
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER             Sunday, May 13, 2012

 Mother’s Day



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, MAY 13, 2012

+ deceased
Sat., May 12 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Marcella Lippert
Sat., May 12 Vigil: Sixth Sunday of Easter
   5:00 pm + Deceased members of the D’Elia, Curran,
   Butts and Sommer families
Sun., May 13   Sixth Sunday of Easter
   7:00 am Souls in Purgatory
   8:30 am + Marie Rose O’Leary
 10:30 am People of the Parish
 12:30 pm + Caroline Fazio
   6:00 pm + Marilyn A. Dueppen
Mon., May 14 Saint Mathias
        9:00 am + Stephen D’Elia and Butts Families 
Tue., May 15 Easter Weekday
        6:30 am + Richard Marks
Wed., May 16 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Gerald Harp
Thu., May 17  Easter Weekday
   6:30 am + Diane Harmatuck
Fri., May 18 Easter Weekday
   6:30 am Rev. John E. Tewes
 12:00 noon + Kathleen Lynch
Sat., May 19 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Helen and Frank Slivinski
Sat., May 19 Vigil: Ascension of the Lord
   5:00 pm + Stephen D’Elia   
Sun., May 20   Ascension of the Lord
   7:00 am + For the Deceased members of the D’Elia,
   Curran, Butts and Sommer Families 
   8:30 am + Nickolas and Marjorie Kozar
 10:30 am The Fisher Family
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Ashton MahnkeThis Week

Wed., May 16 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  Soulstitch - 9:30am, parish hall
Fri., May 18 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12noon Mass

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - May 6  $    11,724
YEAR TO DATE     $  609,976
2nd Collection   $      7,322
Electronic Offertory for April $    17,920

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Please Note!!!
Our old website www.stfrancisdesalescatholic-
church.org is no longer in service.
Our new website www.saintfrancisparish.org was 
launched in February. 
If you google ‘St. Francis de Sales, Purcellville’, you 
will be directed to our discontinued site.
Please add  www.saintfrancisparish.org to your 
favorites to keep up on the latest events and for 
pertinent parish information.

www.saintfrancisparish.org

Visit our new 
website today!!

It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you
and appointed you to go and bear fruit.

— John 15:16

Monday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Jn 15:9-17
Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34; Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Jn 16:12-15
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8; Jn 16:16-20
Friday:  Acts 18:9-18; Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28; Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday:  Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47; Eph 1:17-23 or 
  Eph 4:1-13 [1-7, 11-13]; Mk 16:15-20

What Every Catholic Needs 
to Know About Mary, 
A DVD Seminar.
As Mary's month is upon us, consider attend-
ing a one session seminar that helps unlock 
the "Gospel Truth" about Mary.  In the 
seminar, you'll discover:
• Why Mary is called the "New Eve"
• How Mary remained a virgin before and 
after the birth of Christ
• How Mary is revealed as the "Ark of the 
Covenant"
• Why Catholics pray to Mary
• Why the Rosary is a biblical prayer...and much more.
The seminar lasts for two hours, the first hour consists of DVD segments 
featuring Scott Hahn, Tim Staples, Brant Pitre, Michael Barber Jesse 
Romero and Matthew Arnold.  In the second hour we will discuss topics 
presented by the speakers in the DVD, facilitated by Bev and Bernie Elero.  
Bring your Bibles, we hope to see you at one of the two seminars.  The 
two alternate sessions are: Tuesday May 22 10am - Noon and Thursday 
May 24, 7-9pm.  Please RSVP to Bernie and Bev at belero@aol.com or 
call 540-882-9707 with your session choice. Holy Mary Pray for us. 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  Any idea why God may have given us the infamous “stink-
bug”?  I can’t even seem to drink a cup of coffee in the morning 
without one flying by! –Anonymous
A.  Stink bugs are like other insects such as mosquitoes.  What may 
be annoying for us could be food for other animals.  Some stinkbug 
species actually get rid of other crop-harmful pests such as the 
Mexican and Japanese beetles.  In the country of Laos the people 
there eat stinkbugs as a delicacy!
 
Q.  Is shooting someone with a Nerf gun bad? –Anonymous
A.  Not if you are just doing it for fun...and the person getting shot 
doesn't mind!
 
Q.  If someone hurt someone’s feelings, should they give them a 
gift because they are sorry? –Faith Gallegos
A.  It is not necessary but that would be a nice gesture if you give a 
gift to the person whose feeling was hurt.
 
Q.  What are the major doctrinal differences between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church?  Are there ongoing 
efforts to unify the two churches? –Anonymous
A.  The doctrines of the Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Church 
are almost essentially the same.  The Orthodox Church, not the 
Episcopal Church as some mistakenly believe, is the closest to the 
Catholic Church and we recognize the validity of their 7 sacra-
ments.  With 300 million some members in the various Orthodox 
Churches it makes them the 2nd largest Christian denomination in 
the world after the Roman Catholics (1 billion).  The Russian Or-
thodox is the largest of the branches with about 150 million mem-
bers.  The biggest difference is that the Orthodox Church recogniz-
es their Metropolitan Archbishop (also known as Patriarch) as their 
supreme faith leader as opposed to the Roman Catholics recogniz-
ing the pope as the supreme faith leader for all the Catholics in the 
world.  There are several Orthodox Churches from different regions 
in the world and there are also several patriarchs.  They see equality 
among the patriarchs in rank and tend to look at the pope as a single 
patriarch for the western church only and has no authority over the 
others.  In a nutshell, it was mainly a political separation between 
the West (Rome) and the East (Constantinople – now Istanbul) that 
created the Orthodox Church way back in 1054 A.D.  A terrible 
sacking of Constantinople in 1204 by the notorious 4th Crusade, 
which was severely condemned by Pope Innocent III at the time, 
caused the most serious damage between the two churches.  The 
final break with Rome was considered to have happened in 1450 
A.D.  Blessed John Paul II formally apologized for the 1204 inci-
dent and there have been many recent attempts to reconcile.  Our 
current pope, Benedict XVI, is well liked by many of the Orthodox 
leaders because while he was cardinal he had done a lot of work 
to try and reconcile the two churches.  Let us continue to pray that 
the union between the churches happen in our lifetime.  [It is very 
possible that’s what Our Lady of Fatima in 1917 meant when she 
said to the 3 children that world peace would happen if we pray for 
the conversion of Russia—that is, the Russian Orthodox Church 
reuniting with the pope.  What else could Our Lady mean by the 
“conversion of Russia”?]

"About Mother's Day"
 
 It’s Mother’s Day!
 
 The modern day of celebrating Mother’s Day in the U.S. is attrib-
uted to Anna Jarvis in 1907 when she planned holding a memorial 
for her mother in Grafton, West Virginia.  In 1914 her campaign to 
make this a national holiday was recognized by President Woodrow 
Wilson.  Not long after many other nations adopted the practice of 
setting a day of the year for Mother’s Day.
 
 In the U.S. Mother’s Day was set for the 2nd Sunday of May and 
most countries have done the same.  An Egyptian journalist in 1943 
introduced the concept in his country to celebrate it on March 21 and 
a majority of Arab countries have since followed the tradition.  Russia 
celebrates theirs on the last Sunday of November.  Ireland and Great 
Britain celebrate theirs on the 4th Sunday of Lent perhaps due to a 
tradition dating back to the 16th century when it was the custom for 
everyone to visit their mother church on Laetare Sunday (4th Sunday 
of Lent) and thus were also reunited with their birth mothers.  And did 
you know that after Christmas and Easter the largest church atten-
dance occurs on Mother’s Day?
 
 When we honor our mother this Sunday let us also remember to 
honor our common mother in heaven, Our Blessed Mother.  She truly 
watches over all of us alongside her beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  A portion of our prayers should be offered in her honor today.  
Our annual Coronation of Mary celebration at our Mary Garden will 
be held this Sunday afther 10:30am Mass. And as a tribute to our 
moms we should pray that Our Lady would always bless them and 
provide for all the help they need.  By the way, should you decide to 
give a carnation to your mother, make sure it is the right kind accord-
ing to tradition.  Colored carnations are given to living mothers while 
the white carnations are for the memorial of deceased mothers.  You 
could always give both colors:  the colored one for your living mom 
and the white in memory of her deceased mom (or grandmom).
 
 One sad note, Anna Jarvis lamented the holiday that she introduced 
because she felt strongly that it had lost its true meaning to truly honor-
ing one’s mother due to over commercialization.  From the 1920’s to 
her death in 1948 she spent practically all of her inheritance to making 
known her opposition to what has become of the holiday.  Jarvis even 
criticized the selling of Mother’s Day cards because she felt that people 
have gotten lazy about writing a personal letter.  Folks, keep this in 
mind that while sending a greeting card is likely perfectly all right these 
days, make sure you don’t make a mistake of just sending your mom a 
simple email or text greeting—not cool, just not cool!  A personal call 
or visit would be better.  Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers!!!
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PFC Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura, Cdr Bill Balding, USN
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis 
Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, 
David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, Marian 
Welsh, Irene Taylor, Ruth Robinson, Joan 
Canan, James Sullivan, Grant Cain, Capt. Mi-
chael Quin, Angelina Orndorff, Ashton Mahnke, 
Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, Gerald Harp, Richard 
Marks, Arline Beckstead, Tatiana Sacoto, 
Michael Mallen, Mildred Kirkland, Gail Kelley, 
John Kelly

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

2012 WORKCAMP FUNDRAISER

9th Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thursday, May 24 at 1pm
at Stoneleigh Golf Course

To sponsor a hole or to play in the 
tournament, please contact Jane 
Treado at janedhs78@aol.com 
Bestball - great prizes 
lunch and dinner

Altar Server Training Sessions
Two sessions with Father Escalante and Father 
Tewes will be offered on Sundays May 20 and 
27 from 2-4:30pm. This is for NEW servers. It is 
optional for returning servers but they are welcome 
to attend. New servers are to attend both sessions. If 
any young men, 4th graders and up, are interested, 
please contact the church office and leave their 
name and phone number.       

VIRTUS TRAINING SEMINAR 
Saturday, June 9 at 9:30am in the Parish Hall. All volunteers in the parish who have signifi-
cant contact with children, i.e. Workcamp, Vacation Bible School, Religious Education must 
attend one Virtus session. If you not yet attended this seminar, now is the time! To register 
go to www.virtus.org, click on ‘registration’, and follow the prompts. There are only 50 
spots available. Please sign up now.

PADRE PIO CENACLE 
The Cenacle meets on the 3rd Friday of each month in 
the Parish Hall. Next meeting is Friday, May 18,  follow-
ing the 12 pm Mass. The Cenacle is made up of a group 
of laity who are associate members of the Marian Move-
ment of Priests and we are registered at the National 
Headquarters in the United States located in St. Francis, 
ME. We follow a Guide of required prayers, readings 
and meditations. Any questions, please contact Carolyn 
Woodland at cwoodland1@gmail.com

Parish Family in Need of Meals  
A young mom from our parish is severely ill and is in 
need of meals and prayers. If you are able to provide a 
meal or meals, please call the office to speak with our 
parish secretary at 338-6381 or Sharon Liddicoatt at 
338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the needs of the 
six family members. Meals are needed on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. If you are not able to provide a meal, your 
prayers will be greatly appreciated. SOULSTITCH

28 PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED FOR WORKCAMP BY MID-JUNE 
Please consider making a prayer shawl or lap blanket for a Workcamp resident in Delaware.  
We are grateful for 42 shawls that have all ready been completed.  If you have specific ques-
tions about making one, please contact Monica Deaver at mojoknits@comcast.net.
SOULSTITCH will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of May (May 16) from 9:30-11:30 am in 
the downstairs’ hall.  We are making prayer shawls and/or lap blankets.

Calling all 6th, 7th & 
8th Graders!
Join us for our next middle school 
event, Field Day Extravaganza – a 
combination of fun activities includ-
ing kickball, four-square, whiffle ball, 
basketball and many more activities.  

In case of inclement weather, we’ll move to the hall for indoor games.  We’ll be having 
this activity on Sunday, May 20th at 3:30 – 5:30pm at Saint Francis.  6pm Mass for 
those who want to sit together: MAC-PAC. (Middle-schoolers And Christ – Pray. Act. 
Care.)  We’ll have lots of snacks and time for catching up with your friends.  Interested? 
Send Bill and Beth Ann McRoberts an e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or call us 
at 668-7214.  RSVP is not mandatory, but will help us with planning.  Hope to see you! 

Weekend Retreat for People Facing Serious Illness
A retreat specially planned for men and women facing serious physical illness will be 
held at the Dominican Retreat House in McLean, Va on May 25-27. A team of doctors, 
nurses, priests, sisters and helpers will be present around the clock. Scheduling allows 
plenty of time for rest and reflection. This retreat is offered free of charge. Registration 
closes May 16. If you have an interest in attending, please call the Dominican Retreat 
House as soon as possible at 703-356-4243 or Doug Sebek at 703-860-4929.



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Confirmation Pictures are Here!
Please be sure to come by the parish office during office 
hours to pick up your 8x10 group portrait and 5x7 individ-
ual portrait of your son or daughter. We are asking a $10 
donation for these beautiful keepsakes.

Jesus’ Family Vacation VBS 
The theme for this year’s VBS is “Bible Heroes: Judges”.  
Campers will take a journey with heroes of the Old Testa-
ment and learn about our Catholic Family Story and their 
place in it.  VBS will take place July 9-13. We need adult 
and teen volunteers! Come and see how fun it is to volun-
teer with VBS! Free childcare is provided to volunteers.

Registration has begun for children in 
Kindergarten through Grade Five

$25 per child / $35 per family

Our next planning meeting is 
Wednesday, May 30, 7pm

We hope to see a lot of new volunteers! Anyone 
interested in helping with VBS this summer should 
contact Melissa or Janice in RE office 338-4497 or 

come to our next planning meeting

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  All 
Teens are welcome.  Join us in the front 
left 3 rows of church as we celebrate the 
Teen Mass together.  
 
No Youth Group -  No Youth Group on 
May 13th due to Mothers Day.  We will see you in next week on 
May 20th for the Workcamp meeting.   
 
Spring Retreat - Thanks to Mark Darnell and the Teen Board 
for all their had work in preparing for and making this retreat so 
successful.  Thanks also to Fr. Tewes for joining us and hearing 
confessions and doing an Awesome Home Mass (despite the sing-
ing!)  Keep an eye out for out next retreat in November, 2012.   
 
Homeless Shelter - We go to the Homeless Shelter once a month 
on the second Tuesday of the month.  We make the food the day 
before on Monday.  The next time we will be making food to take 
to the Homeless Shelter on Monday, Ju,ne 11th 4:30-6pm and 
taking the food to the shelter on June 12th, 4:45-7:30pm.  Please 
e-mail me and let me know if you would like to join us.  
 
Loudoun Valley Baccalaureate Service - All Loudoun Valley 
HS Seniors and their families are invited to the Baccalaureate 
service on June 3rd from 2-3pm. This is a spiritual, insiprational 
service. It will take place in the auditorium. Seniors are invited 
to wear their caps and gowns. Light refreshments will be served. 
This event is sponsored by the LVHS PTO. 
Woodgrove Baccalaureate Service - All Woodgrove Seniors and 
their families are invited to the Baccalaureate service on June 
10th at the Purcellville Baptist Church, 2-4pm.  
 
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting is next 
Sunday, May 20th,  7-9pm.  Please make every effort to be there.  
If you have not paid your $150 non refundable deposit, it is due 
now.  Also, your registration papers are due now, all signed.  We 
have to send them to Colorado this week so you need to get them 
in. Contact me if you don't have paperwork.
 
Adults Needed for Workcamp - Adults, 21 and older, interested 
in going to Workcamp, please contact Jane for more info.  If 
you have not done a background check with the diocese, you will 
need to do this.  It takes about 4-6 weeks to process so you will 
need to do this ASAP.  You can contact me or the office for the 
papers.  Also, you will have to take a Virtus Class.  If you've taken 
it before you do not need to repeat it.  If you have not, we are of-
fering a class at the church on June 9th, 9am-1pm.  If this is not 
a good date, there are other classes at different church's in the 
diocese. You will need to sign up before the class to register.  
 
Adult Workcamp Meeting - Tuesday, May 15th, 7:30-9pm.  All 
adults going to Workcamp, please try to make this meeting. The 
meeting will be held in the Oratory Room (chapel)
    
GOLF Tournament - This awesome Charity Golf Tournament 
benefiting Workcamp will be on Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We are 
looking for players and sponsors.  For more info contact Jane.

Yesterday, 110 of our parish children received the very body 
and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ and the innumer-
able, precious graces that come to us through the recep-
tion of Holy Communion. We are especially grateful for our 
catechists: Nancy McGuire,  Linda Garcia, LeeJay Acham, 
Sheila Cowling and Janice Witt, Joanna Willard, Debra 
Perdue, Sharon Liddicoatt and Sharon Jones, who gener-
ously gave of their time and talents, and to the parents of our 
1st Communicants. All are witnessees to the power of Christ 
and the Church in their own lives preparing these young men 
and women to love and live their faith with their whole heart. 
 To all who helped make the celebration 1st Holy Com-
munion very memorable: we thank Father Escalante and 
Father Tewes, and we are thankful for the ushers, musicians, 
liturgical ministers, and the 1st grade families who generously 
hosted the receptions. 



We are updating our data base so that we can communicate more efficiently 
and effectively to our parishioners.

If you are a parishioner who has not yet registered or who has a new address, new phone number or new email 
address, please fill out this form and place it in the collection basket or mail it to the parish office at 
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA 20132.

Name __________________________________________________           New Parishioner______
Address _________________________________________________        New Address      ______
City ________________________Zip _______Phone ____________         New Phone #      ______
E-mail___________________________________________  

I would like to receive envelopes ______Please discontinue my envelopes__________
I would like to contribute via electronic Parish Giving ______
________ I’d like to pledge to the Building Fund, please send me information.
________ I’m moving out of the Parish (date)__________, please remove my name.
________ I would like to learn more about becoming a Catholic.

Adults Needed for 
Workcamp, June  24-30, 
Ocean View, Delaware. 
Adults, 21 and older, 
interested in going to 
Workcamp, please contact 
Jane at janedhs78@aol.com 
for more info.  

New Tags on the Giving Tree!
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and return the item 
to the narthex or place the gift card in the container marked gift cards. 
Donations will be given to Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun 
Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg Homeless Shelter, local nursing 
homes and needy families within our parish and community, as well at 
the Veteran's Hospital in Martinsburg. Thanks so much to all of you for 
your generous donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in 
need and the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social Justice Com-
mittee.  For more information, please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-
5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 
6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”  
Matthew 25:40  

An Afternoon in the Loudoun Valley:
Everyone is welcome to join Divine Mercy Care and Tepeyac Family 
Center for a fundraiser on Sunday, June 3 from 2-4pm.at the Wheatland 
Farm/Faith and Family Foundation in Purcellville,.  Proceeds benefit 
Tepeyac’s programs providing medical care to uninsured and under-
served mothers and for purchasing a baby heart monitor or a secondary 
ultrasound.  Ticket price is $85.00 ($40.00 tax deductible).  For more 
information, contact DMC 703-934-5552 or info@divinemercycare.org

SOULSTITCH
28 PRAYER SHAWLS NEEDED FOR WORKCAMP BY MID-
JUNE Please consider making a prayer shawl or lap blanket for a 
Workcamp resident in Delaware.  We are grateful for 42 shawls that 
have all ready been completed.  If you have specific questions about 
making one, please contact Monica Deaver at mojoknits@ 
comcast.net.
SOULSTITCH will meet on May 16 from 9:30-11:30am in the par-
ish hall.  We are making prayer shawls and/or lap blankets.

Retreat for Women
    Treat yourself to a weekend at Dominican Retreat in Mclean, Va., June 
8-10, to experience God's peace and presence.  Our theme this year is "In 
Quiet and in trust your strength lies."  (Isaiah 30:15). Retreat  director Fr. 
Joe Breighner of Baltimore, former host of the radio show, "Country Road," 
is a pastoral counselor and author as well as a popular director of retreats.  
For reservations or information contact Jean Fenwick at 540-338-2884 or 
jbfenwick@aol.com or Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or see www.
dominicanretreat.org.

Sung Vesper for the Feast of the Visitation
7pm, Thursday May 31, Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church, Potomac 
Falls. Join the choir in chanting evening prayer and listen to choral and 
organ meditations.



POP FUND AWARDS $28,000
The POP Fund recently awarded Lenten gifts totaling 
$28,000 to six local organizations focused on serving the 
poor through the provision of food, shelter or medical care.
• $8000 was given to the Guadalupe Free Clinic in Colo-
nial Beach, Virginia which supports the medically uninsured 
and indigent in Westmoreland County, Virginia. The clinic is 
a part of the Catholic Diocese of Arlington and operates on 
the grounds of St. Elizabeth of Hungary Catholic Church in 
Colonial Beach and is staffed solely by volunteers.  It is able 
to offer $1000 in free health care for every $100 donated. 
• SOME, So Others Might Eat, which provides meals, 
medical car, addiction counseling, job training and afford-
able housing for homeless families and adults, received 
$5000.  Parishioner Kathleen McCuistion nominated SOME 
for this gift. 
• Loudoun Cares is an umbrella organization that strength-
ens and supports other local non-profits to run more 
efficiently and not duplicate services.  The organization was 
given $5000 for new computer equipment and updated soft-
ware to keep its Information and Referral Program function-
ing efficiently.  Susan Snyder, who serves on the Loudoun 
Cares Board, nominated the organization for this gift.
• Catholic Distance University in Hamilton received $5000 
for its prison education outreach program.  Parishioner Maria 
Knapik nominated CDU for the grant.
• $2000 was given to Loudoun Habitat for Human-
ity which builds affordable housing throughout Loudoun 
County. A regular recipient of POP Fund gifts, the gift is 
to be used to support work on current homes and/or new 
construction.  Parishioner Teresa Rick nominated Loudoun 
Habitat for the gift.
• Parishioner David Doseff recommended Interfaith 
Housing Alliance for a $3000 gift.  The Alliance provides 
affordable housing opportunities for families and seniors in 
Central and Western Maryland and South Central Pennsyl-
vania.  Programs include homeownership, rental housing 
and support services. The organization has completed over 
1200 housing since its establishment in 1989.
Five percent of the weekly offertory collection is placed in 
a special Preferential Option for the Poor (POP) fund which 
is used to support organizations that work to lessen the 
hardships of the poor.  If you are interested in nominating 
an organization for a future gift, please send your written 
request to the church office. Nominations should include 
background information on the organization, a suggested 
contribution amount, and an explanation of the parishioner’s 
connection to the group.  Individual mission projects cannot 
be supported.

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS 
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas More in 
Arlington on Saturday, May 26 at 7:30pm and on Sunday, 
May 27 at 2:30pm. If you are a high school student or 
adult who is baptized Catholic, but never received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation please contact Melissa Gobs at 

The St. Francis de Sales 
teens  took time out of their 
busy high school lives to 
spend an amazing weekend 
of  crazty fun, prayer and 
worship, in the Shenandoah 
Mountains for the spring 
retreat. They are eagerly 
looking foward to the fall 
retreat in November.


