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Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
ASCENSION OF THE LORD             Sunday, May 20, 2012



Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2012
Ascension of the Lord + deceased

Sat., May 19 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Helen and Frank Slivinski
Sat., May 19 Vigil: Ascension of the Lord
   5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia   
Sun., May 20   Ascension of the Lord
   7:00 am + For the Deceased members of the D’Elia,
   Curran, Butts and Sommer Families 
   8:30 am + Nickolas and Marjorie Kozar
 10:30 am The Fisher Family
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Ashton Mahnke
Mon., May 21 Easter Weekday
        9:00 am Graciela Sanchez Curiel 
Tue., May 22 Easter Weekday
        6:30 am + Gerald Harp
Wed., May 23 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am Rev. Ronald S. Escalante
Thu., May 24  Easter Weekday
   6:30 am C. Don Van Houweling
Fri., May 25 Easter Weekday
   6:30 am + John Bikowski
 12:00 noon + Joseph R. Pope
Sat., May 26 Saint Philip Neri
   9:00 am + Jean Tylenda
Sat., May 26 Vigil: Pentecost Sunday
   5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia  
Sun., May 27   Pentecost Sunday
   7:00 am Special Intention 
   8:30 am Maggie and Josh Sweeney
 10:30 am + Michael Hayes
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm The Workman Family

This Week
Tue., May 22 Mary Seminar, 10am-noon
Wed., May 23 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., May 24 Mary Seminar, 7-9pm

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - May 14 $    12,143  
YEAR TO DATE     $  622,119
2nd Collection   $      1,932
Electronic Offertory for April $    17,920

If God so loved us, we also must 
love one another.
— 1 John 4:11

Monday:  Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33
Tuesday:  Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19
Thursday:  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19
Saturday:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20-25
Sunday:  Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or
  Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104; 
  Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
  Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
  12-13 or Gal 5:16-25; Jn 20:19-23 or 
  Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15

What Every Catholic Needs 
to Know About Mary, 
A DVD Seminar
As Mary's month is upon us, consider attend-
ing a one session seminar that helps unlock 
the "Gospel Truth" about Mary.  In the 
seminar, you'll discover:
• Why Mary is called the "New Eve"
• How Mary remained a virgin before and 
after the birth of Christ
• How Mary is revealed as the "Ark of the 
Covenant"
• Why Catholics pray to Mary
• Why the Rosary is a biblical prayer...and much more.
The seminar lasts for two hours, the first hour consists of DVD segments 
featuring Scott Hahn, Tim Staples, Brant Pitre, Michael Barber Jesse 
Romero and Matthew Arnold.  In the second hour we will discuss topics 
presented by the speakers in the DVD, facilitated by Bev and Bernie Elero.  
Bring your Bibles, we hope to see you at one of the two seminars.  The 
two alternate sessions are: Tuesday May 22 10am - Noon and Thursday 
May 24, 7-9pm.  Please RSVP to Bernie and Bev at belero@aol.com or 
call 540-882-9707 with your session choice. Holy Mary Pray for us. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASCENSION
  The theological unity, or perhaps even the temporal experience of the 
early community, made it seem that Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension 
were inseparable aspects of a single mystery. Only in the later writings 
of Luke and John has further theological reflection helped the Christian 
community to distinguish different dimensions of the mystery. Liturgical 
tradition has followed the forty-day chronology formulated by Luke. We 
would miss the point, however, if we were to demand a precise historical 
chronology of events such as the Resurrection-Ascension that are primar-
ily spiritual in nature and that clearly surpass the bounds of time and space 
as we know them.
  What is important for us to grasp is the significance of the Ascen-
sion. For Luke, it is the decisive turning point that marks the end of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry and the beginning of the disciples’ Spirit-led ministry and 
thus the ministry of the whole church down to our own day.
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   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

Congratulations to the 
First Communicants!

 
  Last week we had 110 of our young parishioners 
receive the sacrament of the Eucharist for the very first time.  
It was such a beautiful spiritual experience for them and 
every year I look forward to seeing the children receive Our 
Blessed Lord Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  We were also 
blessed with a beautiful sunny day to celebrate this most 
special occasion.  I want thank all the catechists who helped 
our religious education department teach and prepare these 
precious children of God for their most important spiritual 
experience with God.
 
  Speaking of sacraments, this week your priests 
reached another milestone in their priesthood ordination 
anniversary.  Father Tewes was ordained on May 18, 1996 
(16th anniversary) and mine was on May 20, 1995 (17th 
anniversary).  Please keep all the priests in your prayers 
everyday for the success of our apostolic ministry.  And re-
member to also pray for the future priests in our church:  the 
seminarians and those contemplating entering the seminary.
 
  Have a blessed week!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,     
Father Escalante

Q.  Hello, I’m (name withheld), could you help me get rid of my 
warts?  They are bugging me! –Anonymous
A.  I’ll pray that your warts go away.  As an amateur magician I can 
only make things “disappear” temporarily.  But your doctor might be 
very good at getting rid of them.
 
Q.  Everyday at school I pray at the moment of silence and continue 
through the pledge and half the announcements.  Last Mass you said 
not to boast about our religion and to go to our room with the door 
shut and pray.  Is what I am doing a sin? –Anonymous
A.  I don’t recall saying those exact words at Mass but praying in 
school during the moment of silence is perfectly fine and I highly rec-
ommend it.  You are definitely not sinning for saying your prayers and 
for not being ashamed of your faith.  Keep it up!
 
Q.  Why is a priest called a “priest”? –Tabitha
A.  The Catholic Church teaches that a priest is someone who is a me-
diator between God and the people and offers prayers and sacrifices for 
them.  The word priest comes from the Greek word Presbyter which 
translates as “elder”.  In the New Testament the word presbyter refers 
specifically to priests who were the true successors of the apostle as 
ministerial priests who offered the Mass and administered the sacra-
ments.  The Mass we celebrate at church is a true sacrifice of the Mass 
that is offered to God by the priest.
 
Q.  Sure God said to rest on the Sabbath day, how come priests don’t 
get the day off? –Anonymous
A.  Because Jesus, our High Priest, did not take off during the Sabbath 
either.  Much to the demise of the Chief Priests, Pharisees and Sad-
ducees, Jesus actively worked at the Temple and synagogues during the 
Sabbath because he was doing the work of his Heavenly Father.  Scrip-
ture tells us that Jesus cured the sick and forgave sins on the Sabbath.  
The work of priests on Sundays is to make it possible for the people to 
observe the 3rd commandment, “Remember to keep the Lord’s Day 
(Sabbath) holy”, by offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Priests 
choose a day of rest on another day of the week.
 
Q.  There are many versions of the Bible.  Which one would you rec-
ommend for Catholics?  In addition, are there any textbooks or study 
guides you would recommend for home study? –Anonymous
A.  There are 4 I would recommend in the English language:  1) The 
New American Bible, if you’d like to use the same version used at our 
current Mass and very easy to read as it uses our current American 
language; 2) The Ignatius Bible, if you’d like the one used for the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church –this is an excellent accurate translation; 
3) The Douay-Rheims, if you prefer to use a more traditional and some-
what archaic version; in comparison, this would be like the Catholic 
version of the classic Protestant King James Version style of English.  
4) As far as Bible and good commentaries combined, I highly recom-
mend the Navarre Bible.  I have used this for years and have gotten 
great insights from various commentators including the Church fathers 
in the footnotes.  If you are looking for a serious home Bible study, I 
can’t think of anything better than Jeff Cavins’ “The Great Adventure 
Bible Timeline.” 

Altar Server Training Sessions
Two sessions with Father Escalante and Father Tewes 
will be offered on Sundays May 20 and 27 from 
2-4:30pm. This is for NEW servers. It is optional for 
returning servers but they are welcome to attend. New 
servers are to attend both sessions. If any young men, 4th 
graders and up, are interested, please contact the church 
office and leave their name and phone number.       



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura, Cdr Bill Balding, USN
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis 
Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, 
David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian 
Welsh, Irene Taylor, Ruth Robinson, Joan 
Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Mi-
chael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke, 
Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, 
John Kelly

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ... 2012 WORKCAMP FUNDRAISER

9th Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thursday, May 24 at 1pm
at Stoneleigh Golf Course

To sponsor a hole or to play in the 
tournament, please contact Jane 
Treado at janedhs78@aol.com 
Bestball - great prizes 
lunch and dinner

VIRTUS TRAINING SEMINAR 
Saturday, June 9 at 9:30am in the Parish Hall. All volunteers in the parish who have signifi-
cant contact with children, i.e. Workcamp, Vacation Bible School, Religious Education must 
attend one Virtus session. If you not yet attended this seminar, now is the time! To register 
go to www.virtus.org, click on ‘registration’, and follow the prompts. There are only 50 
spots available. Please sign up now.

Parish Family in Need of Meals  
A young mom from our parish is severely ill and is in need of meals and prayers. If you are 
able to provide a meal or meals, please call the office to speak with our parish secretary at 
338-6381 or Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the needs of the 
six family members. Meals are needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to 
provide a meal, your prayers will be greatly appreciated.

Calling all 6th, 7th & 
8th Graders!
Join us for our next middle school 
event, Field Day Extravaganza – a 
combination of fun activities includ-
ing kickball, four-square, whiffle ball, 
basketball and many more activities.  

In case of inclement weather, we’ll move to the hall for indoor games.  We’ll be having 
this activity TODAY at 3:30 – 5:30pm at Saint Francis.  6pm Mass for those who want 
to sit together: MAC-PAC. (Middle-schoolers And Christ – Pray. Act. Care.)  We’ll have 
lots of snacks and time for catching up with your friends.  Interested? Send Bill and Beth 
Ann McRoberts an e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or call us at 668-7214.  RSVP 
is not mandatory, but will help us with planning.  Hope to see you! 

Finn Reilly McDonald
 son of Ryan and Meghan McDonald

Payton Dee-Anne McQuillan
 daughter of Sean and Kendra McQuillan

Hans Seeger - May 9, 2012

Baptisms in
   May

Retreat for Women
Treat yourself to a weekend at Dominican Retreat in Mclean, Va., June 8-10, to experience 
God's peace and presence.  Our theme this year is "In Quiet and in trust your strength 
lies."  (Isaiah 30:15). Retreat  director Fr. Joe Breighner of Baltimore, former host of the 
radio show, "Country Road," is a pastoral counselor and author as well as a popular director 
of retreats.  For reservations or information contact Jean Fenwick at 540-338-2884 or jbfen-
wick@aol.com or Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or see www.dominicanretreat.org.

New Tags on the Giving Tree!
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and 
return the item to the narthex or place the gift card in the 
container marked gift cards. Donations will be given 
to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused 
Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local 
nursing homes and needy families within our parish and 
community, as well at the Veteran's Hospital in Martins-
burg. Thanks so much to all of you for your generous 
donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in 
need and the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social 
Justice Committee.  For more information, please contact 
Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or 
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do 
unto me” 



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH 
NEWSMelissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Confirmation Pictures are Here!
Please be sure to come by the parish office during office 
hours to pick up your 8x10 group portrait and 5x7 individ-
ual portrait of your son or daughter. We are asking a $10 
donation for these beautiful keepsakes.
We still have many portraits from past years that we 
have held on to. It’s not too late to get portraits from 
2010 and 2011.

RECEPTIONS
The families of the 1st graders and 7th graders hosted 
the receptions for 1st Communion and Communion. 
We would like to thank everyone for their donations that 
enabled us to feed many families and loved ones of the 
1st Communicants and Confirmandi with all kinds of 
good treats. And we’d like to especially thank those who 
worked the kitchen for these receptions. This is a tradition 
that will allow these families a nice reception next year in 
return for their generosity this year.

We have many, many platters, plates, bowls, etc. in the 
kitchen that will be in the Narthex for the next couple of 
weeks for pickup. Thank you.

Jesus’ Family Vacation VBS 
The theme for this year’s VBS is “Bible Heroes: Judges”.  
Campers will take a journey with heroes of the Old Testa-
ment and learn about our Catholic Family Story and their 
place in it.  VBS will take place July 9-13. We need adult 
and teen volunteers! Come and see how fun it is to volun-
teer with VBS! Free childcare is provided to volunteers.

Registration has begun for children in 
Kindergarten through Grade Five

$25 per child / $35 per family

Our next planning meeting is 
Wednesday, May 30, 7pm

We hope to see a lot of new volunteers! Anyone 
interested in helping with VBS this summer should 
contact Melissa or Janice in RE office 338-4497 or 

come to our next planning meeting

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  All 
Teens are welcome.  Join us in the front 
left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the 
Teen Mass together.  
 
No Youth Group -  We have a Workcamp Meeting this Sunday.  If 
you are not going to Workcamp, you are still invited to join us for 
this meeting.  No Youth Group on May 27th due to Memorial Day 
Weekend.  We will see you the week after on June 3rd for our 
normal Youth Group.    
 
Spring Retreat - Thanks to Mark Darnell and the Teen Board 
for all their had work in preparing for and making this retreat so 
successful.  Thanks also to Fr. Tewes for joining us and hearing 
confessions and doing an Awesome Home Mass (despite the sing-
ing!)  Keep an eye out for out next retreat in November, 2012.   
 
Homeless Shelter - We go to the Homeless Shelter once a month 
on the second Tuesday of the month.  We make the food the day 
before on Monday.  The next time we will be making food to take 
to the Homeless Shelter on Monday, Ju,ne 11th 4:30-6pm and 
taking the food to the shelter on June 12th, 4:45-7:30pm.  Please 
e-mail me and let me know if you would like to join us.  
 
Loudoun Valley Baccalaureate Service - All Loudoun Valley 
HS Seniors and their families are invited to the Baccalaureate 
service on June 3rd from 2-3pm. This is a spiritual, insiprational 
service. It will take place in the auditorium. Seniors are invited 
to wear their caps and gowns. Light refreshments will be served. 
This event is sponsored by the LVHS PTO. 
Woodgrove Baccalaureate Service - All Woodgrove Seniors and 
their families are invited to the Baccalaureate service on June 
10th at the Purcellville Baptist Church, 2-4pm.  
 
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting is this 
Sunday, May 20th,  7-9pm.  Please make every effort to be there.  
If you have not paid your $150 non refundable deposit, it is due 
now.  Also, your registration papers are due now, all signed.  We 
have to send them to Colorado this week so you need to get them 
in. Contact me if you don't have paperwork.
 
Adults Needed for Workcamp - Adults, 21 and older, interested 
in going to Workcamp, please contact Jane for more info.  If 
you have not done a background check with the diocese, you will 
need to do this.  It takes about 4-6 weeks to process so you will 
need to do this ASAP.  You can contact me or the office for the 
papers.  Also, you will have to take a Virtus Class.  If you've taken 
it before you do not need to repeat it.  If you have not, we are of-
fering a class at the church on June 9th, 9am-1pm.  If this is not 
a good date, there are other classes at different church's in the 
diocese.   You will need to sign up before the class to register.  

GOLF Tournament - This awesome Charity Golf Tournament 
benefiting Workcamp will be held at Stoneleigh Golf Course on 
Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We are looking for players and spon-
sors.  For more info contact Jane.



Adults Needed for 
Workcamp
June  24-30, Ocean View, 
Delaware. 
Adults, 21 and older, 
interested in going to 
Workcamp, please contact 
Jane at janedhs78@aol.com 
for more info.

An Afternoon in the Loudoun Valley:
Everyone is welcome to join Divine Mercy Care and 
Tepeyac Family Center for a fundraiser on Sunday, June 3 
from 2-4pm.at the Wheatland Farm/Faith and Family Foun-
dation in Purcellville,.  Proceeds benefit Tepeyac’s programs 
providing medical care to uninsured and underserved moth-
ers and for purchasing a baby heart monitor or a secondary 
ultrasound.  Ticket price is $85.00 ($40.00 tax deductible).  
For more information, contact DMC 703-934-5552 or info@
divinemercycare.org

Sung Vesper for the Feast of the Visitation
7pm, Thursday May 31, Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church, Potomac Falls. Join the 
choir in chanting evening prayer and listen to choral and organ meditations.

GEORGE MASON CAMPUS MINISTRY
GMU is having a summertime barbecue for all college students and graduat-
ing high school seniors on Thursday, June 7 at 6:30pm. St. Robert Bellarmine 
Chapel, 4515 Roberts Road, Fairfax. It’s a great way to meet college students 
from different schools! Our student center will also be hosting events on Thurs-
day nights in June and July. Like us on Facebook: College Summers with GMU 
CCM. Fin out more at www.gmuccm.org or email choran1@gmu.edu.

Two nights featuring 

ValLimar Jansen
Sunday, May 20 at 7pm
Monday, May 21 at 6pm

with reception following on Monday
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church

Contact Harvesta Williams at 703-340-0811, ext 114
motherharv@yahoo.com

Keep the Torch Burning

We are updating our data base so that we can communicate more efficiently 
and effectively to our parishioners.

If you are a parishioner who has not yet registered or who has a new address, new phone number or new email 
address, please fill out this form and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the parish office at 
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA 20132.

Name __________________________________________________           New Parishioner______
Address _________________________________________________        New Address      ______
City ________________________Zip _______Phone ____________         New Phone #      ______
E-mail___________________________________________  

I would like to receive envelopes ______Please discontinue my envelopes__________
I would like to contribute via electronic Parish Giving ______
________ I’d like to pledge to the Building Fund, please send me information.
________ I’m moving out of the Parish (date)__________, please remove my name.
________ I would like to learn more about becoming a Catholic.

Thank you.  We greatly appreciate your assistance.



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

CATHOLIC DISTANCE UNIVERSITY
Summer is the perfect time to enrich your knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith. CDU seminars travel easily as every-
thing you need is online. All members of the Arlington 
diocese can experience CDU noncredit seminars for just 
$30.

The Way Catholics Use Scripture: Pope Benedict’s 
Verbum Domini
June 4 - 25 with Fr. Bevil Bramwell
Pope Benedict’s Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini 
is a ‘goldmine’ for Catholics who are looking to better 
use Sacred Scriptures. This seminar will work system-
atically through the exhortation that Pope Benedict has 
divided into three parts: The Word of God, The Word in 
the Church, and The Word in the World.

Catholic School: The Challenge, The Culture, The 
Charism
June 18 – July 9 with Sr. Mary Brendon Zajac
A must for anyone teaching in a Catholic school! Partici-
pants in this seminar will develop a better understanding 
of the unique culture of the Catholic school and under-
stand how to promote Catholic identity.

Apologetics: Evidence for the Existence of God
July 2 - 23 with Steve Hemler
Have you needed to answer the question ‘Does God 
Exist’ for yourself and others? This seminar will present 
compelling scientific evidence, philosophical reasons, 
and insights drawn from human nature itself regarding 
God’s existence.

Five part independent study on the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.  Each section is available at $30 per 
course.

Learn more at www.cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.
html

There are a number of 
items collecting in our 
lost and found, including 
coats, gloves, umbrellas, 
blankies. Please visit the 
lost and found in the nar-

thex. We will be taking all items to a thrift shop if they 
are not collected in May. Also found is a black boy’s 
wallet with cash and gift cards. Please call the office if 
this may belong to your son. Thank you.

The Wild Things and Us
 On hearing of the death of Maurice Sendak May 8, I pulled out his 1964 
children’s classic Where the Wild Things Are for yet another read – and surely not 
the last. For over 40 years – through 12 children and 13 grandchildren, through 
cultural, political and religious 180s – I’ve remained a loyal fan. 

 Perhaps this generation cannot appreciate how radical a departure Sendak’s 
approach to children’s literature was.  Let me just say that in 1970 as a wild and 
crazy tattooed hippie reading the story of Max and his wild night to my firstborn 
Samantha Sunshine, I felt affirmed and delighted.  This was a far cry from Dick and 
Jane books of my childhood.  And if I wanted to be anything, I wanted to be as far a 
cry as I could from tidy tradition.

 And obviously so did many more.  Perhaps this is why a decade ago in his 
Breakpoint column Chuck Colson blasted Sendak's Where the Wild Things Are as 
emblematic of the "unfettered rebellion" which eventually gave rise to the counter-
culture. 

 By that time, I was a different person – though ironically still a member of the 
counterculture since I was living in the Bay Area as a Christian conservative home-
schooling megamom.  And yet, though I’d jettisoned most of the reminders of my 
hippie past, Where the Wild Things Are was still a favorite read chez Curtis.
Because by then I understood what Where the Wild Things Are was really all 
about:
• Max misbehaves at dinner and is sent to his room. (Max has parents who care 
enough to punish him when necessary.)
• Max sails away to an island full of Wild Things. (Max cranks up his tantrum 
- a "wild rumpus" with the Wild Things.)
• Max, "King of All the Wild Things," finally commands them to stop. (He real-
izes he can take control of his emotions.)
• Though the Wild Things beg him to stay, Max sails home again. (He makes the 
right decision.)
• In his room, he finds his warm dinner still waiting. (His parents haven't 
stopped loving him.)

 According to C. S. Lewis, "A book worth reading only in childhood is not worth 
reading even then" – a standard which might well eliminate 2/3 the children’s 
books in public libraries. I can’t help but smile when I think of my 57-year-old hus-
band Tripp sharing with great gusto the several pages with no text – where the Wild 
Things are dancing around, well, wildly – with Native American-type chanting Ay-
yuh-yuh-yuh, Ay-yuh-yuh-yuh for several minutes before Max tells them to Stop!
As I ponder these things this morning – Maurice Sendak’s death, the contribution 
his book has made to the life of our family, and the full circle I’ve come as a mother 
– it occurs to me that my own life has followed the story arc of Max: running from 
rules, the wild rumpus, awakening, commitment, discovering the meaning of 
unconditional love.

 “From their earliest years children live on familiar terms with disrupting emo-
tions – fear and anxiety are an intrinsic part of their everyday lives, they continually 
cope with frustrations as best they can,” Sendak said in 1964 upon receiving the 
Caldcott Medal. “And it is through fantasy that children achieve catharsis. It is the 
best means they have for taming wild things.”

 I think Sendak understood children.  But I wonder if he knew that some of us 
would take longer to grow up than others.  


