
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org - NEW WEBSITE

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office during 
business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Sunday, February 19, 2012

“February Winter 2012”



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2012
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time + deceased

Sat., Feb. 18 Weekday
   9:00 am + Ivan and Dorothy Ellis
Sat., Feb. 18 Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
     5:00 pm + Sylvia Brennan
Sun., Feb. 19 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am Theresa Cherry and family
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am + Dale Mull
 12:30 pm + Salvatore Avallone
   6:00 pm + Joan Canan
Mon., Feb. 20 Weekday
        9:00 am The Colville Family 
Tue., Feb. 21 Weekday
        6:30 am + Rev. Gerard Ramotso
Wed., Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday
   6:30 am + Tom Walbroehl
   9:00 am + Joanna Derby
   7:00 pm The Crawford Family
Thu., Feb. 23 Lenten Weekday
   6:30 am + Deceased members of the D’Elia, Curran,
   Butts and Sommer Families
Fri., Feb. 24 Lenten Weekday
   6:30 am Father Daniel Mode
 12:00 noon + Joan Lettieri
Sat., Feb. 25 Lenten Weekday
   9:00 am +Edward Sweeney
Sat., Feb. 25 Vigil: First Sunday of Lent
     5:00 pm The Martin Family
Sun., Feb. 26 First Sunday of Lent
   7:00 am + William Hildbold
   8:30 am + Samuel Bender
 10:30 am + Ruth Robinson
 12:30 pm People of the Parish
   6:00 pm + Louise Rees

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - February 12 $    13,281
YEAR TO DATE     $  444,271
2nd Collection   $      2,710
Parish Giving for January:
           Offertory                             $   $18,124

This Week
Mon., Feb. 20 NO RCIA
Tue., Feb. 21 Catholicism Series - 10am, Parish Hall
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Feb. 22 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Feb. 23 Catholicism Series - 7pm, Parish Hall
Sun., Feb. 26 Catholicism Series - 8:45am & 10:30am, WHS

It is I, I, who wipe out, for my own sake, your offenses;
your sins I remember no more.

— Isaiah 43:25

Monday:  Jas 3:13-18; Mk 9:14-29
Tuesday:  Jas 4:1-10; Mk 9:30-37
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; 
  Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25
Friday:  Is 58:1-9a; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15

Mass Times
6:30am, 9am, 7pm

ABSTINENCE AND FASTING     
 Everyone over 14 years of age is bound to observe the law of 
abstinence. ABSTINENCE from meat is to be observed on all 
Fridays within the season of Lent and Passiontide and on Ash 
Wednesday.
     On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, everyone over 18 and 
up to the beginning of their 60th year is also bound to observe 
the law of FAST. On these two days, only one full meatless 
meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to main-
tain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs; but 
together they should not equal another full meal.
     Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, therefore, are the only 
days of both fast and abstinence.

Mass 6:30am and 12 noon
Confessions 10:45-11:45am
Stations of the Cross 7:30pm

The Light is On For You
Each Catholic parish in the Diocese of Arlington and the 
Archdiocese of Washington will have Confessions available 
every Wednesday evening from 6:30pm-8pm. If you have been 
reluctant to come to the Sacrament or have been away for 
some time, this is a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with 
Christ and His Church. Learn more at www.the-light-is-on.
org.



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 
Q.  Why do we have to go to confession to get our sins forgiven?  Does 
it count if we tell God our sins at home? –Julie Hormes, 13 years old
A.  When we do something wrong that is small or no big deal we usu-
ally feel bad and not worry about it.  But when we do something wrong 
that is really big it is not enough to just ‘forgive’ ourselves.  Some 
other legitimate authority (e.g., parents, teacher, principal, judge, etc.) 
is called upon to make the situation right for us again.  It is no different 
when we offend God in a big way.  A priest is what God designated 
as an agent or minister to ‘reset’ our souls back into a good clean state 
again.  Jesus first gave the power to forgive to the apostles on Easter 
night when he declared, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you for-
give are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (John 
20:22-23). He would not have given anyone the authority to forgive 
sins if the people could just confess directly to God.  For those who 
committed big (mortal) sins, the ones that could lead us to hell if we 
died with these sins unconfessed, one needs to go to a priest to receive 
the sacrament of penance in order to be reconciled with God.  But for 
those who committed only minor (venial) sins, they could go directly 
to God and tell him they are sorry.  But it is always a good idea to go to 
a priest for confession even if we only have venial sins to confess.  It is 
a great feeling to know that we are guaranteed forgiveness when we go 
to confession.  We really know that God has removed our guilt when 
someone actually tells us that our sins have been forgiven.  We should 
always look upon the sacrament of penance as God’s gift of forgive-
ness.
 
Q.  When do you have confessions? –Brie, 11 years old
A.  The normal confession schedule at our parish is as follows:  Friday 
(10:45-11:45 AM) and Saturday (8-8:30 AM, 3:30-4:30 PM).  The 
priests are also available by appointment.  During Wednesdays of Lent 
confession is available in all the parishes in the Arlington diocese and 
Washington archdiocese from 6:30-8 PM.
 
Q. Why do we have flowers in the church? –Beth Hogan
A.  One of the ways we keep our homes beautiful is to decorate 
it with flowers.  Oftentimes people bring flowers to the home they are 
visiting as a sign of honor.  The church is God’s house and temple and 
we are his guests.  The flowers are placed in church as our way to honor 
God in his own house.  Making the church look beautiful is our way 
of giving honor and glory to God.  Since everything belongs to God, 
especially the beautiful flowers in the world, it is only appropriate that 
flowers are picked from his garden and brought inside his house!
 
Q.  What do altar boys do? –‘Anonymous kid’
A.  They actually have a unique job of exclusively serving the priest or 
bishop celebrating the Mass.  All the other ministries at Mass are called 
upon to help the priest serve the congregation (e.g., lectors, Extraordi-
nary Ministers of Communion, ushers, choir, greeters, etc.).  One of the 
reasons the ministry of altar servers was created centuries ago was to 
inspire the young men to become priests someday.  Today about 75% 
of the priests who are being ordained were once altar boys.  After all 
these years altar serving is still by far the most successful way to inspire 
and recruit young men to the priesthood! 

February 19, 2012

 
“2,000 years later, governments still try to suppress the 

words of Jesus!”
 
 One would think that today’s governments, who are 
supposedly are better now in understanding history, would 
have learned that it is futile to suppress the teachings of the 
Catholic Church.  Regardless of whether it was the pagan 
Roman Emperors, Attila the Hun, Napoleon Bonaparte, King 
Henry VIII et al, the Catholic Church has withstood the test of 
time in overcoming every single oppressors of our faith as she 
continues to consistently proclaim the Gospel truth of Jesus 
Christ.  It is very sad that the latest government that is trying to 
subvert the Catholic Church is coming from the United States 
of America.

 In reality, the recent government mandate coming 
from the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services is an attack 
against religious liberty as a whole.  Forcing faith-based orga-
nizations to cover contraception, sterilization, and abortifacient 
drugs is totally unacceptable in the Catholic Church.  Other 
faiths have rejected what is taking place right now because they 
recognize this as an infringement against the moral conscience 
of religious persons.  Our bishops rejected the recent “conces-
sion” from the president because it does not really substan-
tially change anything from the previous one.  Please read the 
enclosed letter from Bishop Loverde.  If you’d like to read 
more on specific details of the Catholic Church’s rejection of 
the mandate please go to the following website links:  http://
usccbmedia.blogspot.com/, http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/
religious-liberty/conscience-protection/bishops-renew-call-to-
legislative-action-on-religious-liberty.cfm, http://vacatholic.
org/. 
 
 In the meantime, let us continue to pray, fast and take 
action to inform our government regarding our objection to the 
recent mandate that attempts to force our church to compro-
mise our faith.
 
    

    Your shepherd in Christ,
    Father Escalante



Our Military Members:  
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald 
H. Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh, 
Capt. Chuck Marshall, Capt. Michael 
Quin, PFC Brandon Badura, Spc Edward Regan 
Jr., Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III, PFC Sean 
Milam, Lcpl John Owen Patterson, Airman 1st 
Class Pete Buxton; FSO Chuck Marshall, PV2 
Sean Zurschmeide, PV2 Ryan Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Mary Gillespie-Miles, Ruth 
Joyce Holland, Naomi Magliato, Josephine 
Ford, Robert Dowling, Sadie Grace Ablard, 
Francis Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom 
Cassidy, David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, 
Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor, 

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ... February 24

The Friday Nite Fish Fry
Is Back!
Fridays evenings in Lent ~ 5:30 - 7:15pm
Available for carry-out or eat-in 

$8 /plate ~ includes Fish and Chips and coleslaw
Desserts available extra

Bring the family and enjoy parish fellowship!  

Invitation to Become an Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion
 In order to continue this wonderful opportunity here at St. Francis de Sales for all our 
Masses, more Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion (EMOCH) will be needed.  
Father Escalante invites each parishioner to consider prayerfully this ministry. 
 To say “yes” to this ministry is a sacrifice of time and love, but it also brings many 
unexpected spiritual benefits and blessings.  
 If after reading the requirements listed below, you would like to submit your name for 
consideration as an EMOCH, you are asked to write a letter to Fr. Escalante stating you 
desire to serve and why you have considered this ministry. Please include your name, ad-
dress, email address, and phone number in your letter. If you have any questions or would 
like to discuss any aspect of this ministry, please feel free to call Cathy Mitchell, our 
Director of Liturgy at 540-338-6381 from 10:30am to 3pm or by email at 
c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org.  
Requirements for becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: 
1. A registered parishioner
2. Must support Catholic Doctrine
3. Must be a Catholic in good standing – going to Mass and receiving the Sacrament of  
        Penance regularly
4. At least 21 years of age
5. Must be married in the Church and marriage must be recognized by the Church
6. Physically able to offer the Blessed Host at Communion
7. A willingness to serve at ANY MASS at St. Francis de Sales
8. Ability to attend one diocesan workshop and one parish workshop.
9. If involved in public service – must not support anything contrary to Catholic 
        Doctrine
10. Must have devotion and love for the Eucharist
11. If requirements are met, must set up a meeting with Father Escalante

www.saintfrancisparish.org

Visit our new 
website today!!

James L. Sullivan - January 9, 2012
Father of Beth Creighton

THIS SPRING, from February 22 to April 1 cities 
around the world are uniting for the largest and lon-
gest coordinated pro-life mobilization: The 40 Days 
for Life campaign.  Recognizing that “With God all 
things are possible,” people of faith are praying that 
this effort will help bring an end to the tragedy of 
abortion.  

WHAT WE CAN DO?
• Fervent prayer and fasting  
•  Peaceful vigil at the abortion facility in Manas-
sas (for sign up/info go to www.40daysforlife.com/
manassas) 
• Join Loudoun Catholics every Saturday at 3pm at 
St. John’s of Leesburg and then pray the rosary in 
front of the Leesburg Courthouse. (http://loudoun-
vigilforlife.weebly.com!)  

We can speak for those who 
cannot speak for themselves.



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH NEWS
Melissa Gobs, DRE 

338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 
Janice Rees, CRE

j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Feb. 19-22 NO CLASSES THIS WEEK
Sun., Feb. 26 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Feb. 27 Grades 1, 2, 6 and Special Needs  -   
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Feb. 28 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Feb. 29 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Inclement Weather Cancellations
Please check the Religious Ed Calendar 

www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/calendar/
for any cancellations due to inclement weather. 

Important Confirmation Info
Mandatory Retreat - Saturday, March 10 from 3-10pm (no 
class on Sunday morning)
The following requirements are due:
Confirmation Information Form Due Now
Sponsor Eligibility                               Due Now
Summer Packet                                 Due Now
Service Hours                                     March 21
Saint Report                                       March 21
Letter to Bishop                                  March 21

Forms can be downloaded from our webpage at 
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/sacramental-
prep/confirmation/
If you have any questions regarding these Confirmation
requirements, please contact Melissa or Janice

Vacation Bible School planning is underway.  If you are 
a 6th, 7th or 8th grader and would like to volunteer for service 
hours, now is the time to sign up. Do not wait until the last minute 
because these volunteer slots fill up fast. We need helpers in 
our Drama, Craft, Snack and Games, and team helpers. Email 
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org to sign up. 

Mark your Calendars
VBS is July 9 through July 13

Need Confirmation Service Hours?
Fridays in Lent

Friday Night Fish Fry
Set up, Serve, Make Desserts, Cleanup

Arrive at 5pm, finish by 8pm  
Email j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org to sign-up

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every Sunday.  
Teens are welcome to sit in the front 
left 3 rows of church. 
 
Youth Group -  Madatory Workcamp 
meeting, Feb. 19.  No Youth Group on Feb. 26, due to Ski 
Trip.   
 
Bingo - Our 1st monthly Bingo was a GREAT success!!!  Thank 
you St. Francis parish for joining us and supporting our parish 
Workcamp.  Thanks to all those who baked goods for the 
bake sale.  Thanks to those who helped organize the kitchen, 
especially Judy Ashley and Aileen Canan.  Thanks to Ramsey 
and Alex Hamilton for calling the Bingo.   Thanks to Beth 
Workman and Karen Ayala for running the floor.  Thanks for 
all the teens who helped all night.  Thanks Harry for the set 
up.  And a special big thank you to Nora Hamilton for chairing 
the whole event.   
   
One Act Play Practice - We are doing the play The Invis-
ible Man in a One Act Play Competition with the Arlington 
Diocese.  The competition will be on March 3rd.  Practice is 
held on Thursdays 7-8:30pm.
   
Workcamp Info - Our next Workcamp Meeting is Sunday, 
Feb. 19th 7-9pm.  Please make every effort to be there.  
Your $150 non refundable deposit is due at that time.  If you 
missed the last meeting and are wanting to go to Workcamp, 
please contact me.  Janedhs78@aol.com   
 
High School Ski & Snow Board Trip - To Wisp at Deep 
Creek Lake, MD.  Feb. 24-26.  Call or e-mail to sign up.  Right 
now, I only have 5 people signed up.  I will have to cancel the 
other 2 houses if you don't let me know if you are coming.    
  
Help Haiti Lenten Project - Our Youth Group is conduct-
ing a Lenten project to support the young people in Fr. Rick 
Frachette’s orphanage in Haiti.  During lent, we would like 
you to donate money for one item a day for one of the 800 
kids in Fr. Rick’s orphanage in Haiti.  In other words, if you 
buy yourself  a coffee, put the same amount of money aside 
for your kid in Haiti.  If you buy yourself fries, do the same 
for your kid Haiti.  If you buy  jeans, get a pair for your kid 
in Haiti (or the equivalent in money).  You can recruit your 
family to participate as well.  Bring the money in to the youth 
group after Easter.  Amy Osowski who often volunteers with 
Fr. Rick’s organization in Haiti will deliver the donations to 
the orphanage in Haiti.  

The RE Office will be closed on Tuesday, Feb. 21st



Volunteers Needed at Catholic Charities Leesburg 
Office Catholic Charities Western Regional Office in Leesburg has several 
volunteer opportunities available for those looking to help us extend love, friendship, 
solidarity and service to members of our community. Volunteers are needed Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday between 9am and 3pm to help with administrative tasks such as 
data entry and filing. Also needed is a volunteer to help pack lunches for the homeless. 
Contact Sherri Longhill at 703-841-3834 or email at slonghill@ccda.net.

Teams of 
Our Lady 
is seeking 
couples…

… To form new “Team(s)” at Saint Francis

Teams of Our Lady is an International Movement 
of Conjugal Spirituality. A team is a group of five to 
seven couples that have decided to join together to 
find support in their efforts to lead Gospel lives.  The 
team meets once a month, in each other’s homes, for 
a simple meal and in a spirit of friendship share their 
experiences of the previous month.  After dinner, the 
mood becomes spiritual as the team reflects on scrip-
ture and prays.  Finally, they discuss study material 
on married life and faith. The team meeting is truly a 
unique gathering – lively and enjoyable, yet structured 
and meaningful.  Please contact Liz/Tom Carroll at 
(703) 728-4153, etwcarroll@aol.com or Andrea/Mark 
Donofrio at (540) 338-8133, sixdonofrios@comcast.
net.  For more information, visit www.teamsofour-
lady.org

The Preferential Option for the 
Poor Fund (POP) 
POP Committee is now accepting nominations for 
Lenten gifts.  Parishioners may nominate local, na-
tional, or international groups as well as religious or-
ders for POP Fund grants, provided a primary mission 
of the group is lessening the hardships of the poor. 
Written nominations may be submitted to the church 
office and should include the following: a description 
of the organization and a brochure or web site address; 
a suggested donation amount; an explanation of the 
parishioner’s connection to the activity; and a descrip-
tion of how the donation will be used to contribute 
to the group’s activities. Individual mission projects 
cannot be supported.
Materials should be submitted to the church office by 
Sunday, March 4.

The Year Round Giving Tree Continues! 
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and return the item to the narthex 
or place the gift card in the container marked gift cards. Donations will be given to 
Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg 
Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes and needy families within our parish and com-
munity, as well at the Veteran's Hospital in Martinsburg. Thanks so much to all of you 
for your generous donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in need and 
the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social Justice Committee.  For more 
information, please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or 
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”  Matthew 25:40  

BATTER UP!!
Softball season is approach-
ing! St. Francis de Sales parish 
plays in a multi-denominational 
co-ed league. The season runs 
from May thru June, games are 
mainly on Tuesday evenings. 
Practices begin on Sundays 
in April. All parishioners are invited to register to 
play. Please email Bill Buxton at william_buxton@
hotmail.com for more info.

What Are You Doing This Lent?
Grow in your knowledge of the Catholic faith with these three-week online semi-
nars @ Catholic Distance University. Tuition is only $30 per seminar and the entire 
seminar is online.
Classics in Spirituality: In Prayer and the Spiritual Life - Begins February 20 with Fr. 
Bramwell
Develop a mature prayer life by examining the works of Saint Theresa of Avila, St. 
Francis de Sales and Pope Benedict XVI
Threats to Religious Freedom in America - Begins March 5 with Robert Royal
The pope and the bishops warn of increasing threats to religious liberty. In this new 
seminar from CDU, learn exactly what these threats are in the United States and what 
to do about them.
Eucharistic Devotion - Begins March 12 with Stephen Kass - Examine the history of 
Eucharistic devotions outside of Mass and learn more about the specific devotions 
that the Church encourages.
Learn more at www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html

This is Blood Drive Sunday! Help us start out 2012 on a powerful 
note this week with an Awesome Act of Kindness. Your Gift of Life 
is a priceless response to a severe shortage of blood products in the 
local area. Come on down to the Parish Hall and make a donation for 
family, friends, and neighbors in need. Some slots are available and 
walk-ins will be accommodated as the  schedule permits. Be a part of 
reaching our 600 gallon milestone (that’s 4800 donors)!

Thank you to all who participated in our February 
Share Sunday Drive!  We collected 1,561.5 lbs of food! 

Thanks for all of your help and making a difference!



SCOUT SUNDAY
Attention all Boy, Cub, Daisy, Girl & Venture Scouts and Lead-
ers. Scout Sunday is February 26. All scouts/leaders are invited 
to wear your uniform and attend the 12:30pm Mass on February 
26.  If you have earned a Catholic Scouting medal and would like 
it presented at the mass and/or would like to help with this event 
please contact Marilyn 
Gugliotta 6gugs@comcast.
net or 540-338-2712.  If 
you able bring your unit's 
flag to post in the narthex.

Free Help for the Unemployed 
Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catholic Charities min-
istry that assists people who are unemployed or under-employed. 
CAN provides free resume reviews, practice job interviews and 
networking opportunities. Join us every Thursday evening, from 
7-9 p.m. at the St. Martin De Porres Senior Center, 4650 Taney 
Avenue in Alexandria. Upcoming speakers:
February 16: Rebecca Ribbing on "Success Strategies: Who 
Wins and Why."
March 8: Ferris Kaplan, marketing executive and instructor at 
George Mason University, on "Tips for Successful Resumes."
No advanced registration is required. For more details, contact 
Elizabeth Lucas at elizabeth22305@verizon.net.

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis

9th Annual “Live Jesus”
Fr. Jim Greenfield, OSFS and the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales 
invite you to attend “Live Jesus”, a Lenten morning of Salesian 
Spirituality.  The theme this year is “Hospitality of the Heart:  Wel-
coming Our Friends and Our Enemies”. “Live Jesus” will be held 
on Saturday, March 17, 2012 at Georgetown Visitation Prepara-
tory School in the Nolan Center for Performing Arts on campus at 
1524 35th Street, Washington, D.C.  Registration and a continental 
breakfast are available at 8 am.  The program begins with Mass 
at 9 am, followed by Oblate presentations on the theme.  To pre-
register and for more information, go to www.oblates.org.

Facebook humor and inspiration

A collection of thoughts from my Facebook stream – in the random order 
they appeared: 
• I dream of a better world where chickens can cross the road without 
having their motives questioned.
• What if you woke up today with only the things you thanked God for 
yesterday?
• Holding a grudge is letting someone live rent-free inside your head.
• You were made by God and for God and until you understand that, 
life will never make sense.
• Honk if you love Jesus. Test while driving if you want to meet him.
• A man who treats his woman like a princess is proof that he has been 
raised by a queen.
• Never be afraid to try something new.  Remember, amateurs built the 
ark. Professionals built the Titanic.
• Only god can turn a mess into a message, a test into a testimony, a trial 
into a triumph, and a victim into a victory. 
• Everyone is a genius.  But if you judge a fish on its ability to climb a 
tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid.  ~Albert Einstein
• Truth is truth even if no one believes it. A lie is a lie even if everyone 
believes it.
• Calories (noun): tiny creatures that live in your closet and sew your 
clothes a little bit tighter every night.
• Politicians should wear uniforms like race car drivers so we can iden-
tify their corporate sponsors.
• This year, I listed the Federal Government as a dependent on my 
taxes.
• Sometimes God calms the storm. Sometimes He lets the storm rage 
and calms His child.
• A quiet man is a thinking man, a quiet woman is hatching a plan.
• I can’t brag about my love for God because I fail him daily, but I can 
brag about his love for me because it never fails.
• I figured out at a young age how to get money from rich people.  It’s 
called a job.
• Those who will not be governed by God will be ruled by tyrants. ~ 
William Penn
• When a woman says, “What?” it’s not because she didn’t hear you.  
She’s giving you a chance to change what you said.
• If at first you don’t succeed, do it the way our wife told you the first 
time.
• When everything seems like it’s falling apart, that’s when God is put-
ting things together just the way He wants it.
• You have enemies? Good. That means you’ve stood up for something 
in your life. ~Winston Churchill
• Our eyes are placed in front because it’s more important to look ahead 
than back.
• A boy makes his girl jealous of other women. A gentleman makes 
other women jealous of his girl.
• Don’t let the noise of the world keep you from hearing the voice of the 
Lord.
• A wise man makes his own decisions;  an ignorant man follows public 
opinion.
• I don’t know the key to success, but the key to failure is trying to 
please everybody.

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR HEALING 
AFTER ABORTION: A “Rachel’s Vineyard” 
Weekend Retreat is scheduled for April 13-15, 2012. This 
retreat offers a beautiful opportunity for women who have 
struggled with the emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion 
to experience the mercy and compassion of God. They offer 
a supportive, confidential and non-judgmental environment 
where you can begin the process of healing. For more info 
or to register please call: (888) 456-HOPE/ 888-456-4673 or 
email:projectrachel@arlingtondiocese.org .


