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Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Pastor
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.
A Scriptural Rosary is prayed at the 7pm Holy Hour. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
            Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time     July 8, 2012



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, JULY 8, 2012
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Traveling? 
Find Catholic Churches 

and Mass times 
at MassTimes.org 

NO BAD NEWS
  There are many times when we say, “Tell me what I want to 
hear, and don’t confuse me with facts.” And we don’t take kindly to 
someone who might be bold enough to snuff out our expectations.
  The biggest problem with such an attitude is not that we miss out 
on the truth or the facts, but that we miss out on the new and surpris-
ing gifts others can give us. Like the townspeople in today’s Gospel 
story, we too often refuse to allow others to display the talents that can 
be good news for us.
  Today’s readings call for hospitality and faith and discernment. 
Hospitality opens the doors of our hearts and minds to the “stranger” 
among us, no matter how familiar he or she may seem to be. Faith 
enables us to accept the gifts of others, no matter how alarming or 
“strange” they may seem to be. Discernment helps us discover the 
prophets in our midst, no matter how amazing they may seem to be. 
Hospitality, faith, and discernment—cultivate these. Then, nobody can 
bring bad news.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses,
in order that the power of Christ may dwell with me.

— 2 Corinthians 12:9

Monday:  Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday:  Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7
Thursday: Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9; Mt 10:7-15
Friday:  Hos 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23
Saturday:  Is 6:1-8; Mt 10:24-33
Sunday:  Am 7:12-15; Ps 85; Eph 1:3-14 [3-10]; 
  Mk 6:7-13

+ deceased
Sat., July 7  Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am + Mrs. Amparo Zamora
Sat., July 7  Vigil: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary   
   Time       
   5:00 pm + For the Deceased Members of the D’Elia,
   Curran, Butts and Sommer Families 
Sun., July 8  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am + Catherine Cronin Grim
 10:30 am + Ellen and Pierce Bragg
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia
Mon., July 9 Weekday
        9:00 am +Joseph R. Pope
Tue., July 10 Weekday
        6:30 am + Grace Roehling
Wed., July 11 Saint Benedict
   9:00 am +Nancy Kilpeck
Thu., July 12 Weekday
   6:30 am + Stephen D’Elia
Fri., July 13 Weekday
   6:30 am + Gail Kelley 
 12:00 noon + Concepcion Gomez Meza; 
   + Mona Fitzgerald
Sat., July 14 Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
   9:00 am +Gail Kelley
Sat., July 14 Vigil: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
     5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia
Sun., July 15 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   7:00 am + Stephen D’Elia 
   8:30 am + Helen and Joseph Grim
 10:30 am The Fisher Family
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + John Bikowski

Are You Interested in the Catholic Faith?
We will soon begin a new journey in faith to share the richness of the 
Catholic Church and our parish family. We invite you to learn what 
the Church teaches, and be introduced to some of our parish mem-
bers. These sessions also are opportunities for you, and others that 
you may wish to invite, to ask those perplexing and difficult questions 
you may have about the Church. These gatherings are for inquirers 
and are open to people who are unbaptized, as well as those who are 
baptized Christians from Protestant or Evangelical backgrounds. 
Mark your calendar: the first session is Tuesday, September 25 at 
7:30pm in the Oratory Room.
Please give us a call if you have questions, would like further infor-
mation at 540-338-4497 or email at m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  Shouldn’t cell phones be left at home or in your car?  Our focus 
and attention should be on God during Mass. –Anonymous
A.  You are absolutely right.  Many do that already but since a large 
number of people now have cell phones there is a much higher chance 
of someone forgetting to silence or switch them off.  Most people just 
honestly forget to do this but it is very disruptive at Mass.  A cell phone 
switch off announcement before every Sunday Mass is probably our 
effective way to avoid this.  Perhaps one day someone may invent a 
cell phone ‘on’ detector as one goes thru the entrance door and alert 
them to turn it off.  Let’s hope so!
 
Q.  Why do we hold hands during the ‘Our Father’? –A.T.
A.  The official Mass instruction (General Instructions of the Roman 
Missal) has never actually called for holding hands during the Our 
Father or for any part of the Mass.  The practice evolved during the late 
1960’s from people who decided to do it on their own.
 
Q.  What does the coat of arms symbol on the right upper corner of 
the ‘Principal Parts of the Mass’ mean? --SBC
A. That is the Diocese of Arlington’s Coat of Arms. It is composed of 
a blue field on which is displayed a silver (white) fess (bar across the 
middle), with engrailed edges on both sides.  Within the fess is a red 
bar.  The use of these colors red, white and blue, the colors of our na-
tion’s flag, are to reflect the close proximity of the See ‘City’ of Arling-
ton to our nation’s capital and the close connection of the See ‘City’ and 
its people to the government of the United States.  The engrailed edges 
of the fess are taken from the coat of arms of Saint Thomas More, titu-
lar of the Cathedral Church of Arlington.  Above and below the fess are 
a silver star and a silver crescent, both symbols of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Patroness of the diocese and of the United States.  The star 
above the fess is encircled by ten smaller silver stars to represent the 
State of Virginia, which was the tenth state admitted to the Union.
 
Q.  I am very concerned about the fallen away Catholics in my fam-
ily.  I would like to know if you have an approach for trying to bring 
them back to the faith.  Also, if a fallen away Catholic dies, what is 
the family supposed to do in terms of a funeral and burial?  Do they 
die in mortal sin? –Anonymous
A.  The dilemma you mentioned happens to a number of Catholics.  
Many are not sure how to invite inactive Catholics back to the faith.  
Most of them simply drifted away and could not explain why.  They 
are the easier ones to invite back.  The harder ones are those who have 
serious disagreements with the Church’s doctrinal and moral teach-
ings.  Prayer is the most effective way to bring them back.  A personal 
invitation and a healthy faith discussion also can be very effective.  You 
will go a long way if you can get them to pray and browse through the 
website, www.catholicscomehome.org.  The site covers many areas 
of their concerns about the Catholic faith and try to respond to their 
questions.  The church does not make judgments on the fate of the 
Catholic who dies as an inactive Catholic because only God would 
know the state of their soul at the moment of death.  It is quite possible 
the person made a perfect act of contrition (sorrow for one’s sins) just 
prior to death and God’s mercy could certainly forgive him or her and 
be spared of the eternal flames of hell.  Scripture reminds us that Jesus 
is the judge of the living and the dead (and not us).  For this reason, the 
parish ministers as usual to all the deceased using the standard Funeral 
Rite Liturgy.  The only exception is if the deceased person prior to 
death specifically or formally requested not to have a Catholic burial or 
was formally excommunicated by the church.

“How I spent my first day as a pastor”
 
  Bishop Loverde appointed me as pastor of Saint Francis de 
Sales effective on June 27, 2012.  Due to a previously arranged 
vacation time I was in Florida at the time the assignment took 
effect and was at a place I have been waiting to see for 32 years.  
The place is called Coral Castle in Homestead, FL.  If you have 
not heard of it I recommend that you check it out.  It is one of the 
greatest unsolved engineering mysteries in the world.  The roman-
tic story behind its making and its overall history has intrigued 
the people from all over the world since the 1920’s.  To this date 
the scientific experts are still baffled how Edward Leedskalnin, a 
weak 100-lb. man from Latvia, could build his amazing coral reef 
castle singlehandedly when some of the structures weighed as 
much as 23 tons a piece.  He built this for the love of his life, Ag-
nes Scuffs, whom he affectionately called as his “Sweet Sixteen.” 
Sadly, she canceled the wedding the night before the ceremony 
and Leedskalnin left for the U.S. brokenhearted.  He built this cas-
tle hoping that one day his Sweet Sixteen would come.  She never 
did.  But he built his dream castle anyway and proudly shared it 
with the rest of us.  Here are a couple of websites I recommend for 
you to learn more about Coral Castle:  www.coralcastle.com and 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcfBYXRC7r0.

  What I wanted to share with you was a unique spiritual ex-
perience that took place while I was there.  One of the tour guides 
who learned that it took me over 3 decades of waiting patiently to 
finally see it.  She gave me an extra private tour of the castle.  At 
first she didn’t notice my Roman collar because I was not wearing 
my usual black clerical shirt.  Since I was in Florida during a hot 
summer, I wore my made-for-hot- climate white clergy shirt (it’s 
a good thing they make one).  She thought I was some kind of a 
mathematician who was fascinated with the weights and pulleys 
on display that the builder had used.  (Had she known what my 
math grades were in school she would not have made that as-
sumption!).  Anyway, when I identified myself as a Catholic priest 
she was delighted and filled with joy.  She mentioned how she had 
been recently contemplating returning to her Catholic faith and 
has long desired to talk to somebody about it and there I was.  As I 
sat on one of the amazingly comfortable 9-ton coral reef reclining 
chair, we talked about how God brought us together on that today.  
It was God looking after her that a priest was sent to speak to her 
about returning to the faith.  I mentioned I had just become a pas-
tor on that day and the job description is to be a shepherd of souls.  
Our conversation made my visit even more special than it already 
was after a 32 year wait.  Now it was even more meaningful 
than I could have ever imagined and something I will remember 
throughout my life as a priest.  It is so true that while priests may 
take a vacation, priests never take a vacation from their priesthood.

(continued next page)



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall; PFC Brandon 
Badura; Spc Edward Regan Jr.; Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III; PFC Sean Milam; Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson; Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall; PV2 Sean Zurschmeide; 
PV2 Ryan Badura; Cdr Bill Balding, USN; 
2nd Lt. Patrick Gutierrez
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis 
Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, 
David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian 
Welsh, Irene Taylor, Ruth Robinson, Joan 
Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Mi-
chael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke, 
Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, 
John Kelly, Clair Fred Olson, Jim Gutierrez

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

POP COMMITTEE SEEKS NOMINATIONS
 The Preferential Option for the Poor (POP) Fund Committee is now seeking 
parishioner nominations for Fall 2011 gifts.  St. Francis de Sales places five percent of 
the weekly offertory collection in a Preferential Option for the Poor Fund that supports 
projects and organizations that lessen the hardships of the poor. This fund has disbursed 
over $336,000 to approximately 144 projects since 2002 thanks to the generosity of 
St. Francis de Sales parishioners. Qualifying organizations include local, national and 
international charities as well as religious orders.  Individual mission trips cannot be 
considered.
 Written nominations are required and should  include 1) a description of the organi-
zation and background on your personal or professional connection to the organization; 
2) a brochure or web site link; 3) a suggested contribution amount; and an explanation 
of what the gift will be used for (purchase medical equipment; support a scholarship, 
buy milk for the orphanage, etc)  
Nominations should be submitted by July 13 for consideration at the Committee’s next 
meeting.
Drop your nomination off at the church office, or mail it to: 
St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 
Attn: POP Fund Committee
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA 20132

(continued from previous page)
  Edward Leedskalnin and I share one thing in 
common.  We both fell in love with a young woman 
named Agnes.  Regardless of where our lives would 
take us we both decided to dedicate our lifetime of 
work to our respective Sweet Agnes.  For 28 years Ed 
built his coral castle for Agnes Scuffs.  For the past 
27-½ years I have dedicated my spiritual life revival to 
my dear Agnes, Saint Agnes of Rome.  The biggest dif-
ference is my Agnes has never left me and has always 
stood by my side especially in my most difficult times.  
My seminary and priesthood days have been dedicated 
to Saint Agnes. Stop by my office sometime and you 
will see her image prominently displayed on the wall.  
My license plate reads: ST AGNES.  By the way, St. 
Agnes’ most common image shows her holding a 
lamb—quite a fitting patroness for a “pastor” (Latin 
for shepherd), don’t you think?  And I thank you very 
much for your prayers and support.  It is a great bless-
ing that I am with you at Saint Francis de Sales for my 
first assignment as pastor.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

 

How do I join? 
Registration has begun for 2012-2013.  Becoming a member is easy.   
Just e-mail Kelly at kellyswe@gmail.com or visit our website: 
www.purcellvillemops.com.  

MOPS: Mothers of Preschoolers 
Join Us!

MOPS, mothers of children from newborn to kindergarten, find friendship, com-
munity resources, and support.  At the meetings moms enjoy breakfast, coffee, 
fun games, speakers, and arts & crafts.  
When and Where? We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month during 
the school year, from 9:30-11:30am at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 711 W 
Main St. Purcellville,

What about Childcare? Childcare is provided through a program called MOP-
PETS that includes playtime, crafts, and snacks.

 

How do I join? 
Registration has begun for 2012-2013.  Becoming a member is easy.   
Just e-mail Kelly at kellyswe@gmail.com or visit our website: 
www.purcellvillemops.com.  

MOPS: Mothers of Preschoolers 

Upcoming Seminars at Catholic Distance University 
Summer is the perfect time to enrich your knowledge of the Catholic Faith. CDU 
seminars travel easily as everything you need is online. Experience CDU noncredit 
seminars for just $30.
Acts of the Apostles
July 30 – August 20 with Fr. Thomas Lane
Explore these scriptures with expert Scripture scholar Fr. Thomas Lane. This three-
week online seminar is an introduction to the Acts of the Apostles from which daily and 
Sunday Mass readings are chosen throughout the entire season of Easter each year.
Catechism of the Catholic Church series
Take one or all five of these online independent study courses that look at each of the 
pillars of the Catechism.  Great preparation for the Year of Faith! Each section is avail-
able at $30 per course.
Learn more at www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html or call 888.254.4238 
ext. 700.



TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Registrations for 2012-2013 have been emailed 
home this week to all families currently enrolled in 
the Religious Education program. If you are new to 
the RE program, registration packets are available in 
the Narthex at that time. Registration materials are 
also available on-line at www.saintfrancisparish.org/
religious-education/youth-k-8/registration/

We do our very best to ensure delivery of emails regarding reg-
istration, upcoming meetings, important Sacrament info, etc.
However, email filters will often block these messages due to 
the large volume of emails we send out.  If you are not receiv-
ing these our emails please contact the RE office at 338-4497.

Confirmation Summer Workbooks 
All rising eighth graders are to be completing a summer 
workbook based on their seventh grade text as part of their 
knowledge requirement. Workbooks are available to down-
load online from the parish website www.saintfrancisparish.
org/religious-education and follow the link to Confirmation, 
or can be picked up from the Religious Education Info Cen-
ter in the hallway outside of the office. 

WHAT IS A CATECHIST?
Catechists are those who are called to serve through 
teaching, witness, prayer, service and building commu-
nity.  Through word and example, catechists teach the 
Catholic faith and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
 
WHO IS A CATECHIST?
YOU are!  If you are a confirmed Catholic, over the age 
of 16, who lives a faithfilled life and wishes to share the 
love of Jesus with the young people of our parish, then 
you would be a great candidate to be a catechist.  Our 
Religious Education program is staffed by volunteer 
catechists only and the need is great.  This is one of the 
largest ministries in the Catholic Church and one of the 
most rewarding.  Please call our office if you would like 
to speak to someone for more information

My husband, Chris, and I have been 
going to Workcamp for many years now. 
People often ask us why we might want 
to give up a week of our time to spend 
with so many teenagers. We don’t look 
at it that way. We feel so privileged that you give us your 
teens to spend one of the most amazing weeks of their year 
and maybe their life. We get to share our faith, love, and our 
hearts with them as they share theirs  with us. Thank you for 
giving us your teens.
 
Kevin Bills attended Workcamp as the music leader of the 
whole camp, as he has for the past 9 years. He leads the 
group of 400-500 people in glory and praise and worship. He 
touches the hearts of the youth and adults in his music minis-
try. Thanks Kevin, for your continued service to the teens.
 
Thanks to all the adults who joined us for Workcamp. There 
is a special bond that is formed that is so great. We now have 
shared our blood, sweat and tears. Thank you for giving us 
your time. And thank you to all the parishioners who support 
us whether it was in prayers or financially. 
 
The SoulStitch group made 80 prayers shawls for the people 
in Delaware. The Residents were deeply touched  when they 
received their shawls. Thank you SoulStitch Members for 
all your love and hard work.  You are all amazing and so good 
to us workcampers.  We took a part of all of you with us to 
Workcamp.  
 
Workcamp has not only touched the hearts of those who 
have participated but for some it has changed their lives.  
Some of the workcampers have gone on to join us as adult 
leaders. This year we have 4 young adults who are joining us 
adult leaders.  Many Workcampers have gone on to mission 
trips in far-off places such as New Orleans, Mississippi, 
Jamaica, Peru, China, South America, South Africa, Nicara-
gua, Dominican Republic, Guatamala, Haiti and many others.  
Some have gone into the Peace Corp, Job Corp, and Teach for 
America. Some of the youth group teens who have continued 
to serve those in need after high school are Patrick God-
frey, Nicole and Caitlin Catalfamo, Hannah Milam, Biz 
Sperduto, Sarah and Louise Searle, Kevin Lohr, Erin 
Beksel, Matthew Higgins, Carly Rees, Stephanie Barnett, 
Meghan Bowe, Kristin Ober, Anna Wiest, Kelly Treado 
Vance, Jackie Treado, Mike Sauer, Connie Lewis, Alissa 
Loki, Ana and Cecilia Osowski, Jack Lewis, Joe Molinari, 
Thomas Conoway, Mary Heiman, Sarah Kaeler, Chad 
Gobs, Kristin, Jon, Emile, Julia, and Lindsey Hink, Will 
Lyons, Sean Austin, Kyle and Ryan Lawson, and Courtney 
Treon. Some of these have chosen careers related to their 
desire to help others.
 
We hold all of the teens and adults who attended Workcamp 
in our hearts. We are now looking forward to next year when 
we bring our teens to another Workcamp mission trip to 
North Carolina. - Jane Treado



One Day Abortion Recovery Retreat 
for Women: An “Entering Canaan” 
Day of Prayer and Healing 
will take place on Saturday, July 21, 2012. This 
retreat is a safe place to renew and rebuild hearts 
broken from abortion. It offers a supportive, con-
fidential and non-judgmental environment where 
you can express and release painful post-abortive 
emotions to begin the process of healing. For more 
info or to register, please call Project Rachel: (888) 
456-HOPE / 888-456-4673 or email: projectra-
chel@arlingtondiocese.org 
 

Offering Spiritual Acts of Mercy for 
Those Hurting from Abortion: Abortion 
always leaves living wounded in its wake. Would 
you consider offering a Spiritual Bouquet on behalf 
of the women attending our Entering Canaan Day 
of Prayer on July 21, 2012? Spiritual Bouquets &/
or Letters of Encouragement can now be submit-
ted online up to 1 day prior to each retreat. Thank 
you for helping to make a difference building a 
Culture of Life and a Civilization of Love. For more 
information please visit: www.arlingtondiocese.org/
rachel or call 1-888-456-HOPE / 888-456-4673. 

Year Round Giving Tree Continues
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree 
and return the item to the narthex or place the gift 
card in the container marked gift cards. Donations 
will be given to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the 
Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg 
Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes and needy 
families within our parish and community, as well 
at the Veteran's Hospital in Martinsburg. Thanks so 
much to all of you for your generous donations dur-
ing the Christmas season to our neighbors in need 
and the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree 
Social Justice Committee.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  
buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 
540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that 
you do unto me”  Matthew 25:40  

Jesus’ Family Summer Vacation
BIBLE HEROES: JUDGES ~ July 9-13

Kindergarten - purple team
1st Grade -  red team

2nd Grade - blue team
3rd Grade - green team
4th Grade - yellow team
5th Grade - orange team

Teeshirts will be available for pick-up at the Carnival on July 8 or at 
your child’s team canopy on the first day of VBS

Dear Parents, 
Thank you for signing up your child for our Vacation Bible School. We have many 
volunteers who are working hard to make this a successful, fun, spirit-filled week 
for the children! VBS will focus on five notable judges of the Old Testament. The 
daily themes are:

Monday –  Joshua
Tuesday –  Deborah

Wednesday –  Gideon
Thursday - Samson
Friday –  Samuel

Please find the team colors for each grade below. When you arrive on the first day, 
please look for the canopy with your child’s color this is where they will meet each 
day. Children please arrive at 8:30am on Monday and 8:45am the rest of the week. 
Pick up time is at 12:10pm at their canopy. Parents/Guardians must sign your child 
in and out each day.   

This year’s Mission will support the Boulder Crest Retreat in Bluemont, which is 
a new facility for wounded warriors to come rest and heal and spend that time with 
their families. More information will come home regarding our Mission project.

Please send a bottle of water for your child to carry throughout the morning labeled 
with his/her name on it. Our snack ingredients will be limited to sunflower seeds, 
pumpkin seeds, Rice and/or Corn Chex, Cherrios, raisins, pretzel sticks, Craisins, 
chocolate chips, mini-marshmallows, Fruit Loops, Goldfish, yogurt raisins and 
pretzels, Twizzlers and Teddy Grahams. They are creating their own trail mix, so if 
there is any individual item on this list they cannot have, we need to be informed.

The children will travel through various stations throughout the morning, some 
inside and some outside. They should have on sunscreen and bug repellant when 
they arrive.  Please dress them in closed shoes with socks and their VBS t-shirt. A 
lot of activities will be outside so have them dress appropriately. Do a thorough tick 
check each day after camp since a lot of time is spent outdoors. 

On Friday, the children will attend the Noon Mass with their teams. After Mass, we 
will have a hotdog cookout. Parents and siblings are invited to attend the cookout 
beginning around 12:30pm.  Watch for a letter being sent home with your child on 
Wednesday with more info about the day last day celebrations.  

Please attend the VBS Carnival TODAY at 1:30pm. This is an important fund-
raiser, and even more important, it will be lots of fun!!

Sincerely in Christ, 

Melissa and Janice

Parish Family in Need of Meals  
A young mom from our parish is severely ill and is in 
need of meals and prayers. If you are able to provide 
a meal or meals, please call the office to speak with 
our parish secretary at 338-6381 or Sharon Liddi-
coatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the 
needs of the six family members. Meals are needed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to 
provide a meal, your prayers will be greatly 
appreciated.



Upcoming Vocation Events
Sunday, July 15 – Thursday, July 19: Fiat Days 
Camp
Registration is open for Fiat Days, our annual 
discernment camp, open to high school women 
(rising freshmen – rising seniors) and held at Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary. Registration packets can be 
obtained at www.ArlingtonVocations.org, or go 
directly here. Please consider the camp as you make 
your summer plans. 

Sun. July 29 – Thu., August 2: Quo Vadis Days 
Camp
Registration is open for Fiat Days, our annual 
discernment camp open to high school men (rising 
freshmen – rising seniors). Registration packets can 
be obtained at www.ArlingtonVocations.org. Please 
consider the camp as you make your summer plans. 

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

20 Ways to Encourage Summer Reading
1)  Visit the library
If he doesn’t already have one, get your child a library card. Check out some books, 
then read them with a picnic lunch on a blanket somewhere special.
2)  Invest in books 
Look for lightly-used books at garage or library sales. Buy inexpensive paperbacks 
from discount stores.  
3)  Care for books
Teach children to handle books as though they had great value. They do.
4)  Create a reading nook
Fill a cozy spot with fluffy pillows – books on a shelf nearby.
5)  Turn down the volume
Create a quieter atmosphere at home – less TV, radio, and other distractions.  
6)  Give books as gifts
Ask Grandma too! Books are gifts that never stop giving.
7) Subscribe to magazines
Your kids will look forward each month to their own. Focus on the Family has great 
age-appropriate magazines: Clubhouse Jr., Clubhouse. Highlights has been a faithful 
friend to kids for over 60 years. 
8)  Pursue special interests through books
A reluctant reader/baseball nut may get turned on reading books on baseball heroes.  
There are books on every interest under the sun.
9) Listen to audiocasettes
To break the TV habit, build a bridge with audiocassettes. Without visual cues, children 
learn to exercise imagination – and an audio learner like my daughter Maddy can 
transition to becoming a lover of books.
10) Introduce series books
Following one or two main characters – like the Hardy Boys or Boxcar Kids – can 
build a reading habit in an on again/off again reader.
11)  Watch movies of classics
Watch Little Women, Tale of Two Cities, Oliver Twist (look for the old, black&white 
versions to avoid politically correct changes) – then give the book to your child to read 
(abridged versions for younger readers). 
12) Visit bookstores
Many bookstores are very child-friendly, with inviting sections for children.  Teach 
your child to show respect for the books and the store.
13) Attend a book signing
Check local bookstores for upcoming readings by children’s authors.  Buy a copy and 
get it autographed.
14)  Tolerate comic books  
As long as they’re decent, comic books are okay to encourage kids who might not 
otherwise read.  My kids loved the TinTin books, which are translated from French 
and have pages of cartoon panels.
15)  Publish your child’s book
Help your child write and illustrate his own book.  Distribute copies to friends and 
family.
16)  Give her a diary
Teach your child how to journal, including reading back over what she has written.
17) Set the pace
As your child takes on longer books, review them with him first for total pages – then 
set a daily goal and target date to finish
18)  Read aloud
No child is too old to be read to.  Choose a rich book like David Copperfield – it’s most 
stimulating to read several notches above your child’s own reading level.
19)  Read together
Take turns reading – plays and skits are great fun for families.
20)  Read yourself
You are his true hero.  Make reading a priority and your kids most likely will too!

Have You Taken Control Of Your 
Health Today?
Life Line Screening will be at on offering five safe, 
painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings 
that are typically not a part of a routine physical. 
To be more proactive about your health and live longer 
for yourself, your family, and your community,  make 
an appointment. You can learn your risk of having 
stroke or vascular disease, prices range from $129 to 
$159. There is no time like the present to take action!

Life Line Screening will perform screenings for:
1)      carotid artery blockage (stroke)                    
2)      atrial fibrillation                                              
3)      abdominal aortic aneurysm  
4)  peripheral arterial disease 
5)  osteoporosis (bone loss)
                  
 These screenings are recommended for anyone 50 
and older, or 40 and over with cardiovascular risk fac-
tors.  They are non-invasive, painless, and take 60-90 
minutes to complete.  The results, which are mailed 
directly to you, will help you and your doctor protect 
your health.  Stroke, Vascular and Heart Rhythm 
Package range from $129 to $159. 

Life Line Screening will be at Blue Ridge Bible Church
770 S 20th Street in Purcellville on  Monday, August 
6. Call to register at 1-800-690-0323 or visit  www.
lifelinescreening.com/community-partners.


