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Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon Mass. 
Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. The Rosary 
is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is at 3pm. A Holy 
Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Holy Hour. 

Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; 
Saturday 8 -8:30am and 3:30-4:30pm; nd anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  intended 
date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class is 
the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion 

Feast of the Archangels - September 29



A message from Saint Francis 
de Sales Stewardship Council ...
 
 We are excited to announce that next 
weekend we will begin our Reflections Of-
fertory Program.  As a family of parishioners 
we will be asked to reflect personally on 
how we determine our offering to the church.  The offertory, as it is 
collected during the Eucharistic celebration, unites the sacrifice our 
congregation makes to the church with the pure oblation who is the 
Eucharistic Christ.
 The church, like a household, operates under a carefully planned 
budget, and we – as members of our living church– are counted on 
to contribute.
 Sometimes just bringing awareness to an issue makes a differ-
ence.  During this program, we must consider not only the blessings 
we receive from God, but also how we approach giving.  Here are 
some points to reflect on:
•  Do we support the church consistently each week, or do we tend 
to give when a specific need is identified?  Also, do we continue to 
give even when we may be away on a Sunday – knowing that the 
church’s financial commitments must be met each month?
•  Do we consider that WE are a vital part of the living church, and 
as a member, our offerings keep the church operating and allow for 
programs that enhance our spiritual journey?  
•  When considering our offerings with respect to our finances, are 
they given the same priority as other spending when we think about 
our blessings from God?
•  Overall, after careful reflection and prayer, have we concluded 
that we should give more, that our giving is in balance with our 
blessings, or perhaps based on financial circumstances or hardship 
we should decrease our offertory?

Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2012
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time + deceased

Sat., Sept. 29 Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael    
9:00 am Corky and Mary Jo Corcoran
Sat., Sept. 29 Vigil: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm Wallace M. Fitgerald
Sun., Sept. 30 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Larry Soler
 12:30 pm + Paul Gunn
   6:00 pm + James Gutierrez
Mon., Oct. 1 Saint Therese of the Child Jesus
        9:00 am + Wilmer Davis
Tue., Oct. 2  The Holy Guardian Angels
        6:30 am Special Intention
Wed., Oct. 3 Weekday
   9:00 am Michael Fitzgerald
Thu., Oct. 4 Saint Francis of Assisi
   6:30 am Heather Fitzgerald; 
   + Concepcion Gomez Meza
Fri., Oct,. 5  Weekday; First Friday
   6:30 am + Amber Lucchiani
 12:00 noon Helene English
Sat., Oct. 6  Weekday; First Saturday
    9:00 am A Special Intention
Sat., Oct. 6  Vigil: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm + Daniel Earl
Sun., Oct. 7 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am  + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am + Mason Robertson
 10:30 am + Sally Finan
 12:30 pm + Jamie McLaughlin
   6:00 pm People of the Parish

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - September 23 $      10,669
YEAR TO DATE     $    148,228  

Electronic Offertory for August $    19,811
Building Our Faith for August $      6,613

This Week
Sun., Sept. 30 Junior Altar Society Training - after   
  12:30pm Mass
Tue., Oct. 2 Joshua Bible Study - 10am, Parish Hall
  Acts Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
  RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory
Wed., Oct. 3 SoulStitch - 9:30am, Parish Hall
  Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Oct. 4 Joshua Bible Study - 7pm, Oratory

The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; the decree 
of the LORD is trustworthy, giving wisdom to the simple.

— Psalm 19:8

Monday:  Jb 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday:  Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Mt 18:1-5, 10
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12
Friday:  Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Lk 10:13-16
Saturday:  Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Lk 10:17-24
Sunday:  Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128; Heb 2:9-11; 
  Mk 10:2-16 [2-12]

 Regardless of what decisions are made individually, we pray that 
as part of a family in Christ, we are called to do what we can for the 
benefit of all.
 The best way we can meet the needs of our parish is to increase 
offertory. Over the next few weeks, we will rollout important plans 
to increase overall offertory and provide tools to help you examine 
your current offertory and establish future commitments.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes Ask the Priest 

October Baptism Class
The October Baptism instruction class, normally held on the last 
Friday of the month, will be held on October 19 at 7pm.  There 
will not be a class on October 26.  Reservations are encouraged.

Q.  What is the golden object inside the tabernacle? –Catie M.
A.  There is a round golden container inside the tabernacle that holds 
the Eucharist that we used for our Eucharistic Adoration.  It is called 
a chapel monstrance.  Although it can used for regular adoration, 
we take the Eucharist out and place it in a much bigger and ornate 
monstrance.
 
Q.  Can we put a picture of St. Francis de Sales above the cross in 
the sanctuary? –SBC
A.  We are looking for a nice image of St. Francis de Sales to place 
inside the church but not in the crucifix area.  We are reserving 
a place on the wall right above where the electronic keyboard is 
located for our parish patron saint’s image.  It is long overdue that 
we don’t have one.  We are also hoping that someone would donate 
the cost of the picture when we find the right one!
 
Q.  Is it okay to believe in superstition?  For example, is it bad to 
go under a ladder or set the salt down before you put it on your 
food? –Anonymous
A.  “Superstition” is defined as an irrational fear over an unknown 
or mysterious belief not based on reason or knowledge.  As Chris-
tians we are called to follow only the truth.  Believing in supersti-
tion takes away our soul’s desire to know the truth.  The position of 
objects, such as the ladder and saltshaker you mentioned, does not 
have an adverse effect on anyone’s aactions.  In most cases people 
who follow minor superstitious beliefs are not sinning.  It is usually 
when people pass up performing an important duty due to a super-
stitious belief that could make their false belief sinful.  For example, 
a person who decides to skip Sunday Mass after seeing a black cat 
by the church door would be violating God’s commandment to 
“Keep the Lord’s Day holy.”  I don’t walk under a ladder because I 
have no reason to do so but I do shake the saltshaker as soon as it is 
handed to me.  [Here’s a story for you about superstition.  In 1922, 
Nobel Prize winner in physics, Neils Bohr of Denmark, was once 
visited by an American scientist who was surprised to find a horse-
shoe good luck symbol in his office.  The American asked, “Surely, 
professor, you don’t really believe that horseshoe will give you good 
luck, do you?”  Bohr’s response was, “I believe no such thing, my 
good friend, not at all.  I am scarcely likely to believe in such foolish 
nonsense.  However, I am told that a horseshoe will bring you good 
luck whether you believe it or not!”]
 
Q.  What does being a “practical Catholic” mean as opposed to 
being a “practicing Catholic”? –SBC
A.  It means the same thing.

Saint Francis de Sales Stewardship Council
   You will soon hear from our dedicated members of the new 
Saint Francis de Sales Stewardship Council about our Increased 
Offertory Program.   They have been doing a lot of prep work to 
promote the encouragement of our parishioners to participate in 
God’s call to stewardship.  We really appreciate all the great work 
they are doing to help us in our mission to carry out God’s ministry 
through the financial support of our parish.  The month of October is 
when we decided to deliver this important message.
 

Town-Wide Tag Sale
   Please check the flyer on how you may participate on the up-
coming PurcellvilleTag Sale for our parish fundraiser.  The benefits 
will support our new parish center.
 

 Good news to young adults in their 
20’s & 30’s!

   A brand new Catholic young adults group has recently been 
formed in Western Loudoun County and invited our parish to be a 
part of it.  Of course, I told them we’d love to be a part of it as there 
is no young adult Catholic group anywhere near us.  The group 
is called Fiat Young Adults.  So far the parishes of St. Theresa in 
Ashburn and Our Lady of Hope near Sterling are participating.  You 
don’t need to drive a Fiat car to be a member.  The group got their 
name from the Latin phrase, “Fiat”, which means, “Let it be done.”  
That was Mary’s response to the angel Gabriel when God invited 
her to become the Mother of Our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Their current 
leader is Megan White and may be reached at 843-685-5235 and 
fiatyoungadults@gmail.com.  Stay tuned for more info when they 
advertise their events in our bulletin.  But feel free to contact the 
group anytime.  I just love it whenever new Catholic groups start 
out especially for young adults who are looking for good company.  
Have a great time hanging out together!
 
 Yours shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Annual Animal Blessing
Thursday, October 4, 6pm

Come one, Come All, St Francis is having its 
Annual Blessing of the Animals. The One 
Day You Can Bring Your Animals to Church. 
In honor of St. Francis’s Feast Day, we are in-
viting all Pets and their Owners to come and 
be blessed by Father Escalante. Last year we 
had a variety of animals from fish to horses. 
Come and join us.



Music Ministry

•  Adult Choir members  - No age restriction and we need a lot of adult members!
 
•  New Children’s Choir members (High School age and below)
 
Great news!  As of this writing we now have at least 15 kids who have signed up for the 
children’s choir.
 
•  Volunteer Cantors  (Adults & Young ones.  Michael Galdo will train new ones.)
 
--Our new music director, Michael Galdo, would like to build up the three mentioned 
choirs.  You may contact him directly to join the choir or for more information:  
See announcement at left for details.
 

You can always contact me directly for your response by phone (540-338-6381 ext. 102), 
by email (countryparishpriest@gmail.com), by “snail mail” or in person.

Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon Ba-
dura; Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; PV2 Ryan 
Badura; Cdr Bill Balding, USN; 2nd Lt. Patrick Gutier-
rez, Capt. Andrew Cahan; LCpl Gary Martz
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Father Tom Cassidy, David Four-
ney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, Grant 
Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton 
Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Hans Seeger, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, John 
Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez, Marilyn Mof-
fett, Mary Sierzega

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Music Ministry 
Announcements 
“Why can’t I hear the cantor?”  You may notice that for 
some of the well known hymns and acclamations the cantor 
will step back from the microphone.  If you can’t hear the 
cantor singing, then you should congratulate yourself!  This 
means that the congregation is singing well and we all want 
to hear it.  There are specific times when the cantor should 
be heard alone, such as the intonation of the Alleluia, the 
verses of the Psalms, and any solo meditations.  However, 
for everything else, it is the congregation that should be 
heard!  The cantor will continue to remain visually present 
and also will be there vocally for any unfamiliar hymns, but 
keep on singing, especially when the cantor let’s you take 
the lead.
Join the choir.  Choir practices have begun. Rehearsal times 
have changed slightly.  Schola (8:30am) rehearses Wednes-
days at 6pm, 10:30am choir rehearses at 8pm. Contact 
Michael Galdo for more info m.galdo@stfrancisparish.org

The Knights of  Columbus 
are hosting their PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST Sunday, 
October 7. The cost is a 
freewill offering and all 
proceeds go to help local 
charities. 
The Breakfast includes Pancakes, Scrambled 
Eggs, Sausage, Orange Juice and Coffee. Break-
fast is served after the 7am, 8:30 and 10:30am 
masses.  All are invited.

Interested in Joining the Knights of 
Columbus? Contact Bill Talamantes 
at 310-717-9503 / bnclandrov-
ers2@yahoo.com; or contact Pete 
Sacripanti at (540) 751-0075 / 
sacripan5@aol.com

* * * PASTOR’S WISH LIST * * *

General List
New Vocations Promoter—We need a new parish liaison to promote vocations to 
the priesthood, religious life and dedicated single and family life.  Our volunteer for 
the past couple of years, Micah Willard, has accepted a new teaching job and now 
lives in Front Royal.  We could use a new volunteer to coordinate events with our 
diocese and we graciously thank Micah for all the help he has given us.
 
•  Items for Purcellville Town-Wide Tag Sale—Donate items for this fundraiser.  
Proceed benefits will go 100% to our parish center building fund.  Check the bul-
letin insert for more details.
 
•  Repair a “de-capitated” statue—After the snow cleared last winter, the cement 
statue of Saint Francis of Assisi was discovered in 2 pieces with its head severed 
from the body.  If anyone would like to see the “beheaded” statue of Saint Francis, 
go in front of the rectory’s circular driveway and you’ll find it in the midst of the 
plants.  Let me know if you can repair it.
 
•  New CONVERTS or just interested in learning why Catholics believe what 
they believe.  The new RCIA weekly class began on Tuesday, September 25 at 7:30 
PM in the Oratory.  Catholics who want a faith refresher course during the Year of 
Faith are welcome to attend.  It’s not too late to join.  Just come and show up.
 
•  Girls 5th Grade & up to join our Junior Altar Society (JAS)—Young ladies 
who would like to join our elite liturgical team (currently 15 in number), whose 
ministry consists of preparing the church for Sunday Mass, are invited for the train-
ing this Sunday, September 30 after the 12:30pm Mass.  These specially trained 
young women wear the distinctive blue, white and gold sash as a sign that they 
have received detailed training regarding the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist and are qualified to arrange the sanctuary for the celebration of the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  They meticulously set up the sacred vessels and make 
sure that the Roman Missal and the Lectionary are properly marked for the particu-
lar Mass being celebrated.  They also reset the altar and the sanctuary immediately 
after Mass.  The JAS team work closely with the Mass coordinators and the priest 
celebrant.  Any of these girls will tell you how proud they are of their ministry and 
how much they learned about the intricate details of the Mass that they never knew 
before.
 
• Lector coordinator—Still looking for someone to coordinate the schedule for 
lectors.



TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Sept. 23 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Sept. 24     4:15pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Sept. 25 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Sept. 26 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Sept. 30 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove 
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., Oct. 1 Grades K, 2, 7 and Special Needs  -  
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7:15pm, Oratory Room
Tue., Oct. 2 Grades 3,6,8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
Wed., Oct. 3 Grades 1, 4, 5, 7/8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Communications
Please be aware that we are communicating with all RE families 
using Constant Contact. About 30% of the families are not opening 
our emails. This is our only way of mass communicating with 450+ 
families. If you have not received an email from us, contact the office 
to let us know, we may have incorrect info. If you are not receiving 
our emails, you are missing out on important information.

Saturday, October 6 at 9:30am in the Parish Hall. All volunteers in 
the parish who have significant contact with children, i.e. Work-
camp, Vacation Bible School, Religious Education must attend 
one Virtus session. If you not yet attended this seminar, now is the 
time! To register go to www.virtus.org, click on ‘registration’, and 
follow the prompts. There are only 50 spots available. Please sign 
up now.

Catechist Substitutes 
We are in need of substitutes for Session One, Session Two 
and Weekday classes, all grades. Please contact the RE of-
fice if you can help out this way, please specify which session 
and grade you prefer.

October Trip to the Volunteer 
Farm in Woodstock
All parish families are invited to join our 
7th and 8th graders when we visit the 
Volunteer Farm on Monday, October 8 to 
harvest vegetables. The food goes to Blue 
Ridge and Capitol Area Food Banks, and 
soup kitchens. They have a bountiful harvest this year thanks to 
a new irrigation system, which means no more picking up rocks!
For more info or to sign up, email Janice at j.rees@saintfran-
cisparish.org. All 7th and 8th grade Confirmation students are 
encouraged to join us. Bring friends and siblings! Contact Janice 
to sign up.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
All Teens are welcome.  Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.   
 
Youth Group - If you missed the Kick Off, No Worries!!!  
You can still come to Youth Group.  We meet almost 
every Sunday at 7:15pm, after the Teen Mass.  Youth 
Group is for all High Schoolers 9-12 grades.  You can 
bring friends.  If you're still not sure, check out the 
poster on the bulletin board in the narthex.  You can get 
an idea of some of the activities that we do throughout 
the year.  

Youth Group - Sunday, September 30, 7:15-9pm.  Youth 
Group is off to a great start.  We have an awesome 
group of teens who have been showing up.  Join us and be 
a part of this great community  
 
Youth Rally - Oct. 21, Come celebrate the day with ap-
proximately 1000 teens from all over the diocese with 8 
hours of music, inspirational speakers, and Mass with the 
Bishop at Bishop O'Connell High School, 10:45am-9pm.  .  
The band Stellar Kart will be there!!!  Sign-up this week-
end at youth group.  
 
NEW!!!  Young Adult Group - Coming Soon.  18-30 year 
olds invited.  We are starting up a new group at St. 
Francis.  Please e-mail adonay.jimenez@gmail.com for 
more information, if interested in helping, or interested 
in participating.



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

The Girl Scouts of western 
Loudoun and the Knights 
of Columbus are collecting 

clothing each weekend in October and the first weekend in 
November. Clothes can be dropped off in St. Francis Hall. 
The Girl Scouts will accept any usable clothing, including 
coats, hats, gloves, boots, etc. We can also accept usable 
baby equipment, like cribs, high chairs, car seats, etc. We 
cannot accept toys, books, bedding, towels, furniture, etc. 
All clothes will be delivered to the Church of the Assump-
tion in Keyser, WV for distribution. For more info, contact 

CARVER CENTER
200 Willie Palmer Way,  Purcellville,VA

Saturday, October 13
11am - 1:30pm

$20/ticket / reserve table for 6 ($120)

• 8 raffle baskets • Tea/refreshments • Dessert

Make checks payable to LBHN 
(Loudoun Breast Health Network)

P.O. Box 6154, Leesburg, VA  20178
with your name, address, email and phone number

Tickets will be mailed to you
For more info, visit our website www.lbhn.org

Breast Cancer Tea 
& Fashion Show
For Survivors & 

Our next Blood Drive Sunday is October 14, from 
7am -12:30pm and we encourage you to donate. Join us 
with an Awesome Act of Kindness, your donation of the 
Gift of Life. Inova Blood Donor Services shows a signifi-
cant shortage of blood products. The demand for blood is 
increasing while blood donation levels are decreasing. You 
are needed more than ever! 
The Sign-up list is posted in the narthex 
for all who attend Mass at St. Francis de 
Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 540 338-6313 
or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appoint-
ments or scheduling information

What Does It Mean to Be Our Brother’s Keeper?

  Some years ago our family faced a crisis that left us temporarily unable to 
cope on our own. 
  God intervened, sending a veritable army of brothers and sisters in Christ 
to help us. Families with six or seven kids marched in with full-course dinners. 
Neighboring churches showed up with coolers full of frozen food to stock our 
freezer. Firewood appeared from nowhere and teenagers came and stacked it. 
Homeschool moms collected hand-me-downs to keep my growing boys warm 
all winter. 
  The generosity of the church was complemented by the generosity of the 
community. School personnel made sure my children had supplies. And in a 
twist I never thought would be part of my life experience, instead of taking stars 
off the Christmas tree to buy gifts for a family in need, our family became part 
of the stars. 
  Please understand that I'm not telling this story for pity, but because it rep-
resents the sort of small triumph that occurs in communities across the country 
every day when in the midst of suffering, the hearts of friends, neighbors – and 
even strangers – are moved to do what they can to meet the need in a complete-
ly spontaneous, autonomous, and authentic way. 
  My experience underscores why the government cannot – and should not 
claim to be able to – replace the role God has given us as Christians to care for 
others. And it has affirmed for me that charity is a personal responsibility, not 
one politicians should use to shame us into adopting programs funded through 
force. 
  The fact is that Jesus calls us to a life of compassion and charity in a real 
and concrete way. Our faith is rich in this kind of imagery: Mary breaking her 
alabaster jar to anoint Jesus with special ointment. Jesus kneeling to wash his 
disciples' dirty feet. 
  I know how Peter must have felt at that moment – unworthy, humble, 
confused, but loved beyond measure. I know that the Christmas Eve surprise of 
a special feast and warm bathrobes for our whole family was a lot different than 
taking a government check out of an envelope. 
  Charity is inherently individual – poignantly personal and real. Acts of 
charity transform those who give and those who receive. As someone who 
has seen both sides, I can tell you it is much more real – and life-changing – to 
receive from the Body of Christ than to receive from the government. I can see 
how – as always – God used all things for good in our family's situation that dif-
ficult year, building within our church and community more interdependence, 
awareness and compassion. 
  While scripture may seem to lend itself for political use, we need to listen 
for God's voice. Was Jesus speaking to political systems or to us as individuals? 
Has God ever asked us to build a bigger government? Does He really want us 
to pass our own personal responsibility to the poor, the hungry, the disabled, 
the lonely over to an impersonal monolithic bureaucracy with all the waste that 
implies? 
  Or should we rise above the political use of Scripture and apply God’s 
words as He intended, applying them to our own personal lives that we might 
do even more to help those closer to home so that at least a few – and perhaps a 
multitude – will turn their hearts to God rather than the government? 

~~~~~~~
This column abridged from the Catholic Herald version 9/26/2012



MAC-PAC
for all 6th, 
7th & 8th 

BOOK-DRIVE 
DONATIONS
 The MAC PAC is accepting donations in the Nar-
thex of gently used or new children’s book (Pre-K 
to 6th Grade book) to donate to needy children at 
the inner-city school in Frederick MD where Coach 
McRoberts teaches. These books will go towards 
underprivileged children who have little or no 
books of their own. Our goal is 550 books. Please 

 

This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before 
Jesus physically present before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and ex-
posed upon the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that deeper, 
more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very core of our Faith and a true gift 
for our soul and spiritual well-being.  

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament on the First Friday of every month. Join us this Friday.

Please contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 or sixdonofrios@comcast.
net if you would like to become a regular adorer, substitute or have any 
questions.  For regular adorers who cannot make their scheduled time 
this month, please let Mark know so we can ensure adequate coverage.

SoulStitch will meet on October 3 from 9:30-11:30am in the Parish Hall. We are 
making shawls for workcamp and continuing to make newborn hats for Haiti. We would 
like to invite volunteers to make Baptismal Bibs (all supplies provided). If you would 
like to help with this ministry please try to attend our October 3rd meeting. Please contact 
Sheila at 703.431.7360 if you have any questions.

Environment Committee  We need help!!
Have you ever wondered who took care of  the flowers on the altar or what an Environ-
ment Committee is about?  Every weekend we get flowers for our altar and during the 
week they get thirsty?  We are in need of someone to water them a couple of time per 
week to keep they looking fresh for the daily Masses.  We would like to start  a commit-
tee of parishioners to help us do this.  Teens are invited and families are very welcome.   
At Christmas and Easter, flowers are delivered and the Environment Committee helps 
in arranging and watering the poinsettias and lilies.  Being on the committee also means 
helping our narthex look welcoming and decorated according to the different Liturgical 
Times of the Liturgical Year.  All the information you need can be gotten by calling Cathy 
Mitchell, Director of Liturgy at 540-338-6381 10-3 daily.  Think and pray about joining 
our committee and making St. Francis look nice each week.  

Rosary at 12:30pm  •  Divine Mercy Chaplet at  3pm
Scriptural Rosary at the 7pm 

YOUNG ADULTS!!!  Are you are 18-31 and you 
are you looking for a place to call your own in 
the church?  Join us Friday, Oct 5th, 7-10pm for 
our first Meet and Greet at Anthony’s Restaurant 
in Purcellville. Meet new people your age with 

interest.  This group will schedule Social events-wine tasting's and parties, Physical events-
hiking and biking, and also Spiritual events-bible studies and small groups.  You pick what 
you want.  Looking forward to meeting you Friday! For numbers, please RSVP to adonay.
jimenez@gmail.com.


