
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, 
     Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth 
Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 
     540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  
20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our 
parish community. You may fill out a 
registration form in the parish office during 
business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER             Sunday, April 22, 2012

2pm Confirmation Class

10am Confirmation Class



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, APRIL 22, 2012
vdeceased
Sat., April 21 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Henry Louis Nolde
Sat., April 21 Vigil: Third Sunday of Easter
   5:00 pm + The deceased members of the D’Elia,   
   Curran, Butts and Sommer families
Sun., April 22   Third Sunday of Easter
   7:00 am + Joan Lettieri
   8:30 am The Quin Family
 10:30 am + Robert Kaiser
 12:30 pm + Michael Quin
   6:00 pm People of the Parish
Mon., April 23 Easter Weekday
        9:00 am Clinton Humphries
Tue., April 24 Easter Weekday
        6:30 am + Ann Marie Hooks
Wed., April 25 Saint Mark
   9:00 am + Capt. Michael Quin
Thu., April 26 Easter Weekday
   6:30 am A Special Intention
Fri., April 27 Easter Weekday
   6:30 am A Special Intention
 12:00 noon The Parker Family
Sat., April 28 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Stephen D’Elia
Sat., April 28 Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Easter
   5:00 pm + John Jenkins
Sun., April 29   Fourth Sunday of Easter
   7:00 am Jeff Van Brunt and Family
   8:30 am C. Don Van Houweling
 10:30 am + Robert Kaiser
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Ashton Mahnke

This Week
Mon., Apr. 23 RCIA 7:30pm, Narthex
Wed., Apr. 25 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Sun., Apr. 22 Catholicism Series - 8:45am & 10:30am, 
     Woodgrove HS

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - April 15 $    11,299
YEAR TO DATE     $  572,457
2nd Collection   $      1,396
Electronic Offertory for March $    19,677

Third Sunday of Easter

Calling all 6th, 7th & 8th Graders!
Join us for our next middle school event, Field Day Extravaganza – a 
combination of fun activities including kickball, four-square, whiffle 
ball, basketball and many more activities.  In case of inclement 
weather, we’ll move to the hall for indoor games.  We’ll be having this 
activity TODAY at 4-5:30pm at Saint Francis.  6pm Mass for those 
who want to sit together: MAC-PAC (Middle-schoolers And Christ 
– Pray. Act. Care.) We’ll have lots of snacks and time for catching up 
with your friends.  Interested? Send Bill and Beth Ann McRoberts an 
e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or call us at 668-7214.  RSVP 
is not mandatory, but will help us with planning.  Hope to see you! 

You alone, O LORD, bring security to my dwelling.
— Psalm 4:9

FULFILLMENT
 It is interesting that during the Easter season, when we do not hear 
a reading from the Old Testament, it becomes so important. This is 
particularly true today. Peter’s speech begins with a prayer formula 
familiar to Jews: “The God of Abraham . . .” (Acts 3:13). It likewise 
contains the potent phrases “Holy and Righteous One” and “mouth 
of all the prophets” (3:14, 18). Peter was stating in no uncertain terms 
that the law, psalms, and prophets had been fulfilled in Christ. This is 
reinforced by Jesus himself in the Gospel passage, when he states that 
everything in the scriptures (to the early Christians “the scriptures” 
were what we call the Old Testament) had to be fulfilled. Above all, 
Jesus and Peter both emphasize that we are witnesses to all of this, 
and are sent forth to bear witness to it in the world. The Latin Missa, 
from which our word “Mass” comes, means “sent” (as in “mission”). 
As we leave Mass today, let us remember to be witnesses to all that 
has been fulfilled in the risen Christ.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Monday:  Acts 6:8-15; Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday:  Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Mk 16:15-20
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Jn 6:44-51
Friday:  Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69 
Sunday:  Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118; 1 Jn 3:1-2; 
  Jn 10:11-18



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q. Which came first, the dinosaurs or Adam and Eve?  Also, the 
dinosaurs or Jesus? –Anonymous
A.  The animals were created before Adam and Eve so the dinosaurs 
preexisted them.  Jesus as God has always existed and created every-
thing with the Holy Trinity so he preexisted everything.
 
Q.  What day did Jesus die after he rose from the dead? –Sarah 
Smith
A.  Jesus did not die again after the crucifixion.  He stayed on earth for 
40 days after the resurrection and then ascended to heaven with his 
body and soul (Acts 1:1-12).
 
Q.  Did Jesus ever get married? –J. W.
A.  Never.
 
Q.  Father, I’m confused.  During a recent homily I understand you 
to have said eating meat on Friday and missing Mass are sins on the 
same level.  Is that what you said? –Anonymous
A.  If you’re referring to freely and deliberately eating meat on Fridays 
of Lent and missing Sunday (or Holy Day of Obligation) Mass, 
yes, they are both violations of our faith practice that incur a serious 
(mortal) sin.
 
Q.  Is the Marine Corps related to heaven (or something like that) in 
any way? –Kara Willows
A.  Directly, it is not.  The Marine Corps is a secular service branch of 
the military.  However, there are Marine Corps chaplains that come 
from the Navy chaplaincy program that provide religious service to 
the military members and their families.  A good marine who does the 
will of God will end up in heaven.
 
Q.  How many plenary indulgences can you gain in one day? –Alec 
Stanmeyer
A.  One.
 
Q.  When Jesus rose on the third day (Sunday), do we know what 
time of the day it was? ¬¬–Anonymous
A.  We only know that it was before sunrise.  When Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb and discovered it was already empty, the Gospel says 
it was still dark (John 20:1).
 
Q.  Are we God’s only creation?  Or could God have made life on 
other planets? –Anonymous
A.  Yes, life on other planets is possible and the Church does not have 
a theological problem with that.  However, there is nothing in sacred 
tradition or sacred scripture that tells us anything about the existence 
of life other than ours.  God’s revelation only speaks of life in heaven 
and life on earth.  The only references we have of immortal life in-
clude only God, the angels (including the bad ones) and the people on 
earth.  Christ’s redemptive mission also speaks only of Adam and his 
descendants who inherited original sin.  Personally, I believe that the 
entire universe was made just for us earthly people.

“Face to face with God”
 
  The responsorial refrain today from Psalm 4 says, “Lord, 
let your face shine on us.”  We would immediately experience 
immense joy if we see God face to face.  We would be dazzled 
as the apostles were with our own vision of the Transfiguration.  
But what if we could get an opportunity to see and talk to God 
face to face, would we do it? Sadly, most people would not.  
While this may sound like a wild guess, you might change your 
mind after I give you some food for thought.
  A couple of issues ago I read in the Arlington Herald about 
a recent study from Georgetown (Center for Applied Research 
and Apostolate) regarding Mass attendance in the U.S.  Its study 
contrasted that back in the 1940’s and 1950’s 70-80% of Catho-
lics in the U.S. went to Mass every Sunday.  The percentage went 
down drastically during the post-Vatican II era in the late 1960’s 
and is currently now at about 35%.  What do these numbers 
mean regarding seeing God face to face?
  Does not our Catholic faith teach us that the Eucharist is 
the actual real presence of Jesus in both his spiritual and physical 
presence?  If that’s the case, then every time Mass is celebrated 
we would be seeing Jesus face to face.  And if we believe that the 
Bible is the true Word of God, wouldn’t we be listening to God 
speaking to us directly?  If we have the true presence of Jesus 
is present at every Mass, then why are there only about 35% of 
Catholics want to visit with Our Lord?
  We also have an all-night Eucharistic exposition and adora-
tion every First Friday of the month from 12:30pm through Satur-
day morning just prior to the 9am Mass.  This is an excellent time 
to be with God face to face for a prolonged period of time.  Why 
is it that only a very tiny percentage of our parishioners make 
even a short visit to be with Our Blessed Lord?  When I make my 
visit to the Oratory during adoration it is usually the same people 
who are there and the list of attendees who sign in during the wee 
hours of the night seem to be the usual ones as well.
  If more Catholics were truly aware of what they are really 
missing, many more would return to Mass.  Not many Catholics 
today truly understand the beauty and mystery of the Mass.  It is 
ironic that the Catholics understood the Mass much better back in 
the 1950’s when it was in Latin even by the far less academically 
educated than when it is now celebrated in the vernacular (local 
language).  The problem has nothing to do with language.  It was 
the catechesis of understanding the Mass that many have failed to 
appreciate God’s presence and gracious spiritual gifts in the Mass.
  Today’s Responsorial Psalm, “Lord, let your face shine on 
us,” was God’s invitation to truly appreciate his great gift and 
means to personally communicate with us. Our response is to rev-
erently and faithfully be present at Our Lord’s heavenly banquet 
of sacrifice.  And when possible, God also invites us to be with 
him in our private time to visit him at Eucharistic Adoration.

Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Bran-
don Badura, Spc Edward Regan 
Jr., Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III, 
PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John Owen Pat-
terson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; PFC Tim 
Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, PV2 Ryan 
Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Josephine Ford, Robert Dowl-
ing, Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis Nelson, Rich-
ard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, David Fourney, 
Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, 
Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orn-
dorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, 
Gerald Harp, Richard Marks, Arline Beckstead

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ... 2012 WORKCAMP FUNDRAISER

9th Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thursday, May 24 at 1pm
at Stoneleigh Golf Course

To sponsor a hole or to play in the 
tournament, please contact Jane 
Treado at janedhs78@aol.com 
Bestball - great prizes 
lunch and dinner

Attention Envelope Users
It has been brought to our attention that some of 
the monthly envelope packets to not always reach 
the homes.  In the event you do not receive a 
packet of envelopes for a particular month, please 
notify the office.  Thank you.

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS 
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas 
More in Arlington on Saturday, May 26 at 7:30pm 
and on Sunday, May 27 at 2:30pm. If you are 
a high school student or adult who is baptized 
Catholic, but never received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation please contact Melissa Gobs at 338-
4497 ext. 115.

Celebrate the joy of the Easter season by growing in your 
knowledge of  what it means to be Catholic
As a diocesan partner, all members of the Arlington diocese can experience CDU non-
credit seminars for just $30.
Our Father: Gateway to Scripture Begins April 23 with Gregory Glazov, PhD
This seminar focuses on the scriptural backgrounds of the New Testament versions of the 
Lord’s Prayer with a view to explaining their relationship to the Gospels in which they 
occur.
The True Story of the Crusades Begins May 7 with Matthew Bunson, DMin
Learn more about the famed Crusading era in this seminar that will focus on the causes 
and conduct of the major  Crusades and their impact on the Church and the world.
Learn more at www.cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

Tatiana Sacoto, April 11, 2012

Baptisms               
  in April

Edward Michael
 son of Edward and Maria Istendal

Brandon Sullivan 
 son of Nathan and Candice Madden

ATTENTION PARENTS!
What are your children viewing on your computer 
(or on their game systems and phones?)
“Raising Children in a Sexualized Culture”
The Office of Youth Ministry of the Diocese is sponsoring two presentations for parents. 
Mr. Rich Schatz from PureHope will be speaking on this vitally important topic. Learn 
about the true ugliness and expanse of the problem, the impact of technology, and most 
importantly how to protect your children!
Tuesday, April 24 at 7:30pm at ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Wednesday, April 25 at 7:30pm at SAINT RAYMOND CATHOLIC CHURCH
Call the Office of Youth Ministry at 703--841-2559 for more information.

NEW ALTAR SERVING TRAINING SESSIONS
Two sessions with Father Escalante and Father Tewes will be offered on Sun-
days May 20 and 27 from 2-4:30pm. This is for NEW servers.  It is optional for 
returning servers but they are welcome to attend. New servers are to attend both 
sessions. If any young men, 4th graders and up, are interested, please contact the 
church office and leave their name and phone number.       



TEEN MASS - at 6pm every 
Sunday.  Teens are welcome to 
sit in the front left 3 rows of 
church.  
 
Youth Group -  April 22th, 7:15-9pm.  Look forward 
to seeing you there.  Friends welcome.
    
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting 
is this Sunday, May 20th,  7-9pm.  Please make every 
effort to be there.  If you have not paid your $150 
non refundable deposit, it is due now.  Also, your 
registration papers are due, all signed.  We are still 
signing up people so if you are not signed up and want 
to go, please contact me at at Janedhs78@aol.com .  
Contact me if you don't have paperwork.
 
Help Haiti Lenten Project - You can bring in your 
donations to the youth group this week.  Thanks.
 

Spring Retreat - May 4-6.  
Discipleship...  Save the 
date.  Sign up now.  We will 
be going to the Shenandoah 
Mountains near JMU.  We 
will be staying in cabins in 
the woods.  They do have 
beds and showers.  What a 
great way to end the school 

year and start the summer.  It is going to be AWE-
SOME!!!  E-mail to sign up.  
 
GOLF Tournament - Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We 
are looking for players and sponsors.  For more info 
contact Jane.
 
Steubenville Retreat - We have 6 spots open.  Please 
let me know if you are interested.  The dates of the 
retreat are June 15-17.  I need to know by the end 
of April.  

JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH 
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., April 22 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., April 23 Grades 1,2,6 & Special Needs - 4:20pm, at 
  St. Francis
Tue., April 24 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:20pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., April 25 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:20pm, at St. Francis

Sun., April 29 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., April 30 Grades 1,2,6 & Special Needs - 4:20pm, at 
  St. Francis
Tue., May 1 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:20pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., May 2 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:20pm, at St. Francis

ANGELS OF LIGHT
Religious Ed Lenten 

Project 2012
Please continue to pray for 
your spiritual brother and 
sister. We will continue to 

collect donations throughout 
the Easter season.

1ST HOLY COMMUNION BANNERS
Please check your email for directions on how  your 2nd grader can 
create their 1st Holy Communion Banner. Email Janice at j.rees@
saintfrancisparish.org if you have any questions regarding this project. 
All 2nd graders are encouraged to create a banner for the display in 
the church on their 1st Holy Communion day. Banners can be turned 
into the office or brought to class no later than Wednesday, May 2.

Congratulations Confirmandi!
The Holy Spirit poured Himself out generously upon our con-
firmandi. Thank you to all who helped make the celebration 
of Confirmation very memorable. We would like to thank our 
ushers, musicians, and the 7th grade families who gener-
ously hosted the receptions. We are especially grateful for our 
catechists: Suzanne Robinson and Judy Welsh, Charlie 
Colville, Anne Marie Hughes, Beth and Bob Gallegos, Jim 
Lassa and Janet Jones, Keith and Ria Crawford,  and Dave 
Kole and Kim McCabe who gave of their time and talents and 
witnessed to the power of Christ and the Church in their own 
lives preparing 124 young men and women to love and live their 
faith with their whole heart. 

Confirmation Portraits You will receive an email when the 
portraits come in. Each confirmandi will receive an 8x10 group 
photo and 5x7 photo with Fr. Escalante and Bishop Loverde. A 
$10 donation is requested.

Jesus’ Family Vacation VBS 
The theme for this year’s VBS is “Bible Heroes: Judges”.  
Campers will take a journey with heroes of the Old Testament 
and learn about our Catholic Family Story and their place in it.  
VBS will take place July 9-13.  We need adult and teen vol-
unteers! Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 2 at 7pm in the 
Conference Room. Come and see how fun it is to volunteer with 
VBS! Free childcare is provided to volunteers.



Weekend Retreat for People Facing Serious Illness
A retreat specially planned for men and women facing serious physical illness 
will be held at the Dominican Retreat House in McLean, Va on May 25-27. A 
team of doctors, nurses, priests, sisters and helpers will be present around the 
clock. Scheduling allows plenty of time for rest and reflection. This retreat is 
offered free of charge. It is a non-smoking weekend. Registration closes May 16. 
If you have an interest in attending, please call the Dominican Retreat House as 
soon as possible at 703-356-4243 or Doug Sebek at 703-860-4929.

Thank you to all parishioners that participated in the 2012 
Car Raffle.  While the final tally is still being counted more 
tickets were sold this year than last year meaning more 
money was raised for the parish building fund.  The actual 
raffle will take place on Saturday, April 28th at All Saints in 
Manassas during their annual festival.  You do not need to 
be present to win.  Parishioners can watch winners selected 
online in near-real time by going to http://www.allsaints-
vachurch.org, clicking on "News and Events" and then on 
"2012 Parish Festival Raffle - Schedule and Winners".  The 
schedule of drawings is as follows:

Cash Drawings   Car Drawings
1:00PM  2 x $100  7:00PM  Honda Civic
1:30PM  2 x $100  7:30PM  Honda Accord
2:00PM   2 x $100  8:00PM  GMC Sierra Truck
2:30PM  2 x $100  8:30PM  Honda CRV
3:00PM   2 x $100  9:00PM  Honda Odyssey Van
3:30PM   2 x $500
4:00PM   2 x $500
4:30PM 2 x $1000
5:00PM 2 x $2500
5:30PM 2 x $5000

Good luck to all and, again, a sincere thanks to all who 
participated.

Team Challenge Fundraiser:
Virginia Wine Country ½ Marathon for The 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America
Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis are autoimmune defi-
ciency diseases of the digestive tract that affect 1.4 million 
children and adults. Symptoms vary in each patient but can 
be very painful and very often lead to life altering surgery. 
Currently there are no cures for these diseases. Please help 
CCFA change lives and find a cure for these diseases by 
making a donation today.  You can make a difference!
http://www.active.com/donate/virginia12dc/dcCSchiav.   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
 
We are also looking for local organizations, businesses, 
etc. to volunteer at the race site.  If you would be interested 
in volunteering, please contact me  at 703-431-6325 or by 
email, Christine.schiavone@gmail.com

Saturday, June 2, 2012
 
For more information about The 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, visit 
http://www.ccfa.org

Garden Party

All-Season Fruit Salad
Chicken Salad

Strawberry-French Toast Sandwiches
Easy Coffee Toffee Dessert

Mocha Surprise Cake
Strawberry Champagne Cocktail

Bloody Mary Chesapeake Bay Style

You can make these recipes and more if you have the Saint Francis de 
Sales Daily Bread Cookbook, available in the Church Office or after 
6pm Mass. Contact Jane for your copy at janedhs78@aol.com. 
Makes a great teacher/catechist gift!!!

Parishioner in Need of Meals
A parish family of six continues to be in need of meals and prayers.  If you are 
able to provide a meal or meals, please call the office to speak with our parish 
secretary at 338-6381 or Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who will be helping to 
coordinate the needs of this family.  If you are not able to provide a meal, your 
prayers will be greatly appreciated.

Adults Needed for 
Workcamp, June  24-30, 
Ocean View, Delaware. 
Adults, 21 and older, in-
terested in going to Work-
camp, please contact Jane 
at janedhs78@aol.com for 
more info.  



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

Open our hearts
  First, a few thoughts from a Catholic-Come-Lately still on a 
honeymoon with the Church, still overwhelmed by the beauty, wis-
dom and grace of the sacraments  that anchor and support our lives 
as Christians.  Although the evangelical world is home to many 
Catholics who claim they couldn’t find Jesus in the Church – and 
indeed, my own Catholic high school years left my soul untouched 
– I now see the fault was not the Church’s but the result of seed cast 
on the stony ground ( Matthew 13).  In my case, without a family to 
nurture and care for the soil of my soul, there was no place for the 
seed to nestle and grow.  The Church cannot raise spiritually mature 
Catholics without the help of parents. 
  Today, after seeing both sides, I can say with certainty that 
Yes!  Jesus is here!  The Holy Spirit is here!  And the Church is not 
an obstacle, but the gift God has given us to keep us close to Him.
I felt this so strongly last Saturday, as we celebrated the Confirma-
tion of 124 young men and women.  Unlike less structured break-
away denominations, the Church offers a framework to give each 
of us the knowledge and encouragement needed to make a decision 
that could change the rest of our lives.  
  The key word is “could,” because the truth is that there will 
always be those whose hearts remain untouched by the profound 
offer God makes to us in the sacrament of Confirmation.
Bishop Loverde captured this well, reminding the confirmands 
that the questions they had been prepared to answer in their studies 
would actually be answered “out in the world by the way you live 
your life.”    
  “Will you be different?” was his loving challenge.
“The Spirit will be within you, so you will be transformed, strength-
ened, rooted and confirmed in the faith,” Bishop Loverde said.
   “Although young, you’re old enough to understand that wit-
nessing for Jesus in today’s world is difficult.  Jesus is asking you to 
be a witness that every human life from the moment of conception 
to natural death is sacred.”
  Catholics don’t do this by preaching sermons and asking 
people to make decisions for Christ, but by the witness of our lives.  
Bishop Loverde made this personal by envisioning future choices 
– when these young men and women would be tempted by drugs, 
violence and sex – and their witness would be written in the choices 
they make.
  “But you will not be alone, because within you now will be a 
person more powerful than you – the Holy Spirit.”
“In a few moments, each of you will be changed,” Bishop Loverde 
told them.  “All you have to do is open your heart.”
“Open your heart.”
  Do you ever feel overwhelmed? Does your faith need a 
jumpstart?  Is your witness what it “could” be? Maybe we just need 
to return to the memory of the moment we were sealed in the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to reclaim the promise God made:
 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advo-
cate* to be with you always, the Spirit of truth – which the world 
cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you know it, 
because it remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you 
orphans; I will come to you. (John 14:16-18)

 Thank You to our St. Francis de Sales Blood 
Donor Program donors for providing 95 units of 
blood!  The turn-out for the St. Francis de Sales 
Blood Drive on April 15 in honor of Captain 
Michael Quin, USMC, and Steve D’Elia was 
outstanding. We are indebted to each of you who 
helped to make the drive successful. Our volun-
teers who worked registration and refreshments 
included  Wendy Mitter, Gene Carnicom, Tim 
Schutte, Jack Spisak, Sean O’Hara, Chris Ad-
ams, Pete Sacripanti, Bill Barattino, Lois D’Elia, and Wayne Hanley. 
Our callers, led by Wendy Mitter, were Michelle Cohoon, Lois D'Elia, 
and Tracy and Mary Beglau. Janice Rees, Cindy Cummins, and Sue 
Khalil from the Parish Office also provided great support. That also 
includes all who registered to donate and those others who have kept 
both the Quin and the D’Elia families in their prayers. 
 We have been blessed by the support from the Parish faith com-
munity and our friends and neighbors in the local community. Your 
unabashed generosity with the Gift of Life in this Awesome Act of 
Kindness is remarkable and helped to catapult us to our best drive 
ever. 
 Robyn Kaplan, Inova Blood Donor Services Senior Account Man-
ager, expressed the appreciation of all who rely on life-saving blood 
with the following letter of thanks.
 “I thought I would send this letter to all of you to give our sincerest 
thanks and congratulations on your amazing blood drive yesterday 
(15 April). You registered 97 donors and, with only 12 deferrals and 
15 double-red cell procedures, collected 97 units of blood; 2 over our 
goal of 95!
 Of course we extended the hours and had the Alyx machines but it 
was still, by far, the most successful collection we have ever had at St. 
Francis (de Sales).  
 I know that the main reason for the success is that St. Francis 
de Sales has created such a strong sense of community service and 
caring for both the members of your congregation and the greater 
community.  You should be so proud of this accomplishment being so 
clearly demonstrated by the St. Frances de Sales Blood Drive Com-
mittee with the tremendous support of the Knights of Columbus.
 We feel honored to have this partnership with you and cherish the 
support and friendship of your congregation.  I pray this relation-
ship continues to flourish for years to come to continue to honor 
the memory of both Michael and Steve and all of those who give of 
themselves for others.
 With fondest regards and gratitude for all of you who support this 
life-saving program, Robyn Kaplan Senior Account Manager Inova 
Blood Donor Services”

Retreat for Women
    Treat yourself to a weekend at Dominican Retreat in Mclean, Va., 
June 8-10, to experience God's peace and presence.  Our theme this 
year is "In Quiet and in trust your strength lies."  (Isaiah 30:15). Re-
treat  director Fr. Joe Breighner of Baltimore, former host of the radio 
show, "Country Road," is a pastoral counselor and author as well as 
a popular director of retreats.  For reservations or information contact 
Jean Fenwick at 540-338-2884 or jbfenwick@aol.com or Dominican 
Retreat at 703-356-4243 or see www.dominicanretreat.org.


