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Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org - NEW WEBSITE

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office during 
business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion                  Sunday, April 1, 2012

Spring morning at St. Francis de Sales



Readings for the Week

Masses for the Week
SUNDAY, 

APRIL 1, 2012
+ deceased
Sat., Mar. 31 Lenten Weekday
   9:00 am + Alex Graf
Sat., Mar. 31 Vigil:Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
     5:00 pm + John Madison Haye
Sun., April 1 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Howard Powell
 10:30 am + Cory Welti
 12:30 pm The Malone Family
   6:00 pm + Marilyn Dueppen
Mon., April 2 Monday of Holy Week
        9:00 am + Patricia Howard
Tue., April 3 Tuesday of Holy Week
        6:30 am + Michael Kunisch
Wed., April 4 Wednesday of Holy Week
   9:00 am + Grant Cain
Thu., April 5 Holy Thursday
   7:30 pm No Intention 
Sat., April 7 Holy Saturday; Easter Vigil
   8:30 pm New Initiated 
Sun., April 8 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the   
   Lord  
   7:00 am People of the Parish
   8:30 am + Anthony and + Antoinette Yanella
 10:30 am Kevin and Ann Lees
 (overflow) + Anthony and + Caroline Fazio
 12:30 pm The McCuistion Family
   6:00 pm + Paul Petro

This Week

Tuesday
Confessions - 6:30-8pm

Wednesday
Confessions - 6:30-8pm

Holy Week Tenebrae Service - 8 pm
The “Tenebrae” service dates from the Middle Ages 
and recreates the emotional aspects of the Passion. 
The word “Tenebrae” is the Latin word meaning 
darkness and shadows. Come and experience this 

powerful telling of Jesus’s suffering and death.

TRIDUUM

Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:30pm

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until Midnight

Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
Living Stations of the Cross - 3pm

Liturgy of the Word, Adoration of the Holy Cross
and Holy Communion - 7:30pm

Please note! There will be no 
Eucharistic Adoration on Good Friday

Holy Saturday 
8:30 pm - Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of Our Lord - Mass Times   
7 am, 8:30 am,10:30 am (Church and Hall),

12:30 pm, 6 pm Teen Mass

 Holy Week Events

Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord

[Christ Jesus] humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.

— Philippians 2:8

Monday:  Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11
Tuesday:  Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25
Thursday: Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; Ps 116;
  1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15
Friday:  Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31; Heb 4:14-16;
  5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:4
Saturday:  a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a];
  b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18];
  c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1;   d) Is 54:5-14;
  e) Is 55:1-11;   f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4;
  g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28;
  h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Mk 16:1-7
Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118; Col 3:1-4
  or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9
  or Mk 16:1-7 or (at an afternoon or evening  
  Mass) Lk 24:13-35

Mon., Apr. 2 RCIA - 7:30pm, Oratory Room
Tues., Apr. 3 No Catholocism Series or Bible Study
Wed., Apr. 4 No Charismatic Prayer Group
  Soulstitch - 9:30am, parish hall 
Thurs., Apr. 5 No Catholocism Series
Sun., Apr. 8 No Catholocism Series 



a   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  If we are eating Jesus in the Eucharist for communion, 
doesn’t that make us cannibals? –Anonymous
A.  Cannibals eat dead people and Catholics do not.  When 
we eat or consume the Eucharist at Holy Communion we are 
receiving Jesus as the living God.  He is truly alive the whole 
time.  As the Lord says, “I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the 
world” (John 6:51).
 
Q.  What is the background of the beautiful Holy Fam-
ily statue above the glass doors entrance to the church? 
–Meghan C.
A.  That is the architect’s rendering image of our soon-to-be 
built new parish center.  If all goes well we could be as close 
to announce groundbreaking in about 2 months!
 
Q.  My mom never brings us to church.  When she decides 
to go she always ends up getting ready to leave halfway 
through the Mass.  Does that count that I am sinning as in 
not going to church at all? –K.F.B., age 9
A.  Many other kids in the same situation feel bad like you 
and I really wish there was something more I could do to 
help you.  I can only imagine the difficulty you have in trying 
to live for God.  I suggest that you pray to God and then have 
a nice talk with your mom about the importance of going to 
Mass regularly.  It is the Lord’s 3rd commandment, “Re-
member to keep the Lord’s Day (Sabbath) holy.”  Be assured 
that you are not sinning for missing Mass or for leaving early 
because at 9 years old you don’t have the means on your own 
to go to church.  However, unless your mom has a very seri-
ous reason it would be a serious sin for her.
 
Q.  Were the gates of hell open while heaven’s gates were 
not after the fall of Adam and Eve? –Regina Terreri
A.  Yes, the gates of hell appears to have been always open 
for (bad) business.  When we read Numbers 16:12-35 in the 
Old Testament we learn about the fate of the people who 
rebelled against God and Moses in the desert on their journey 
to the Promised Land.  They were punished by God and were 
taken down straight to hell (netherworld in some translations) 
when the ground “swallowed” them and then closed itself.
 
Q.  Do the priests share the same room in the rectory? –
Katie
A.  No.  Rectories are usually built with individual bedrooms 
and bathrooms for the priests.  It’s like having a mini apart-
ment except that we do share the common rooms such as the 
living room, dining room and, of course, the kitchen!
 
Q.  Is Jesus and God the same? –Anonymous
A.  Yes.  God is the Holy Trinity—three persons in one God:  
God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy 
Spirit.

WARNING!  WARNING!  WARNING!
Pornography has taken over the lives of many…

including the young!
    This stern warning is a plea for everyone to take seriously the problem 
with pornography.  It has ruined marriages, careers, healthy social relationships, 
and sadly, childhood and adolescent development.  What you will read here 
may shock you but out of desperation I found it necessary to write about it be-
cause the effects of this sin has gone viral even among the good people of God.  
The serious sin of pornography has become a challenge for priests to even help 
those who got caught in this web of satan and are having a difficult time freeing 
themselves from this slavery of the flesh.  It is my hope that during this Holy 
Week and Easter season many would make a defining effort to turn away from 
pornography and, if necessary, get spiritual advice or professional help.
  Spiritual writes and theologians have long believed that the most serious 
sins committed are those against the sins of impurity (6th & 9th Command-
ments).  Confessors agree with this wholeheartedly based on the repetitive sins 
mentioned by the penitents.  Heaven seems to give credence to this because 
back in 1917 Our Lady of Fatima revealed to one of the seers, Blessed Jacinta 
Marto, that “More souls go to hell because of sins of the flesh than for any 
other reason.”
  How serious is this problem in parishes?  Last October a seminar was of-
fered to aid the priests in the battle against those who are caught up in pornog-
raphy.  It truly is a spiritual warfare and, unfortunately, the church does not have 
the upper hand on this.  We’ve lost a number of souls already because it is very 
difficult to compete against a vast powerful media that promotes the deadly sin 
of lust everywhere from movies, to commercials, fashion, internet, cable tv, 
music, electronic games, smartphones, etc.  The little voice of conscience that the 
church has is often ridiculed or squelched as much as possible.  The facilitator at 
the seminar shared a study with us that it is not unusual that somewhere from 40-
60% of the men in any given Sunday congregation has a problem with pornogra-
phy—including many of our youth.  Porno has gotten quite a stranglehold in our 
society that it has become more popular than America’s pastime, baseball!  The 
convenience and privacy of the internet has become the main source for the fast 
spread of pornography.  Addiction to pornography is real and it predominantly 
affects men (though recent study also shows that there is a significant increase 
among women as well because their men don’t have time for them due to por-
nography).  Hopefully, after reading all of this, the men affected by this problem 
would man up and admit that it’s time to walk away and turn to way of the Lord.  
Jesus says, “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6).   And if you find an irresistible strong urge to use 
the internet to watch porn, try these:  www.PornHarms.com,  www.moralityinme-
dia.org,  and www.purehope.net.
  And sadly, many parents today are not aware that their own regular church-
going kids are addicted to pornography.  Some were exposed to porn by hearing 
it from their peers, others through curious browsing and, most unfortunately, 
others stumbled upon this from their father’s (or other relative’s) computer.  The 
website from Morality in Media is a useful site that parents can learn from to 
safeguard their kids from indecent internet exposure.  It is the nation’s oldest 
anti-pornography organization and was founded in 1962 by a Jesuit priest, Father 
Morton Hill.  As a pastoral advice, it would be very wise for parents to take a 
proactive measure now to monitor their kids’ use of the internet media.  Just plac-
ing a filter in the computer would not be sufficient.  It is a terrible situation when 
the youth has gone undetected for quite some time with pornography addiction.  
It often reaches a point where a simple confession would not suffice to solve the 
problem.  It would require a combination of confession and the help of a profes-
sional counselor that could take a long time for rehabilitation.

(continued next page)
  



Our Military Members:  
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald 
H. Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh, 
Capt. Chuck Marshall, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
PV2 Tim Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Josephine Ford, Robert Dowl-
ing, Sadie Grace Ablard, Francis Nelson, Rich-
ard Lynch, Father Tom Cassidy, David Fourney, 
Marilyn Dueppen, Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 
Ruth Robinson, Joan Canan, James Sullivan, 
Grant Cain, Capt. Michael Quin, Angelina Orn-
dorff, Ashton Mahnke, Steve D’Elia

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

SOULSTITCH: We’re half way there at 51% for the Workcamp shawls. Shawls 
are needed before June 24th. Please knit or crochet prayer shawls or lap blankets for our 
Workcampers to give to their residents in Ocean View, Delaware this summer.  A prayer 
shawl should be 18-24" wide by 60" long, and a lap blanket should be about 45" square.  
You may help yourself to yarn in the downstairs closets.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Jane Treado at janedhs78@aol.com.
The next Soulstitch will meet Wednesday, April 4 from 9:30-11:30am in St. Francis' hall. 
We will be selecting colors for Mary Shawls.

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR HEALING AFTER ABORTION
A “Rachel’s Vineyard” Weekend Retreat is scheduled for April 13-15. This retreat offers 
a beautiful opportunity for women who have struggled with the emotional or spiritual 
pain of an abortion to experience the mercy and compassion of God. They offer a sup-
portive, confidential and non-judgmental environment where you can begin the process 
of healing. For more info or to register please call: (888) 456-HOPE/ 888-456-4673 or 
email:projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org

Spiritual Bouquets  Would you consider offering a Spiritual Bouquet on behalf 
of the women attending the Retreat?  Spiritual Bouquets &/or Letters of Encouragement 
can now be submitted online up to 1 day prior to each retreat.  For more information 
please visit: www.arlingtondiocese.org/rachel or call 1-888-456-HOPE

1,677 pounds of food was 
collected last month. 
God Bless those who 

feed the hungry.

Naomi Magliato, April 28, 2011
Hailey Alepa - April 22, 2010
Frank Udy – April 28, 2009

William Whitehurst – April 16, 2009
John Lindsay – April 22, 2008
Robert Driscoll – April 2, 2005

Patrick Vaughan, Jr. – April 10, 2005
John Walsh – April 29, 2005

Robert Zuber, Sr.   – April 17, 2004
Earl Hall – April 3, 2004

Jeanette Henriksen – April 24, 2002
James Rowley, Jr. – April 7, 2000
Robert Remuzzi – April 20, 2000
Henriette Begley – April 12, 1996
Mary W. Holden – April 11, 1995 

Genevieve Mallon – April 15, 1995
Joan Devereux – April 30, 1994
Evelyn Boswell – April 2, 1989

Marie (Bentley) Lyon – April 9, 1987

Below are the names of people along with 
the date of death from our parish since the 
time St. Francis de Sales became a parish 
in 1967. Scripture tells us to pray for the 
living and the dead. Let us commend to 
the Lord’s mercy the following:

Joseph R. Pope - March 21, 2012

Food may be left in the trailer 
or in the narthex

Special Easter Sunday

Share Sunday

(continued from previous page)
The diocesan Youth Ministry is sponsoring a couple of free evening seminars this month 
designed to help the parents to be aware and/or deal with the problem of pornography among 
the youth.  It is titled, “Raising Children in a Sexualized Culture” presented by a representative 
from PureHope.  Please see the enclosed bulletin flyer for more details.
  I could have written a lot more on this subject but will hold off until another time.  There 
are plenty of helpful materials right now in this column for starters.  Our ultimate goal in this 
life is to see God with our eyes of faith and be holy.  This vision can only be attained if we 
sincerely try to keep our hearts as close to being pure.  For as Jesus teaches us from his sermon 
on the mount, “Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8).
 
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar

Vacation Bible School planning is underway.  If you 
are a 6th, 7th or 8th grader and would like to volunteer for 
service hours, now is the time to sign up. Do not wait until 
the last minute because these volunteer slots fill up fast. We 
need helpers in our Drama, Craft, Snack and Games, and 
team helpers. Email j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org to sign up. 

Mark your Calendars
VBS is July 9 through July 13

ANGELS OF LIGHT
Religious Ed Lenten Project 2012

Please continue to pray for your spiritual brother and 
sister. We will continue to collect your donations 

throughout the Easter Season. 
Remember to PRAY as a family for your 

spiritual brother or sister every day.

Sun-Wed, April 1-4 NO CLASS THIS WEEK 
Sun-Wed, April 8-11 NO CLASS THIS WEEK

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
Teens are welcome to sit in the front left 
three rows of church.  
 
Youth Group - Next Youth Group is April 
1st.  7-10pm.  All high school teens welcome.  Bring friends!   Our 
Youth Night on April 1st we might watch The Passion of Christ.  
If you want to watch this, you will need permission from your 
parents.  The movie is rated R due to violence.  This movie is 2.26 
hours so plan to stay late.  You don't have school the next day 
because it is the first day of Spring Break.  We will probably be 
done around 10pm.
   
Workcamp Meeting -   Our next Workcamp Meeting is this Sun-
day, April 15  7-9pm.  Please make every effort to be there.  If 
you have not paid your $150 non refundable deposit, it is due at 
that time.  Also, please bring your registration papers, all signed.  
We are still signing up people so if you are not signed up and want 
to go, please contact me at at Janedhs78@aol.com  or just show 
up at the meeting.  
 
BINGO - Our Feb and March Bingo were  great success'!!  Our 
next Bingo is April 21.  Please join us on Saturday, April 21 for 
a fun evening of Bingo.  The doors will be open at 6pm and the 
games begin at 7pm.  We need your help.  Needed from work-
campers:  Baked goods wrapped to sell.  You did an awesome job 
of bringing in the baked goods.  Can you please please please do 
it again?  Also Needed:  Adult help and teens to help before the 
Bingo and the day of the Bingo.  Please contact me to sign up to 
help.  Can't do this without you. 
 
Living Stations of the Cross -  Teen Needed. You will not have 
any speaking lines except for one line by Jesus. If you are inter-
ested in being a part of this very special event, please contact 
Kevin Bills at kevin@kbills.com or you can contact me.The Sta-
tions will be held on Good Friday, April 6th at 3pm.  
 
Steubenville - We now have 7 spots open for the Steubenville 
retreat, Please let me know if you are interested . This is a very 
Spirit Filled Conference for high school teens and it is held in 
Steubenville, Ohio.  You will join thousands of students from all 
around the country and you stay in the dorms.  It is truly a won-
derful experience.  Please let me know if you are interested. 
 
Help Haiti Lenten Project - Our Youth Group is conducting a 
Lenten project to support the young people in Fr. Rick Frach-
ette’s orphanage in Haiti.  During lent, we would like you to donate 
money for one item a day for one of the 800 kids in Fr. Rick’s 
orphanage in Haiti.  You can recruit your family to participate as 
well.  Bring the money in to the youth group after Easter. 
Spring Retreat - Discipleship.  May 4-6.  Sign up now.  It is going 
to be AWESOME!!!  It is in the Shenandoah Mountains near JMU.  
 
Golf Tournament - Thursday, May 24th, 1pm. We are looking for 
sponsors.  For more info contact Jane.

1ST HOLY COMMUNION BANNERS
Please check your email for directions on how  your 2nd grader can 
create their 1st Holy Communion Banner. Email Janice at j.rees@
saintfrancisparish.org if you have any questions regarding this 
project. All 2nd graders are encouraged to create a banner for the 
display in the church on their 1st Holy Communion day.
Banners can be turned into the office or brought to class no 
later than Sunday, April 29 or Monday, April 30



Upcoming CDU Seminar
Grow in your knowledge of the Catholic faith with these three-week online 
seminars @ Catholic Distance University. Tuition is only $30 per seminar and 
the entire seminar is online.
Wisdom Books of the Old Testament
Begins April 16 with Robert Miller, SFO, PhD
Explore the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament – Proverbs, Job, Qohelet, 
Sirach, and Wisdom of Solomon – in this three-week seminar.
Learn more at www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

Just a reminder that all ticket stubs and 
money for the 2012 Car Raffle are due 
by April 16th.  Don't miss out on an 

opportunity to win one of 5 new cars or a cash prize and 
help raise money for the parish building fund.  Stubs 
and money can be returned by mail in the envelop 
provided, dropped in the church office during the week, 
or dropped in the box in the narthex after all masses.  If 
paying by check, please remember to make the check 
payable to "St. Francis de Sales Church".  Additional 
tickets are available after all masses for purchase or to 
take with you and sell.

KEEP LOUDOUN BEAUTIFULPlease come out and help us 
by being Environmental stewards! sign up now for community service shifts for 
Keep Loudoun Beautiful's annual town-wide clean up Saturday April 14th begin-
ning at 8am (please note this is a time change form previous flyers that said 8:30) 
at the Purcellville town hall. If your group lets us know in advance how many 
people you are bringing and what ages are coming it makes it much easier for 
us to pre-plan routes. At 8am there will be a very brief welcome and instruction 
given as well as supplies passed out. This year we are asking that you be sure to 
return your safety vests as there is no longer a budget for these. Bring your own 
rubber or garden gloves, and wear pants, sneakers and bug repellent. Come out 
for an hour or all four! If you cannot help on that date but would still like to help, 
another April day can be arranged. Thank you! 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST TODAY
The cost is a freewill offering and all proceeds go to 
help local charities. The Breakfast includes Pan-
cakes, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Orange Juice and 
Coffee. Breakfast is served after the 7am, 8:30am 
and 10:30am masses. All are invited.

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA CD OF THE WEEK
 New CDs have been added to the Lighthouse Catholic Media display in the 
Narthex, including an excellent companion to Holy Week: "Glimpses Along the 
Way of the Cross." In these three beautiful talks, Fr. James Shea guides us along 
the Stations of the Cross, teaching us how to better open our hearts to the suffer-
ing and loneliness of Jesus on His way to Calvary. Weaving together the insights 
of keen believers like Fr. Richard Neuhaus, Caryll Houselander, Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen, and Dr. James Edwards, these powerful meditations take us into 
the depths of Christ's agony, and back out again into the relief and joy of what 
His sacrifice means for us.
 The suggested donation amount of $3 per CD helps fund future orders of 
Lighthouse Catholic Media CDs. Thank you for your continued support of this 
ministry!

Calling all 6th, 7th & 8th graders
Did you hear about the awesome “Amazing Grace Race” last Sunday at Saint 
Francis?  Forty (40) kids participated in our inaugural event for the middle 
school youth program.  Many more of you filled out surveys to help us deter-
mine what YOU are most interested in. Want to join in the next event?  Parents, 
want to help out?  Just let us know and keep 
watching the bulletin for upcoming activities. 
We’ll be having something new every month.  
Plus, we still need a name for our group. Any 
suggestions?  Send us an e-mail at Billy and Beth 
Ann McRoberts at BMcRoberts@Starpower.net 

Blood Drive Sunday is April 15, from 7am 
-2pm and we encourage you to donate.  
This drive is dedicated in honor of Marine 
Captain Michael Quin and in support of the 
Quin family. We are also including Steve 
D’Elia, husband of Lois D’Elia and the 
D’Elia family. Both families share a long 
association with our Blood Donor Program 
and we want to provide prayers and support in this time 
of sorrow for their losses. 
The blood drive has been extended to 2pm to permit 
as many as possible to honor both Captain Quin and 
Steve D’Elia. Join us with an Awesome Act of Kindness, 
your donation of the Gift of Life. Inova Blood Donor 
Services shows a significant shortage of blood products. 
The need is urgent and the value priceless. 
The Sign-up list is posted in the narthex for all who 
attend Mass at St. Francis de Sales. Call Rachel Brill at 
540 338-6313 or register at the Inova eDonor website, 
www.inovabloodsaves.org, for appointments or schedul-
ing information.

 Thank you for supporting our Lenten Friday Nite Fish 
Fry!
 We’d like to thank all of our volunteers and especially 
our cooks, Tim and Joyce Sparbanie, for their dedication to 
making these suppers a success.
 We served an average of 132 suppers each 
week, proceeds of which to go to support the 
Building Our Faith fund.

No Fish Fry on Good Friday



Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

Making Easter Real for Little Ones

  One of the many reasons I love the Catholic Church is because 
it meets us on all levels – spiritual, intellectual, emotional and physi-
cal.  As a former evangelical, I am grateful for the bells and smells 
and the images that impress our faith through the senses. God has 
given us so much to be grateful for in the gift of His church.
  Parents can be especially grateful for the Catholic Church is 
a perfect spiritual setting for children.  As a Montessori teacher I 
learned that the sensorial impressions children receive in the first six 
years lay the foundation future knowledge.  The rich tradition of the 
church is something that will stay with our children forever.  Our 
responsibility is to help our children connect with those traditions by 
reinforcing them – bringing them to life at home
  Books with lots of pictures are a must for children to understand 
Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  For preschoolers, go easy on the tor-
turous events leading to the Crucifixion as they could be too intense 
and upsetting. Concentrate on the tomb - finding it empty holds a lot 
of drama for children.    
  But keep in mind that young children are not abstract thinkers.  
As Maria Montessori recognized, they learn through doing.  Here 
is a three dimensional tradition that will give your children a richer 
experience of the Resurrection:

Easter Brunch Menu

Fruit Salsa served with  Bagel Chips
Jean’s Layered Salad
Green Beans and Potatoes with Pesto
Farm Potatoes  
Eggs in Purgatory 
Egg Sausage Bake
Sticky Buns  
Jewish Coffee Cake 
Strawberry Champagne Cocktail                            

Easter Diorama
  Using rocks, clay or papier mache, construct a tomb and a stone.  
Create a scene, as simple or elaborate as you wish, of Jesus’ burial site.  
Make or look through the toybox for plastic figures to represent Jesus 
and the guards.  Wrap Jesus in a shroud (gauze from the medicine cabi-
net is perfect), place him in the tomb on Friday.  Roll the stone in front 
of the opening of the tomb, using appropriate vocalizations to show 
how heavy it is.  Now station the guards in front.  No one is to touch 
the stone, although with the children’s help, the guards may march 
back and forth to stretch their legs.  
  On Easter morning the children should find that during the night 
the stone was rolled away.  The guards are lying outside the tomb, the 
gauzy shroud is inside, but Jesus is gone!       
  Read whichever Biblical account fits your children’s ages or at-
tention spans - some gospels have more information than others. Then 
“discover” the Jesus figure nearby.  Now the words have meaning: 
“He is risen!” “He is risen indeed!”

~~~~~~~~~~~

Great music for the week leading up to Easter:  Handel’s Messiah, 
which is based on the foretelling of the life of Jesus - his birth, death, 
and resurrection – and composed entirely of Scripture.  Read the 
specific scriptures at http://gfhandel.org/messiahlibretto.htm

Happy Easter!

You can make these recipes and more if you have the Saint Francis de Sales 
Daily Bread Cookbook, available in the Church Office or after 6pm Mass. 
Dress up your table with a Custom Menu available with the purchase of a 
book. Contact Jane for your copy at janedhs78@aol.com. Make a yummy
Easter brunch and support Workcamp at the same time!!

Easter Brunch Menu

Fruit Salsa served with  Bagel Chips
Jean’s Layered Salad
Green Beans and Potatoes with Pesto
Farm Potatoes  
Eggs in Purgatory 
Egg Sausage Bake
Sticky Buns  
Jewish Coffee Cake 
Strawberry Champagne Cocktail                            

Contra & Swing Dance Night at 
Saint Veronica's
Calling all young adults in their 20s and 30s!  On 
Saturday, April 14th, the St. Veronica's Young Adult 
Group is hosting a Contra and Swing Dance Night 
from 7:30pm to 11:30pm.  The fun includes les-
sons by TJ Dhanagom and Easter-themed light hors 
d'oeuvres, baked goods, and drinks. Cost is $5; all 
are welcome.  The dance will be held in the Parish 
Hall at St. Veronica's Catholic Church in Chantilly, 
VA; go to the left and back of the Church to get to the 
Parish Hall.  For more details, please contact Carolyn 
at stveronicaya@gmail.com and/or check out the 
event posting on the group's Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/groups/157963914277215/.

Free Help for the Unemployed 
Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catho-
lic Charities ministry that assists people who are 
unemployed or under-employed. CAN provides free 
resume reviews, practice job interviews and network-
ing opportunities. Join us every Thursday evening, 
from 7-9 p.m. at the St. Martin De Porres Senior 
Center, 4650 Taney Avenue in Alexandria.


