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Let us run to her, and, as her little children, cast ourselves into her arms with perfect confidence.-St. Francis de Sales
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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon Mass. 
Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. The Rosary 
is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. A Holy 
Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Holy Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; 
and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to 
be married must make             arrange-
ments with the Office at least six months 
prior to the  intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated 
each month, the second          Saturday at 
9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. 

Parish Picnic 2012 - Taken 
just before the Magic Show



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2012
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time + deceased

Sat., Sept. 22 Weekday
    9:00 am + David Nestved
Sat., Sept. 22 Vigil: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Gail Kelley
Sun., Sept. 23 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am + Michael Mallen
 10:30 am + Charles Droddy
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Ashton Mahnke “Manky”
Mon., Sept. 24 Weekday
        9:00 am + Nicolette Polend
Tue., Sept. 25 Weekday
        6:30 am + Marie Morano
Wed., Sept. 26 Weekday
   9:00 am Sister Mary Scholastica
Thu., Sept. 27 Saint Vincent de Paul
   6:30 am Ed Palm
Fri., Sept. 28 Weekday
   6:30 am Jennifer Brugh
 12:00 noon + Stephen D’Elia
Sat., Sept. 29 Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael    
9:00 am Corky and Mary Jo
Sat., Sept. 29 Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm Wallace M. Fitgerald
Sun., Sept. 30 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Larry Soler
 12:30 pm + Paul Gunn
   6:00 pm + James Gutierrez

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - September 16 $      12,465
YEAR TO DATE     $    137,559    

Electronic Offertory for August $    19,811
Building Our Faith for August $      6,613
 

This Week
Tue., Sept. 25 Joshua Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Senior Luncheon - 12 noon, Parish Hall
  Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Sept. 26 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Sept. 27 Joshua Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

If you or someone you know can no longer make it to Sunday Mass, 
we will be happy to mail a weekly bulletin to you.  Also be sure to 
keep up to date with the happenings at Saint Francis de Sales by visit-
ing our website, www.saintfrancisparish.org.  Please call the office to 
make arrangements with our Secretary.

The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who cultivate peace.

— James 3:18

Monday:  Prv 3:27-34; Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9; Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Lk 9:7-9
Friday:  Eccl 3:1-11; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Jn 1:47-51
Sunday:  Nm 11:25-19; Ps 19; Jas 5:1-6; 
  Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

Have you been curious…
• Ever wonder about the difference between the Catholic and 
Protestant Bibles?
• Ever wonder why priests cannot marry?
• Or women are not ordained?
• Ever wonder how Catholics relate to Mary and the saints?
• Ever wonder about the Catholic moral life or what Catholics 
believe about same-sex marriage, homosexuality, or contracep-
tion, and why?
Get answers to all of your questions about the Catholic Faith.

COME JOIN US
Tuesday, September 25 at 7:30pm!

You do not have to journey alone! Please give Melissa Gobs 
a call if you have questions or would like further information: 
703-969-9831, or email at m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org.  
Check out our web site:  www.saintfrancisparish.org

Interested in Joining the Knights of Columbus?
Contact Bill Talamantes at 310-717-9503 /
bnclandrovers2@yahoo.com; or contact Pete 
Sacripanti at (540) 751-0075 / sacripan5@aol.com



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

A Big Successful Parish Picnic
 
  If you were there last Sunday at the parish picnic you would 
know how much fun we had!  The Knights of Columbus and the 
many volunteer parishioners who helped them did an amazing 
flawless job in organizing the event.  We even had a family (Chris 
and Janelle Stewart) donate one of the pigs from their farm and 
patiently cooked it overnight at our pavilion.  That was one amazing 
pulled-pork meal!  Tons of other tasty potluck food and dessert also 
graced the table and we had plenty of food for the 350 + people that 
attended.  This was quite a feat considering the Bluemont Fair was 
on the same weekend and so were a variety of sports games that 
the kids participate in.  It helped that we had superb clear Fall-like 
weather.  Some of us prayed for the best possible weather and our 
wish was certainly granted.

  On the eve of our new parish center groundbreaking we may 
not be able to have another parish picnic at least on our church 
grounds until 2014 due to construction.  However, someone suggest-
ed that perhaps we could hold our 2013 picnic at another location 
(e.g., Franklin Park or some other big place).  But I want to thank 
everyone for the great picnic that we had.  It seems to get better and 
better every year!

  Last weekend was also the kickoff for our Religious Education.  
It was great to see the kids back again to learn more about God and 
His beloved church.  This valuable education will certainly benefit 
them for the rest of their lives.  We thank all of the catechists and 
aides who have generously volunteered their time for this important 
act of charity.  Last weekend’s Profession of Faith by the teachers 
and our special ministers was also seen by the community as a very 
inspiring moment of public witness to our treasured Catholic faith.

   Some sad news about our local Christian Shoppe, The 
owners (and parishioners) of our local religious shop in Purcellville, 
Dave and Jami Dittmeier, are retiring from their religious bookshop 
ministry.  Their dedication in serving the community is truly appreci-
ated and will be sorely missed.  They have been a big help especially 
to our religious education department in getting us excellent rates to 
supply the books the kids need and also stocking our church book 
nook in the narthex.  We are saddened that we will soon no longer 
have their great services that they have been providing to our parish 
and local community unless . . . there is someone who is willing to 
keep the store in town!  So if you or someone you know would like 
to take up this book ministry please contact Dave or Jami Dittmeier 
at 540-338-5380.  It would really be unfortunate to see a “live” 
Catholic/Christian bookstore close down since they are becoming 
quite rare these days.

Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q. When you say the Our Father during Mass, why do you 
look up? –Alec Stanmeyer
A.  The Lord’s Prayer is addressed towards God.  Since Our 
Lord likely said this prayer with his eyes looking towards the 
sky speaking to his heavenly Father, I thought I would do the 
same thing.
 
Q. Why are churches dedicated to Mary and the other saints if 
it is really God’s house? –Lily Eddy, age 6
A.  When we honor the saints we are really honoring God 
himself because all the saints are God’s heroes and brought 
many people to God.  It is like honoring our country by naming 
buildings, parks, rivers, streets, highways, airports, museums, 
etc. after American heroes and heroines.  We don’t take away 
from the United States of America by using these great peoples 
names.  We actually show the greatness of our nation this way.  
It is the same when God’s churches are named after saints.  
They remind us that God shares his heavenly home with good 
people who once lived here on earth just like us.
 
Q. If you want to wear a Brown Scapular, is there a ceremony 
that happens before you wear it?  Does it need to be blessed?  
Can you wear a medal or does it have to be a fabric? 
–Anonymous
A. There is a ceremony called an “investiture” that would 
officially make you a member of the Brown Scapular Con-
fraternity.  Any priest can perform this ceremony for you.  
Once you become a member you will have added benefits of 
receiving daily the merits and prayers from the Carmelite Order 
and Masses specially offered for members of the confrater-
nity.  Once a member, you are no longer required to have your 
scapular blessed but it is recommended that you get it blessed 
anyway.  If you are not invested as a member yet, you do need 
to have a blessed scapular to receive the basic promise that Our 
Lady gave to St. Simon Stock in the year 1251:  “Whosoever 
shall die (devoutly) wearing this cloth shall not suffer eternal 
fire.”  It is a great blessing to wear the scapular out of devotion 
because the promise is that Our Blessed Mother would make 
sure that when we die we are in the state of God’s grace.  Those 
who wear the brown scapular faithfully are regular churchgoers 
and receive the sacraments.  Those who are physically unable 
to handle the scapular material, such as people allergic to wool, 
are the only ones who should wear the scapular medal in place 
of the cloth.
 
Q. How do you dispose of a broken saint statue? –Anonymous
A.  If the statue is no longer repairable, the proper way is to 
crush it and then bury it.  It may not be possible if it is made 
of wood where burning is more appropriate.  Metal statues 
are more challenging because they are usually melted down.  
Businesses that deal with iron may be able to help you with the 
metal ones.



Music Ministry

•  Adult Choir members - No age restriction and we need a lot of adult members!
 
•  New Children’s Choir members (High School age and below)
 
Great news!  As of this writing we now have at least 15 kids who have signed up for the 
children’s choir.
 
•  Volunteer Cantors  (Adults & Young ones.  Michael Galdo will train new ones.)
 
--Our new music director, Michael Galdo, would like to build up the three mentioned 
choirs.  You may contact him directly to join the choir or for more information:  
See announcement at left for details.

 

You can always contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 
by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

 Got ‘em!
 
•  Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help the Knights of Columbus 
with the parish picnic.  Great job!
•  We got our new Finance Council member replacement last weekend, yay!

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon 
Badura; Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Bux-
ton; PFC Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; 
PV2 Ryan Badura; Cdr Bill Balding, USN; 2nd 
Lt. Patrick Gutierrez
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Father Tom Cassidy, David Four-
ney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Tay-
lor, Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, 
Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orn-
dorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, 
Gerald Harp, Richard Marks, Arline Beckstead, 
Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto, Michael Mallen, 
Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, John Kelly, Clair 
Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez, Marilyn Moffett

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Music Ministry 
Announcements 
It’s not too late to sign up for choir. If you are inter-
ested, but have questions or a conflict, do not hesitate 
to contact the Music Director, Michael Galdo. We want 
to know who is interested.  The Schola Cantorum sings 
at the 8:30am Mass and will rehearse on Wednesdays 
at 5:30 pm.  The 10:30 Choir will rehearse on Wednes-
days at 7:30 pm.  The Children’s Choir will rehearse on 
Thursdays at 4:30 pm.  Sign-up sheets are on a music 
stand in the narthex. Contact Michael Galdo  at 540-
338-6381 ext 117 or m.galdo@saintfrancisparish.org.

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *

General List

•  New CONVERTS or just interested in learning why Catholics believe what 
they believe.  The new RCIA weekly class will begin on Tuesday, September 25 
at 7:30 PM in the Oratory.  Catholics who want a faith refresher course during the 
Year of Faith are welcome to attend.  Last Easter we brought a record number of 
24 who received the sacraments thru our RCIA/RCIT program.  Just come and 
show up 

Lucas Joseph Monarch                              
 son of Kyle and Alicia Monarch

• Girls 5th Grade & up to join our Junior Altar Society (JAS)—Young ladies 
who would like to join our elite liturgical team (currently 15 in number), whose 
ministry consists of preparing the church for Sunday Mass, are invited for the 
training on September 30 after the 12:30 PM Mass.  These specially trained young 
women wear the distinctive blue, white and gold sash as a sign that they have 
received detailed training regarding the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist and are qualified to arrange the sanctuary for the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  They meticulously set up the sacred vessels and make sure 
that the Roman Missal and the Lectionary are properly marked for the particular 
Mass being celebrated.  They also reset the altar and the sanctuary immediately 
after Mass.  The JAS team work closely with the Mass coordinators and the priest 
celebrant.  Any of these girls will tell you how proud they are of their ministry 
and how much they learned about the intricate details of the Mass that they never 
knew before.
 
•  Lector coordinator—I forgot to mention last week that the head of our Lec-
tors, Sharon Sisson, has also moved away to a new home and parish just like our 
Finance Council member, Hal Sisson, mentioned in last week’s bulletin.  You see, 
they are a wonderful husband and wife team.  When we lost one, we sadly lost the 
other as well.  So we need a new Lector coordinator to handle scheduling our lec-
tors.  And we also thank Sharon Sisson for her great service in the Lector ministry.

Mary L. Sierzega 
September 16, 2012



TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

RCIT 
Begins Monday, September 24, 7:15-8:30pm (new time) in the 
Oratory Room of the Church The RCIA for Teens (RCIT) is a 
class for all high school students who have not yet received 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance, First Holy Communion, 
and/or Confirmation. Students are also required to attend class 
regularly, attend parent/child meetings, complete student as-
signments, and participate in a retreat.

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Sept. 23 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Sept. 24 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  -  
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Sept. 25 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Sept. 26 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Sept. 30 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Oct. 1 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  -  
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 2 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 3 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Communications
Please be aware that we are communicating with all RE families 
using Constant Contact. About 30% of the families are not opening 
our emails. This is our only way of mass communicating with 450+ 
families. If you have not received an email from us, contact the office 
to let us know, we may have incorrect info. If you are not receiving 
our emails, you are missing out on important information.

Saturday, October 6 at 9:30am in the Parish Hall. All volunteers in 
the parish who have significant contact with children, i.e. Work-
camp, Vacation Bible School, Religious Education must attend 
one Virtus session. If you not yet attended this seminar, now is the 
time! To register go to www.virtus.org, click on ‘registration’, and 
follow the prompts. There are only 50 spots available. Please sign 
up now.

Catechist Substitutes 
We are in need of substitutes for Session One, Session Two 
and Weekday classes, all grades. Please contact the RE of-
fice if you can help out this way, please specify which session 
and grade you prefer.

October Trip to the Volunteer 
Farm in Woodstock
All parish families are invited to join our 
7th and 8th graders when we visit the 
Volunteer Farm on Monday, October 8 to 
harvest vegetables. The food goes to Blue 
Ridge and Capitol Area Food Banks, and 
soup kitchens. They have a bountiful harvest this year thanks to 
a new irrigation system, which means no more picking up rocks!
For more info or to sign up, email Janice at j.rees@saintfran-
cisparish.org. All 7th and 8th grade Confirmation students are 
encouraged to join us. Bring friends and siblings! Contact Janice 
to sign up.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
All Teens are welcome.  Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.   
 
Youth Group - If you missed the Kick Off, No Wor-
ries!!!  You can still come to Youth Group.  We meet 
almost every Sunday at 7:15pm, after the Teen Mass.  
Youth Group is for all High Schoolers 9-12 grades.  You 
can bring friends.  If you're still not sure, check out the 
poster on the bulletin board in the narthex.  You can get 
an idea of some of the activities that we do throughout 
the year.  

Youth Group - Sunday, September 23, 7:15-9pm.  Come 
be a part of this great community as we start our new 
year out together.  
 
Youth Rally - Oct. 21, Come celebrate the day with ap-
proximately 1000 teens from all over the diocese with 8 
hours of music, inspirational speakers, and Mass with the 
Bishop at Bishop O'Connell High School, 10:45am-9pm.  .  
The band Stellar Kart will be there!!!  Sign-up this week-
end at youth group.  
 
NEW!!!  Young Adult Group - Coming Soon.  18-30 year 
olds invited.  We are starting up a new group at St. 
Francis.  Please e-mail adonay.jimenez@gmail.com for 
more information, if interested in helping, or interested 
in participating.



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

A Vasectomy Tale
 Theirs was a story like many others: cradle Catholics who’d known each 
other since parochial school, fell away from their faith in college, married at 22, 
returned to the church after the birth of their first child 18 months later. 
 But they returned to the church on their own terms, still using about abortifa-
cient – euphemistically known as birth control – pills. As Mark Faas recalls, “We 
were Cafeteria Catholics, for sure.” 
 When their daughter was joined by a brother 3 ½ years later, Mark surveyed 
the new normal –  a wife worn out at the end of the day, 20 minutes to pack two 
kids in the car – and decided two kids was plenty. Bragging to friends, “My kids 
will be out of the house by the time I’m 40,” he didn’t tell his family until the day 
before his vasectomy – barely eight weeks after the birth of his second child.
 In the meantime, Mark and Jen were continuing to go to church and getting 
involved in Bible studies. Just six months later, Mark was at a men’s retreat when 
his conscience kicked in: “What have we done here?” 
 Trying to right the wrong they had done, the Faases turned to adoption, apply-
ing to adopt a daughter from China. Still, they were haunted by the enormity of 
their decision: “We had spit in the face and the gift He had given us. Knowing we 
had committed a mortal sin, we went confession. The priest did not let us off the 
hook, telling us, ‘This is a mortal sin and you must get it fixed.’”
 The vasectomy had been covered by insurance, but a reversal would not be.  
It would cost $30,000. Then Mark got a tip from a friend about a surgeon who 
made a ministry of vasectomy reversals:  Loddie Roeder of New Braunfels, Texas 
charged only $3000.  Mark journeyed there in June 2009, but month after month 
his wife did not get pregnant.
 Still, their family rejoiced in December when they brought home a new baby 
girl – with a heart defect they would correct – from China.
 When fertility tests revealed Mark’s sperm count was nonexistent, he made 
a seond pilgrimage to Texas  to give it another try.  A year later – October 2011, 
Mark and his wife welcomed their fourth child, their second son.
 When Mark began telling me his story, how he had figured out how to finish 
raising kids by forty – as though scheming for an early retirement from a tiresome 
job – I had to stifle my tears. But by the time he finished the story of his own 
faithfulness and God’s, my tears of sorrow had turned to tears of joy.
 How the world has tricked so many good people, convincing us that children 
are a burden we should try to limit or avoid! And how we have been deluded into 
thinking that anything – material comfort, playthings, convenience, financial secu-
rity – are worth more than the most precious gift God has given us. How could we 
accept the word of the world over the word of the Lord?
 Children too are a gift from the LORD, the fruit of the womb, a reward. Psalm 
127:3
 Hooray for people like Mark, who are unafraid to admit a mistake and do 
what it takes to correct it. And hooray for a God of forgiveness, grace, and second 
chances!

Young ladies of the Parish … 
Come join the Junior Altar Society
The Junior Altar Society helps to set up for Mass. This minis-
try includes preparing items for Mass, cleaning up and reset-
ting the credence table and preparing the sanctuary for the 
next Mass under the direction of the priest and/or Sacristan 
or Mass Coordinator. You will be helping at various liturgical 
celebrations and you will be part of the “Liturgical Team” 
of greeters, musicians, lectors, altar servers, and Eucharistic 
Ministers of Holy Communion.
 If you are in grades 5 or up and would like to be part of the 
Junior Altar Society or would like more information, please 
give Laura Burgess a call at 540-338-1378.
Our next training meeting for the Junior Altar Society will be 
Sunday, September 30 after the 12:30 Mass.

Mass Coordinators Are Needed 
A Mass Coordinator is assigned to each of the weekend or 
other feast day Masses to assist and oversee that the church is 
prepared and ready for the liturgy, to be available to assist the 
priests with whatever they might need and to coordinate with 
other ministers serving at Mass. We are in need of someone 
who is willing to volunteer at least once a month to be that 
Mass Coordinator.  Consider signing up with your daughter 
and forming a Mother/Daughter or Father/Daughter Mass 
Coordinator/Junior Altar Society team. Call Laura for more 
info 540-338-1378.

The Girl Scouts of western 
Loudoun and the Knights 
of Columbus are collecting 

clothing each weekend in October and the first weekend in 
November. Clothes can be dropped off in St. Francis Hall. 
The Girl Scouts will accept any usable clothing, including 
coats, hats, gloves, boots, etc. We can also accept usable 
baby equipment, like cribs, high chairs, car seats, etc. We 
cannot accept toys, books, bedding, towels, furniture, etc. 
All clothes will be delivered to the Church of the Assump-
tion in Keyser, WV for distribution. For more info, contact 

Please take a tag from The Year Round 
Giving Tree!   
We hope everyone had a wonderful summer!  New tags 
have been placed on the Giving Tree and donations will 
be given to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun 
Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, 
local nursing homes and needy families within our parish 
and community. Many thanks and blessings for your 
support of our neighbors in need and the organiza-
tions that serve them!! 



MAC-PAC
for all 6th, 
7th & 8th 

The POP Fund Celebrates Over a Decade of Giving with 
$18,000 in New Gifts to 7 Organizations Serving the Poor

Did you know that since 2001 the Preferential Option for the Poor Fund, POP Fund for 
short, has given away more than $400,000 to over 200 local, national and international 
organizations serving the poor?  St. Francis de Sales sets aside 5% of the weekly offertory 
into the POP Fund.  That money is to be used to support organizations in our community 
and around the world that are working to lessen the hardships of the poor.
  
Over the summer seven organizations were the latest recipients of gifts totaling $18,000, 
thanks to the generosity of our parishioners. 

Parishioner Cindy Buxton nominated the World Foundation for Children and Growth’s 
Volunteer Farm in Woodstock, VA for a $2500 gift.  The Volunteer Farm provides fresh 
vegetables to food pantries in Virginia to supplement the nutrition of children and their 
families.  The farm relies on a volunteer work force to prepare and harvest the crops.  Our 
parish regularly sends Confirmation Candidates to the farm to assist with chores and 
harvesting; the next group scheduled to volunteer at the farm on Columbus Day. 

Stop Hunger Now, a North Carolina based international relief organization distributes 
nutritionally balanced, easy to prepare meal packs to schools in developing countries.  
Parishioner Shaileen Backman requested $2500 for the group.   

A new organization receiving support this time was Friends of Loudoun Adult Day Care 
(FLADC). $1000 will go underwrite scholarships so that needy senior citizens can use 
the three adult day care facilities available in the county. The centers provide a necessary 
respite to the caregivers who selflessly provide care to their relatives. 

Mission of Mercy of Frederick, Maryland received $2000.  Mission of Mercy provides 
healthcare, dental care and prescription medications to the uninsured working poor using 
volunteer healthcare providers. George Snyder nominated the group for this gift.

In Loudoun County, Loudoun Volunteer Caregivers mobilizes volunteers to assist the 
frail elderly and disabled with transport to health care appointments and other activities.  
Parishioner Susan Mandel Giblin is Executive Director of Loudoun Volunteer Caregivers.

The Father Wasson Angels of Light program assists children in Haiti who were orphaned 
or displaced by the earthquake.  There is a school and orphanage, and the children are fed 
and receive medical care.  Amy Osowski, who organized the Religious Education Lenten 
Project that supported Angels of Light earlier this year, asked the POP Fund to match the 
contribution of $4500 raised by children in the Religious Education Program.

The Emergency Assistance Fund of Catholic Charities was bolstered by a $3000 gift 
from St. Francis de Sales.  This Fund aids our neighbors in Western Loudoun County who 
are struggling to pay for housing and utilities.  Parishioner Dennis Godfrey recommended 
Catholic Charities for this gift.

If you would like to nominate an organiza-
tion for a POP Fund gift, please send a written 
request to the church office with the name of 
the organization and a suggested contribu-
tion amount, ideas for how the gift could be 
used, and some background on your personal 
connection to the group.  A group may receive 
only one gift each year and parishioners can 
make only one nomination per year.  Indi-
vidual mission projects are not eligible for POP 
funds. 

BOOK-DRIVE 
DONATIONS
 The MAC PAC is accepting donations in the Nar-
thex of gently used or new children’s book (Pre-K 
to 6th Grade book) to donate to needy children at 
the inner-city school in Frederick MD where Coach 
McRoberts teaches. These books will go towards 
underprivileged children who have little or no 
books of their own. Our goal is 550 books. Please 

Our next Blood Drive Sunday is October 
14, from 7am -12:30pm and we encourage you to 
donate. Join us with an Awesome Act of Kindness, 
your donation of the Gift of Life. Inova Blood 
Donor Services shows a significant shortage of 
blood products. The demand for blood is increasing 
while blood donation levels are decreasing. You are 
needed more than ever! 
The Sign-up list is posted in the 
narthex for all who attend Mass at 
St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel 
Brill at 540 338-6313 or register at 
the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appoint-
ments or scheduling information

Senior  Luncheon
Join us for lunch and 
conversation at noon on 
Tuesday, September 25 at 12 
noon in the Parish Hall. Who 
is a senior? Whoever wants to 
be -  no age minimum!


