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Welcome!

Daily Masses

Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction

Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday, followed by the 9am Mass.
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment
Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the
intended date of marriage.

Please register and become part of our parish community.
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office during
business hours.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Communion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God.

- St. Francis de Sales

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2012
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God.
— 1 Corinthians 10:31

JESUS’ WAY

   Today’s readings present a contrast between “Jesus’ way” and
the “old way.” An example of the old way is the law given to Moses
and Aaron about leprosy: the leper was unclean and cast out of the
community. Jesus’ way is the opposite: the leper is reached out to,
touched, and finally cured.
   Nor ought we think of the “old way” as restricted to the days of
Moses and Aaron, or even to the “old” testament. The difference between the old way and Jesus’ way arises in own lives. We still choose,
every day, to live in our old way or in Jesus’ way.
   Jesus dared to touch a leper, disregarding the old way. The leper
then was changed forever. He felt a calling. He couldn’t keep himself
from proclaiming that he had been touched by Jesus (even though
Jesus told him not to!). Once Jesus touches us, we are called to proclaim his way. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE Acknowledgement

of donation for your tax returns have been mailed to all families
who have made contributions this year. Please let us know if
you have not received a tax notice.

This Week
Mon., Feb. 13
Tue., Feb. 14
		
Wed., Feb. 15
Thu., Feb. 16
Sun., Feb. 17
		

Masses for the Week

+ deceased
Sat., Feb. 11
9:00 am
Sat., Feb. 11
5:00 pm
			
Sun., Feb. 12
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm
Mon., Feb. 13
9:00 am
Tue., Feb. 14
6:30 am
Wed., Feb. 15
9:00 am
Thu., Feb. 16
6:30 am
Fri., Feb. 17
6:30 am
12:00 noon
Sat., Feb. 18
9:00 am
Sat., Feb. 18
5:00 pm
Sun., Feb. 19
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
6:00 pm

Weekday
+ Paul Delaney
Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ For the Deceased Members of the D’Elia,
Curran, Butts and Sommer Famlies
6h Sunday in Ordinary Time
The McCaffrey Family
Dave and Jami Dittmeier
Jason Childers
Peopel of the Parish
+ John McNichol
Weekday
Beverly Elero
Saints Cyril, Monk and Methodius
Frank Morano
Weekday
Jennifer Carpenter
Weekday
Father Daniel Mode
Weekday
+ Michael Yaroma
The Fisher Family
Weekday
+ Ivan and Dorothy Ellis
Vigil: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+ Sylvia Brennan
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Theresa Cherry and family
People of the Parish
+ Dale Mull
+ Salvatore Avallone
+ Joan Canan

www.saintfrancisparish.org

RCIA - 7:30pm, Narthex
Catholism Series - 10am, Parish Hall
Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Catholism Series - 7pm, Parish Hall
Catholism Series - 8:45am, Woodgrove HS
Catholism Series - 10:35am, Woodgrove HS

Visit our new website today!!

Readings for the Week
Monday:		
Tuesday:		
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:		
Saturday:		
Sunday:		
		

Jas 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13
Jas 1:12-18; Mk 8:14-21
Jas 1:19-27; Mk 8:22-26
Jas 2:1-9; Mk 8:27-33
Jas 2:14-24, 26; Mk 8:34 — 9:1
Jas 3:1-10; Mk 9:2-13
Is 43:18-19, 21-22, 24b-25; Ps 41;
2 Cor 1:18-22; Mk 2:1-12

Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - February 5
YEAR TO DATE		  	
2nd Collection			
Parish Giving for January:
Offertory

$ 13,567
$ 430,990
$
1,465
$ $18,124

Shepherd’s
Notes
“Tell me, what’s all the fuss about IVF?”
(Part 3 of 3)
[If you missed parts 1 & 2, it is highly recommended that you read
those first. It is available in our website under “Shepherd’s Notes” or
“Parish Life + Bulletins.”]
Continuing on the 6 major objections to IVF:
5) Risk of multiple births (multiplets). The U.S. has the highest rate
of multiplets in the world due to the increased use of IVF. One of
the means to stop the multiplets is to terminate the lives of the other
conceived babies in the womb of the mother. The reason is for fear of
risking the lack of shared nutrients for the babies and the mother.
6) Risk of birth defects. The risk of birth defects with IVF children is 6
times more likely than the naturally conceived children. One example
from a recent study revealed that 27% of IVF children suffer from
ADHD as opposed to 3-5% for the ones normally conceived; and a
higher risk also to suffer from infertility, diabetes and obesity.
The good news is there are other proper and effective ways to
increase the couple’s chance of conception that the Catholic Church
teaches as morally acceptable. An alternative procedure known as
NaPro Technology (Natural Procreative Technology, sometimes referred
to as NPT) is a far more successful scientific way of helping couples to
conceive than IVF. There is an important fundamental distinction between replacing the conjugal marital act (no sex, as in IVF) to assisting
the marital act (NaPro).
NaPro Technology was developed by Dr. Thomas Hilgers and his associates while working at St. Louis University and Creighton University.
Dr. Hilgers developed NaPro using the Creighton Model FertilityCare
System and has been around for over 30 years. You will be amazed and
encouraged to know that NaPro’s fertility success rate is at a whopping 51% as compared to 21-27% with IVF procedures. About 75% of
women who chose IVF did not succeed in having a baby.
In a nutshell, NaPro goes far beyond than just trying to conceive a
child. This technology does not use suppressive, destructive or immoral
techniques in attempting to achieve conception. NaPro Technology
identifies the problems and cooperates with the woman’s menstrual and
fertility cycles which in turn correct the condition, maintain the human
ecology, and sustain the procreative potential. This gives women an opportunity to know and understand the causes of the symptoms that they
have been suffering from.
For more information on NaPro Technology, the first website I highly
recommend you check is the Pope Paul VI Institute: www.popepaulvi.
com. There are links available found on their site that are very helpful
such as the following: www.drhilgers.com, www.naprotechnology.com,
www.unleashingthepower.info, www.creightonmodel.com.
I am aware how important it is for couples, who have been praying
so hard to have children, to find the most effective means available to
increase their chance of conceiving. I do hope that reading this is part of
the first step to getting your prayers answered. Make sure to pray to the
patron saint of motherhood, St. Gerard Majella. He is a great advocate
for all mothers’ needs (and mothers-to-be as well!). Check out his website at: www.praying4ababy.com/stgerard.html.
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Ask the Priest

Q. Throughout the workweek I look forward to coming to church
on Sunday. But when I’m in church I tend to daydream every
now and then. Any advice? –Anonymous
A. The most time-proven effective way to avoid daydreaming in
church is to come a few minutes early and pray to God before Mass
begins. This allows us to prepare our soul to be more disposed to
being united with God by the time Mass begins. Another practical
effective tip is to sit in the front row of the church where there is
practically little or no distraction to cause your thoughts to wander.
[It may also keep you very focused out of concern that the priest
might notice you daydreaming during Mass!]
Q. How can you see the angels? –Anonymous
A. We can’t really see them and even among the saints very few of
them did. Most of us will need to wait until we get to heaven to see
the angels.
Q. Does everyone’s Guardian Angel look the same? –Ydda (or
Yodda?)
A. Every angel is a unique creation of God and they all look
distinctly different from each other. We can look at God’s creation
with humans in a similar way. Even identical twins have something
different about each other including their fingerprints.
Q. I have been told that I have more than one Guardian Angel
and that the limit is 9. This was supposedly achieved through the
power of prayer. Is this possible? –C. White
A. God can send us as many angels as he wants but to pray for “extra” angels for up to a total of 9 sounds like one of those mythical
and non-authentic prayer to the angels. We only know for sure that
we are given at least one Guardian Angel since our youth based on
the following scripture verse: “See that you do not despise one of
these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven always
look upon the face of my heavenly Father” (Matthew 18:10). I even
surfed the web to find anything about what you mentioned and the
only thing that turned up was a Major League baseball score: “California Angels 9, Tampa Bay Devil Rays 1.” [As a safety precaution,
I would be hesitant about dong risky activities presuming that I
have 9 angels protecting me everyday.]
Q. My father, sisters and I recently took a road trip to Florida
and we listened to C. S. Lewis’ “Screwtape Letters”. In the book
certain demons are given patients. Do you think that there is one
devil assigned to each of us like we all have a Guardian Angel?
–Anonymous
A. Yes, there is likely that the devil has specifically assigned a
demon to tempt each person. That explains why we are all given a
specific Guardian Angel to counter the evil spirit’s temptations to
make us fall into sin and hoping to eventually drag us down to hell.
This explains why even though we know and want to do what is
right yet, somehow, there seems to be a strong thought or force that
wants us to do the opposite. The Bible is very clear in saying that
there is one devil (satan) and there are many demons as we gather
from Jesus’ teaching about the Last Judgment: “Then he will say
to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matthew 26:41).

Attention All Heads of Ministry!

Our new website has a Ministry page that lists
everyone’s name and email address. Please visit the
page at www.saintfrancisparish.org/ministries-1/ and
verify that we have your correct email address listed.
If the address needs to be corrected, contact Janice at
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org. Thank you.

Online @ Catholic Distance University
Arlington Diocese is a Diocesan Partner with CDU
This partnership means that all members of the Arlington dioceses can take noncredit online courses
and seminars at CDU for just $30. Learn more at
www. cdu.edu/Arlington-Diocese/index.html
Upcoming three-week online seminars for just $30
• Bioethics: The Catholic Approach with William
Sauders, February 13 – March 5
• Classics in Spirituality with Fr. Bevil Bramwell,
February 20 – March 12
Online Individual courses for just $30 (sign-up
anytime and work at your own pace)
• Catechism of the Catholic Church 5-course
series
• American Catholic History 3-course series
• Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, Mother of the
Church
• Basic Catechetics for Discipleship

Mass Intentions

Most often we think of offering a Mass for
someone who is deceased. There are occasions, too, such as anniversaries, birthdays,
and special events or intentions that are nice to
remember with a Mass. These Mass requests
are printed in the bulletin and offered up with
the prayer of the faithful. Stop by the office
with any request you may have.

Our thoughts and
prayers are with ...
Our Military Members:
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald
H. Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh,
Capt. Chuck Marshall, Capt. Michael
Quin, PFC Brandon Badura, Spc Edward Regan
Jr., Gunnery Sgt. Robert Warner III, PFC Sean
Milam, Lcpl John Owen Patterson, Airman 1st
Class Pete Buxton; FSO Chuck Marshall, PV2
Sean Zurschmeide, PV2 Ryan Badura
The Sick: Sofia Macaraeg
The Deceased: Mary Gillespie-Miles, Ruth
Joyce Holland, Naomi Magliato, Josephine
Ford, Robert Dowling, Sadie Grace Ablard,
Francis Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom
Cassidy, David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen,
Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor,

Invitation to Become an Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion

In order to continue this wonderful opportunity here at St. Francis de Sales for all our
Masses, more Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion (EMOCH) will be needed.
Father Escalante invites each parishioner to consider prayerfully this ministry.
To say “yes” to this ministry is a sacrifice of time and love, but it also brings many
unexpected spiritual benefits and blessings.
If after reading the requirements listed below, you would like to submit your name for
consideration as an EMOCH, you are asked to write a letter to Fr. Escalante stating you
desire to serve and why you have considered this ministry. Please include your name, address, email address, and phone number in your letter. If you have any questions or would
like to discuss any aspect of this ministry, please feel free to call Cathy Mitchell, our
Director of Liturgy at 540-338-6381 from 10:30am to 3pm or by email at
c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org.
Requirements for becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:
1. A registered parishioner
2. Must support Catholic Doctrine
3. Must be a Catholic in good standing – going to Mass and receiving the Sacrament of
Penance regularly
4. At least 21 years of age
5. Must be married in the Church and marriage must be recognized by the Church
6. Physically able to offer the Blessed Host at Communion
7. A willingness to serve at ANY MASS at St. Francis de Sales
8. Ability to attend one diocesan workshop and one parish workshop.
9. If involved in public service – must not support anything contrary to Catholic
Doctrine
10. Must have devotion and love for the Eucharist
11. If requirements are met, must set up a meeting with Father Escalante
Start Out 2012 with an Awesome Act of Kindness on February 19. Your
Gift of Life makes an outstanding contribution for family, friends, and
neighbors in need. The Sign-up Sheet, with an increased timeline to
better facilitate 10:30am and 12:30pm Mass attendees, is posted in the
narthex. You may sign up there, contact the Inova Blood Donor Services
eDonor website at www.inovabloodsaves.org, contact me, or call Rachel
Brill at 540 338-6313. We are energized by the strong response of our A
Team. Your donation is a priceless response to a severe shortage of blood
products in the local area.

February 24
The Friday Nite Fish Fry
Is Back!
Fridays evenings in Lent ~ 5:30 - 7:15pm
Available for carry-out or eat-in

$8 /plate ~ includes Fish and Chips and coleslaw
Desserts available extra

Bring the family and enjoy parish fellowship!

Religious Education

Melissa Gobs, DRE
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org
Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Important Confirmation Info

Mandatory Retreat - Saturday, March 10 from 3-10pm (no
class on Sunday morning)
The following requirements are due:
Confirmation Information Form
Due Now
Sponsor Eligibility
Due Now
Summer Packet
Due Now
Service Hours
March 21
Saint Report
March 21
Letter to Bishop
March 21
Forms can be downloaded from our webpage at
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/sacramentalprep/confirmation/
If you have any questions regarding these Confirmation
requirements, please contact Melissa or Janice

Please remember to send in your Religious
Education Tuition this month if you have not
yet done so. Sacrament fees are also due now.
The Religious Education office will be
closed on Friday, February 17.

Inclement Weather Cancellations

Please check the Religious Ed Calendar
www.saintfrancisparish.org/religious-education/calendar/
for any cancellations due to inclement weather.

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Feb. 12
		
Mon., Feb. 13
Tue., Feb. 14
		
Wed., Feb. 15

Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
Grades K-8 Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Grades 1, 2, 6 and Special Needs -			
4:15pm - at St. Francis
Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Grades 4, 5, 8 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis

Sun., Feb. 19-22 NO CLASSES THIS WEEK

TEEN FAITH NEWS
TEEN MASS - at 6pm every
Sunday. Teens are welcome to sit
in the front left 3 rows of church.
No Youth Group - There is No Youth Group on the 12th
due to Mount 2000.
Bingo - Our 1st monthly Bingo was a GREAT success!!!
Thank you St. Francis parish for joining us and supporting our parish Workcamp. Thanks to all those who baked
goods for the bake sale. Thanks to those who helped
organize the kitchen, especially Judy Ashley and Aileen
Canan. Thanks to Ramsey and Alex Hamilton for calling
the Bingo. Thanks to Beth Workman and Karen Ayala for
running the floor. Thanks for all the teens who helped
all night. Thanks Harry for the set up. And a special
big thank you to Nora Hamilton for chairing the whole
event.
Mount 2000 - For all those signed up for Mount 2000,
You can make your check out to St. Francis and send it
in to Jane at the church and please label it Mount 2000.
One Act Play Practice - We are doing the play The
Invisible Man in a One Act Play Competition with the
Arlington Diocese. The competition will be on March 3rd.
Practice is held on Thursdays 7-8:30pm.
Workcamp Info - Our next Workcamp Meeting is Sunday, Feb. 19th 7-9pm. Please make every effort to be
there. Your $150 nonrefundable deposit is due at that
time. If you missed the last meeting and are wanting to
go to Workcamp, please contact me.
High School Ski & Snow Board Trip - To Wisp at Deep
Creek Lake MD. Feb. 24-26. Call or e-mail to sign up. We
are renting 3 condo's. Space limited.
Help Haiti Lenten Project - Our Youth Group is conducting a Lenten project to support the young people in
Fr. Rick Frechette’s orphanage in Haiti. During lent, we
would like you to donate money for one item a day for
one of the 800 kids in Fr. Rick’s orphanage in Haiti. In
other words, if you buy yourself a coffee, put the same
amount of money aside for your kid in Haiti. If you buy
yourself fries, do the same for your kid Haiti. If you buy
jeans, get a pair for your kid in Haiti (or the equivalent
in money). You can recruit your family to participate as
well. Bring the money in to the youth group after Easter.
Amy Osowski who often volunteers with Fr. Rick’s organization in Haiti will deliver the donations to the orphanage in Haiti.
JaneTreado Youth Director
540-338-6381 or Janedhs78@aol.com

YOUR VOICE IS NEEDED! WRITE TO CONGRESS & THE SENATE TODAY!
The Obama Administration has refused to exempt religious institutions that serve the common good—including Catholic
schools, charities and hospitals—from its sweeping new health-care mandate that requires employers to purchase contraception, including abortion-producing drugs, and sterilization coverage for their employees. By its decision, the Obama administration has failed to show the same respect for the consciences of Catholics and others who object to treating pregnancy as a
disease.
Our religious freedom is quickly being eroded. Please let your voice be heard and stand with the bishops against this attack.
The bishops are urging us to write to Congress and the Senate today. For your convenience a letter is included in today’s bulletin. Make copies, distribute to friends, and most importantly: MAIL TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN AND SENATOR.
Congressman Frank Wolf			
241 Cannon Building			
Washington, DC 20515			

Senator Jim Webb			
248 Russell Senate Office			
Washington, DC 20510			

Senator Mark Warner
475 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

February 12, 2012

Your Name and Address:

The Honorable______________________
(address)

				

Dear Senator ____________________,
Please co-sponsor the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (H.R. 1179, S. 1467) and help enact it into law. The Obama
administration’s decision to require even religious institutions to provide coverage of sterilization and contraceptives, including
drugs that can cause an abortion, makes passage of this measure especially urgent. Please ensure that the rights of conscience
of all participants in our nation’s health care system are respected.
Responding to the HHS announcement, Cardinal-designate Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York and president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, stated: “In effect, the president is saying we have a year to figure out how to violate our
consciences.” Cardinal-designate Dolan continued: “To force Americans to choose between violating their consciences and
forgoing their healthcare is literally unconscionable. . . It is as much an attack on access to health care as on religious freedom.”
Noting that the Obama administration “has now drawn an unprecedented line in the sand,” the Cardinal-designate urged that
the HHS mandate be overturned.
Please let me have your assurance that you will work to reform the law and change this unjust regulation.
Sincerely,
Signature
Printed Name

Teams of
Our Lady
is seeking
couples…
… To form new “Team(s)” at Saint Francis
Teams of Our Lady is an International Movement
of Conjugal Spirituality. A team is a group of five to
seven couples that have decided to join together to
find support in their efforts to lead Gospel lives. The
team meets once a month, in each other’s homes, for
a simple meal and in a spirit of friendship share their
experiences of the previous month. After dinner, the
mood becomes spiritual as the team reflects on scripture and prays. Finally, they discuss study material
on married life and faith. The team meeting is truly a
unique gathering – lively and enjoyable, yet structured
and meaningful. Please contact Liz/Tom Carroll at
(703) 728-4153, etwcarroll@aol.com or Andrea/Mark
Donofrio at (540) 338-8133, sixdonofrios@comcast.
net. For more information, visit www.teamsofourlady.org

The Preferential Option for the
Poor Fund (POP)

POP Committee is now accepting nominations for
Lenten gifts. Parishioners may nominate local, national, or international groups as well as religious orders for POP Fund grants, provided a primary mission
of the group is lessening the hardships of the poor.
Written nominations may be submitted to the church
office and should include the following: a description
of the organization and a brochure or web site address;
a suggested donation amount; an explanation of the
parishioner’s connection to the activity; and a description of how the donation will be used to contribute
to the group’s activities. Individual mission projects
cannot be supported.
Materials should be submitted to the church office by
Sunday, March 4.

BATTER UP!!

Softball season is approaching! St. Francis de Sales parish
plays in a multi-denominational
co-ed league. The season runs
from May thru June, games are
mainly on Tuesday evenings.
Practices begin on Sundays
in April. All parishioners are invited to register to
play. Please email Bill Buxton at william_buxton@
hotmail.com for more info.

Volunteers Needed at Catholic Charities Leesburg
Office Catholic Charities Western Regional Office in Leesburg has several

volunteer opportunities available for those looking to help us extend love, friendship,
solidarity and service to members of our community. Volunteers are needed Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday between 9am and 3pm to help with administrative tasks such as
data entry and filing. Also needed is a volunteer to help pack lunches for the homeless.
Contact Sherri Longhill at 703-841-3834 or email at slonghill@ccda.net.

Marriage Help – Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples at all

stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This program can help you too.
For confidential information about or to register for the program beginning the weekend of February 17-19th call 703 351 7211 or www.HelpOurMarriage.com

The Year Round Giving Tree Continues!

Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and return the item to the narthex
or place the gift card in the container marked gift cards. Donations will be given to
Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg
Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes and needy families within our parish and community, as well at the Veteran's Hospital in Martinsburg. Thanks so much to all of you
for your generous donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in need and
the organizations that serve them!!
The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social Justice Committee. For more
information, please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/ buccierin@comcast.net or
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net .
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me” Matthew 25:40

Parish Family in Need of Meals

A young mom from our parish
has become severely ill and is in need of meals and prayers. If you are able to provide
a meal or meals, please call the office to speak with our parish secretary at 338-6381 or
Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the needs of the six family
members. Meals are needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to provide
a meal, your prayers will be greatly appreciated.

SOULSTITCH

February meeting dates are the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month from 9:30-11:30 am:
Next Meeting: February 15.
Special Olympic scarves are due by February 15. We are making hats, mittens & scarves
for Mobile Hope which is providing all kinds of things to homeless children in the community who are 18 years old and younger. Also prayer shawls may be made for Workcamp this summer.

2012 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL BEGINS

In mid-January, many of us will receive a mailing from Bishop Loverde regarding
the 2012 Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA). The theme for the 2012 BLA is Love One
Another with the Heart of Christ! After reflecting upon the importance of the vital
initiatives funded by the BLA, please prayerfully consider Bishop Loverde’s request for
support and give generously to assist the many programs and ministries that serve the
people in need in our diocese.

9th Annual “Live Jesus”

Fr. Jim Greenfield, OSFS and the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales
invite you to attend “Live Jesus”, a Lenten morning of Salesian
Spirituality. The theme this year is “Hospitality of the Heart: Welcoming Our Friends and Our Enemies”. “Live Jesus” will be held
on Saturday, March 17, 2012 at Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School in the Nolan Center for Performing Arts on campus at
1524 35th Street, Washington, D.C. Registration and a continental
breakfast are available at 8 am. The program begins with Mass
at 9 am, followed by Oblate presentations on the theme. To preregister and for more information, go to www.oblates.org.

SCOUT SUNDAY

Attention all Boy, Cub, Daisy, Girl & Venture Scouts and Leaders. Scout Sunday is February 26. All scouts/leaders are invited
to wear your uniform and attend the 12:30pm Mass on February
26. If you have earned a Catholic Scouting medal and would like
it presented at the mass and/or would like to help with this event
please contact Marilyn
Gugliotta 6gugs@comcast.
net or 540-338-2712. If
you able bring your unit's
flag to post in the narthex.

Free Help for the Unemployed

Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catholic Charities ministry that assists people who are unemployed or under-employed.
CAN provides free resume reviews, practice job interviews and
networking opportunities. Join us every Thursday evening, from
7-9 p.m. at the St. Martin De Porres Senior Center, 4650 Taney
Avenue in Alexandria. Upcoming speakers:
February 16: Rebecca Ribbing on "Success Strategies: Who
Wins and Why."
March 8: Ferris Kaplan, marketing executive and instructor at
George Mason University, on "Tips for Successful Resumes."
No advanced registration is required. For more details, contact
Elizabeth Lucas at elizabeth22305@verizon.net.

Looking for the Perfect Weekend?

World Wide Marriage Encounter (www.wwme-nova.org) is holding a couples weekend retreat in Herndon on Feb 17 starting 7pm
thru Feb18 ending with Mass at 4:30 pm. Registration can be
done online by entering your zip code for the nearest location. A
$50 registration fee covers all meals and housing for the weekend. Details will be sent via email after registration, call Cathy
and Mark Stangler 703-378-4150 for more info. This is a perfect
gift for your spouse for Valentine’s Day, a great opportunity to
deepen communication, strengthen you relationship, rekindle
your romance and renew your sacrament of marriage!

Faithful Families by Barbara Curtis
*IVF - not the only option*

This is the story of a woman whose longing for children led her to
In Vitro Fertilization, but whose obedience to God led her to a better
plan - His.
Vicki McCaffrey grew up in upstate New York as a Byzantine
Catholic in a strong and faithful Catholic home. She was teaching in a
Catholic school when she met her husband Mark, a New York policeman – at a karate class. By the time they were married on June 22,
1997, they were already dreaming of having a family
“I was eager to have kids – that was all I ever wanted,” Vicki says.
When she didn’t get pregnant, Vicki turned to In Vitro Fertilization,
even though she knew IVF was against church teaching. Even as she
attended the IVF classes, she went to confession three times to discuss
it, avoiding the priest she knew would be tough and choosing the one
she thought would give her wiggle room – which he did.
Even as she prayed for a sign – that God would close the door if it
was wrong – she proceeded down the path she had chosen, storing the
necessary medications in the fridge so she would be ready to begin
after signing the final papers.
It was in signing those papers that God gave her a sign.
“One form gave three choices for the unused eggs: donate to another family, donate to science, or destroy,” Vicki says.
“I asked the doctor if we could just fertilize four eggs to implant
and let the unfertilized eggs die. The doctor said, ‘No. I need to get the
4 strongest eggs.’”
Sensing her ambivalence, the doctor finally snapped, “Well, if
you’re going to bring God into this, it’s not going to work.”
At that moment Vicki realized: “If I don’t bring God into it, it’s not
going to work.”
Mark was supportive as he drove her home and went on to work.
Completely broken, Vicki cried all day. When Mark came home and
saw her swollen eyes, he said simply, “We’ll adopt.” Vicki immediately knew it would be China.
Nine years ago they brought home their first daughter Emily, who
is now 11 years old. Two years later, when they were scheduled to
receive their second daughter, the McCaffreys faced a dilemma with
leaving Emily. So Mark traveled to China alone to bring home their
second daughter Alyssa.
In 2005, the McCaffreys moved to Purcellville and began attending
St. Francis deSales, where Vicki taught CCD and where the church
family was able to witness the most recent addition to their family
Leah who came home just a few months ago.
Like all parents, Mark and Vicki can’t imagine life without any of
their daughters and feel that God had always planned that they would
be a family.
When asked what advice she would give to anyone considering
adoption, Vicki smiles and says, “Go with your heart!”
Ask the McCaffreys about their experience – they’d love to share
more.

