:35am at WHS
Mon., Feb. 4  Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  - 
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tues., Feb. 5 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Feb. 6 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at SFDS

Sun., Feb. 10 Grades K-7 Session 1 - 8:45am at WHS 
  Grades K-7 Session 2 -10:35am at WHS
Mon., Feb. 11 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  - 
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tues., Feb. 12 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Feb. 13 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at SFDS

Inclement Weather Cancellations
Please check the Religious Ed Calendar 

http://www.stfrancisdesalescatholicchurch.org/
religiousedcalendar.html for any cancellations 

due to inclement weather. 

Please remember to send in your Religious 
Education Tuition payment this month if you 
have not yet done so. 

There will be an adult Confirmation Mass at the Cathedral on May 
18, 2013 at 7:30 pm. and on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013 
at 2:30 p.m.  If you are a high school student or adult who has 
received catechetical instruction but not completed your sacramen-
tal initiation through the Sacrament of Confirmation then now might 
be the opportunity for you to do so.  Please contact Melissa Gobs 
for more information.

First Holy Communion Parent Meeting
Attention parents of children making their First Holy Com-
munion this spring.  We have a mandatory parent meeting 
on Sunday, February 3 and/or Wednesday, February 6.  
One parent from each family must attend one of the following 
meetings:
• Sunday, February 3 from 9-10am at Woodgrove HS, Room 
# 212
• Sunday, February 3 from 10:45-11:45am at Woodgrove HS, 
Room #212
• Wednesday, February 6 from 7-8pm in the Parish Hall

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday. 
All Teens are welcome. Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we cel-
ebrate the Teen Mass together. 

No Youth Group   Feb. 3rd.  Enjoy the Super Bowl.  No 
Youth Group on Feb. 10th due to Mount 2000.  Next Youth 
Group is Feb 17th, 7:15-9pm. All high school aged students 
invited. Bring friends.  

Next Mandatory Workcamp Meeting - March 3rd. If 
you are planning on going to Workcamp please be at this 
meeting. We will be collecting down payments of $150 and 
doing paperwork.  Also, Sr. Clare will be back and is joining 
us for our Workcamp Meeting.    

B*I*N*G*O* - Valentines BINGO, Feb. 16th, 6:30 - 10pm. 
Bring a friend or come alone. Either way fun will be had by 
all. Workcamp Fundraiser. 

Rent A Teen - Looking for some work to be done around 
the house?  You can hire teens in groups of 2-7 to do 
anything from yard work, painting, house cleaning, babysit-
ting...  E-mail me if you are interested.  The money you pay 
will to towards our Workcamp

Souperbowl Sunday Weekend - This weekend, we will 
be collection money in the back of church to support our 
monthly meals to the homeless shelter. I need help in the 
back of church after all masses. Or goal is $2 from each 
parishioner. This money pays for the meals for one whole 
year. We feed 40 people each month. 

Mount 2000 - If you have signed up for Mount 2000, your 
cost is $75. You can make the check out to St. Francis de 
Sales. We will leave on Friday, Feb. 8th at 5pm. We will 
return to St. Francis on Sunday around 1:30pm. 

Ski & Board Trip to Wisp - Feb 22 - 24.  If interested, 
contact Jane.   

Spring Retreat Dates - May 3rd - 5th. Save the date!!!

Teen Lectors Needed - We need some more teen lectors 
for the Teen Mass.  Please e-mail if you can or if you know 
someone who would like to be a lector.

ONE MILLION HAIL MARY’S FOR THE 
NEW PARISH CENTER
We would like to involve the children & parents & catechists of 
our Religious Education program by praying ONE MILLION Hail 
Mary’s.  Say your Hail Mary’s during the week for the success 
of our building project for our new parish center and report them 
to your catechist or directly to Dave Dittmeier at Dittmeier@
comcast.net.  The Prayer Committee will track the numbers and 
post the progress toward the One Million mark on a chart in the 
Narthex and on the newly created Building Our Faith website.



Our first 2013 Blood Drive is on Sunday, February 
17 in the Parish Hall. Start out the new year with 
an Awesome Act of Kindness. The Gift of Life is 
important to ensure an adequate supply of blood 
products is available for the health and well-being 
of family, friends, and neighbors in need. Help us 
continue the tremendous support for which our faith 

community has become known. Your 2012 performance, with 447 
units donated to aid up to 1,340 patients, sets a  great goal for which to 
strive.
The Sign-up Sheet is posted in the narthex. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling info.

One Day Abortion Recovery Retreat for Women 
A Day of Prayer will take place on Saturday, February 23, 2013. This 
retreat is a safe place to renew and rebuild hearts broken from abortion. 
It offers a supportive and confidential environment where you can 
begin the process of healing. For more info or to register, please call 
Project Rachel: (888) 456-HOPE (4673) or email: 
info@helpafterabortion.org . 

Fundraiser for Tepeyac Family Center
Divine Divine Mercy Care invites you to a night of Wine, Cheese and 
Chocolate!  Come out and learn more about how your contributions 
support the Tepeyac Family Center.  The fundraiser will take place on 
Monday, February 11 from 7-9pm at Top of the Town in Arlington. 
Advance ticket purchase, please. Ticket price is $75 per person; $35 is 
tax-deductible. Limited on-site sales. To purchase tickets online, please 
visit  http://tinyurl.com/WineCheeseChocolate2013 or call 703-934-
5552.  Otherwise, mail checks, payable to Divine Mercy Care, to 
11096-A Lee Highway, Suite 101, Fairfax, VA 22030.

Saturday, February 16 
in St. Francis Hall

Doors open at 6pm
Games begin at 6:45pm

Cards for all games $20

Food available for sale!

BRING YOUR SWEETHEARTS!
Seating is limited, arrive early to get a seat!

Fundraiser to support 
Workcamp!

Valentine’s 

Valentine’s Day Rose Sale Will Benefit  Project 
Rachel  
Project Rachel will be sponsoring a Valentine's Day 
rose sale during the masses the weekend of Febru-
ary 9th & 10th.  Please help to support this great 
ministry, which seeks to heal the wounded hearts of 
post-abortion trauma, by purchasing a rose or two 
for your loved ones.  Thank you!

Catholic Business Network 
An organization dedicated to linking your faith to your workplace, 
through the sharing of ideas and encouragement during our monthly 
meetings.  Father Saunders, pastor of Our Lady of Hope Catholic 
Church,  will be speaking at our next breakfast meeting at 8am sharp on 
February 15th at Tuskies in Leesburg.  Reservations required, but pay 
at the door ($16 per person)  For more info and reservations , please con-
tact Donna Bongiovanni at: dbongiovanni1@verizon.net.

Calling all 6th, 7th and 8th Graders!!!
Please join us on SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16th 
for Teen BINGO night -  The MAC PAC (Middle-
schoolers And Christ (Prayer. Action. Charity.) is 
joining the Teen-sponsored BINGO night.  The 
MAC PAC will be sitting together for dinner and 
bingo.  $20 will cover the cost of the bingo cards, 
dinner and snacks.  COOL PRIZES! Please RSVP 
for the event to Nancy Eastman 540-668-6832 or 
neastman@rstarmail.com.

Marriage Help  Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of 
couples at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This 
program can help you too. For confidential information about or to reg-
ister for the program beginning the weekend of February 8-10, call:703 
351 7211 or www.HelpOurMarriage.com



 More than 130 parishioners, children, representatives from 
the Arlington Diocese, local political leaders and reporters gath-
ered at St. Francis on Thursday, January 24, to take part in the 
groundbreaking ceremony for the new Parish Center.
 "It's been a long time coming," said Father Escalante, "and 
when it's finished in about a year it will make a huge difference 
in our parish."
 "We learn to love God more when we get to know him better, 
and our Parish Center is designed for that," he said.
 Also in attendance at the groundbreaking were Loudoun 
County Board of Supervisors Chairman Scott York, Catoctin 
Supervisor Geary Higgins and Purcellville Mayor Bob Lazaro. 
 "Any day we have a groundbreaking to expand our county's 
religious community is a good day," said Chairman York.
 Purcellville Mayor Bob Lazaro praised the Parish Center, say-
ing it "is going to be a great new facility in our community." 
 Eliel Alfon, who is with the building's designer, Hughes 
Group Architects, and also a St. Francis parishioner, told those 
gathered that "we hope it will strengthen our parish and our 
faith." 
 Stories about the groundbreaking appeared in the Arlington 
Catholic Herald, Leesburg Today, LeesburgPatch.com, the Blue 
Ridge Leader and the Purcellville Gazette.
 Chamberlain Construction expects the Parish Center to be 
completed before the end of this year.
 If you want to stay up to date with news about the Parish 
Center, be sure to send your name and email address to Janice 
Rees at j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org, or check out the building 
project website at www.buildingourfaith.org           - John Merline

Parish Center
Groundbreaking Ceremony

Thursday, January 24, 2013
The Feast of Saint Francis de Sales

photography by Chuck Cardamom, Jeanne Smith and John Merline


