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Welcome!

Please register and become part of our parish community.
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Saint Francis de Sales painted by parishioner, Debbie Cadenas

Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily Masses

Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction

Adoration is held every Friday, following the 12 noon Mass until
10pm. On First Friday, Adoration continues throughout the night
with Benediction at 8:45am Saturday.
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Teen Holy Hour.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am;
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment
Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the intended
date of marriage.
Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is
the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.
Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion
and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound upon
request. Please call the office to let us know.

Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2012
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Through his suffering, my servant shall justify many.
— Isaiah 53:11b

Additional Adoration Times

Our Parish is adding weekly Adoration times in addition to our normallyscheduled 1st Friday Adoration. Adoration will start after the Noon Mass
and continue until 10pm. The schedule will be the same for all other
Fridays (except the 1st Friday of each month when Adoration will continue
until the Saturday morning Mass). This is a great way to kick-off the "Year
of Faith" since the Eucharist is the very core of our faith. Please sign-up for
an hour on the schedule in the Narthex or contact Mark Donofrio at 540338-8133, SFDS.Adoration@comcast.net. You do not need to commit to a
permanent set time every week (though you certainly can!) but we do need
everyone's help with covering the hours each week so we have an idea of
what times we need help with in advance. Thank you!

Debbie Cadenas with her
beautiful portrait of
Saint Francis de Sales

POP Fund Appeals Being Accepted Now

Did you know that since 2001 the Preferential Option for the Poor Fund,
POP Fund for short, has given away more than $400,000 to over 200 local,
national and international organizations serving the poor? St. Francis de
Sales sets aside 5% of the weekly offertory into the POP Fund. That money
is to be used to support organizations in our community and around the
world that are working to lessen the hardships of the poor.
If you would like to nominate an organization for a POP Fund gift, please
send a written request to the church office with the name of the organization
and a suggested contribution amount, ideas for how the gift could be used,
and some background on your personal connection to the group. A group
may receive only one gift each year and parishioners can make only one
nomination per year. Individual mission projects are not eligible for POP
funds. All appeals must be in by Friday, November 2.

Tue., Oct. 23
		
		
Wed., Oct. 24
Thu., Oct. 25

This Week

Joshua Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory
Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Joshua Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., Oct. 20
9:00 am
Sat., Oct. 20
5:00 pm
Sun., Oct. 21
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm
Mon. Oct. 22
9:00 am
Tue., Oct. 23
6:30 am
Wed., Oct. 24
9:00 am
Thu., Oct. 25
6:30 am
Fri., Oct,. 26
6:30 am
12:00 noon
Sat., Oct. 27
9:00 am
Sat., Oct. 27
5:00 pm
Sun., Oct. 28
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm

Weekday
Joseph Krebs
Vigil: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Annece Brown-Downing
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Stephen D’Elia
+ Patricia Howard
The Fisher Family
People of the Parish
+ Fred Meyers
Weekday
Marion Thomas
Weekday
Mike Barth
Weekday
Spencer Schwartz
Weekday
+ Ethel West
Weekday
John Burgess
+ Martha Kennedy
Weekday
Thomas and Joyce Summers
Vigil: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Joseph Nassaur
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Marsella Lippert
+ Stephen D’Elia
+ Suzanne Flaherty
People of the Parish
+ Nat Hamilton

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - October l4
YEAR TO DATE		  	
2nd Collection			

$ 11,548
$ 181,595
$
1,626

Electronic Offertory for September $
Building Our Faith for September $

18,921
5,937

Readings for the Week
Monday:		
Tuesday:		
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:		
Saturday:		
Sunday:		

Eph 2:1-10; Lk 12:13-21
Eph 2:12-22; Lk 12:35-38
Eph 3:2-12; Lk 12:39-48
Eph 3:14-21; Lk 12:49-53
Eph 4:1-6; Lk 12:54-59
Eph 4:7-16; Lk 13:1-9
Jer 31:7-9; Ps 126; Heb 5:1-6; Mk 10:46-52

Shepherd’s
Notes
A “Big Help” from the Stewardship Council

   I would like to commend the great help I received from our
stewardship council members in presenting to the parish the importance of supporting the weekly church contribution. Beth Gallegos
and Beth Gruneisen spoke very well from their hearts before the end
of each Sunday Mass about parish stewardship. It is very helpful that
parishioners themselves express the importance of financial stewardship as one’s duty to help God’s various ministries in our region. I
thought they were very articulate in reflecting that the existence of
a parish depends on the generous financial contribution of its members. They pointed out clearly the shortfall we’ve had from last year’s
budget and encouraged you to respond to God’s call on how you could
make a sacrifice to help cover our expenses. By now you should have
received the mailing that they sent outlining the parish financial data.
This weekend is commitment Sunday and we ask you to pray to Our
Lord on how you may extend your generous sacrificial giving. And I
am most thankful to our stewardship council (the 2 Beths and Jennifer
Dize + their husbands’ support) for the well organized planning of the
Increase Offertory Program. They did a heroic job considering I didn’t
give them a lot of time to prepare!

New Saint Francis de Sales portrait!

   We are most thankful to our parishioner and local artist, Debbie
Cadenas, for painting a most beautiful portrait of our patron, Saint
Francis de Sales! The completion and arrival of the painting could not
have come on a better day: October 11, 2012 – the opening day of the
Year of Faith as declared by our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI.
Let me give you a brief synopsis of how the portrait found its way
in our church. This year’s September 30th Ask the Priest column had
a request to have a St. Francis de Sales image placed in the church. I
responded that I had been looking for the perfect image and expressed
if anyone would be willing to donate for the cost of it. Lo and behold,
I certainly got a far better deal than I could have ever imagined. A few
days later Debbie called and offered to paint and donate the picture
herself! As everyone can see, Debbie likely just painted one of the best
pictures of St. Francis de Sales in the whole world! I have searched for
the last couple of years and never found anything close to what she just
created. What is even incredible is that the painting was completed in
less than two weeks!
   Thank you very much again, Debbie, for your most generous
contribution to our parish. Parishioners and visitors will honor your
portrait in the years to come. May Saint Francis de Sales always abundantly bless you and your family!

Ask the Priest

Q. Would it be possible to give children who are not receiving communion a small blessing when they come to the front of the church
with their parents during the communion procession? This has been
done in other churches and it makes the little kids feel important. –
Anonymous
A. A few years ago I used to give a blessing to the children (sometimes
adults) who came forward with their arms folded until I realized that
the liturgy does not allow priests to give a blessing whenever the Holy
Eucharist is exposed! All of us priests should have known this all along
because whenever we do an exposition of the Eucharist before the end
of Mass, the liturgy always omits the final blessing and dismissal (if
you’ve never seen this come to our Friday noon Mass and Eucharistic
adoration afterwards). It is regarded disrespectful to Jesus to give a
blessing when his real presence is in view of the faithful. After Pope
John Paul II made a slight revision of the Mass in 2000, all of us
priests in the diocese attended a liturgy instructional seminar given by
Rev. James Moroney, the USSCCB Secretariat for the Liturgy at the
time, who reminded the priests that it was a liturgical misinterpretation in the 1970’s to bless people who are not receiving communion.
This was not previously allowed and the norm has not changed. The
communion line is not a blessing line but is exclusively only for the
distribution of the Holy Eucharist. Everyone (including little children)
receives a blessing at the end of the Mass (unless you leave after communion—which you shouldn’t do except for a real grave reason). The
anticipation of receiving the Eucharist in the near future actually makes
the children recognize the importance of the Eucharist and gives them
a healthy yearning to receive Our Lord’s sacred body & blood for the
first time. If you would like to read what the Vatican’s Congregation
for Divine Worship has written about blessings at communion go to the
following website: www.adoremus.org/0209CDW_Blessing.html.
Q. Who thought of the cross to kill Jesus? –Faith G.
A. The Romans brought this form of punishment and death to Israel
during the time of Jesus designed for the worst criminals. Those who
plotted against Jesus succeeded in getting the Pontius Pilate the crucifixion sentence.
Q. My CCD teacher said that Mary was not born without sin because she is “human.” Is this true? –Anonymous
A. If that was what your CCD teacher said, then he or she is absolutely
WRONG! The dogma of the Immaculate Conception teaches that
Mary was conceived absolutely free from original sin. It is my hope
that the CCD teacher was heard wrong by your class and that he or she
reads this Ask the Priest column. Ask your teacher to make the correct
clarification in class that Mary was conceived, born and lived entirely
without committing sin. If not, I’d like to meet your CCD teacher!

Purcellville’s Town-wide Tag Sale

I also would like to thank Paul Kerstanski and his family for
generously organizing a table for our parish at the Town-wide Tag Sale.
Not counting prep time, they spent the whole weekend manning our
section at Fireman’s Field to sell the donated materials and raised $760!
The Kerstanskis worked really hard to raise money for our new parish
center and we are most thankful for their dedication. Paul also shared
his notes on how we can even make next year a bigger and better
project!
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Mass to Pray for Healing of Victims/Survivors of
Sexual Abuse

In 2004, Bishop Loverde began a series of diocesan-sponsored
Masses to pray for healing of victims/survivors of sexual abuse. The
Masses are followed by a reception. The next Mass will be on Tuesday October 23 at 7:30pm at Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church in
Potomac Falls. Bishop Paul S. Loverde will preside.

Blood Drive Number 95 on October 14 is in the

books and we thank you for supporting a very successful drive.
We registered 66 and Inova drew 66 units from our donors to
ensure lifesaving blood products for up to 198 family members,
our faith community, and friends and neighbors in our local area.
9 donors completed the ALYX double red cell procedure that
netted 18 units of the 66 drawn.
We gratefully thank each of our registrants who provided these
Awesome Acts of Kindness, the Gift of Life. Our 2012 total for
5 drives is 376 units or 46.6 gallons for a total of more than 640
gallons. This break-out year continues well ahead of all prior
yearly performances. Our donation average for 5 drives this year
is 14 more than any prior annual drive average, truly remarkable!
My thanks to all who made the drive and the day a resounding
success: Jack Spisak, set up and cleanup; Tim Schutte adding
bagels and cream cheese to his refreshment layout and set up; our
calling team of Wendy Mitter, Mary and Tracy Beglau, and Lois
D’Elia; Lois D’Elia, Julia Kogut, and Chris Adams, registration;
Adonay Jimenez, help with refreshments; and Sean O’Hara,
clean up. And again our Parish Office support was great.
We thank you all. Mark your calendars for the next blood drive
on December 9.

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *
General List
• Goal of 8,000 lbs. of food for our Fall Harvest Food Drive—Our Knights of
Columbus is once again making a Fall season food drive to prepare our food banks
for the winter by making a special promo for extra food donation. The food bags
are now available for the November 10-11 Share Sunday collection.
• Confessional box maker—Is there anyone who knows how to make our flimsy
confessionals better or even build us better ones? We also have been using
background church music to provide extra “soundproofing” for our penitents. Paid,
discounted or volunteer work will be considered.
• Leftover giveaways from last week’s Town-wide Tag Sale—Check the Hall for
free items such as TV, furniture & computer printers for the taking.
• New Vocations Promoter—We need a new parish liaison to promote vocations to
the priesthood, religious life and dedicated single and family life. Our volunteer for
the past couple of years, Micah Willard, has accepted a new teaching job and now
lives in Front Royal. We could use a new volunteer to coordinate events with our
diocese and we graciously thank Micah for all the help he has given us.
• New CONVERTS or just interested in learning why Catholics believe what
they believe. The new RCIA weekly class began on Tuesday, September 25 at
7:30pm in the Oratory. Catholics who want a faith refresher course during the Year
of Faith are welcome to attend. It’s not too late to join. Just come and show up.

Matthew Joseph Speegle
son of Brian & Katie Speegle
Wilfred Gah-Fai Declan Lo
son of Wilfred & Brigid Lo
Teagan Rose Bauder
son of Thomas & Courtney Bauder

Our thoughts and
prayers are with ...
Our Military Members:
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon
Badura; Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. Robert
Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim Marshall;
PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan Badura; Cdr Bill
Balding, USN; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez, Capt. Andrew
Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz, LTC Jay Hallam
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Father Tom Cassidy, David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor,
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, Grant
Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton
Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto,
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, John
Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez, Marilyn Moffett, Mary Sierzega, Catherine Lovell

Music Ministry
• Adult Choir members - No age restriction and we need a lot of adult members
• Volunteer Cantors (Adults & Young ones. Michael Galdo will train new ones.)

You can always contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext.
102), by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Got ‘em!
• Brand new and freshly painted portrait of our patron, Saint Francis de Sales!
Local painter and parishioner, Debbie Cadenas, donated the remarkably beautiful
painting and frame of our parish patron on October 11, quite timely, day 1 of the
Year of Faith declared by Pope Benedict XVI. We are so thankful to Debbie for
her generous dedication in completing the portrait in less than 2 weeks!
• Donated items for the Purcellville Town-wide Tag Sale and raised $760 for our
new parish center!
• Parishioner (Dermot Winters) with several years of geotechnical engineering
experience will monitor the building of our new parish center. He read my mind
and volunteered before I could even put the job on my wish list! Anyone with a
qualified background and interested in helping him please contact me.
• 16 attending RCIA Class: 11 non-Catholics (4 from the personal letter invitation!)
and 5 Catholic “refreshers”

Religious Education

Melissa Gobs, DRE
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org
Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

This week in class, October 21-24 we will be teaching our yearly
chastity lesson to grades 1, 5-8. Information regarding the content
of these lessons as well as at home resources have been emailed to
all families in our program. Please review this material and feel free
to contact the RE office with any questions.

TEEN FAITH
NEWS
TEEN MASS - at 6pm every
Sunday. All Teens are welcome.
Join us in the front left 3 rows of church as we
celebrate the Teen Mass together.
Youth Group - If you missed the Kick Off, No
Worries!!! You can still come to Youth Group. We
meet almost every Sunday at 7:15pm, after the
Teen Mass. Youth Group is for all High Schoolers 9-12 grades. You can bring friends. If you're
still not sure, check out the poster on the bulletin
board in the narthex. You can get an idea of some
of the activities that we do throughout the year.
No Youth Group - Oct. 21, 7:15-9pm. We will be at
the Youth Rally.
Youth Rally - This Sunday, Oct. 21, 10:30am-9pm.
Youth Group BONFIRE & Hay Ride - UNDER
THE STARS!!! Sunday, Oct. 28, 7:15 - 9pm on
church grounds. Come listen to scary stories from
a special guest, Fr. Tewes!!!

Another productive day at the Volunteer Farm!
45 parents and kids braved a cool damp day
to gather the last of the season’s watermelons,
tomatoes, peppers and squash. St. Francis de
Sales parishioners are great supporters of the
Farm. Watch the bulletin for our next trip in the
spring. All are welcome!

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Oct. 21
		
Mon., Oct. 22
		
		
Tue., Oct. 23
Wed., Oct. 24
Sun., Oct. 28
		
Mon., Oct. 29
		
		
Tue., Oct. 30
Wed., Oct. 31

Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
Grades K-8 Session 2 -10:35am at Woodgrove
Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs -		
4:15pm - at St. Francis
RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove
Grades K-8 Session 2 -10:35am at Woodgrove
Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs -		
4:15pm - at St. Francis
RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
NO CLASSES

Fall Retreat - "Challenges" All High School
Students are welcome to Sign up now for the Fall
Retreat, Nov. 9-11. We will leave Friday, Nov. 9th
at 6pm and return on Sunday, Nov. 11th by 6pm in
time for Teen Mass. We are going up to the mountains in Keezletown, VA near JMU.
Guitar Players & Singers - Looking for some teens
who can play and/or sing.
B I N G O ! ! ! Come join us for an awesome night
of Bingo, Saturday, Nov. 17th. Save the date.

JaneTreado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

NEW!!! Young Adult Group
18-30 year olds invited. Curious about
what the Young Adults of St. Francis are
up to?
Check out: www.meetup.com/
St-Francis-de-Sales-Young-Adults/
E-mail: Adonay.Jimenez@gmail.com
Scan:

Saint Francis de Sales Parish
And the Knights of Columbus

“Fall Harvest 8,000 lb Food Challenge”
We are gearing up for the annual Catholic Charities Fall Harvest
food drive. Last year we set a goal of 3,000 pounds and took in a
whopping 6,000 pounds. This year, the Knights have set our goal at 8,000 pounds of food.
Yes, that’s correct - 4 TONS of food! Throughout our Diocese, 212,000 people, or about
10% of the population are food insecure. Individuals experiencing food insecurity are
unable to purchase enough food to last until the next paycheck.

The parishioners of Saint Francis de Sales, with the support of the Knights of Columbus,
have enthusiastically responded to the needs of Catholic Charities each month by filling
their “Share Sunday” bags with food. In 2010 and 2011, the parishioners of Saint Francis
alone donated 16,114 and 17,882 pounds of food to Catholic Charities, respectively. This
means that we have provided food for one year for many of our neighboring families in
need. This is an achievement beyond expectations.
The summer season takes its toll on the shelves at Catholic Charities and they are now near
empty of food. “Fall Harvest gives us the chance to come together as a diocese, as a
community of faith, and fight hunger. Working together we can do great things.”

Because of this urgent need of food, we would like to increase our show of support and
concern for our neighbors in need by challenging each family of Saint Francis to do the most
they can in terms of donating food. We have set aside Sunday, November 11, as our “Fall
Harvest 8,000 lb Food Challenge”. Our goal is to collect 8,000 pounds of food
donations on that day. The Knights of Columbus will be adding extra forces to
accommodate what we hope will be an onslaught of donations that will contribute greatly
toward filling the shelves at Catholic Charities for the upcoming winter months. If you
haven’t yet participated in our Share Sunday food drives, now is the time to take action.

Our Share Sunday food donations have created a tremendous partnership between Saint
Francis de Sales and Catholic Charities Western Regional Office. Because of the sacrifices of
the members of Saint Francis de Sales, families just like us, who have come into hard times,
are enjoying meals they would not have had if it weren’t for these sacrifices.

Share Sunday takes place the second Sunday of every month here at Saint Francis de Sales.
We urge you to fill your Share Sunday bags with as much non perishable food items as
possible, and meet our “Fall Harvest 8,000 lb Challenge” on the weekend of Nov. 11.
Catholic Charities and our neighbors in need greatly appreciate your support.
God bless you all.
Father Escalante

From the Music Ministry
The Communion Song

Here we would like to take some space to explain musical elements
in the liturgy: why we do things a certain way, why music is significant, and what is the congregation's role in the music. These next few
weeks I would like to examine the Communion Song in particular.
The purpose of the Communion Song is threefold: to express unity
in spirit by unity of voices, to show joy in the heart, and to highlight
the "communitarian" nature of the procession. A unique challenge
to the music is the constant motion of the congregation and the
consumption of the body and blood of Christ. Hymnals are put aside
and mouths are used for consumption. So how does the Communion
Song fit into this? For the past four weeks (this week included) we
have used a psalm setting for the Communion Song with a short refrain and verses. The refrain ought to be sung by all, while the verses
are sung by the cantor. In this way, those in procession can continue
to participate without the burden of books, and for those consuming,
the verses offer a time to join oneself to the music by listening. If all
goes well, we do in fact see a unity in the whole action--all join in for
refrains, all join in procession, all join in times of listening and meditation. Next week, we'll examine how the Communion song shows
joy in the heart, the content of the song, and how texts are chosen for
communion. - Michael Galdo

Diocesan-wide Girls’ Scouting Retreat

For Girl Scouts, American Heritage and Campfire Girls in grades
6 - 12--a retreat honoring the soon-to-be-canonized Blessed Kateri
Tekakwitha, led by Fr. Kevin Beres with assistance from the Women's Apostolate to Youth. Have a retreat requirement for a badge?
Or just want to have some fun with other scouts? The retreat will
include talks, activities, adoration, confession and Mass. Come to
St. Michael Parish from 9 - 3 on Saturday, October 27th. For more
information, call Carole Morris at 703-923-9351. Please register at
www.arlingtondiocesescouting.org/

Bishop O'Connell High School Open House

Sunday, Nov. 11, 1-3 p.m. - Bring your family for a full tour of
our facilities. See our brand-new chemistry labs, meet our teachers, administrators and coaches, and chat with current students.
No RSVP necessary. For more information, visit www.bishopoconnell.org/visit or call 703-237-1433. Bishop O'Connell High
School is located at 6600 Little Falls Road in Arlington.

20th Intl. Week of Prayer & Fasting:
Imploring God’s Mercy Oct. 20-Nov 6

In October of this year, we are uniting for 18 days of prayer and
fasting leading up to the election to pray and fast for the conversation
of nations, for world peace, and to promote the culture of life. This
18-day period consists of two novenas (nine days each). The first
novena will be to petition for God’s mercy on our world, our country,
our leaders, our families, our youth, and the unborn. The second novena will be in thanksgiving for hearing and answering our prayers.
We will begin with an all day EUCHARISTIC ROSARY PRAYER
VIGIL at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC, from 9am-4pm on Saturday Oct. 20th.
Registration is free. For more info please visit our website at www.
iwopf.org or call 1-888-478-PRAY (7729) or 703-707-0799.

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis
Too Much Money Talk in Church?

   A few months ago, my believes-in-Jesus-but-not-the-Church son brought
his visiting British girlfriend to Mass with us. The celebrant was a visiting
missionary who presented a vivid plea for the Third World and asked for
pledges.
   When I asked my son what his sweet-but-unchurched girlfriend thought,
he reported, “She just said there was a lot of talk about money.”
   I had anticipated this, as during the homily I’d tried to listen with her
ears. Even as my heart was wrenched by Third World stories, I also heard it
with the ears of an unbeliever for whom it would prove the worldly stereotype
that the Church is greedy.
   How could I explain how proud I felt to be a Catholic and grateful that
my Church would continue to push me out of my comfort zone in order to
share whatever I had – since the bottom line is really that all I have is on loan
to me from God?
   Now that we are in the midst of a new Offertory Program – “Reflect on
Your Blessings” – I am thinking that asking Catholics to pony up for our parish is an even tougher sell than pleading on behalf of the poor. I remember a
couple years ago when Fr. Escalante shared that someone had accused him of
neglecting the Word of God and speaking too much of money.
   So piggybacking on last week’s column, “In God Daniel Trusts,” – a in
which I made the case that it is indeed very biblical to talk about money – I’d
like to share the following scriptures
Gn 14:18-20 - Abraham is the first tither.
Gn 28:22 - Jacob makes the first ‘pledge to tithe’.
Ex 35:4-36,7 - Moses conducts the first ‘capital campaign’ to obtain the
means to build a ‘house of worship’. Giving for the building of the tabernacle
was done by those whose ‘hearts were moved’ or in whom ‘the spirit was
willing.’ Proper giving is an act of worship which comes from deep within.
1 Chr 29:14-16 - King David turns over the building of the temple to Solomon. After a successful gathering of freewill offerings from the leaders of
Israel, his prayer of blessing acknowledges that God is the source of all we
have.
Prov 19:17 - For those who give to the poor, a divine promise of repayment
is made.
Mal 3:8-10 - A challenge to test God's promise of overflowing blessing in
return for the full tithe.
Lk 6:38 - The teaching of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, about giving and what
to expect in return for giving. Is there any greater authority we need to look to?
2 Cor 9:6-13 - St Paul's reminder that God does not seek hostile givers, and
that generosity is appreciated and repaid in order or us to maintain an appropriate level of generosity to the glory of God.
Almighty God,
Creator of all that we are and all that we have;
Teach us to be ever thankful
for all the abundance of your blessings;
and give us the grace to use our resources wisely
in the building and nurturing
of Christ’s Church here and throughout the world;
that our community may be strengthened
and the nations may see your love
working in and through us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen.
~Adapted from www.stpaulsrome.it

Candles in Memory of a Loved One

Do you have a loved one or friend who has died during this past
year or before? Wouldn’t it be a lovely way to remember this
loved one with the purchase of a Special Memory Votive Candle.
During the last three weeks of October, on the 14th, 21st, and
the 28th, after all the Masses, we will be offering beautiful large
votive candles for sale in the Narthex for $10 each which you can
purchase in their memory. Then, on November 2nd, the candles
that you have gotten can be brought to church where they will
be lit, and placed on the window sills of the church during the
Masses each weekend. When you purchase a candle, a card and
a label will be filled out with your loved one’s name and put in a
basket to be placed on the Sanctuary floor during November. We
will gather these cards through the month of October on the dates
above for the November 2, 7 pm Mass on All Souls Day

The Fall Campaign for 40 days for Life is here through November 3. Let
us join in with cities through the world in a focused effort to end abortion. We can
participate in daily prayer and fast during this time of spiritual warfare. All our
prayers make a difference! Each week we can fast from a different item in our lives.

Oct. 21-27
Oct. 28-Nov. 3

recreational computer time such as FB
Sugar desserts

Baby Bottle Campaign There will be baby bottles in the

Narthex from Life Line Woman’s Health Center Take a bottle home and
fill with your spare change/money over the month of October. Return the
bottle by November 6th. The donations help support the Life Line, an
organization assisting women and giving them hope. Your generosity is
appreciated.

SAVE THE DATE….
November 10th
for the next
MAC PAC Event
673 Books Collected!!!! We shattered our goal of 500 books for
underprivileged inner-city children in Frederick MD. This is
so very exciting! Thank you very much to all who contributed
to this incredible Book Drive. You have brought smiles and
increased literacy to children who desperately need books and
incentives to read. We’ll also be giving MAC PAC Bookmarks
made during the Church Picnic.
In addition, 52 T-shirts were collected to share with these same
children who can now have fun T-shirts that they would never
have from sports teams (Orioles, Penn State, Loudoun Basketball
Camp, William & Mary) to vacation spots (Yellowstone, Acadia,
Disney, Myrtle Beach, Florida, New York City). Coach will be
handing these out as prizes during his physical education classes
over the next month to the 1st through 5th graders.

MAC PAC or Middle-schoolers And Christ (Prayer. Action.
Charity) is a social group where 6th, 7th and 8th graders can
come together to socialize, have fun, serve their community and
develop friendships which can strengthen their Catholic faith.
With a goal to help our children build strong Catholic roots for
life, we will help them to better grow into caring Catholic teenagers and adults. MAC PAC events are held throughout the year on
a monthly basis and include fun activities like scavenger hunts,
outdoor games, bowling and movie nights, plus charitable activities in the local area. In addition, we plan on religious field trips
to the Basilica and the grotto at Mount Saint Mary’s University.

Events are based on the children’s suggestions of what they
like to do and who they want to help, so we will work to incorporate as many recommendations as possible. Interested?
Send Bill and Beth Ann McRoberts an e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or call us at 668-7214.

Ultrasound Machine The St. Francis Knight of Columbus is leading the
charge to raise funds for a much-needed ultrasound machine for LifeLine Pregnancy Center in Leesburg. LifeLine opened in 1994 with a focus on women facing
unwanted pregnancies striving to meet their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs
from a Christian perspective. Studies have shown that 90% of women considering an abortion choose to have their baby after seeing an ultrasound image. The St.
Francis KofC, along with six other councils in our district, have committed to raising funds to help purchase a new ultrasound machine to replace the aging machine
currently on site. All money collected during the 2nd collection on the weekend
of October 27 and 28 will go towards the purchase of the new machine. A special
envelop was included in the mailing to all registered parishioners. The St. Francis
KofC and the board of directors of LifeLine ask that you be as generous as you can.
Together, we can take this real, practical step towards preserving a culture of life in
Loudoun County.

A Weekend Retreat for Healing after Abortion for

Women is scheduled for November 2-4. This retreat offers a beautiful opportunity
for women who have struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of abortion to
experience the mercy and compassion of God. It offers a supportive and confidential environment where you can begin the process of healing. For more info or to
register please call: (888) 456-HOPE (4673) or email:info@helpafterabortion.org .
We are collecting new and gently used baby items via Good Shepherd Alliance
for a crisis pregnancy here in Purcellville. Please call or email Brenna MacMillin
if you are willing to contribute and would like a list of what is needed. Baby Boy
is due on November 5. brenna.macmillin@gmail.com, 571-926-7378

The Girl Scouts of western Loudoun and the
Knights of Columbus are collecting clothing
each weekend in October and the first weekend in
November. Clothes can be dropped off in St. Francis
Hall. The Girl Scouts will accept any usable clothing, including coats, hats, gloves, boots, etc. We can
also accept usable baby equipment, like cribs, high chairs, car seats, etc. We cannot accept toys, books, bedding, towels, furniture, etc. All clothes will be delivered
to the Church of the Assumption in Keyser, WV for distribution. For more info,
contact Pat Hayes (703-901-3615). Please do not leave donations in the Narthex,
take them to the Parish Hall. Thanks!

