
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-
9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org 

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish com-
munity. You may fill out a registration form in the 
parish office 
during business hours.

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord  

                  
Sunday, April 8, 2012

Happy Easter!



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, APRIL 8, 2012
+ deceased
Sat., April 7 Holy Saturday; Easter Vigil
   8:30 pm New Initiated 
Sun., April 8 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the   
   Lord  
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Anthony and + Antoinette Yanella
 10:30 am Kevin and Ann Lees
 (overflow) + Anthony and + Caroline Fazio
 12:30 pm The McCuistion Family
   6:00 pm + Paul Petro
Mon., April 9 Monday within the Octave of Easter
        9:00 am + Deceased members of the Donovan family
Tue., April 10 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
        6:30 am + Edward Widzinski
Wed., April 11 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
   9:00 am + Deceased members of the D’Elia,  Curran,   
   Butts and Sommer families
Thu., April 12 Thursday within the Octave of Easter
   7:30 pm Franz Englisch
Fri., April 13 Friday within the Octave of Easter
   6:30 am + Deceased members of the Scherf family
 12:00 noon + Daryl Tewell  
Sat., April 14 Saturday within the Octave of Easter
   8:30 pm + Donna Maria Denise
Sat., April 14 Vigil: Sunday of the Divine Mercy
   8:30 pm Susan Fitzgerald 
Sun., April 15   Sunday of the Divine Mercy
   7:00 am People of the Prish
   8:30 am + Michael Quin
 10:30 am The Fisher family
 12:30 pm Garrett Somsen
   6:00 pm + Paul Schratwieser

This Week
Mon., Apr. 9 No RCIA 
Tues., Apr. 10 Catholicism Series - 10am, Parish Hall
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Apr. 11 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
  VBS Meeting - 7pm, Conference Room
Thurs., Apr. 12 Catholicism Series - 7pm, Parish Hall
Sun., Apr. 15 Catholicism Series - 8:45am & 10:30am, 
     Woodgrove HS

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - March 18 $    13,138
In-Pew Offertory - March 25 $    12,749
In-Pew Offertory - April 1  $    15,850
YEAR TO DATE     $  537,903

Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday:  Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15
Sunday:  Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118; 1 Jn 5:1-6; 
  Jn 20:19-31

I shall not die, but live, and declare  the works of the LORD.
— Psalm 118:17

Join St. Francis de Sales 
Parish as we recognize 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 
Meet us in the main 
church at 2:45pm for 
a short talk given by        
Father Escalante. Father 
will then lead us in pray-
ing the Divine Mercy     
Chaplet in song and the 
Holy Rosary.

Next Sunday

Divine Mercy 
Sunday

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord  



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

“Happy Easter…and welcome to our 
new Catholics—lots of them!”

 
Wishing all of you a wonderful celebration of Easter!
 
Easter is the greatest liturgical celebration in our church calen-
dar.  The 3 holy days of Easter include Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday (beginning with the vigil).  And this 
Easter vigil we were generously blessed with 22 new Catholics 
in our parish!  The Gospel message of Jesus continues to bear 
good fruit even some 2,000 years later after his preaching, cru-
cifixion, and resurrection.  We wholeheartedly welcome them 
with open arms here at Saint Francis de Sales Church.  This 
year’s class was personally unique for me because I had met 
nearly every single one of them prior to signing up in the RCIA 
class.  Somewhere along the way we had shared meals, played 
Wii or on the parish softball team, was at the same Super Bowl 
party, rubbed shoulders at CCD, at the same wedding ceremo-
ny, etc.  So if anyone thinks that the Catholic religion is dying 
out in America’s modern society—better think again!  The 
authentic Roman Catholic faith united with Pope Benedict XVI 
in Rome is very much alive right here in our humble “country-
like” parish in Purcellville.
 
Next Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday. It is a Sunday dedicated 
to recognizing the great loving mercy of God.  This day is an 
opportunity for us to receive numerous graces by receiving 
Holy Communion in the state of grace.  Jesus reveals to Saint 
Faustina: “My daughter, tell the whole world about my incon-
ceivable mercy.  I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and a shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On 
that day the very depths of my tender mercy are open.  I pour 
out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach 
the fount of my mercy.  The soul that will go to Confession and 
receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of 
sins and punishment.  Let no soul fear to draw near to me, even 
though its sins be as scarlet” (Diary #699).
 
The parish also invites everyone next Sunday afternoon (April 
15) for the special observance of the Divine Mercy. From 
2:45pm until 4pm we will have Eucharistic Adoration and the 
recitation (chanting) of the Divine Mercy Chaplet (3pm) and 
the Holy Rosary.  Hope to see you there!
      
Your shepherd in Christ,     
Father Escalante

Q.  How is the saint’s name for the parish church decided? –
Sarah Noel, age 8
A.  Since a faith community isn’t in existence yet at the time when 
the bishop asks him to start a new parish, the founding pastor of 
the parish usually select’s the name for the parish.  Someday if 
God ever calls me to start a new parish I would name it …???  
Hmm, I guess it’s like couples that are about to have a baby—
most of them don’t finalize the name until the baby is born!
 
Q.  If Moses’ mother lied about having him, was that a sin? –
Anonymous
A.  You are asking in reference to chapter 2 of Exodus when 
Moses’ mother hid the birth of her son from Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians who sought to kill all the Jewish newborn boys.  There 
was no sin involved there because the complete question that was 
really posed to the Jewish mothers was this:  “Do you have any 
children in your house for us to slaughter and kill by the order of 
Pharaoh?”  Their answer was, of course, a flat out “No” [we don’t 
have children here for you to kill]!  A similar incident happened 
in chapter 1 of Exodus when God was pleased with the Jewish 
midwives for not being completely forthright with Pharaoh and 
refused to kill the newborn babies.  This does not mean that we 
can just freely tell lies if we feel like we have a good reason.  The 
case of the Jewish mothers was not about lying.  This was about 
withholding information from the Egyptian king who had no busi-
ness of knowing.  The information would have led to the massacre 
and killing of innocent children.
 
Q.  Why do we sing at Mass? –Anonymous
A.  We do it because singing hymns is one of the ancient and beau-
tiful forms of praying to God.
 
Q.  Is “intinction” administered by the priest allowed in our 
diocese? –Todd
A.  Yes, at the discretion of the local pastor.  For those who are 
not familiar with intinction, it is a limited form of receiving Holy 
Communion by dipping a part of the sacred host to the consecrat-
ed wine.  It is administered only by the priest (not by an extraordi-
nary minister of communion) and the communicant must receive 
the Eucharist directly in the mouth and never in the hand.
 
Q.  Why did Jesus spend 40 days in the desert? –Kolbee Wis-
niewski and Moira Bauer
A.  To pray and fast in preparation for his public ministry of 
preaching the Gospel.  It was like Jesus going on a spiritual retreat 
before his mission to preach the important message of our salva-
tion.
 
[Last week I misunderstood the question regarding the back-
ground of the Holy Family in the narthex.  The answer according 
to our longtime parishioner and staff member, Janice Rees, is this:  
“The statue was commissioned by Father Martin Schratz back 
in the mid-’90’s. At that time there was not a statue of Mary and 
Joseph in the sanctuary so this statue was commissioned for the 
church.  It was originally in the right wing above the plaque with 
the music selections.” –Thanks, Janice, for catching this!]



Our Military Members:  
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald 
H. Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh, 
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PV2 Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Josephine Ford, Robert Dowl-
ing, Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis Nelson, Rich-
ard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, David Fourney, 
Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, 
Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orn-
dorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR HEALING 
AFTER ABORTION
A “Rachel’s Vineyard” Weekend Retreat is sched-
uled for April 13-15. This retreat offers a beautiful 
opportunity for women who have struggled with 
the emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion to 
experience the mercy and compassion of God. 
They offer a supportive, confidential and non-
judgmental environment where you can begin the 
process of healing. For more info or to register 
please call: (888) 456-HOPE/ 888-456-4673 or 
email:projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org

Spiritual Bouquets  Would you consider 
offering a Spiritual Bouquet on behalf of the wom-
en attending the Retreat?  Spiritual Bouquets &/or 
Letters of Encouragement can now be submitted 
online up to 1 day prior to each retreat.  For more 
information please visit: www.arlingtondiocese.
org/rachel or call 1-888-456-HOPE

Gerald E. Harp, Wednesday, March 28

Bereavement Ministry
This loving ministry offers to host a reception in the parish hall 
for families and friends of a deceased loved one after a funeral. 
There is a core committee of women who will host the reception 
in the parish hall, the food is provided by the larger  ministry of 
people who are on the call list.
Three large receptions were held in the past two weeks, each 
seeming to be professionally catered with plenty of wonderfully prepared food. And it 
was all done by our Bereavement Ministry.
Please consider adding your name to the Bereavement Ministry call list. It is not a com-
mitment to say “yes” when contacted. If, when called, you are able to provide a dish or 
work at the reception, you will be given the pertinent information. If the timing is not con-
venient, for whatever reason, it’s alright to say “Sorry, not this time”, and we’ll just move 
on to the next name on the list. Call Sharon Liddicoatt at 540-338-1795 or sliddicoatt@
aol.com if you would like to be on the call list.
The families of Rich Marks, Steve D’Elia and Gerald Harp are deeply grateful for the 
receptions held for their friends and family recently, and wish to graciously thank 
everyone who was involved.

2012 WORKCAMP FUNDRAISER

9th Annual Charity Golf Outing
Thursday, May 24 at 1pm
at Stoneleigh Golf Course

To sponsor a hole or to play in the 
tournament, please contact Jane 
Treado at janedhs78@aol.com 
Bestball - great prizes 
breakfast and lunch

Attention Envelope Users
It has been brought to our attention that some of the 
monthly envelope packets to not always reach the 
homes.  In the event you do not receive a packet of 
envelopes for a particular month, please notify the 
office.  Thank you.

ADULT CONFIRMATIONS will take place at the Cathedral of St. 
Thomas More in Arlington on Saturday, May 26, 2012 at 7:30pm and on Sunday, May 
27, 2012 at 2:30pm. If you are a high school student or adult who is baptized Catholic, 
but never received the Sacrament of Confirmation please contact Melissa Gobs at 338-
4497 ext. 115.

Saint John’s Catholic Prep will be hosting a spring reception on Thursday, 
April 26th from 7 – 9pm for all families interested in learning more about the school.  
The reception will take place in Gerard and Kris Shanley’s home at 16544 Levade Dr. 
in Leesburg, VA.  Come meet school representatives, students, and families, and learn 
more about a faith-based, college prep education. Please RSVP by April 23rd to 301-
662-4210 or 703-779-7902.  
Saint John’s is a Catholic, coeducational, college preparatory high school located at 889 
Butterfly Lane in Frederick, Maryland.  Prospective parents and students can also visit 
Saint John’s online at www.saintjohnsprep.org.  For more information about admissions, 
please call the school at 301-662-4210 or e-mail admissions@saintjohnsprep.org 



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar

Vacation Bible School planning is underway.  If you 
are a 6th, 7th or 8th grader and would like to volunteer for 
service hours, now is the time to sign up. Do not wait until 
the last minute because these volunteer slots fill up fast. 
We need helpers in our Drama, Craft, Snack and Games, 
Nursery, and team helpers. Email j.rees@saintfrancisparish.
org to sign up. 

Mark your Calendars
VBS is July 9 through July 13

Next VBS meeting is Wednesday, 
April 11 at 7pm in the Conference Room

Sun., April 15 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at Woodgrove  
  Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:35am at Woodgrove
Mon., April 16 Grades 1,2,6 & Special Needs - 4:20pm, at 
  St. Francis
Tue., April 17 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:20pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., April 18 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:20pm, at St. Francis

ANGELS OF LIGHT
Religious Ed Lenten Project 2012

Please continue to pray for your spiritual brother and 
sister. We will continue to collect your donations 

throughout the Easter Season. 
Remember to PRAY as a family for your 

spiritual brother or sister every day.

Sun-Wed, April 8-11 NO CLASS THIS WEEK 1ST HOLY COMMUNION BANNERS
Please check your email for directions on how  your 2nd grader can cre-
ate their 1st Holy Communion Banner. Email Janice at j.rees@saintfran-
cisparish.org if you have any questions regarding this project. All 2nd 
graders are encouraged to create a banner for the display in the church 
on their 1st Holy Communion day.
Banners can be turned into the office or brought to class no later 
than Wednesday, May 2.

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
Teens are welcome to sit in the front 
left 3 rows of church.  
 
No Youth Group - Have a great Easter.  
See you next week at the Workcamp 
meeting.   
 
Feeding the homesess:  High School Students. . . 
Making the food: -  Monday - April 9, 4:30-6pm
Feeding the Homeless -  Tuesday, April 10th, 4:45-7:30pm
   
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting is 
this Sunday, April 15  7-9pm.  Please make every effort to 
be there.  If you have not paid your $150 non refundable 
deposit, it is due at that time.  Also, please bring your reg-
istration papers, all signed.  We are still signing up people so 
if you are not signed up and want to go, please contact me at 
at Janedhs78@aol.com  or just show up at the meeting.  If 
you don't have paperwork, you can pick the packet up at this 
Meeting.  
 
BINGO - Our Feb and March Bingo were  great success'!!  Our 
next Bingo is April 21.  Please join us on Saturday, April 21 for 
a fun evening of Bingo.  The doors will be open at 6pm and the 
games begin at 7pm.  We need your help.  Needed from work-
campers:  Baked goods wrapped to sell.  You did an awesome 
job of bringing in the baked goods.  Can you please please 
please do it again?  Also Needed:  Adult help and teens to help 
before the Bingo and the day of the Bingo.  Please contact me 
to sign up to help.  Can't do this without you. 
  
Help Haiti Lenten Project - Our Youth Group is conduct-
ing a Lenten project to support the young people in Fr. Rick 
Frachette’s orphanage in Haiti.  During lent, we would like you 
to donate money for one item a day for one of the 800 kids 
in Fr. Rick’s orphanage in Haiti. You can recruit your family 
to participate as well.  Bring the money in to the youth group 
after Easter.  Amy Osowski who often volunteers with Fr. 
Rick’s organization in Haiti will deliver the donations to the or-
phanage in Haiti.  You can bring in your donations to the youth 
group next week.  Thanks.
 
Spring Retreat - May 4-6.  Save the date.  Sign up now.  It is 
going to be AWESOME!!!  
 
Golf Tournament - Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We are looking 
for players and sponsors.  For more info contact Jane.



Upcoming CDU Seminar
Grow in your knowledge of the Catholic faith with these three-week online 
seminars @ Catholic Distance University. Tuition is only $30 per seminar and 
the entire seminar is online.
Wisdom Books of the Old Testament
Begins April 16 with Robert Miller, SFO, PhD
Explore the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament – Proverbs, Job, Qohelet, 
Sirach, and Wisdom of Solomon – in this three-week seminar.
Learn more at www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

KEEP LOUDOUN BEAUTIFUL
Please come out and help us by being Environmental stewards! sign up now for 
community service shifts for Keep Loudoun Beautiful's annual town-wide clean 
up Saturday April 14th beginning at 8am (please note this is a time change form 
previous flyers that said 8:30) at the Purcellville town hall. If your group lets us 
know in advance how many people you are bringing and what ages are coming 
it makes it much easier for us to pre-plan routes. At 8am there will be a very brief 
welcome and instruction given as well as supplies passed out. This year we are 
asking that you be sure to return your safety vests as there is no longer a budget 
for these. Bring your own rubber or garden gloves, and wear pants, sneakers and 
bug repellent. Come out for an hour or all four! If you cannot help on that date 
but would still like to help, another April day can be arranged. Thank you! 

Blood Drive Sunday is April 15, from 
7am -2pm and we encourage you 
to donate.  This drive is dedicated in 
honor of Marine Captain Michael 
Quin and in support of the Quin 
family. We are also including Steve 
D’Elia, husband of Lois D’Elia and 
the D’Elia family. Both families share 
a long association with our Blood 
Donor Program and we want to provide prayers and sup-
port in this time of sorrow for their losses. 
The blood drive has been extended to 2pm to permit as 
many as possible to honor both Captain Quin and Steve 
D’Elia. Join us with an Awesome Act of Kindness, your 
donation of the Gift of Life. Inova Blood Donor Services 
shows a significant shortage of blood products. The need 
is urgent and the value priceless. 
The Sign-up list is posted in the narthex for all who at-
tend Mass at St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 540 
338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, www.
inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or scheduling 
information.

Career Opportunity:
The Knights of Columbus is seeking a Field Agent for a 
career opportunity representing their insurance program.  
We offer a complete benefits package with this full-time 
position.  In order to qualify, one must be eligible for 
membership in the Knights of Columbus.  For more 
information, please contact James E. Ulmer, FICF,CLU, 
SKC, General Agent at 540-972-4852 or by email: 
james.ulmer@kofc.org. 

This is the last weekend the Knights 
of Columbus will be collecting and 

selling tickets after masses for the 2012 Car Raffle.  If 
you have not already purchased your tickets, please 
do so after mass today by stopping by the table in the 
narthex.  A portion of the proceeds goes towards the 
parish building fund.  Each ticket gives you a chance 
to win one of 5 cars including the Honda Odyssey Van 
on display in front of the church.  There are also cash 
prizes totaling $20,000.  The deadline for all tickets 
stubs and money is Monday, April 16th.  If you have 
tickets at home you can mail them to the main office or 
drop them off during the week.

Loudoun Vigil for Life
Do you want to bring pro-life witness during this crucial presidential election 
season? Want to help the pro-life movement right here in Loudoun County? Here 
is your chance to help St. John's Pro-Life Group and the Loudoun Vigil for Life 
as we try to expand our outreach this November!
The following positions are open for the Fall 2012 Loudoun Vigil for Life:
• Social Media Coordinator (in charge of the vigil's Twitter and website ac-
counts)
• Director (in charge of dates and necessary legal/organizational planning)
• Outreach Coordinator (in charge of online, press, parochial, and youth out-
reach)
• Historian (in charge of taking pictures of the Loudoun Vigil for Life and send-
ing them to the Social Media Coordinator for website purposes) 
For more information on these positions, visit http://loudounvigilforlife.weebly.
com or email Tatiana Lozano at atyaloz@yahoo.com. God bless and thank you 
for your help!

Contra & Swing Dance Night at 
Saint Veronica's
Calling all young adults in their 20s and 30s!  On Saturday, April 14th, the St. 
Veronica's Young Adult Group is hosting a Contra and Swing Dance Night from 
7:30pm to 11:30pm.  The fun includes lessons by TJ Dhanagom and Easter-
themed light hors d'oeuvres, baked goods, and drinks. Cost is $5; all are welcome.  
The dance will be held in the Parish Hall at St. Veronica's Catholic Church in 
Chantilly, VA; go to the left and back of the Church to get to the Parish Hall.  For 
more details, please contact Carolyn at stveronicaya@gmail.com and/or check 
out the event posting on the group's Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
groups/157963914277215/.



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

A sinner finds healing, grace, mercy and 
peace
 For some, the journey to God is a long and winding road.  Just 
ask Lee Hooks – better known as “Doc” – who’s been sitting in the 
third pew for over a year, but who received his first Holy Commu-
nion at the Easter Vigil early this morning.
 Doc grew up in Alexandria, where he  remembers being 
“dragged, kicking and screaming” to church a few times before his 
parents gave up.  Fast forward to age 35: Living in Lake Tahoe, 
Doc’s life is broken – a failed 3½-week marriage, drug addiction 
and despair.
 “I am slowly realizing how God has watched over me,” Doc 
says today.  “I should have been dead a hundred times. I keep ask-
ing myself, ‘Why?’” 
 Only now can he see God’s hand at work at moments when his 
life was in the balance.  One of those moments was when he called 
his mother to ask “Can I come home?” Home to heal, home to 
pull himself up by the bootstraps and start over.  Still, it would be 
another 20 years before he figured out he was never really alone.
Fast forward again: Doc has now been happily married for 18 years 
to Annie, a woman whose love for animals meant that whenever 
she returned from volunteering at the Animal Shelter, he had to 
check the back seat to see who she’s brought home:  “The ones that 
were hurt, the ones that were unwanted – these were the ones that 
were important to her.”  
 In August, 2010, their happiness was shattered.  Annie was diag-
nosed with Stage Four pancreatic cancer and only months to live.  
Longing to return to the Church, Annie had spent 40 years away 
and was afraid to return.
 Doc asked around, then one day found himself standing outside 
St. Francis de Sales – just looking – when a priest came out. 
When Fr. Escalante introduced himself, Doc poured out the story of 
Annie.  Fr. E came to their house, heard her confession and stayed 
for hours – as he would many times over the next few months.
“I saw this miracle taking place in front of me,” Doc says, “The 
strength and peace she needed to face this trial.”
There was also the blessing of having their civil marriage affirmed 
with a special ceremony in October. Every Sunday, the couple 
came to Mass together, sitting in the third pew, Doc walking Annie

 Doc continued going to Mass, sitting in their special spot in 
the third pew. “It made me feel closer to her,” he says. 
 Then last Easter, he arrived too late and had to stand in the 
back.  When his arthritis started acting up, he slipped into the 
oratory to light a candle.  Looking up at the Cross, he said, “I 
don’t know what to do.”
 “You know what to do,” God said to him.  
 Finally, on Pentecost, Fr. Tewes in his homily said the words 
Doc needed to hear: “The worse sinner you are, the more God 
loves you.”
 “I’ve done a lot in my life I’m not proud of,” Doc says. “I 
thank God for not giving up on me. Over the last few years, 
I’ve had a slow awakening – slow because God knew that if 
he pushed me too hard, I would rebel.  He gently led me to the 
trough and when I was ready I took a drink.”
 Doc joined RCIA and began reading the Bible for the first 
time.  “One thing I love about the church is that everyone un-
derstands we’re human and we’re sinners. “ One favorite story 
is that when Jesus rebukes the Pharisees and the Saducees:
 “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. . .  I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice. . . For I have not come to call the righ-
teous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:11-13)
 Annie, who also had a heart for the hurt and unwanted, 
would understand.  And is sure to find joy that her beloved Doc 
has found healing, grace, mercy and peace in the arms of the 
church this Easter.

 up so she could receive Communion. On the Sunday when she 
was finally too ill to come, Annie worried, but Doc reassured 
her that Fr. Escalante would notice.  Sure enough, he was at 
their door a short time later, bringing her Communion.
 And Doc will not forget in early December as Annie was 
taking her leave, slipping in and out of consciousness, when she 
opened her eyes to see Fr. E at her bedside.
 “Why are you here?” she asked, “Annie, I’m here to give 
you the Last Rites,” Fr. E said. “You are? Oh, good,” Annie said 
with a radiant smile.
 Annie died that night, but her story lived on in Fr. E’s homi-
lies.  Many hearts were touched and some who’d strayed came 
back to church when they heard Annie’s story.


