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Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. You 
may fill out a registration form in the parish office 
during business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 

                  
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Sunday, April 15, 2012



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, APRIL 15, 2012
vdeceased
Sat., April 14 Saturday within the Octave of Easter
   8:30 pm + Donna Maria Denise
Sat., April 14 Vigil: Sunday of the Divine Mercy
   8:30 pm Susan Fitzgerald 
Sun., April 15   Sunday of the Divine Mercy
   7:00 am People of the Prish
   8:30 am + Michael Quin
 10:30 am The Fisher family
 12:30 pm Garrett Somsen
   6:00 pm + Paul Schratwieser
Mon., April 16 Easter Weekday
        9:00 am John and Paula Bischoff
Tue., April 17 Easter Weekday
        6:30 am Bonnie Lynn Ording DeLatte
Wed., April 18 Easter Weekday
   9:00 am + Michael Quin
Thu., April 19 Easter Weekday
   7:30 pm Gene and Joan diZefalo
Fri., April 20 Easter Weekday
   6:30 am + The Mother of Chip Ross
 12:00 noon + Dennis Hormes
Sat., April 21 Easter Weekday
   8:30 pm + Henry Louis Nolde
Sat., April 21 Vigil: Third Sunday of Easter
   8:30 pm + The deceased members of the D’Elia,   
   Curran, Butts and Sommer families
Sun., April 22   Third Sunday of Easter
   7:00 am + Joan Lettieri
   8:30 am The Quin Family
 10:30 am + Robert Kaiser
 12:30 pm + Michael Quin
   6:00 pm People of te Parish

This Week
Mon., Apr. 16 RCIA 
Tues., Apr. 17 Catholicism Series - 10am, Parish Hall
  Matthew Bible Study - Pot Luck Supper
Wed., Apr. 18 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thurs., Apr. 19 Catholicism Series - 7pm, Parish Hall
Fri., Aprl 20 Padre Pio Cenacle - after 12 noon Mass
Sun., Apr. 22 Catholicism Series - 8:45am & 10:30am, 
     Woodgrove HS

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - April 8  $    23,255
YEAR TO DATE     $  561,158
2nd Collection   $      2,932
Electronic Offertory for March $    19,677

Sunday of the Divine Mercy

Who indeed is the victor over the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

— 1 John 5:5

Monday:   Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21
Sunday:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4; 1 Jn 2:1-5a;
  Lk 24:35-48

DOUBT
The desire to be able to prove the existence of a divinity has troubled 
humanity since human consciousness first became aware of the divine. 
To this very day we are fond of saying that any number of things—
from sunsets to hot fudge sundaes—are “proof that there is a God.” 
We get so caught up in the story of “doubting Thomas” that we fail 
to notice that today’s Gospel gives us John’s account of Pentecost, the 
bestowing of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples following the Resurrec-
tion. Thomas, evidently, missed out not only on seeing the Risen Christ, 
but receiving the Holy Spirit as well. This is not to be taken lightly and, 
perhaps, makes Thomas’ disbelief a bit easier to comprehend. It also 
makes his professing that Jesus is his Lord and God—the only time 
the New Testament explicitly refers to Jesus Christ as “God”—more 
remarkable.       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Calling all 6th, 7th & 8th Graders!
Join us for our next middle school event, Field Day Extravaganza – a 
combination of fun activities including kickball, four-square, whiffle 
ball, basketball and many more activities.  In case of inclement 
weather, we’ll move to the hall for indoor games.  We’ll be having 
this activity on Sunday, April 22nd at 4-5:30pm at Saint Francis.  
6pm Mass for those who want to sit together: MAC-PAC (Middle-
schoolers And Christ – Pray. Act. Care.) We’ll have lots of snacks and 
time for catching up with your friends.  Interested? Send Bill and Beth 
Ann McRoberts an e-mail at BMcRoberts@starpower.net or call us 
at 668-7214.  RSVP is not mandatory, but will help us with planning.  
Hope to see you! 



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

Get your “Get Out of Jail Free” 
card this Sunday!

 
  Many of us have played the classic game of Monopoly.  In 
that game you could land in jail.  There are a number of ways to 
get out of jail but the easiest one is if you have a “Get Out of Jail 
Free” card.
  Our faith tells us that not everyone who dies is perfectly 
ready to go straight to heaven.  One needs to be absolutely 
perfect to be fit for heaven because there is no place for any 
imperfection in God’s kingdom.  Good people who have died 
but are not quite suitable for heaven must undergo a state of 
purgation in what we theologically refer to as purgatory.  There 
many ways to minimize our time or even escape purgatory while 
we are still here on earth.  Prayers that have indulgences (don’t 
worry, contrary to what some people believe these are obtained 
absolutely without charge!) can help lessen our purification dura-
tion in purgatory.
  But this Sunday there is a popular devotion that Blessed 
John Paul II helped promote during his papacy that would render 
something like the legendary Get Out of Jail Free card.  This de-
votion is so simple to follow yet filled with many beautiful graces 
including the remission of all temporal punishments (purgatory 
time) up to the present time.  You wouldn’t want to miss this 
spiritual golden opportunity!
  Today is the annual Divine Mercy Sunday.  The Catholic 
Church officially recognizes the Sunday after Easter as Divine 
Mercy Sunday.  It is a Sunday dedicated to recognizing the great 
loving mercy of God.  This day is an opportunity for us to receive 
numerous graces simply by receiving Holy Communion in the 
state of grace.  Jesus reveals to Saint Faustina:  “My daughter, 
tell the whole world about my inconceivable mercy. I desire that 
the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of my 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon 
those souls who approach the fount of my mercy. The soul that 
will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain 
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. Let no soul fear to 
draw near to me, even though its sins be as scarlet” (Diary #699).  
So make sure to offer your Holy Communion in honor of Our 
Lord’s Divine Mercy this Sunday and go to confession (within the 
week before or the week after Divine Mercy Sunday).
  Join us this Sunday afternoon (April 15) for the special ob-
servance of the Divine Mercy.  From 2:45 until 4pm we will have 
Eucharistic Adoration, the recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
(3pm) and the Holy Rosary.
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q.  Why do you have to be 8-years old in order to receive First Holy 
Communion? –Beth Hogan
A.  Because many kids do not have a good understanding of the 
difference between regular bread and bread consecrated at Mass (Eu-
charist) until they are around 2nd grade.  At that grade the kids happen 
to be around 7 and 8 years old.
 
Q.  What does ‘Pastor’ of the church mean? –Claire Eddy
A.  The word pastor is Latin for “shepherd.”  A pastor of the church is 
someone who acts as the chief spiritual shepherd for the community 
that guides his “sheep” towards God.
 
Q.  Is your Guardian Angel the same gender as you? –Anonymous
A.  No.  Angels are spirits and do not have bodies.  Therefore, they 
don’t have a gender.
 
Q.  Why is everything in the Mass ‘gold’? –Patrick Smith, age 7
A.  Gold is a symbol of royalty.  Since God is the King of kings he 
deserves the very best of what the world can offer.  After all, every-
thing in the world belongs to God.  Whatever we give him we are 
simply returning it to the creator himself.  Every Christmas season we 
hear the story of the three wise men giving Jesus precious gifts (gold, 
frankincense and myrrh).  Even great saints who were known for 
their love of the poor such as St. Francis of Assisi and Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta stressed the importance of using precious materials 
such as gold and silver for the sacred vessels used at Mass.
 
Q.  Why isn’t there a women’s group in our parish?  The men 
have the Knights of Columbus and it would be nice for the women 
to have a group.  I believe many years ago there was an active 
women’s group.  What happened? –Anonymous
A.  Sometime before I arrived in the parish I was told there was a 
Women’s Council that had become inactive due to lack of members 
and/or interest in running it.  A number of attempts were made to 
restart it but no one seems to be interested in leading it.  Part of the 
reason for this is perhaps because many of the active women in the 
parish are already very involved in running various programs avail-
able in the parish and just didn’t have the time to be a part of starting 
another one.  If you are interested in trying to revive this group please 
feel free to contact our office.  The Women’s Council is officially rec-
ognized by the diocese but, as in the Knight’s of Columbus, requires 
officers to exist.
 
Q.  If you tell a lie and then later you told the truth, is it still a sin? 
–Jack Fink
A.  That would depend on how long you waited until you corrected 
the lie.  If you purposely said something that was not true and then 
immediately corrected it then it was probably not a sin.  But if you 
waited a month (or like 10 years!) before you did something about it 
then I would say that lie was likely a sin.
 
Q.  Is knocking on the door of a confessional room a sin when 
someone is confessing? –Nathan
A.  No.  It’s only a serious sin if you knew there was someone in there 
confessing…and you stayed around to listen!



Our Military Members:  
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald 
H. Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh, 
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery 
Sgt. Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl 
John Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete 
Buxton; PV2 Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zursch-
meide, PV2 Ryan Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Josephine Ford, Robert Dowl-
ing, Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis Nelson, Rich-
ard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, David Fourney, 
Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, 
Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orn-
dorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia, Joe Pope, 
Gerald Harp, Richard Marks

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

2012 WORKCAMP FUNDRAISER

9th Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thursday, May 24 at 1pm
at Stoneleigh Golf Course

To sponsor a hole or to play in the 
tournament, please contact Jane 
Treado at janedhs78@aol.com 
Bestball - great prizes 
breakfast and lunch

Attention Envelope Users
It has been brought to our attention that some of the monthly envelope packets to not 
always reach the homes.  In the event you do not receive a packet of envelopes for a 
particular month, please notify the office.  Thank you.

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS 
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Thomas 
More in Arlington on Saturday, May 26 at 7:30pm 
and on Sunday, May 27 at 2:30pm. If you are 
a high school student or adult who is baptized 
Catholic, but never received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation please contact Melissa Gobs at 338-
4497 ext. 115.

Saint John’s Catholic Prep will be hosting a spring reception on Thursday, 
April 26th from 7 – 9pm for all families interested in learning more about the school.  
The reception will take place in Gerard and Kris Shanley’s home at 16544 Levade Dr. 
in Leesburg, VA.  Come meet school representatives, students, and families, and learn 
more about a faith-based, college prep education. Please RSVP by April 23rd to 301-
662-4210 or 703-779-7902.  
You are invited to attend an Open House at Saint John’s Catholic Prep on Wednesday, 
May 2nd from 6 until 7:30pm.  Saint John’s is a Catholic, coeducational, college prepa-
ratory high school located at 889 Butterfly Lane in Frederick, Maryland.  Prospective 
parents and students can also visit Saint John’s online at www.saintjohnsprep.org.  For 
more information about admissions or the Open House, please call the school at 301-
662-4210 or e-mail admissions@saintjohnsprep.org

Celebrate the joy of the Easter season by growing in your 
knowledge of  what it means to be Catholic
As a diocesan partner, all members of the Arlington diocese can experience CDU non-
credit seminars for just $30.
Wisdom Books of the Old Testament Begins April 16 with Robert Miller, SFO, PhD
Explore the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament – Proverbs, Job, Qohelet, Sirach, and 
Wisdom of Solomon – in this three-week seminar.
Our Father: Gateway to Scripture Begins April 23 with Gregory Glazov, PhD
This seminar focuses on the scriptural backgrounds of the New Testament versions of the 
Lord’s Prayer with a view to explaining their relationship to the Gospels in which they 
occur.
The True Story of the Crusades Begins May 7 with Matthew Bunson, DMin
Learn more about the famed Crusading era in this seminar that will focus on the causes 
and conduct of the major  Crusades and their impact on the Church and the world.
Learn more at www.cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

Arline Beckstead, January 30, 2012

SOULSTITCH: We’re half way there at 51% 
for the Workcamp shawls. Shawls are needed 
before June 24th. Please knit or crochet prayer 
shawls or lap blankets for our Workcampers to 
give to their residents in Ocean View, Delaware 
this summer.  A prayer shawl should be 18-24" 
wide by 60" long, and a lap blanket should be 
about 45" square.  You may help yourself to yarn 
in the downstairs closets.  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Jane Treado at janedhs78@
aol.com.
Soulstitch will meet Wednesday, April 18 from 
9:30-11:30am in St. Francis Hall.



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., April 15 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., April 16 Grades 1,2,6 & Special Needs - 4:20pm, at 
  St. Francis
Tue., April 17 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:20pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., April 18 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:20pm, at St. Francis

Sun., April 22 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., April 23 Grades 1,2,6 & Special Needs - 4:20pm, at 
  St. Francis
Tue., April 24 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:20pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., April 25 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:20pm, at St. Francis

ANGELS OF LIGHT
Religious Ed Lenten Project 2012

Please continue to pray for your spiritual brother and 
sister. We will continue to collect your donations 

throughout the Easter Season. 
Remember to PRAY as a family for your 

spiritual brother or sister every day.

1ST HOLY COMMUNION BANNERS
Please check your email for directions on how  your 2nd grader can 
create their 1st Holy Communion Banner. Email Janice at j.rees@
saintfrancisparish.org if you have any questions regarding this 
project. All 2nd graders are encouraged to create a banner for the 
display in the church on their 1st Holy Communion day.
Banners can be turned into the office or brought to class no 
later than Wednesday, May 2.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
Teens are welcome to sit in the front 
left 3 rows of church.  
 
Youth Group -  April 15th, Workcamp meeting.   Next 
Youth Group, April 22nd.
    
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting is 
this Sunday, April 15  7-9pm.  Please make every effort to 
be there.  If you have not paid your $150 non refundable 
deposit, it is due at that time.  Also, please bring your reg-
istration papers, all signed.  We are still signing up people 
so if you are not signed up and want to go, please contact 
me at at Janedhs78@aol.com  or just show up at the meet-
ing.  If you don't have paperwork, you can pick the packet 
up at this Meeting.  
 
Adults Needed for Workcamp - Adults, 21 and older, 
interested in going to workcamp, please contact Jane for 
more info.  
 
BINGO - Our Feb and March Bingo were  great success'!!  
Our next Bingo is April 21.  Please join us on Saturday, 
April 21 for a fun evening of Bingo.  The doors will be open 
at 6pm and the games begin at 7pm.  We need your help.  
Needed from workcampers:  Baked goods wrapped to sell.  
You did an awesome job of bringing in the baked goods.  
Can you please please please do it again?  Also Needed:  
Adult help and teens to help before the Bingo and the day 
of the Bingo.  Please contact me to sign up to help.  Can't 
do this without you. 
  
Help Haiti Lenten Project - You can bring in your dona-
tions to the youth group this week.  Thanks.
 

May 4-6.  Discipleship...  Save the date.  
Sign up now.  We will be going to the 
Shenandoah Mountains near JMU.  We 
will be staying in cabins in the woods.  

They do have beds and showers.  What a great way to end 
the school year and start the summer.  It is going to be 
AWESOME!!!  E-mail to sign up.  
 
GOLF Tournament - Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We are 
looking for players and sponsors.  For more info contact 
Jane.
 
Steubenville Retreat - We have 6 spots open.  Please let 
me know if you are interested.  The dates of the retreat 
are June 15-17.  I need to know by the end of April.  



Upcoming CDU Seminar
Grow in your knowledge of the Catholic faith with these three-week online 
seminars @ Catholic Distance University. Tuition is only $30 per seminar and 
the entire seminar is online.
Wisdom Books of the Old Testament
Begins April 16 with Robert Miller, SFO, PhD
Explore the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament – Proverbs, Job, Qohelet, 
Sirach, and Wisdom of Solomon – in this three-week seminar.
Learn more at www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

Loudoun Vigil for Life
Do you want to bring pro-life witness during this crucial presidential election 
season? Want to help the pro-life movement right here in Loudoun County? Here 
is your chance to help St. John's Pro-Life Group and the Loudoun Vigil for Life 
as we try to expand our outreach this November!
The following positions are open for the Fall 2012 Loudoun Vigil for Life:
• Social Media Coordinator (in charge of the vigil's Twitter and website ac-
counts)
• Director (in charge of dates and necessary legal/organizational planning)
• Outreach Coordinator (in charge of online, press, parochial, and youth out-
reach)
• Historian (in charge of taking pictures of the Loudoun Vigil for Life and send-
ing them to the Social Media Coordinator for website purposes) 
For more information on these positions, visit http://loudounvigilforlife.weebly.
com or email Tatiana Lozano at atyaloz@yahoo.com. God bless and thank you 
for your help!

Weekend Retreat for People Facing Serious Illness
A retreat specially planned for men and women facing serious physical illness 
will be held at the Dominican Retreat House in McLean, Va on May 25-27. A 
team of doctors, nurses, priests, sisters and helpers will be present around the 
clock. Scheduling allows plenty of time for rest and reflection. This retreat is 
offered free of charge. It is a non-smoking weekend. Registration closes May 16. 
If you have an interest in attending, please call the Dominican Retreat House as 
soon as possible at 703-356-4243 or Doug Sebek at 703-860-4929.

PADRE PIO CENACLE 
The Cenacle meets on the 3rd Friday of each month in the Parish Hall. Next 
meeting is Friday, April 20, following the 12 pm Mass. The Cenacle is made 
up of a group of laity who are associate members of the Marian Movement of 
Priests and we are registered at the National Headquarters in the United States 
located in St. Francis, ME. We follow a Guide of required prayers, readings and 
meditations. Any questions, please contact Carolyn Woodland at cwoodland1@
gmail.com

Retreat for Women
    Treat yourself to a weekend at Dominican Retreat in Mclean, Va., June 8-10, 
to experience God's peace and presence.  Our theme this year is "In Quiet and 
in trust your strength lies."  (Isaiah 30:15). Retreat  director Fr. Joe Breigh-
ner of Baltimore, former host of the radio show, "Country Road," is a pastoral 
counselor and author as well as a popular director of retreats.  For reservations 
or information contact Jean Fenwick at 540-338-2884 or jbfenwick@aol.com or 
Dominican Retreat at 703-356-4243 or see www.dominicanretreat.org.

We joyfully welcome those who have 
joined our parish family by entering into our       

Catholic Faith through the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation 

Mary Castaneda
Austin George

Lee Hooks
Kate Knepper

Stephanie McCabe
Kendall Nemish
Kaliani Nemish

Carlos Ortiz
Cindy Patterson

We joyfully receive into full communion with 
the Catholic Church through the Sacraments 

of Eucharist and Confirmation

Chase Baker
Andrea Barnes

Courtney Bauder
Amie Castaneda
David Comer, Jr.
Lawrence Fink

Melissa Franzen
Krista Goff
Sonya Hall

Matthew Smith
Larry Stemberger

Congratulations to our new brothers and
sisters in Christ and thank you for your 

witness that renews the faith of your 
parish family



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

Free Help for the Unemployed 
Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catholic Charities ministry 
that assists people who are unemployed or under-employed. CAN 
provides free resume reviews, practice job interviews and network-
ing opportunities. Join us every Thursday evening, from 7-9 p.m. 
at the St. Martin De Porres Senior Center, 4650 Taney Avenue in 
Alexandria.

Take Me Home, Country Roads 
 I’ll never forget when five years after I’d moved back to Vir-
ginia, my old friend Robin – from California, but originally from 
New York – came to visit.    
 Bumping along the washboard dirt road leading to my house, 
we had to scoot way over to accommodate an oncoming pickup 
truck. The flannel-clad driver waved and so did I.  
 “Do you know him?” Robin asked.
 “No,” I said.
 Robin was clearly puzzled.  And I had to laugh, realizing how 
much five years had changed me and how sweet it was to live in 
western Loudoun.
 I imagine some people hate dirt roads.  Not me.  For me, dirt 
roads are more than a way to get somewhere – they are a gracious 
way of living.
 Dirt roads are vulnerable.  Their potholes and erosion present 
a constant challenge to VDOT and to drivers.  When it rains or 
snow melts, streams gush forth on either side, whisking away a 
little more road with every drop. 
 As the road gets narrower, in some places there's finally not 
enough room for two cars to pass.  
 And so traveling down a dirt road becomes a bit like danc-
ing: as you spot an oncoming car, you slow, bow to your partner, 
then do-si-do as you both size up the space and distance, figuring 
together who has a little more shoulder somewhere to pull over 
and let the other by. 
 And those of us who drive dirt roads always wave at each other 
as we pass – even if we’ve never met.  These are rare and hu-
man moments in a world where we regularly lock ourselves in a 
couple tons of metal to join hundreds of others in anonymous and 
impersonal traffic.
 We also love driving home in the dark, the only car on the road 
for miles and miles.  But still driving slowly, watching out for the 
deer. 
 You know Dirt Road People when you see us – our cars are 
always dirty. On the wet days, it's the mud kicked up by our tires. 
On the dry days it's the dust – so caked on our rear windows, we 
flip on our windshield wiper to carve out a glimpse of what’s 
coming up behind. When I go into town to shop, mine is the one 
with the MEGAMOM license plates, usually the dirtiest car in the 
parking lot. 
 Dirt keeps us humble.
 A Paul Harvey broadcast began, "What's mostly wrong with 
society today is that too many dirt roads have been paved."  For 
the rest of the story – actually written by good ol’ boy Lee Pitts – 
visit http://www.gideonseniors1959.com/paul_harvey_dirt_roads.
htm
 Sometimes people move here who just don't get it. When the 
seasons do a number and a trip into town feels like driving down a 
washboard, they complain. They want convenient. They want safe 
(as in being able to drive faster). They want paved. 
 Not me. 
 Because there's just so much more to dirt roads than the dirt.  
My prayer is that someday they slow down enough to understand 
– and that no one ever paves over our little dirt road paradise!

Career Opportunity:
The Knights of Columbus is seeking a Field Agent for a career 
opportunity representing their insurance program.  We offer 
a complete benefits package with this full-time position.  In 
order to qualify, one must be eligible for membership in the 
Knights of Columbus.  For more information, please contact 
James E. Ulmer, FICF,CLU, SKC, General Agent at 540-972-
4852 or by email: james.ulmer@kofc.org. 

This is the last weekend the Knights of Columbus will be 
collecting and selling tickets after masses for the 2012 Car 
Raffle.  If you have not already purchased your tickets, 
please do so after mass today by stopping by the table in the 
narthex.  A portion of the proceeds goes towards the parish 
building fund.  Each ticket gives you a chance to win one of 
5 cars including the Honda Odyssey Van on display in front 
of the church.  There are also cash prizes totaling $20,000.  
The deadline for all tickets stubs and money is Monday, 
April 16th.  If you have tickets at home you can mail them to 
the main office or drop them off during the week.

This is Blood Drive Sunday! Help us honor 
Marine Captain Michael Quin and Steve 
D’Elia from 7am -2pm. Join us in provid-
ing prayers and support to both the Quin and 
D’Elia families in this time of sorrow for their 
losses. Walk-ins will be accommodated as the 
schedule permits. The blood drive has been 
extended to 2pm and slots are still available 
after 12 noon to accommodate 10:30am and 
12:30pm Mass attendees. 
Come on down and cheer on our donors and volunteers. Share with 
us this Awesome Act of Kindness, your donation of the Gift of Life. 


