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Welcome!

Please register and become part of our parish community.
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm
Daily Masses

Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Sunday Masses

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the
intended date of marriage.

Adoration/Benediction

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday, followed by the 9am Mass.
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God.

- St. Francis de Sales

SUNDAY
JUNE 10, 2012
The Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ
The cup of salvation I will
take up, and I will call upon
the name of the LORD.
— Psalm 116:13

SACRIFICE

   Today the Church focuses on the Eucharist. Today’s readings
remind us how connected to ancient blood sacrifices we are when
offering our unbloody sacrifice. The reading from Exodus describes
a solemn ritual designed so the Israelites would never forget their
covenant with God.
   The reading from the Letter to the Hebrews turns us from those
ancient animal sacrifices, the first efforts to worship the living God.
Our sacrifice is the body and blood of the Son of God. Because of
Christ we have a new covenant.
   The Gospel from Mark retells the establishment of that covenant,
the familiar story of the Last Supper. Juxtaposed with the story of
animal sacrifice as it is here, we are challenged to listen with new attention, to remember the great price paid for our salvation. Jesus gave
his body and every drop of his blood for us.
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Masses for the Week
+ deceased
Sat., June 9
9:00 am
Sat., June 9
			
5:00 pm
			
Sun., June 10
7:00 am
			
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm
Mon., June 11
9:00 am
Tue., June 12
6:30 am
Wed., June 13
9:00 am
Thu., June 14
6:30 am
Fri., June 15
6:30 am
12:00 noon
Sat., June 16
			
9:00 am
Sat., June 16
5:00 pm
Sun., June 17
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm

Parish Family in Need of Meals

A young mom from our parish is severely ill and is in need of
meals and prayers. If you are able to provide a meal or meals,
please call the office to speak with our parish secretary at 3386381 or Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the needs of the six family members. Meals are needed
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to provide a
meal, your prayers will be greatly appreciated.

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - June 3		
YEAR TO DATE		  	
2nd Collection			
Electronic Offertory for May

$ 13,144
$ 646,598
$
2,971
$ 18,283

Wed., June 13
		
Fri., June 15

Weekday
Stephanie Nerantzis
Vigil: The Most Holy Body and Blood of 		
Christ
+ For the deceased members of the D’Elia,
Curran, Butts and Sommer Families		
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
+ For the deceased members of the D’Elia,
Curran, Butts and Sommer Families 
Special Intention
+ Ruth Robinson
People of the Parish
+ Ashton Mahnke
Saint Barnabas
+ Joseph R. Pope
Weekday
+ Grace Roehling
Saint Anthony of Padua
+ Anthony Fazio
Weekday
James Lippert, Jr.
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
+ Capt. Michael Quin
Special Intention
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Special Intention
Vigil: 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Stephen D’Elia
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Laraine Mansfield
+ John Prsybysz
The Fisher Family
+ Jack McCants
People of the Parish

This Week

Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Catechist Supper - 7pm, pavilion
Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12noon Mass

Readings for the Week
Monday:		
Tuesday:		
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:		
		
Saturday:		
Sunday:		
		

Acts 11:21b-26, 13:1-3; Mt 5:1-12
1 Kgs 17:7-16; Mt 5:13-16
1 Kgs 18:20-39; Mt 5:17-19
1 Kgs 18:41-46; Mt 5:20-26
Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9; Eph 3:8-12, 14-19;
Jn 19:31-37
1 Kgs 19:19-21; Lk 2:41-51
Ez 17:22-24; Ps 92; 2 Cor 5:6-10;
Mk 4:26-34

Shepherd’s
Notes
“Fortnight of Freedom” (June 21 – July 4)
   If you have been following the news recently you will have
some familiarity with the Catholic Church in the United States facing
a major catastrophe regarding our government coercing our church to
abide with the Department of Health and Human Service’s mandate
that would include mandatory coverage for Catholic organizations to
provide contraception, sterilization and some abortion-inducing drugs at
the cost of the employer regardless if they are morally opposed to those
services. This is the current law due to take effect very soon and it is
not just a mere guideline or a suggestion. When the Catholic Church
expressed her moral objection to the law, the administration said that they
have respectfully listened to the objection and as a concession giving the
church one year to comply with the law. In other words, thank you for
your opinion and as a concession we will give you one year to get used
to it and change your mind—or else start paying the heavy price of the
penalties that will be levied against you!
   Well, this is the kind of religious liberty interpretation we are now
getting for our current political leaders. Secular leaders who are so insistent on not having any reference to God in our society are now mandating
faith-based churches and organizations what is the appropriate way to
express their faith. What has happened to our supposed defenders of the
constitution that were supposedly elected to guarantee every citizen’s religious freedom? Who would have thought that this could happen in the
United States of America, the “leader” of the free world? Unless direct
action is taken immediately this erosion of freedom in our country will
continue to slide into oblivion. This isn’t just about the Catholic Church
and its opposition to contraception and abortion. This is about taking
away a big chunk of religious freedom that the constitution guarantees
as a right. If the current political leaders succeed with this, you can only
imagine what other rights that can be taken away in the future.
   The Fortnight for Freedom that is set to be observed from June
21-July 4 (2 weeks) is the Catholic Bishops’ response for a special period
of prayer, study, catechesis and public action that would emphasize our
Christian and American heritage of liberty. There will be prayers and talks
in parishes regarding this important matter. Please stay tuned to what is
published in our bulletin.
   Our neighboring parish, St. John the Apostle in Leesburg is having
a 2-week continuous Eucharistic Adoration and our parish has taken two
24-hour slots [June 25 & July 2] to help them fill their slots. Our 24-hour
period will begin at 9am after their 8:30 am morning Mass and continue
until the Tuesday morning Mass at 8:30 am. (There is also a noon Mass
Monday-Friday so the noon slot includes Mass). We are also scheduling a
children’s Holy Hour at 10am and a Teen Holy Hour at 8pm on our Mondays to encourage parishioners of all ages to participate. This will require
help from the entire Parish, not just our regular First Friday Adorers. We
hope that this will be an opportunity for many new people to experience
Adoration for the first time as well (no prior experience is required! :-)
   Please contact Mark Donofrio at sixdonofrios@comcast.net, 540
338-8133 if you have any questions and to sign-up. There will also be a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex after all Masses for the next 3 weekends.
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Ask the Priest

Q. Is it a sin to kill the devil? –Alivia
A. The devil is an immortal evil spirit, a fallen angel, and cannot be
killed. But our prayers can hurt him and his bad actions. So keep
saying your prayers because it drives the devil crazy and keeps him
away from us!
Q. What are the primary reasons that students studying to
become priests in the seminary leave the school? Is it because of
academics or something else? –Anonymous
A. The primary reason is because the seminary student realizes
that he is not called by God to become a priest. On a few occasions the seminary professors, who are mostly priests, would not
recommend that the student continue with the training because
they do not believe the person has the priestly vocation. But I don’t
recall anyone in the seminary who was ever denied ordination to
the priesthood simply because of academic problems. Some of the
great saintly priests in history were actually known for their lack of
academic skill, e.g., St. John Vianney (patron saint of parish priests)
and St. Joseph Cupertino (patron saint of students). It is also
important to note that many of the seminarians who discontinued
their studies for the priesthood became great family men and lay
church leaders.
Q. Before we got to the 6pm Mass on Mother’s Day my mom got
us food at 6:30 (we were late) and I started to eat it. But I remembered we’re not supposed to eat within 1 hour of getting communion but my mom told me to receive the Eucharist anyway. Was
that a sin? –Anonymous
A. It sounds like it was nearly communion time already by the
time you got to church and would have been better if you waited
to eat until right after Mass. Not knowing the circumstances why
your family was very late for Mass I couldn’t tell you if that was
a sin or not on your mom’s part. If your mom just got out of a
nursing shift at the hospital (or something similar) and this was the
only time you all could go to Mass then it may not have been a sin
what she did if she valued the Eucharist that much. In other words,
it was an extraordinary situation. Otherwise, it normally is a sin
when one does not do a 1-hour Eucharistic fast before communion. It is also a good reminder that people who missed the Gospel
reading at a Sunday Mass without a good reason do not fulfill the
Sunday obligation. But for yourself what you did was not sinful
because you were acting on what appeared to be your mom’s best
judgment at the time.
Q. Why is there a homily at Mass? –Kennady Briscoe
A. The Church requires that a homily be given for Sundays and
Solemnities because it is the appropriate time to explain the scriptural readings and/or the feast day that is being celebrated. The
Church considers preaching as the primary calling of the priests as
the apostles were called by Jesus to preach the saving word of Jesus
Christ.
Q. Proverbs 20:29 states, “The glory of young men is their
strength, and the dignity of old men is grey hair.” Since I’m going grey in my 40’s, does this mean I’m old? ¬–Anonymous
A. Yes.

Calling all 6th, 7th & 8th
Graders!
Join us on Sunday, June 24th at 7-9pm for PIZZA
and MOVIE NIGHT in the church hall. For those
of you who want to join us for 6pm Mass, we’ll be
sitting together, then heading down to the church
hall right afterwards. Remember the MAC-PAC
(Middle-schoolers And Christ – Pray. Act. Charity.) Interested? Send Bill and Beth Ann McRoberts an e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or
call us at 668-7214. RSVP for this event since
we’ll want to get enough pizza and sodas for the
kids. Hope to see you there.

On April 12, the Ad Hoc Committee on
Religious Liberty of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) issued a document,
"Our First, Most Cherished Liberty,” outlining
the bishops’ concerns over threats to religious
freedom, both at home and abroad. The bishops
called for a “Fortnight for Freedom,” a 14-day
period of prayer, education and action in support
of religious freedom, from June 21-July 4. This
period also falls in and around the feast days
of several saints who were martyred for persecution and political reasons and it is very
fitting that it concludes on Independence Day.
St. Francis de Sales is teaming up with St. John the Apostle Parish in Leesburg for
Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during this period. Our Parish will be
covering both Mondays (June 25th and July 2nd). Adoration will be at the St.
John’s Parish Historic “Little” Church on King Street in Leesburg. Our 24-hour
period will begin at 9am after their 8:30am morning Mass and continue until the Tuesday morning Mass at 8:30am. (There is also a noon Mass Monday-Friday so the noon
slot includes Mass). We are also scheduling a children’s Holy Hour at 10am and a Teen
Holy Hour at 8pm on our Mondays to encourage Parishioners of all ages to participate.
This will require help from the entire Parish, not just our regular First Friday Adorers.
We hope that this will be an opportunity for many new people to experience Adoration for the first time as well (no prior experience is required! :-). Please contact Mark
Donofrio at sixdonofrios@comcast.net, 540 338-8133 if you have any questions and to
sign-up. There will also be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex after all Masses for the next 3
weekends.

PRAY FOR PEACE AND SAFETY

If you have a family member serving overseas, please
let us know. We will publish their names in the bulletin
to remind everyone to ask for God’s blessings on them,
that they may return safely to their families. Let us
join our prayers for peace and safety with yours. Also,
please let us know when they return safely home so
that we may also rejoice with you.

Our thoughts and
prayers are with ...
Our Military Members:
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt.
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton;
PFC Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide,
PV2 Ryan Badura, Cdr Bill Balding, USN
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis
Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy,
David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian
Welsh, Irene Taylor, Ruth Robinson, Joan
Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke,
Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Tatiana Sacoto,
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley,
John Kelly, Clair Fred Olson

Jesus’ Family Summer Vacation

BIBLE HEROES: JUDGES
July 9 - July 13 ~ 9am-12noon
$25/child or $35/family
for Grades rising K thru 5th

Registrations forms must be turned into RE
office by Friday June 22 if you want a tee-shirt
Final registration date is Monday, July 2
Registration forms can be downloaded from our website at
www.saintfrancisparish.org and payments can be made
on-line using Parish Giving

Religious Education

Melissa Gobs, DRE
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org
Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Confirmation Pictures are Here!

Please be sure to come by the parish office during office
hours to pick up your 8x10 group portrait and 5x7 individual portrait of your son or daughter. We are asking a $10
donation for these beautiful keepsakes.
We still have many portraits from past years that we
have held on to. It’s not too late to get portraits from
2010 and 2011.

Registration for 2011-2012 will be emailed home by
June 20 to all families currently enrolled in the Religious Education program. If you are new to the RE
program, registration packets will be available in the
Narthex at that time.

TEEN FAITH
NEWS
TEEN MASS - at 6pm every
Sunday. All Teens are welcome.
Join us in the front left 3 rows of
church as we celebrate the Teen Mass together.
No Youth Group - June 10th. But you are welcome to
attend our Workcamp meeting.
Workcamp Meeting - June 10th. We have a lot of
stuff to go over with you. Please make ever effort to be
there. 7:15-9pm
Vehicles Needed for Workcamp - We need to borrow 6
passenger cars, vans, suv's or trucks for workcamp. For
every vehicle we borrow, that saves us $500 for rental.
We will need it the week of June 24-30. We can also
trade you a smaller vehicle if that helps.
Adults Going To Workcamp Meeting - Tuesday, June
12th, 7:30-9pm

If your email address has changed, please let us know the new
address by June 15. If you have not received your registration
packet by June 20, it is because we do not have your correct
information or it is going in your spam file.

The Religious Education Office will be closed
on Fridays throughout the summer.

Confirmation Summer Workbooks

All rising eighth graders are to be completing a summer
workbook based on their seventh grade text as part of
their knowledge requirement. Workbooks are available to
download online from the parish website www.stfrancisdesalescatholicchurch.org/relEdConfirmation.asp or can
be picked up from the Religious Education Info Center in
the hallway outside of the office.

Kitchen Cleaning We have amassed quite a

collection of food trays and serving dishes, etc, in out
kitchen as a result of our many receptions we have
hosted in St. Francis Hall in the past year. We need to
clean off our counters so if you brought in a dish, please
be sure to pick it up in the hall. Sometimes dishes get put
in the cabinets, if you can’t find an item, someone in the
office can help you. Thank you so much for your generous donations of food!

Senior Dinner - In the home of Chris and Jane Treado
for all High School Seniors. Keep an eye out for the
date. We will be posting it very soon.
Woodgrove Baccalaureate Service - All Woodgrove Seniors and their families are invited to the Baccalaureate
service on June 10th at the Purcellville Baptist Church,
2-4pm. This is a ecumenical, spiritual, inspirational service.
GOLF Tournament - Thanks to everyone for participating in and helping to sponsor our charity golf tournament.
It was a lot of fun and a great success!!!

JaneTreado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

First Holy Communion Banners

The children’s banners from First Holy Communion are
in the Narthex ready to be picked up. Don’t forget to get
yours after Mass or anytime during the week. They make
nice keepsakes of the 1st Communion preparation. We
will not be able to keep banners that are not picked up.

It's not too late to join the Class of 2016

at Bishop O'Connell High School! A prospective parent coffee will be held on
Saturday, June 9 at 9am in the school library. Learn about the global studies
certificate program, dual credit and enrollment programs with Marymount University, and our latest technology initiatives. See a demo of how iPads are being
used in our classrooms. Eighth graders can take the High School Placement Test
the same morning. For info, visit www.bishopoconnell.org/admissions or call us
at 703-237-1433.

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:
A walk through the RCIA Process

How does our parish attract inquirers who consider becoming Catholic?
The short answer is you! When any parish has many inquirers year after
year, it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit as parish members open their hearts
to welcome others. Members of a welcoming and evangelizing community take seriously their call to share the Divine message of salvation. It
happens in parish families, in the workplace, in gatherings with friends
and neighbors, and in daily contacts. Give thanks to God as he continuously strengthens each of us who seek to do his will in offering a gentle,
humble, and clear welcome to the Catholic faith. “Go out into the whole
world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

National Homeschool Conference

The Eleventh Annual Immaculate Heart of Mary National Homeschool and Parent Conference will be held at the Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center,
2371 Carl D. Silver Parkway, in Fredericksburg on Friday, June 22 (9am-9pm)
and on Saturday, June 23 (9am-4:30pm). Speakers include Dr. Ray Guarendi,
Prof. Joseph Pearce, Andrew Pudewa, and Virginia Seuffert. See www.ihmconference.org for full list of speakers and vendors!
This year’s conference features a Spiritual Retreat, a Beginners Session, Teacher
Training, Focus on Fatherhood, a Teen Program, a Catholic College Fair and
many other topics! ADMISSION IS FREE and there’s plenty of free parking!
For more information, please call 540-636-1946.

Blood Drive Sunday is June 24, from 7am

-12:30pm and we encourage you to donate. Join us with an
Awesome Act of Kindness, your donation of the Gift of Life.
Inova Blood Donor Services shows a significant shortage of
blood products. The need is urgent and the value priceless.
The Sign-up list is posted in the in the narthex for all who
attend Mass at St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 540
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling information. narthex for
all who attend Mass at St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 540 338-6313 or
register at the Inova eDonor website, www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling information.

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY

Summer is the perfect time to enrich your knowledge of the
Catholic Faith. CDU seminars travel easily as everything
you need is online. All members of the Arlington diocese
can experience CDU noncredit seminars for just $30.
Catholic School: The Challenge, The Culture, The Charism
June 18 – July 9 with Sr. Mary Brendon Zajac
A must for anyone teaching in a Catholic school! Participants in this seminar will develop a better understanding of
the unique culture of the Catholic school and understand
how to promote Catholic identity.
Apologetics: Evidence for the Existence of God
July 2 - 23 with Steve Hemler
Have you needed to answer the question ‘Does God Exist’
for yourself and others? This seminar will present compelling scientific evidence, philosophical reasons, and insights
drawn from human nature itself regarding God’s existence.
Five part independent study on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Each section is available at $30 per course.
Learn more at www.cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA)
Pledges

Thank you to everyone who has supported the BLA. This
appeal funds programs and ministries in our diocese that
support Vocations, Youth Ministry, Catholic Schools, Evangelization efforts, Catholic Charities, Religious Education
and the Office for Family Life. If you made a pledge to
the BLA, each month you will receive a reminder statement to help you fulfill your pledge. Call the BLA office at
703-841-2570 with questions. Love One Another with the
Heart of Christ!

PADRE PIO CENACLE

The Cenacle meets on the 3rd Friday of each month in the
Parish Hall. Next meeting is Friday, June 15, following the
12 pm Mass. The Cenacle is made up of a group of laity
who are associate members of the Marian Movement of
Priests and we are registered at the National Headquarters
in the United States located in St. Francis, ME. We follow
a Guide of required prayers, readings and meditations. Any
questions, please contact Carolyn Woodland at cwoodland1@gmail.com

Dine with Divine Mercy Care/Tepeyac
Family Center

Join us at Famous Dave’s in Falls Church on Thursday
June 14 from 11am until 10pm for some award winning
BBQ. You may dine in or carry out. In order for 10% of
the proceeds to benefit Divine Mercy Care’s principal
program, Tepeyac Family Center, LLC, please download
a flyer from www.divinemercycare.org .For a complete
menu, please visit www.famousdaves.com Famous
Dave's is located at 370 West Broad St, Falls Church,

Upcoming Vocation Events

Sunday, July 15 – Thursday, July 19: Fiat Days Camp
Registration is open for Fiat Days, our annual discernment camp, open to high school women (rising freshmen
– rising seniors) and held at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary.
Registration packets can be obtained at www.ArlingtonVocations.org, or go directly here. Please consider the
camp as you make your summer plans.
Sun. July 29 – Thu., August 2: Quo Vadis Days Camp
Registration is open for Fiat Days, our annual discernment camp open to high school men (rising freshmen
– rising seniors). Registration packets can be obtained at
www.ArlingtonVocations.org. Please consider the camp
as you make your summer plans.

Free Help for the Unemployed

Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catholic Charities ministry that assists people who are unemployed or
under-employed. CAN provides free resume reviews,
practice job interviews and networking opportunities.
Join us every Thursday evening, from 7-9pm at the St.
Martin De Porres Senior Center, 4650 Taney Avenue in
Alexandria.

Vehicles Needed for Workcamp

We need to borrow large vehicles - Vans,
SUVs, or pickup trucks - for Workcamp. We
need vehicles which seat 6 or more (6 or more
seatbelts) for the week of June 24-30. Please
call Jane Treado at 338-6381 or janedhs78@
aol.com if you are willing to lend a vehicle. We
can trade a smaller vehicle for the week if you
need it.

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis
Getting Ready for Summer Movies:
A Parent’s Primer
   “But, Mom, everyone else is seeing it!”
   I’m not sure what my kids have been expecting all these years when
they throw down this opening-night-at-the-movies gauntlet. Perhaps their
renegade mom will suddenly come to her senses? “Why sweetheart, what in
the world was I thinking? You know how much I’ve always wanted to be like
all the other parents. Of course, you can see the movie!”
   Yeah, right.
   One of the disadvantages of having a mom who’s raised two generations
of teenagers is that I’ve been studying movies and reading reviews for forty
years. Which means I know too much and care too much to let my kids see
just anything – whether everyone else in Loudoun County is piling into the
multiplex to see it or not.
   Don’t get me wrong. This isn’t a rant against Hollywood. I love movies
and always have – from the first time I plunked down my 50 cents at Falls
Church’s State Theater to see Rio Bravo to last month when I shelled out $12
per ticket at the Fox to see The Hunger Games.
   In the intervening years, though, more than the price of a ticket went
through the roof. Remember when movies like Ben Hur and Sound of Music
won Academy Awards? Now it’s Mystic River and The Departed. Times
changed and movies changed with them. Or is it the other way around?
   For anyone who buys the tired old argument that movies simply reflect
the culture, here’s some food for thought from Paul Harvey:
“Nobody could have persuaded a generation of Americans to produce a
baby boom. But Shirley Temple movies made every couple want to have one.
Military enlistments for our Air Force were lagging until almost overnight a
movie called Top Gun had recruits standing in line.”
   Think of Reese’s Pieces in E. T. – triggering an avalanche of product
placements for everything from soft drinks to delivery companies. If movies
don’t shape the choices we make, then why in the world are these business titans throwing millions of dollars away to imprint names on our entertainmentsaturated consciousnesses?
   So, yeah, I really do care what my kids see. And since Hollywood has
continued to push the envelope – and since the MPAA ratings just don’t cut it
with me (there are some noble R-rated movies out there, as well as some PG13s that are downright disgusting) – I have to do my homework.
   And so when I get the ol’ Everyone Else refrain, I drag my kids to the
computer, click on a trusted site for a review and start reading it aloud.
   If you struggle with the Everyone Else’s, you can try this too. It has a
way of wrapping up the movie debate pronto.
Here are my favorite sites:
Common Sense Media www.commonsensemedia.org (family-friendly
reviews and ratings for movies, TV shows, and books)
ScreenIt! www.screenit.com (morally neutral, very detailed reviews)
Plugged In www.pluggedinonline.com (a Christian site with lots of movie
savvy)

