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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until 
10pm. On First Friday, Adoration continues throughout the night 
with Benediction at 8:45am Saturday. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour. 
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended 
date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is 
the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon 
request. Please call the office to let us know.

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

Advent is Here! Happy First Sunday of Advent!



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2012
1st Sunday in Advent  + deceased

Sat., Dec.1  First Saturday
    9:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia
Sat., Dec.1  Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm Jack Lawler
Sun., Dec. 2 First Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am Dominick Corcoran
 10:30 am Betty Sutherland
 12:30 pm Marjorie Anita Harrell
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon. Dec. 3 Weekday
        9:00 am Lisa Mei Crawford
Tue., Dec. 4 Weekday
        6:30 am +Anne Costello
Wed., Dec. 5 Weekday
   9:00 am +Anne Marie Hooks
Thu., Dec. 6 Weekday
   6:30 am +Jack Jones
Fri., Dec. 7  Weekday
   6:30 am +Joseph Morano 
 12:00 noon Conversion of the United States
Fri., Dec. 7  Vigil: The Immaculate Conception*
   7:00 pm Vicki and Mark McCaffrey   
Sat., Dec.8  The Immaculate Conception*
    9:00 am +Daniel Earl 
   12:00 pm +Barbara Carroll Boonstra 
Sat., Dec.8  Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
   5:00 pm +Concepion Gomez Meza
Sun., Dec. 9 Second Sunday of Advent
   7:00 am Tara McIntosh 
   8:30 am Victoria Gingras
 10:30 am +Dale Mull
 12:30 pm Carlos Alberto Antonio Ibay
   6:00 pm POP

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - November 17 $   13,907 
In-Pew Offertory - November 25 $   13,367
YEAR TO DATE     $  250,256
2nd Collection   $      2,271

Electronic Offertory for November $    18,566.37*
Building our Faith for November $      5,676.66*
 
*One last deposit for Nov. is still outstanding.  
This will be added in next week’s bulletin.

This Week
Tue., Dec. 4 Joshua Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory
Wed., Dec. 5 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Dec. 6 Joshua Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Musicians needed!
If you sing or play an instrument and would like to participate in the 
Christmas Masses, please contact Michael Galdo at m.galdo@saint-
francisparish.org.  We are also looking for musicians who would feel 
comfortable leading music on the piano or guitar for overflow Masses 
or for the 8:30 AM Christmas morning Mass.  Please contact Michael 
Galdo if you would be able to help out in this way.

I will raise up for David a just 
shoot; he shall do what is right 
and just in the land.
— Jeremiah 33:15

Monday:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
  Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
  Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:  Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4;  Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
  Lk 1:26-38
Sunday:  Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; 
  Lk 3:1-6

THE PROMISE OF JUSTICE
 We are in fairly good company when we ask God for justice. 
Often enough we hear and agree with the lament of the people of 
Israel asking God why the wicked prosper. However, when we call out 
for justice, we usually want someone to get his or her comeuppance. 
God’s justice is something other than this, of course. God’s justice 
comprises a wonderful rightness between God and humankind.
 Today, Jeremiah looks ahead to a time when a just one will 
sprout from the shorn-off stump of Jesse of the house and family of 
David. Life was not fair in Jeremiah’s time. Israel’s kings held the 
promise of God’s fidelity, but it was difficult to see how God’s promise 
could be realized through them.
 Nevertheless, Jeremiah lifts his voice and announces that the 
Promised One will come. Luke’s Gospel echoes that announcement, 
and Paul is filled with sturdy encouragement. And so Advent begins 
with a promise. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

Q.  When we offer the “sign of peace” at Mass to our older 
brother or sister, does that really mean ‘true peace’ with 
them?  They are mean to me sometimes after the shake of 
peace! –Name withheld (for ‘pastoral’ reasons…it could start 
a fight during Mass!)
A.  Whew!  First of all, I do believe that there are many other 
siblings from other families who feel exactly the same way.  
You’re not alone, dear child of God.  However, God calls us 
to love everyone and, actually, even our enemies.  The sign of 
peace at Mass was intended to signify that as faithful believers 
and children of God we are called to love and be at peace with 
each other.  So we should at least have the desire in our hearts 
for ‘true peace.’  Remember, Jesus asks us to love everyone but 
he didn’t say that we have to like everyone. (Example:  While 
we are supposed to love even our mean neighbors, we certainly 
don’t have to like them.)
 
Q.  Is it a sin not to be friends with someone? –George A.
A.  It depends on your reason for not being friends with that 
person.  If the person were someone who could cause you to 
sin by doing wrong things, then it would be best not to form 
friendship with that person.  On the other hand, you don’t 
want to be like others who refuse to be friends just to be mean 
and unkind.  If you’re looking for what God says about good 
friendship, read chapter 6 of Sirach in the Bible.  Here’s a 
sample of what it says:  “When you gain a friend, first test him, 
and be not too ready to trust him.  For one sort of friend is a 
friend when it suits him, but he will not be with you in time 
of distress.  Another is a friend who becomes an enemy, and 
tells of the quarrel to your shame.  Another is a friend, a boon 
companion, who will not be with you when sorrow comes” 
(Sirach 6:7-10).  [How true, how true, how so true what God 
tells us here!]
 
Q.  Did Jesus ever doubt God’s plan for him? –Anonymous
A.  Never.
 
Q.  Why can’t priests get married?  --Alivia
A.  Because priests would be too busy with their work at 
church serving a lot of people and would not have a lot of qual-
ity time to be their family.
 
Q.  How does the priest know what penance to give you? 
–Thomas
A.  It’s a personal judgment made by the priest based on wheth-
er the sin was light, medium or serious.  We let the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit be our guide in administering the penance.  
The important part of confession is really on the person making 
a good honest confession.  The penance given is for the most 
part a formality.  The person is forgiven at the moment he or 
she receives absolution from God thru the priest.

Happy (Church) New Year!
 
            May you all have a very Happy New Church Year 
beginning with this weekend’s First Sunday of Advent.  
While most in the world celebrate New Year on January 1st, 
the church celebrates her New Year on the First Sunday of 
Advent.  Once again Jesus invites us to renew our spiritual 
lives during this 4-Sunday season.  I highly recommend 
making a visit to our Eucharistic Adoration devotion in the 
Oratory on Fridays and going to confession as part of your 
Advent observation.  During this Year of Faith you might 
want to bring a your Bible and/or nice Catholic book to 
read while you are in the presence of the Lord in adoration.  
You’ll be amazed at what inspirations you will get being in 
the presence of Our Blessed Lord!
 
            I’m still briefly away this past week and will soon 
be back in full swing for the rest of December.  In the 
meantime, I’ve been enjoying visiting my family in the 
Washington Metropolitan area.  I’ve also been spending 
time outdoors in God’s scenic natural wonders of Loudoun 
County and “collecting” venison meat for the freezer.
 
                                                Your shepherd in Christ,
                                                Father Escalante

PLAN AHEAD
Schedule of Masses for Christmas:
Dec. 24
5 pm Vigil - Family Mass with Children's 
Choir
8 pm Vigil - Teen Mass with Band
10:30 pm Vigil - Traditional Mass with Choir
Dec. 25
8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 12:30 pm

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
is a Holy Day of Obligation.

Mass Times  are:
Fri., Dec. 7 7pm
Sat., Dec. 8 9am & 12pm



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Ba-
dura; Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete 
Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zursch-
meide; PV2 Ryan Badura; Cdr Bill Balding, USN; 2nd 
Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary 
Martz, LTC Jay Hallam
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Marian Welsh, Michael Mallen, Ruth 
Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, 
Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton 
Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, John 
Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez, Marilyn Mof-
fett, Mary Sierzega, Catherine Lovell, Barbara Curtis, 
Mildred Gilmore

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *

General List

•Christmas choir singers and instrumentalists—We’re looking for more 
singers and instrumentalists for our Christmas Masses.  Please contact our 
Music Director, Michael Galdo for more details.
 
• Helpers to decorate the church for Christmas Mass—Our Liturgy Director, 
Cathy Mitchell, is looking for extra help to prepare and decorate the church for 
Christmas.  Now is your chance to “welcome” Jesus into the world and make up 
for the mistake of those who told Mary and Joseph that there was “no room at the 
inn.”  Please contact Cathy at c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org or 540.338.6381 
(ext. 110) for more info.

• Pray for my staff member, Janice Rees—She had a successful double-
knee operation on November 16.  Please pray that Janice will recover 
soon.

• Friday Eucharistic Adorers—We still need more participants in our 
Friday afternoon Eucharistic Adoration.  Please contact Mark Donofrio to 
place yourself on the schedule by calling 540.338.8133 or sending him an 
email: sixdonofrios@comcast.net.

• Needed:  A driver, a pick up truck or two , and 4 or 5 men to help • 
with some loading. We have generously been given an altar and 3 or 4 
chairs, and candlesticks from local church in the area that we can use 
here at St. Francis.  But we have to come and pick them up.  If there 
are any men to help Father Escalante with this gift, could you please 
call the office this week. We would like to get this before Christmas.

Music Ministry

• Adult Choir members  - We still need lots of adult  members

******************
 
You can always contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 
ext. 102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in 
person.

Got ‘em !

• Thank you for your donation to the Fall Harvest 8,000 lb. Food Challenge.  I’m 
still waiting for the final tabulation of the donations and I’m hoping to have that 
by the next bulletin.  We really appreciate your generous contribution to feed the 
hungry in our area.
•   So far we’ve had just enough volunteers to cover every hour of our weekly 
Friday Eucharistic adorations.  We really could use more participants so please 
check the info above and contact Mark Donofrio to sign up.

Irene Taylor - December  7, 2011
Rosalie Weaver - December 26, 2010

Adel Salem - December 14, 2010
Lorena Thurman - December 11, 2010
Anne Marie Hooks - December 5, 2010

Dr. Harry G. Geyer, Dec. 22, 2009
Hannah Emeline Brown, Dec. 22, 2009

Genevieve M. Boucher, Dec. 7, 2009
Rev. Michael Craig Kelly, Dec. 31, 2008

Miriam E. Moore, Dec. 27, 2008
Patricia Ann Bettens, Dec. 4, 2007

Aurelia Charlotte Kulik, Dec. 27, 2006
Carroll Ed Frawley, Dec. 15, 2005

Vera Redmond Terminella, Dec. 20, 2005
Mary Theresa Skarzenski, Dec. 6, 2004

Manuel J. Kelley, Dec. 26, 2004
Patricia Louise Shannon, Dec. 9, 2002
Alberto Joseph Sliverio, Dec. 6, 2001

Robert Michael Schwartz, Dec. 8, 2001
Mary Violet Miller, Dec. 26, 2001
James F. Alexander, Dec. 14, 2000

Sophia Dolores Shannon, Dec. 26, 2000
Evelyne N. Newman, Dec. 10, 1998

Robert E. Schilling, Sr., Dec. 18, 1998
Anthony Peter Moorcones, Dec. 28, 1994
William Henry Ahalt, Sr., Dec. 31, 1992

Mary Loretto Lansdale, Dec. 1, 1989
John Parkinson Fahey, Dec. 3, 1989
Morgan Augustus Trail, Dec. 8, 1989

Joseph Siemen, Dec. 20, 1989
Ruth P. Bradshaw, Dec. 27, 1988

James A.Walsh, Dec. 14, 1987
Jennie R. Ortiz, Dec.13, 1984

John Morton – December 1984
Pauline L. Randall, Dec. 1, 1983

Sidonie M. Lestaevel, Dec. 2, 1979
Joan L. Patrick, Dec. 8, 1978

Charles E. Schonder, Dec. 13, 1977
Daniel J. Ludlam, Dec. 21, 1977

Below are the names of people along with the date 
of death from our parish since the time St. Francis 
de Sales became a parish in 1967. Scripture tells us 

to pray for the living and the dead. Let us 
commend to the Lord’s mercy the following:



This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before 
Jesus physically present before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and 

exposed upon the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that deeper, 
more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very core of our Faith and a true gift 

for our soul and spiritual well-being.  

Friday, December 7

All parishioners are invited and encouraged 
to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament every Friday.  

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or sixdono-
frios@comcast.net if you would like to become a regular adorer, 
substitute or have any questions.  For regular adorers who can-
not make their scheduled time this month, please let Mark know 
so we can ensure adequate coverage.

Rosary at 12:30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm
Scriptural Rosary at the 7pm 
Teen Holy Hour 

First Friday Eucharistic 
Adoration



St. Francis Parish Invited for an evening with

Sister Clare 
A Franciscan Sister
Of  the Eucharist
Sunday, December 9, 7-9pm  
In St. Francis Church
Light refreshments served afterwards

Sister Clare Hunter Speaking about:

Respect Life Issues
Respecting the sanctity of life and the dignity of every human person 
from moment of conception to natural death. 

Respect Life topics include abortion, capital punishment, contraception/sterilization, 
euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research, human cloning, infertility and in-vitro Fertil-
ization.



TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Reminders for 8th Grade:
8th grade Sunday classes will be at Woodgrove on Sun.
Dec. 2 & 9.  We will meet at Church in the parish hall for 
class on Sunday, December 16.

Sun., Dec. 2 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at WHS
  Grades K-8 Session 2 -10:35am at WHS
Mon., Dec. 3 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  - 
     4:15pm at SFDS
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 4 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Dec. 5 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at SFDS
  First Penance (Session 1) - 4:30pm

Sun., Dec. 9 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at WHS
  Grades K-8 Session 2 -10:35am at WHS
Mon., Dec. 10 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  - 
     4:15pm at SFDS
     First Penance (Wkdy) - 4:30pm
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Dec. 11 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm at SFDS
Wed., Dec. 12 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at SFDS
  First Penance (Session 2) - 4:30pm

WE HAVE A DATE!
The Most Reverend Timothy P. Broglio, Archbishop for 
the Military Services, will be coming to confer the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation on 104 of our parish youth on 
Saturday, April 20.
The Confirmation Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 10am Sunday, Session 1 & Wednesday class
         2pm    Sunday, Session 2 & Tuesday class

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
All Teens are welcome.  Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we cel-
ebrate the Teen Mass together.     
 
Youth Group - 7:15-9pm.  Dec. 2nd - regular Youth Group.  
Dec. 9th Visiting speaker, Sister Clare.  Dec. 16 Workcamp 
Meeting and Christmas Party.  
 
Cooking and Serving for the Homeless Shelter:  Monday, 
Dec. 10th we will cook food for the homeless shelter in the 
church hall 4:30-6pm.  Tuesday, Dec. 11th we will serve the 
food at the shelter in Leesburg.  4:45-7:30pm.  To help, 
RSVP to janedhs78@aol.com.  
 
Sister Clare Hunter will be speaking on Dec. 9th, 7:15-9pm.  
She will be speaking on Respect Life Issues including abor-
tion, chastity, capital punishment, contraception/steriliza-
tion, euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research and human 
cloning, and infertility and in-vitro fertilization.  
 
Christmas Party - Join us on Sunday as we celebrate Christ-
mas.  All high school students invited. See below, Workcamp 
Christmas Party.  
Workcamp Meeting/Christmas Party - Dec. 16th, 7:15-9pm.  
Please all people wanting to go to Workcamp should attend 
this meeting.  We will also be celebrating  Christmas on this 
night.  If you can, bring a cash donation (no matter how big 
or small)  We will be buying chickens, goats, pigs, water, or 
medical supplies for those in need with Compassion Interna-
tional or the International Justice Mission.  

Workcamp 2013 -  This years Workcamp is to Lexington, 
NC, June 23-29.  If interested, you should sign up now, 
space is limited this year.  $150 deposit is due and will 
reserve your spot.  See me if this is a problem.  Come be a 
part of this life changing awesome adventure of a lifetime. 
Workcamp Fundraiser - We would like each of the Work-
campers to sell 5 cookbooks.  Christmas is the perfect 
time.  They make awesome gifts with great recipes, amazing 
stories that will touch your heart, and beautiful water-
colors and photos.  You can pick your cookbooks up in the 
church office or at the Youth Group on Sunday nights.  For 
Christmas, we will have a special price of $15.  This is a gift 
that keeps on giving and it gives an idea of what Workcamp 
is all about. 
 
Mount 2000 IGNITE!!!- Sign up for Mount 2000 NOW!!!  I 
have registered for 20 slots.  Mount 2000 is a retreat on a 
much bigger scale than our retreats with over 1500 people 
from all over the country.  It is an awesome retreat run 
by the seminarians.  If you want to get excited about your 
faith and be on fire for the Lord, sign up for Mount 2000.  
It is at Mount St. Mary’s College in Emmitsburg, MD, Feb.  
8-10

RE Office Hours for December
Monday-Wednesday: 1:30-6pm

Thursday: 12-4pm
Friday: Closed

St.Nicholas’ Day is 
Dec. 6
Don’t forget to celebrate 
the feast of the real-life 
model of Santa Claus!



New Bible Study for the 
New Year….  

Please register by December 16th!

The Book of Judges
The Book of Judges records the Isra-
elites' descent into sin and the terrible 
consequences. The 12 heroes of the 
book seem larger than life but they 
were imperfect, just as we are, which 
makes this book just as relevant today. 
Judges is a stern reminder that God punishes sin but is always ready 
to forgive the repentant sinner and take him back.

For more information, contact Dave and Lisa Doseff at 540-822-
3026 or lisadoseff@loudounwireless.com

Please place the registration form (below) in the box in the narthex.
 
Classes meet for 11 sessions. I would like to attend (please check 
one)…  

_____  Tuesday mornings, 10am – 12 noon,  begins January 8th
_____  Thursday evenings, 7-9 pm, begins January 10th

Name (s):______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Phone: __________________ E-mail _______________________

Please check one:

_____ Enclosed is my check for $22 for study materials made out 
to St. Francis de Sales Parish. (Family members may share a set of 
materials.)  
_____ I would like a scholarship to be able to attend this course.  

Baptism Instruction Class
The Baptism instruction class for the month of December will take 
place on Friday, January 6, 2013.  The Baptism class for January will 
be held as usual on the last Friday of the month. Reservations are 
encouraged.

Have you noticed?!?
People often stay after Mass on Sundays to pray or meditate. It is a 
kindness to them to keep the sanctuary quiet by going to the narthex or 
the oratory for conversation.  Quick communication in the sanctuary can 
be done in a whisper. So please be aware of whether people are trying to 
pray after mass and be considerate of their need for peace and quiet. 

Welcome to the Family!
The following new parishioners 

were baptized during the
 month of November:  

Nicholas Michael Vaughn, child of Mike & Kim Vaughn
                                                          
Lily Morgan Jeffers, child of Jacob & Jillian Jeffers
                                                          
Caroline Anne Davis, child of Thomas & Carly Davis
                                                          
Emily Grace Jones, child of John & Rebecca Jones
                                                          
Alexander Roderick McKenney, child of Nicholas & Jennifer 
McKenney

Theology Courses at Christendom Graduate 
School
 Enrich your life and learn more about the Faith by taking a course at 
the Christendom Graduate School! The session runs from Jan. 14 – 
May 4 at our convenient Alexandria campus (on Queen of Apostles 
Parish grounds) we are offering:
Moral Theology; Philosophical Errors; New Testament; The Virtues; 
Christology; Church History II; Soteriology: Theology of Salvation; 
The Catechetical Tradition; Introduction to Ecclesiastical Latin 
We welcome both degree-seeking and casual students, on either a part-
time or full-time basis. 
We have low tuition rates and discounts for seniors, catechists, and 
Catholic school teachers. WE ALSO HAVE ONLINE COURSES. 
For more information, please visit www.christendom.edu/grad, call 
703.658.4304, or email us at NDGS@Christendom.edu. 

New Fish Fry Ministry
I know Christmas is around the corner, but it’s not too early to 
think fish!!!The new Fish Fry Ministry is looking for people who 
would like to be involved in this popular and growing event.  
Please take this opportunity to think about joining our fun crew.  
More information  will follow next month.  If you are interested, 
please contact Joyce Sparbanie at 412-478-5996 or JSparRN@
gmail.com

Soul Stitch will meet December 5, 9:30-11:30 in 
the Parish Hall. We are making shawls for work camp and 
hats/sweaters for teens. If you are interested in making Baptismal 
Bibs please plan to attend. Packets and instructions will be provided. 
If you have questions please call Sheila Ralph at 703.431.7360.

Next Sunday is our last blood drive for 2012. 
Join us on Blood Drive Sunday, 9 December, 
with an Awesome Act for Thanksgiving of the Gift of Life. IBDS 
continues to experience an increasing demand for blood while 
blood donation levels are decreasing. You 
are needed more than ever!
The Sign-up list is posted in the narthex 
for all who attend Mass at St. Francis de 
Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 540 338-6313 or 
register at the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or 
scheduling information.



Birthright of Loudoun County is a pregnancy assistance 
service that helps mothers in need have their babies.  Cur-
rently, we are in need of gently used maternity clothing.  It 
is a luxury for our moms to have properly fitting clothing 
throughout their pregnancy.  We are currently accepting 
donations Monday thru Friday 9:30am – 12:30pm and Tues-
days from 7pm – 8:30pm. Our address is 823 S. King Street 
Suite I  Leesburg.

COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS?
While this season is meant to bring feelings of love and cheer it’s also 
the harbinger of holiday stress for many.  Recent losses, financial set-
backs, and other life changing situations can bring on feelings of grief, 
anxiety and depression making the holiday season a challenging one.  
Stress and depression can ruin what should be a celebratory time, and 
hurt your health.   Learning ways to care for yourself and others can 
help you find comfort, support and healing this time of year.
Please join us in the St. John the Apostle Parish Center (opposite the 
new church), Leesburg, on Tuesday, December 4th, at 10:30am.  
Jamie Losikoff-Kent, MSW, grief and bereavement counselor with 
Capital Caring, will lead the group in an inter-active presentation.  For 
further information, please contact Teresa McCarthy (703-777-8099 
or tandtmccarthy@aol.com).

Community Holiday Coalition
Give yourself a gift this year: sign up to volunteer during the 
Thanksgiving or Christmas Holiday Stores. Volunteers must 
be at least 15 years old.For more info about volunteering, call 
703-737-8367 or e-mail holidayvolunteers@loudoun.gov.

The Christmas Giving Tree is 
Here! Please take a tag from the Giving Tree and return 
the NEW, UNWRAPPED item with tag attached under the tree. 
Gift cards can be placed in the basket on the tree or in container 
marked gift cards. We will deliver the gifts to the Community 
Holiday Coalition, Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun 
Abused Women’s Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local 
nursing homes and needy families within our parish and com-
munity, as well at the Veteran’s Hospital in Martinsburg. Tags 
for Project Gabriel are also on the tree and you may send your 
donation to the address listed on the tag.  Please bring gifts for 
the Community Holiday Coalition no later than December 4. All 
other donations need to be returned by December 18. 
  The Community of St. Francis de Sales has always been very 
generous to our neediest neighbors. Thanks so much to all of you 
who have contributed during the year to local organizations and 
individuals through the Giving Tree! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the 
Giving Tree Social Justice Committee.  
It’s fun to volunteer with the Christmas 
Giving Tree program! Please contact 
Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccier-
in@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 
540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my 
people, that you do unto me”  Mt 25:40  

Allder Montessori, a Catholic Montessori program 
in Purcellville, has immediate and January openings for ages 3-6 
in its 5-day academic programs. Tours by appointment. Email 
Suzanne Stanmeyer at sstanmeyer@gmail.com for further info.

Calling all 6th, 7th and 8th Graders!!!

Please join us on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7th from 7:00-
8:30pm in the Church Hall for an evening of Rosary making, 
instruction and understanding.  The MAC PAC (Middle-
schoolers And Christ (Prayer. Action. Charity.) is sponsoring a 
very special night to make unique one-of-a-kind rosaries with 
beads, metal crucifixes and centerpieces that the children will 
design themselves. Plus, we will spend time teaching them all 
about this beautiful prayer.  The children will 
have enough supplies to make one (1) special 
beaded rosary to keep or give as a special 
Christmas gift.    Please RSVP for the event at 
BMcRoberts@Starpower.net or 540-668-7214 
– in order to have enough supplies, we need 
RSVPs by December 5th.   A $15 fee will be 
collected prior to class to cover supplies.

  MARCH FOR LIFE 2013 will be on Friday, 
January 25, 2013! The Arlington Diocese has planned a 
morning Mass with Bishop Loverde and rally at George Mason Uni-
versity.  Plan now to participate!  Our parish will be taking one bus 
from St. Francis to GMU, then to D.C. for the Rally/March and then 
returning to St. Francis.  The cost is $20 per person and includes a 
GMU ticket,  Chick-fil-A lunch and all transportation.  Tickets will be 
sold in January or email Sue at cypher6@verizon.net.  Tickets would 
be a great Christmas gift/stockingstuffer. Come and be a witness to 
the respect of all human life on this 40thAnniversary of the Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision. 

PLEASE HELP
My son, Russell, has a rare blood disease called Thalassemia. His 
body does not produce normal blood so he needs to get a blood 
transfusion every 3 weeks. He cannot use regular blood bank blood 
because of food allergies. Therefore he gets blood from some donors 
who are willing to direct their donation to Russell. We are in need 
of new donors with type A or O blood. If you are willing and able to 
become a regular directed donor for Russell please contact me, Hank 
Becker phone 703-771-0238. I will answer any questions and explain 
all the details of what this entails. GOD BLESS YOU.


