
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
Pentecost Sunday             Sunday, May 27, 2012



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY
MAY 27, 2012

Pentecost
Sunday

+ deceased
Sat., May 26 Saint Philip Neri
   9:00 am + Jean Tylenda
Sat., May 26 Vigil: Pentecost Sunday
   5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia  
Sun., May 27   Pentecost Sunday
   7:00 am Fr. Gordon MacCrae 
   8:30 am Maggie and Josh Sweeney
 10:30 am + Michael Hayes
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm The Workman Family
Mon., May 28 Weekday 
        9:00 am Maggie and Josh Sweeney
Tue., May 29 Weekday
        6:30 am Maggie and Josh Sweeney
Wed., May 30 Weekday
   9:00 am + Grace Roehling
Thu., May 31 The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
   6:30 am + James Wolfe
Fri., June 1  Saint Justin, First Friday
   6:30 am + Mary Margaret Kruer
 12:00 noon + Stephen D’Elia
Sat., June 2  Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am +Susan McCoy
Sat., June 2  Vigil: The Most Holy Trinity 
   5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia  
Sun., June 3   The Most Holy Trinity
   7:00 am People of the Parish 
   8:30 am Special Intention
 10:30 am + Sally Finan
 12:30 pm + Capt. Michael Quin
   6:00 pm + Ashton Mahnke

This Week
Tue., May 29 Senior Luncheon - 12 noon
Wed., May 30 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  VBS Planning Mtg. - 7pm,  Conference Rm

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - May 21 $    11,335
YEAR TO DATE     $  633,454
2nd Collection   $      1,674
Electronic Offertory for April $    17,920

There are different kinds 
of spiritual gifts but the 

same Spirit.
— 1 Corinthians 12:4

LORD, SEND OUT YOUR SPIRIT
  In today’s responsorial psalm the Church sings out: “Lord, send 
out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” All three readings 
describe how God has answered that prayer already.
  In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles and in the 
Gospel passage from John, we read of astonishing events that called 
cowering disciples to step out of hiding and proclaim news that 
would condemn them and change the world forever! In the second 
reading Paul’s words reach out into the future to us: “we were all 
given to drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13).
  It is our task to truly pray today’s psalm response. Let us 
together beg the Holy Spirit to renew the earth by renewing the 
Church, sending many more men and women to serve in its various 
ministries.
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Monday:  1 Pt 1:3-9; Mk 10:17-27
Tuesday:  1 Pt 1:10-16; Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: 1 Pt 1:18-25; Mk 10:32-45
Thursday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16; Lk 1:39-56
Friday:  1 Pt 4:7-13; Mk 11:11-26
Saturday:  Jude 17, 20b-25; Mk 11:27-33
Sunday:  Dt 4:32-34, 39-40; Ps 33; Rom 8:14-17; 
  Mt 28:16-20

Parish Family in Need of Meals  
A young mom from our parish is severely ill and is in need of 
meals and prayers. If you are able to provide a meal or meals, 
please call the office to speak with our parish secretary at 338-
6381 or Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coor-
dinate the needs of the six family members. Meals are needed 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to provide a 
meal, your prayers will be greatly appreciated.

VIRTUS TRAINING SEMINAR 
Saturday, June 9 at 9:30am in the Parish Hall. All volunteers in the parish 
who have significant contact with children, i.e. Workcamp, Vacation 
Bible School, Religious Education must attend one Virtus session. If you 
not yet attended this seminar, now is the time! To register go to www.
virtus.org, click on ‘registration’, and follow the prompts. There are only 
50 spots available. Please sign up now.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

“Happy unofficial summer kickoff!”
 
  Memorial Day weekend is the unofficial kickoff for sum-
mer events for a lot of people.  Most schools are closing earlier 
this year and graduations are taking place left and right.  There 
are some in the parish who opened their pools and doing back-
yard barbecue already.  This is all great and wonderful and I, too, 
will soon be pulling out my comfy summer wear like the rest of 
you when I take my first vacation break of the year next month.  
Last year I went on a cruise ship to Alaska to cool off but this time 
I’m getting on a much smaller boat by trying out kayaking off the 
Florida Keys.  Now that I have recovered much of my strength 
after going through Lyme disease treatment I’m starting to have 
the confidence to get back to doing more fun sports activities 
again.
 
 Speaking of summer attire, I would just like to make my an-
nual reminder to please keep in mind that summer fun wear and 
summer church wear are not always in agreement.  Every year 
when the weather gets warm I get several parishioners express-
ing their disappointment about what some people wear to Mass.  
Many find it very offensive.  It is very important to keep in mind 
that it is inappropriate to wear overly revealing clothing for 
Sunday worship.  Quite frankly, it can be sinful when one causes 
another to be distracted from the worship of God by someone not 
properly distressed for church.  If you want to know whether God 
cares about how we dress up for church, I recommend reading the 
parable of the wedding feast on Matthew 22:1-14.  It will surprise 
many.

  And on this Memorial Day weekend let us remember to pray 
for the deceased heroes of our nation by praying for the deceased 
members of our military.  Offering our prayers and Masses are 
the best gifts we can give to the departed members of our armed 
forces as an offering of thanks for their great service.
 
 Have a great summer everyone!  And congratulations to every-
one who has graduated or will graduate this year.  God bless!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q.  If holy water evaporates and comes down as rain, is it still holy? 
–Nick
A.  Once water evaporates it does not come back down as a sacramen-
tal holy water.
 
Q.  Why does God allow cancer and other deadly diseases? –Meghan
A.  The world became imperfect when original sin entered the world 
through Adam and Eve’s sin.  The human body became weak in its 
nature and became susceptible to diseases, injury, aging and death.  
The good news is that Jesus promised a perfect resurrected body to 
everyone who makes it to heaven—definitely looking forward to that!
 
Q.  Is it possible for God to alter the future he already planned for 
you? –Anonymous
A.  Yes.  There are certain things that God will act based on how we 
respond to him.  In the Bible there are many examples of the Jews 
who were on their way to being destroyed by their enemies.  But when 
they turned to prayer and doing penance, God reversed the course and 
saved them.  Jonah was another famous example.  He tried to flee in 
the opposite direction where God wanted him to go but a large fish 
swallowed him and brought him to Nineveh.  Prior to his conversion, 
St. Paul was severely persecuting the Christians but God knocked him 
off his horse and forever changed the direction where he was going 
with his life—for the better.
 
Q.  What time was Jesus born?  What time was Jesus put in the 
tomb?  Why did the soldiers nail Jesus to the cross?  Why not use 
ropes? –Mary Grace Menuey, age 4-1/2, and Peter Menuey, age 3.
A.  We can only guess that Jesus was born either late at night or very 
early in the morning because the shepherds were keeping a night watch 
over their flocks when the angel appeared to tell them, “For today in 
the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and 
Lord” (Luke 2:11).  Jesus died around 3pm on Good Friday and was 
likely buried in the tomb late in the afternoon.  When Jesus was cruci-
fied, it seems from the Shroud of Turin (the cloth believed to be what 
wrapped the body of Jesus in the tomb) that the soldiers used both nails 
and ropes to hang him on the cross.
 
Q.  Pope Benedict XVI stated that music from the “organ carries 
out an evangelizing function, proclaims the Gospel in its own way.”  
Several other popes have commented positively on the majesty and 
reverence of the pipe organ.  Has there been any interest at our par-
ish in procuring a pipe organ?  --Anonymous
A.  Organ music truly has a unique effect in bringing some of the most 
inspiring sacred music in the history of the Catholic Church.  Some of 
the pipe organ’s “Greatest Hits” from centuries ago are still the great-
est hits today.  Once a student in Rome I was blessed to have heard a 
number of superb organ concerts through some of the most beautiful 
pipe organs ever constructed.  But don’t expect to see one at our parish 
anytime soon.  Our priority right now is to build our new parish center 
and religious education facility.  Until this important project is paid off 
we can’t feasibly even think of building a church pipe organ (unless 
someone is willing to donate one for free).  In the meantime, we are 
getting a lot of nice musical mileage out of our current small church 
organ from the choir loft for our 8:30am Sunday Mass.



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura, Cdr Bill Balding, USN
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis 
Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, 
David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian 
Welsh, Irene Taylor, Ruth Robinson, Joan 
Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Mi-
chael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke, 
Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, 
John Kelly

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

Retreat for Women
Treat yourself to a weekend at Dominican Retreat in Mclean, Va., June 8-10, to experience 
God's peace and presence.  Our theme this year is "In Quiet and in trust your strength 
lies."  (Isaiah 30:15). Retreat  director Fr. Joe Breighner of Baltimore, former host of the 
radio show, "Country Road," is a pastoral counselor and author as well as a popular director 
of retreats.  For reservations or information contact Jean Fenwick at 540-338-2884 or jbfen-
wick@aol.com or Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or see www.dominicanretreat.org.

New Tags on the Giving Tree!
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and 
return the item to the narthex or place the gift card in the 
container marked gift cards. Donations will be given 
to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local 
nursing homes and needy families within our parish and 
community, as well at the Veteran's Hospital in Martins-
burg. Thanks so much to all of you for your generous 
donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in 
need and the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social 
Justice Committee.  For more information, please contact 
Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or 
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do 
unto me” 

Senior  Luncheon
Join us for lunch and 
conversation at noon on 
Tuesday, May 29 at 12 noon 
in the Parish Hall. Who is a 
senior? Whoever wants to be 
-  no age minimum!

Jesus’ Family Summer Vacation
BIBLE HEROES: JUDGES 

July 9 - July 13 ~ 9am-12noon

$25/child or $35/family
for Grades rising K thru 5th

Registrations forms must be turned into RE 
office by Friday June 22 if you want a tee-shirt

Final registration date is Monday, July 2
Registration forms can be downloaded from our website at

www.saintfrancisparish.org and payments can be made 
on-line using Parish Giving

Clair Fred Olson, May 19,2012

Blood Drive Sunday is June 24, from 7am -12:30pm 
and we encourage you to donate. Join us with an Awesome Act of 
Kindness, your donation of the Gift of Life. Inova Blood Donor 
Services shows a significant shortage of blood products. The need 
is urgent and the value priceless.  The Sign-up list is posted in the 
narthex for all who attend Mass at St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel 
Brill at 540 338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling information.

Wine and Tea Tastings  June 3: A Fundraiser Benefiting Tepeyac Family Center
Join Divine Mercy Care and Tepeyac on Sunday, June 3, from 2:- 4:30 p.m. at The Wheat-
land Farm in Purcellville. The afternoon will feature a variety of teas, wine tastings and light 
fare. Men, women, singles, and couples are welcome to attend this Tepeyac fundraiser and 
enjoy the peace and beauty of Virginia's countryside. Proceeds benefit Tepeyac's programs 
such as providing medical care to uninsured and underserved mothers and for the purchas-
ing of a baby heart monitor or secondary ultrasound. Advance purchase is required, and 
ticket price is $85 per person ($40 tax deductible). Send payment to:  Divine Mercy Care, 
11096-A Lee Highway, Suite 101, Fairfax, VA  22030-5039. Alternatively, purchase your 
tickets online by going to www.divinemercycare.org



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH 
NEWSMelissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Confirmation Pictures are Here!
Please be sure to come by the parish office during office 
hours to pick up your 8x10 group portrait and 5x7 individ-
ual portrait of your son or daughter. We are asking a $10 
donation for these beautiful keepsakes.
We still have many portraits from past years that we 
have held on to. It’s not too late to get portraits from 
2010 and 2011.

Jesus’ Family Vacation VBS 
We still need adult and teen volunteers! Come and see 
how fun it is to volunteer with VBS! Free childcare is pro-
vided to volunteers.

Our next planning meeting is 
Wednesday, May 30, 7pm

We hope to see a lot of new volunteers! Anyone 
interested in helping with VBS this summer should 
contact Melissa or Janice in RE office 338-4497 or 

come to our next planning meeting

Registration for 2011-2012 will be emailed home by 
June 20 to all families currently enrolled in the Reli-
gious Education program. If you are new to the RE 
program, registration packets will be available in the 
Narthex at that time.

If your email address has changed, please let us know the new 
address by June 15. If you have not received your registration  
packet by June 20, it is because we do not have your correct 
information or it is going in your spam file.

The Religious Education Office will be closed on 
Fridays throughout the summer. 

Confirmation Summer Workbooks 
All rising eighth graders are to be completing a summer 
workbook based on their seventh grade text as part of 
their knowledge requirement. Workbooks are available to 
download online from the parish website www.stfrancis-
desalescatholicchurch.org/relEdConfirmation.asp or can 
be picked up from the Religious Education Info Center in 
the hallway outside of the office. 

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
All Teens are welcome.  Join us in the 
front left 3 rows of church as we 
celebrate the Teen Mass together.  
 
No Youth Group -  No Youth Group on May 27th due to 
Memorial Day Weekend.  We will see you the week after 
on June 3rd for our normal Youth Group.     
 
Senior Dinner - In the home of Chris and Jane Treado 
for all High School Seniors.  Keep an eye out for the 
date.  We will be posting it very soon.
 
Homeless Shelter - We go to the Homeless Shelter 
once a month on the second Tuesday of the month.  We 
make the food the day before on Monday.  The next 
time we will be making food to take to the Homeless 
Shelter on Monday, June 11th 4:30-6pm and taking the 
food to the shelter on June 12th, 4:45-7:30pm.  Please 
e-mail me and let me know if you would like to join us.  
 
Loudoun Valley Baccalaureate Service - All Loudoun 
Valley HS Seniors and their families are invited to the 
Baccalaureate service on June 3rd from 2-3pm. This is 
a spiritual, insiprational service. It will take place in the 
auditorium. Seniors are invited to wear their caps and 
gowns. Light refreshments will be served. This event is 
sponsored by the LVHS PTO. 
Woodgrove Baccalaureate Service - All Woodgrove Se-
niors and their families are invited to the Baccalaureate 
service on June 10th at the Purcellville Baptist Church, 
2-4pm.  
  
Adults Needed for Workcamp - Adults, 21 and older, 
interested in going to Workcamp, please contact Jane 
for more info.  If you have not done a background check 
with the diocese, you will need to do this.  It takes about 
4-6 weeks to process so you will need to do this ASAP.  
You can contact me or the office for the papers.  Also, 
you will have to take a Virtus Class.  If you've taken it 
before you do not need to repeat it.  If you have not, we 
are offering a class at the church on June 9th, 9am-
1pm.  If this is not a good date, there are other classes 
at different church's in the diocese.   You will need to 
sign up before the class to register.  
     
GOLF Tournament - Thanks to everyone for paritcipat-
ing in and helping to sponsor our charity golf tourna-
ment.  It was a great success!!! 



Upcoming Programs at Dominican Retreat
June 1, 9:30am-3pm - A Day of Centering Prayer for Women and Men - The Human 
Condition: True Self/False Self
June 1-3 - Friday 7:30pm - Sunday 3pm - Centering Prayer Weekend for Women and 
Men
For further info call Dominican Retreat at 703-346-4243 or check www.dominican-
retreat.org

National Homeschool Conference
The Eleventh Annual Immaculate Heart of Mary National 
Homeschool and Parent Conference will be held at the Fred-
ericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver 
Parkway, in Fredericksburg on Friday, June 22 (9am-9pm) 
and on Saturday, June 23 (9am-4:30pm). Speakers include 
Dr. Ray Guarendi, Prof. Joseph Pearce, Andrew Pudewa, and 
Virginia Seuffert. See www.ihmconference.org for full list of 
speakers and vendors!
This year’s conference features a Spiritual Retreat, a Begin-
ners Session, Teacher Training, Focus on Fatherhood, a Teen 
Program, a Catholic College Fair and many other topics! 
ADMISSION IS FREE and there’s plenty of free parking! For 
more information, please call 540-636-1946.

It's not too late to join the Class of 2016 
at Bishop O'Connell High School!  A prospective parent coffee will be held on Satur-
day, June 9 at 9am in the school library.  Learn about the global studies certificate pro-
gram, dual credit and enrollment programs with Marymount University, and our latest 
technology initiatives.  See a demo of how iPads are being used in our classrooms.  
Eighth graders can take the High School Placement Test the same morning.  For info, 
visit www.bishopoconnell.org/admissions or call us at 703-237-1433.

GEORGE MASON CAMPUS MINISTRY
GMU is having a summertime barbecue for all college stu-
dents and graduating high school seniors on Thursday, June 7 
at 6:30pm. St. Robert Bellarmine Chapel, 4515 Roberts Road, 
Fairfax. It’s a great way to meet college students from dif-
ferent schools! Our student center will also be hosting events 
on Thursday nights in June and July. Like us on Facebook: 
College Summers with GMU CCM. Fin out more at www.
gmuccm.org or email choran1@gmu.edu.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
on Sunday, June 3. The cost is a freewill 
offering and all proceeds go to help local 
charities. The Breakfast includes Pancakes, 
Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Orange Juice and 
Coffee. Breakfast is served after the 7am, 
8:30am and 10:30am masses. All are invited.

 

 

There will be a Rosary at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet at  3pm. 

Scriptural Rosary at the 7pm Holy Hour 
This devotion, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, is a time of silence spent before 
Jesus physically present before us in the Eucharist, placed in the monstrance and 
exposed upon the altar for all of us to visit and adore - a time to develop that deeper, 
more personal relationship with Jesus.   It is the very core of our Faith and a true gift 
for our soul and spiritual well-being.  Please consider taking an hour this Friday to 
spend time with Jesus, intimately, and begin a journey .

All parishioners are invited and encouraged to spend a Holy Hour in Adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament on the First Friday of every month. Join us this Friday.

We are in need of substitutes for most time slots. Please 
prayerfully consider and contact Mark Donofrio at (540) 338-8133 
or  sixdonofrios@comcast.net.  



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY
Summer is the perfect time to enrich your knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith. CDU seminars travel easily as every-
thing you need is online. All members of the Arlington 
diocese can experience CDU noncredit seminars for just 
$30.

The Way Catholics Use Scripture: Pope Benedict’s 
Verbum Domini
June 4 - 25 with Fr. Bevil Bramwell
Pope Benedict’s Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini 
is a ‘goldmine’ for Catholics who are looking to better 
use Sacred Scriptures. This seminar will work system-
atically through the exhortation that Pope Benedict has 
divided into three parts: The Word of God, The Word in 
the Church, and The Word in the World.

Catholic School: The Challenge, The Culture, The 
Charism
June 18 – July 9 with Sr. Mary Brendon Zajac
A must for anyone teaching in a Catholic school! Partici-
pants in this seminar will develop a better understanding 
of the unique culture of the Catholic school and under-
stand how to promote Catholic identity.

Apologetics: Evidence for the Existence of God
July 2 - 23 with Steve Hemler
Have you needed to answer the question ‘Does God 
Exist’ for yourself and others? This seminar will present 
compelling scientific evidence, philosophical reasons, 
and insights drawn from human nature itself regarding 
God’s existence.

Five part independent study on the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  Each section is available at $30 per 
course.

Learn more at www.cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.
html

There are a number of 
items collecting in our 
lost and found, including 
coats, gloves, umbrellas, 
blankies. Please visit the 
lost and found in the nar-

thex. We will be taking all items to a thrift shop if they 
are not collected in May. 

Sung Vesper for the Feast of the Visitation
7pm, Thursday May 31, Our Lady of Hope Catholic 
Church, Potomac Falls. Join the choir in chanting evening 
prayer and listen to choral and organ meditations.

Memorial Day: Pass It On
Memorial Day is not just about family get togethers, picnics and store clearances 
(ugh!), but about setting aside time to reflect on the price of freedom. It's really up 
to parents to infuse meaning into these holidays that can get lost in the three-day-
weekend mentality we've been sold. Family times and fun are wonderful, but let's 
carve out a little space to remind ourselves and teach our children what Memorial 
Day is all about.

Lord, help us remember. Help us be grateful.
Maybe your children would like to memorize a special poem to recite for the fam-
ily tomorrow:

WHAT HEROES GAVE        by Roger J. Robicheau
Each donned their uniform to be Defenders of our liberty
Their mission sure, their spirits bright Guard freedom's home, be brave to fight
One final day each faced their call Each gave their best enduring all
We'll never know what they went through But know they loved this country true
Deep down inside we should all feel What heroes gave, their cost so real
We must stay thankful, grateful of The gift of freedom through their love
Their loved ones bore the gravest pain What we can't know, some now sustain
To God I pray their pain will cease And each will find long-lasting peace
Remember this from year to year What heroes gave - shan't disappear
We'll never let their special day Their time for honor slip away
These brave fought for a nation free If not for them, where would we be?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I found this poem from a wonderful website:  http://iwvpa.net/index.php

More Resources:
Memorial Day children’s song - “Thank You Soldiers”: http://youtu.
be/5pfBUUZNbFM
History Channel Memorial Day roundup: www.history.com/topics/memorial-day-
history
“In Flanders Fields” – classic poem set to music:  http://youtu.be/3WCd3lQY0o8
Memorial Day activities for kids: www.apples4theteacher.com/holidays/
memorial-day/
Programs supporting America’s troops, veterans and their families:  vfwlady.
com

Programs:
May 27, 8pm, Wolf Trap National Park:  U.S. Marine Band free performance, 
followed by fireworks Gates open at 6:30 – arrive early because gates will 
close when capacity is reached. 
Or if you want to stay home, enjoy PBS’s Memorial Day concert live from the 
Capitol at 8pm:  www.pbs.org/memorialdayconcert/
May 28, 2pm:  National Memorial Day Parade – Washington DC: 
www.nationalmemorialdayparade.com/
More events: http://dc.about.com/od/hoildaysseasonalevents/a/MemorialDay.
htm

The International War Veterans Poetry Archives (IWVPA) website is a living and 
growing memorial, dedicated to all warriors who paid the supreme sacrifice for their 
Country during all occasions where, whilst wearing the uniform of their country, they 
were placed in harm’s way.
To those warriors who have passed on since, and to those who gave their youth, their 
health, and their peace of mind in the fight for freedom, particularly the freedom of 
speech, these Eternal writings are also for you.
“We sleep safe in our beds because rough men stand ready in the night
to visit violence on those who would do us harm” ~ Orwell


