
Sacraments
Reconciliation: Friday 10:45-11:45am; Saturday 8 -8:30am and 
3:30-4:30pm; and anytime by appointment

Matrimony: Parish couples planning to be married must make             
arrangements with the Office at least six months prior to the  
intended date of marriage.

Baptism: The Sacrament is celebrated each month, the second          
Saturday at 9:30am and the third Sunday at 1:30pm. Baptism class 
is the last Friday of the month at 7pm. Call the office for details.

Anointing of the Sick: We are privileged to bring Holy Commu-
nion and administer the Holy Anointing to the sick and homebound 
upon request. Please call the office to let us know.

We must never grow tired doing everything for the love of God. - St. Francis de Sales

Parish Staff
Rev. Ronald S. Escalante, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Edwin Thayer Tewes, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Larry Hammel
Mrs. Diane Morano, Business Manager
Mrs. Cathy Mitchell, Director of Liturgy
Ms. Susan Khalil, Secretary
Mrs. Melissa Gobs, DRE
Mrs. Janice Rees, CRE
Mrs. Jane Treado, Director of Youth Ministry
Ms. Cindy Cummins, Director of Music
Mrs. Sharon Liddicoatt, Sacristan
Mr. Paul Lion, Maintenance Director

Contact Info
Parish Office - 540-338-6381
email - secretary@saintfrancisparish.org
Religious Education Office - 540-338-4497
In case of an emergency - 540-338-6440
Fax - 540-338-6431
37730 St. Francis Court, Purcellville, VA  20132-9600
www.SaintFrancisParish.org

Welcome!
Please register and become part of our parish community. 
You may fill out a registration form in the parish office during 
business hours.

Office Hours - M-F 8:30am-4:30pm

Daily  Masses            
Monday and Wednesday - 9am
Tuesday and Thursday - 6:30am
Friday - 6:30am and 12 noon; Saturday - 9am
Check the bulletin for Holy Days of Obligation

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil - 5pm
Sunday - 7am, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 6pm (Teen Mass)

Adoration/Benediction
Adoration is on the 1st Friday of the month, following the 12 noon 
Mass. Benediction is 8:45am Saturday,  followed by the 9am Mass. 
The Rosary is prayed at 12:30pm and the Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
at 3pm. A Holy Hour for Respect Life/Pro-Life is at 7am Saturday. 

Saint Francis de Sales Catholic Church 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time     Sunday, February 5, 2012

“Blessing Bags for the Homeless” Confirmation Service Project



Readings for the Week

Masses for the WeekSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2012
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time + deceased

Sat., Feb. 4  Weekday; First Saturday
   9:00 am No Intention
Sat., Feb. 4  Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
     5:00 pm  No Intention
Sun., Feb. 5 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am Tony Jasinski
   8:30 am People of the Parish
 10:30 am No Intention
 12:30 pm + Jeanne and + Tom Gilbert
   6:00 pm The Palmieri Family
Mon., Feb. 6 Saint Paul Miki and Companions
        9:00 am No Intention 
Tue., Feb. 7 Weekday
        6:30 am Robert and Stacy Warner and children
Wed., Feb. 8 Weekday
   9:00 am No Intention
Thu., Feb. 9 Weekday
   6:30 am No Intention
Fri., Feb. 10 Saint Scholastica 
   6:30 am No Intention
 12:00 noon Estella Fitzgerald
Sat., Feb. 11 Weekday
   9:00 am + Paul Delaney
Sat., Feb. 11 Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
     5:00 pm + For the Deceased Members of the D’Elia,
   Curran, Butts and Sommer Famlies
Sun., Feb. 12 6h Sunday in Ordinary Time
   7:00 am The McCaffrey Family
   8:30 am Dave and Jami Dittmeier
 10:30 am Jason Childers
 12:30 pm Peopel of the Parish
   6:00 pm + John McNichol

      Parish Financial Status
In-Pew Offertory - January 22 $    15,250
YEAR TO DATE     $   417,423
2nd Collection   $   423,673  
Parish Giving for January:
           Offertory                             $   $18,124

IMPORTANT TAX NOTICE Acknowledgement 
of donation for your tax returns have been mailed to all families 
who have made contributions this year. Please let us know if 
you have not received a tax notice.

Next Week is  

Share Sunday
We serve

Catholic Charities
and Interfaith Relief

[The LORD] tells the number of the stars and calls them by name.
— Psalm 147:4

Monday:  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday:  1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Mk 7:14-23
Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24-30
Friday:  1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday:  1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Mk 8:1-10
Sunday:  Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32;  1 Cor 10:31 —  
  11:1; Mk 1:40-45

www.saintfrancisparish.org

Visit our new website today!!

This Week
Mon., Feb. 6 RCIA - 7:30pm, Narthex
Tue., Feb. 7 Catholism Series - 10am, Parish Hall
  Matthew Bible Study - 7pm, Parish Hall
Wed., Feb. 8 Charismatic Prayer Group - 7pm, Oratory
Thu., Feb. 9 Catholism Series - 7pm, Parish Hall
Sun., Feb. 10 Catholism Series - 8:45am, Woodgrove HS
  Catholism Series - 10:35am, Woodgrove HS



   Shepherd’s  
Notes

Ask the Priest 

“Tell me, what’s all the fuss about IVF?” (Pt. 2)

[If you missed part 1 it is highly recommended that you read it first.  It is 
available in our website under “Parish Life + Bulletins.”]

Continuing on the 6 major objections to IVF:
 
2) The use of frozen embryos.  IVF involves using several eggs that are 
fertilized with the sperm to form the embryos.  The ones determined 
to be the most likely to be viable are implanted to the mother but the 
unused embryos are kept in a frozen environment for possible future use.  
Currently there are about 500,000 frozen embryos in the U.S.  Our faith 
tells us that human life begins at conception.  Therefore, these embryos 
are real-life children whose parents have arranged to have their children 
placed in a “frozen orphanage.”  If we stop and think about it, the parents 
leave the decision at the hands of the medical staff which of their children 
gets a chance to live and which ones will have to be sent away to be fro-
zen with the possibility that they may never be given a chance to live.  We 
cannot neglect the fact that once the embryos are formed, these are now 
real live children!  Every person in the world was at one time in the stage 
form of an embryo.  On an interesting note, Italy and Germany prohibits 
the freezing of embryos and allows a maximum of 3 for an IVF procedure 
and all have to be implanted to the mother.
 
3) IVF rarely does not require masturbation.  We understand the physi-
ological aspect of how the male sperm is released.  So it should not be too 
much of a surprise for anyone to find out that part of the IVF procedure to 
extract the sperm from the father is to use a form of “self pleasure” using 
pornography.  Judeo-Christian principle has always prohibited any form 
of sexual pleasure outside of a legitimate intimate relationship between a 
husband and a wife.  The Catholic Church has always taught that mastur-
bation is “an intrinsically and gravely disordered action” and it is always 
a mortal sin [read Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 2352 for 
more details].  Likewise, the use of pornography is also always a mortal 
sin [read CCC par. 2354].  Jesus makes it clear that lusting after a woman 
even just visually is an act of adultery:  “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall not commit adultery.’  But I say to you, everyone who looks at 
a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart” 
(Matthew 5:27-28).  There will never be a legitimate place for adultery of 
any form in a sacred marriage.  It is also morally unethical to either donate 
or sell human sperms, eggs or embryos.
 
4) IVF violates the exclusivity of the couple.  As mentioned in number 1, 
the intimate relationship between a husband and wife is removed in the 
upbringing of a child (or children) when strangers are brought in (doctors, 
medical staff, etc.) for IVF.  In some cases, “surrogatehood” is also intro-
duced as another “stranger” in the husband-wife relationship.  Some of 
the variations include a woman who is willing to “house” the embryo for 
the couple, an egg or sperm donor is used, etc.  Regardless, the exclusive 
sacred bond in the married couple is violated whenever other persons are 
factored in the relationship between the husband and wife in the IVF’s 
attempt to procure a child.

[To be continued next week….And there is good news at the end!]
       
Your shepherd in Christ,
Father Escalante

Q.  When the world ends, will we physically see Jesus or will we 
just know he’s there? –Samantha Smith, age 10
A.  Yes, we will see Jesus because he promised that he will be seen 
coming down from the clouds if we happen to be around at the 
end of the world when Jesus returns.  The Bible tells us, “And then 
the sign of the Son of Man (Jesus) will appear in heaven, and all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming upon the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matthew 24:30).
 
Q.  Why is there a 2nd collection at Mass? –Anonymous
A.  The 1st collection is taken for the support of the main our parish 
expenses.  This includes paying for the utility bills (electricity, gas, 
heat, telephones, internet, etc.), salary/medical benefits of the staff, 
general maintenance repairs, materials used for the celebration of 
the Mass and other sacraments, religious education materials, lit-
urgy and music materials, food to keep the priests from starving to 
death, and other general office supplies and expenses.  The 2nd col-
lection is a special collection that is sometimes taken up for other 
various expenses that include supporting the poor within our parish 
and other places (sometimes overseas), relief for natural disaster 
victims, Catholic Charities, current building maintenance fund, etc.  
Sometimes the bishop will ask for a specific 2nd collection for an 
urgent need that he believes is very important.
 
Q.  How explicit should we be in confessing our sins?  Should we 
only say the commandments that we violate? –Anonymous
A.  The specific sins committed need to be identified.  It is incorrect 
to just mention the commandments.  That would be quite prob-
lematic.  For example, if you had a fight with someone, even just 
an argument, that would be a violation of the 5th commandment:  
“You shall not kill.”  If you just confessed, “Father, I violated com-
mandments #5 and #7,” the priest would have no idea whether you 
just had an argument and took the guy’s French fries without his 
knowledge or you actually killed the 7-11 attendant and emptied 
the cash register on your way out!  The priest would not be able to 
give you the proper advice and penance if he does not know specif-
ically what you are confessing.  The proper way to confess the sin 
is to identify it and, if necessary, say how often.  There’s also a big 
difference in doing something once or in a habitual way.  But there 
is no need to be super elaborate in describing the sin. For example, 
those who drank too much alcohol need not describe the brand of 
drink they had or how great the taste was before passing out!
 
Q.  Why do we call God, “Father”? –Claire
A.  It is because as Christians we are truly God’s adopted children.  
St. Paul writes, “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through which 
we cry, ‘Abba,’ ‘Father!’  The Spirit itself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him” (Romans 8:14-17).  So with 
confidence we can say the prayer that Jesus taught us by calling 
God, “Our Father who art in heaven….”



Our Military Members:  
LCpl Gary Martz, ETC(SW) Gerald H. 
Hagdorn, Lt Col Brian McHugh, Capt. Chuck 
Marshall, Capt. Michael Quin, PFC Brandon 
Badura, Spc Edward Regan Jr., Gunnery Sgt. 
Robert Warner III, PFC Sean Milam, Lcpl John 
Owen Patterson, Airman 1st Class Pete Buxton; 
FSO Chuck Marshall, PV2 Sean Zurschmeide, 
PV2 Ryan Badura
The Deceased: Mary Gillespie-Miles, Ruth 
Joyce Holland, Naomi Magliato, Josephine 
Ford, Robert Dowling, Sadie Grace Ablard, 
Francis Nelson, Richard Lynch, Father Tom 
Cassidy, David Fourney, Marilyn Dueppen, 
Marian Welsh, Irene Taylor

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with ...

February 24
Friday Nite Fish Fry’s
Are Back!
Fridays nights in Lent ~ 5:30pm-7:15pm
Available for carry-out or eat-in 

$8 /plate ~ includes Fish and Chips and coleslaw
Desserts available extra

Bring the family and enjoy parish fellowship!  

The Knights of Columbus of our parish are 
sponsoring a PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
TODAY. The cost is a freewill offerings. 
Breakfast is served after the 7am, 8:30am 
and 10:30am masses. All are invited.

Joan Lettieri - January 28, 2012
Mother of Keith Crawford

Arline Beckstead - January 30, 2012

Laurence Landry - January 23, 2012
Father of Shauna Spurlock Invitation to Become an Extraordinary Minister 

of Holy Communion
 In order to continue this wonderful opportunity here at St. Francis de Sales for all our 
Masses, more Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion (EMOCH) will be needed.  
Father Escalante invites each parishioner to consider prayerfully this ministry. 
 To say “yes” to this ministry is a sacrifice of time and love, but it also brings many 
unexpected spiritual benefits and blessings.  
 If after reading the requirements listed below, you would like to submit your name for 
consideration as an EMOCH, you are asked to write a letter to Fr. Escalante stating you 
desire to serve and why you have considered this ministry. Please include your name, ad-
dress, email address, and phone number in your letter. If you have any questions or would 
like to discuss any aspect of this ministry, please feel free to call Cathy Mitchell, our 
Director of Liturgy at 540-338-6381 from 10:30am to 3pm or by email at 
c.mitchell@saintfrancisparish.org.  
Requirements for becoming an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion: 
1. A registered parishioner
2. Must support Catholic Doctrine
3. Must be a Catholic in good standing – going to Mass and receiving the Sacrament of  
        Penance regularly
4. At least 21 years of age
5. Must be married in the Church and marriage must be recognized by the Church
6. Physically able to offer the Blessed Host at Communion
7. A willingness to serve at ANY MASS at St. Francis de Sales
8. Ability to attend one diocesan workshop and one parish workshop.
9. If involved in public service – must not support anything contrary to Catholic 
        Doctrine

Ines Carpenter - Feb. 19, 2010
James Emmet Lanaghan – Feb. 21, 2009
Jose Joaquin Vera Tudela – Feb. 13, 2009

Janet Lorraine Law – Feb. 7, 2009
Andrew Michael Wilson - Feb. 6, 2009
Anthony Peter Giuggio – Feb. 3, 2008

Carl Joseph Niederpruem – Feb. 16, 2005
William Walter Wolf – Feb. 14, 2004

Charles Edward Lloyd – Feb. 16, 2003
Jerome Joseph Butts – Feb. 21, 2003

Thomas Michael Moran – Feb. 24, 2003
Katharine Myer Tormey – Feb. 1, 1999

Mary Margaret Rust – Feb. 11, 1999
Elizabeth Ann Clapp - Feb. 17, 1998
Betty MacCampbell – Feb. 6, 1996

Hillary Anne Scannell – Feb. 10, 1994
Lucy Bartoldus – Feb. 17, 1994

Judith Ann Gunnells – Feb. 10, 1993
Vera M. Kurtenbach – Feb. 16, 1986

Ferrell Taylor Williams – Feb. 18, 1986
Elizabeth Wise S. Case – Feb. 20, 1980
Robert J. Carruthers – Feb. 13, 1978
Ruby G. Leffingwell – Feb. 1, 1970

Below are the names of people along with the 
date of death from our parish since the time 

St. Francis de Sales became a parish in 1967. 
Scripture tells us to pray for the living and the 

dead. Let us commend to the Lord’s mercy 
the following:



JaneTreado Youth Director 
540-338-6381 or  Janedhs78@aol.com

TEEN FAITH 
NEWS

Melissa Gobs, DRE 
338-4497 or m.gobs@saintfrancisparish.org 

Janice Rees, CRE
j.rees@saintfrancisparish.org

Religious Education

Religious Ed Calendar
Sun., Feb. 5 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Feb. 6 Grades 1, 2, 6 and Special Needs  -   
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue.,  Feb. 7 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Feb. 8 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

Please remember to send in your Religious 
Education Tuition this month if you have not 
yet done so. Sacrament fees are also due.

Sun., Feb. 12 Grades K-8 Session 1 - 8:45am at LVHS
  Grades K-8  Session 2 - 10:30am at LVHS
Mon., Feb. 13 Grades 1, 2, 6 and Special Needs  -   
      4:15pm - at St. Francis
Tue., Feb. 14 Grades K, 3, 7 - 4:15pm, at St. Francis
  RCIT - 7pm, Oratory Room
Wed., Feb. 15 Grades 4, 5, 8 -  4:15pm, at St. Francis

First Holy Communion
Attention parents of children making their First Holy Communion 
this spring.  We have a mandatory parent meeting on Sun-
day, February 5 and/or Wednesday, February 8.  One parent 
from each family must attend one of the following meetings:
• Sunday, February 5 from 8:45-9:45am at Woodgrove HS, 
Room # TBA
• Sunday, February 5 from 10:45-11:45am at Woodgrove HS, 
Room # TBA
• Wednesday, February 8 at 7:30pm in the Parish Hall

TEEN MASS - at 6pm every 
Sunday.  Teens are welcome to sit 
in the front left 3 rows of church. 
 
Youth Group - If a group of people show up, we will 
have a Super Bowl Party 7-9pm.   If not, we will see you 
Feb. 19th.  There is No Youth Group on the 12th due to 
Mount 2000.  
 
Mount 2000 - For all those signed up for Mount 2000, 
You can make your check out to St. Francis and send 
it in to Jane at the church and please label it Mount 
2000.  
   
One Act Play Practice - We are doing the play The In-
visible Man.  It is a One Act Play Competition with the 
Arlington Diocese.  The competition will be on March 
3rd.  Practice is held on Thursdays 7-8:30pm.
   
Workcamp Info - If you missed the meeting and 
are wanting to go to Workcamp, please contact me.  
Janedhs78@aol.com   
 
High School Ski & Snow Board Trip - To Wisp at 
Deep Creek Lake MD.  Feb. 24-26.  Call or e-mail to 
sign up.  We are renting 3 condo's.  Space limited.  
  
Help Haiti Lenten Project - Our Youth Group has a 
Lenten project that we are going to attempt.  During 
Lent, we would like you to donate money for one item a 
day to help support the 800 kids in Fr. Rick’s orphanage 
in Haiti.  In other words, if you buy yourself a cof-
fee, put the same amount of money aside for a kid in 
Haiti.  If you buy yourself fries, do the same for Haiti.  
If you buy  jeans, get a pair for a kid in Haiti (or the 
equivalent in money)
That way, with the help of our Missionary friend Amy 
Osowski, after Lent we can send money down to help 
the orphans who have so little. You can recruit your 
family as well. Bring the money in to the youth group 
after Easter.  
We will hand it over to Amy  who will deliver to  the 
orphanage in Haiti.  

Blessing Bags
Twenty five 7th and 8th graders showed up on Saturday to 
make “Blesssing Bags for the Homeless”. They filled up over 
100 gallon ziploc bags with items they collected such as granola 
bars, socks and gloves, handwarmers, chapstick, moist towel-
lettes, combs, toothbrush and toothpaste, crackers, etc., things 
to make a miserable life on the streets a little easier. Each bag 
also contains a handwritten note to the recipient offering a prayer 
and blessings.
In Purcellville, we rarely see a person standing on a street corner 
holding a sign that says ‘homeless’. The homeless are there, 
they just not as visible. 
We have already given away many of these bags after a trip into 
DC last weekend, but we have plenty more to give away. If you 
drive in an area where you see homeless people and would like 
to offer them a Blessing Bag, please contact the RE office, we’ll 
be glad to give you some to keep in your car for such an 
occasion.





2011 – An Awesome Year

Our 2011 Blood Donor Program is a wrap and six more blood drives are in the record book. Congratulations to all St. Francis 
de Sales Donors and Volunteers for another outstanding year. Our December 11 Blood Drive resulted in a draw of 61 units of 
blood from 68 registered donors. This brought our 2011 totals to 386 registered and 345 donors for 43 gallons drawn.
An interesting twist to the schedule for last year is the flexibility of our great donors. The date for the third drive met with an 
availability conflict that pointed toward cancelation. But the off again, on again scheduling issue was resolved , much to the 
relief of committed donors and volunteers. A turn-out of outstanding proportions resulted for the drive held in the IBDS Blood-
mobile. Our thanks also go to Carlyle & Anderson, Inc. and Allen Tipton who permitted the use of their parking lot to park the 
Bloodmobile and drive participants.

Also remarkable is the dedication and commitment of our donors and volunteers to this awesome act of kindness. Where 
Inova Blood Donors Services (IBDS) would like to see a repeat donor rate of 2, they are generally nearer to 1.7. Our 136 
Awesome donors demonstrated a 2.83 rate.

Mark your calendars with the February 19 drive in the Parish hall which kicks off the 2012 schedule, posted below.  With any 
luck at all, we should log our 4,800th donor, which equates to 600 gallons of blood. This milestone follows on our 500 gallon 
highlight which was achieved during our December 13, 2009 drive. The scheduled dates for 2012 are February 19, April 15, 
June 24, August 19, October 14, and December 9.

New Appointment Profile to Facilitate Increased Production We are introducing several new initiatives for 2012. With an 
increase in performance for the new year in mind, we have worked with IBDS to better utilize our appointments in response 
to the needs of our donors. Extending our drive termination to 12:30pm permits our 10:30 Mass attendees more time after 
Mass to make an appointment. As well, we hope to accommodate our 12:30pm Mass attendees with a full hour block of 
IBDS time available to complete their donation immediately before Mass. IBDS has also rescheduled their lunch breaks to 
better accommodate our early morning donors. We plan to meet a goal of 380 units for 2012, a 10 percent increase, and we 
know that we can achieve it.
Percentage Of Minimum Need  The Inova supply of safe, blood products is critically low and the reliance on our drive is 
real. At this time the supply of 7 of the 8 types of blood in in the red or not responsive to the need. The value of your Gift of 
Life is priceless. 
St. Francis de Sales Blood Donor Program Group Code 3026  Be sure to give our Group Number, 3026, when you regis-
ter to donate blood at any Inova Blood Donor Services Donor Center. Your donation will then be automatically included in the 
St. Francis de Sales Blood Donor Program Totals.

Our thanks and the appreciation of St. Francis Council go out to all who participate in this program, support the effort, and 
include us in your prayers.

St. Francis de Sales
    Blood Donor Program

                   Sponsored by
St. Francis Council 11136        



Marriage Help – Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples at all 
stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. This program can help you too. 
For confidential information about or to register for the program beginning the week-
end of February 17-19th call 703 351 7211 or www.HelpOurMarriage.com

Volunteers Needed at Catholic Charities Leesburg 
Office Catholic Charities Western Regional Office in Leesburg has several 
volunteer opportunities available for those looking to help us extend love, friendship, 
solidarity and service to members of our community. Volunteers are needed Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday between 9am and 3pm to help with administrative tasks such as 
data entry and filing. Also needed is a volunteer to help pack lunches for the homeless. 
Contact Sherri Longhill at 703-841-3834 or email at slonghill@ccda.net.

Teams of 
Our Lady 
is seeking 
couples…

… To form a new “Team(s)” at Saint Francis

Teams of Our Lady is an International Movement 
of Conjugal Spirituality. A team is a group of five to 
seven couples that have decided to join together to 
find support in their efforts to lead Gospel lives.  The 
team meets once a month, in each other’s homes, for 
a simple meal and in a spirit of friendship share their 
experiences of the previous month.  After dinner, the 
mood becomes spiritual as the team reflects on scrip-
ture and prays.  Finally, they discuss study material 
on married life and faith. The team meeting is truly a 
unique gathering – lively and enjoyable, yet structured 
and meaningful.  Please contact Liz/Tom Carroll at 
(703) 728-4153, etwcarroll@aol.com or Andrea/Mark 
Donofrio at (540) 338-8133, sixdonofrios@comcast.
net.  For more information, visit www.teamsofour-
lady.org

SOULSTITCH
February meeting dates are the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month from 9:30-11:30 am:
Next Meeting: February 15.
Special Olympic scarves are due by February 15.  We are making hats, mittens & scarves 
for Mobile Hope which is providing all kinds of things to homeless children in the com-
munity who are 18 years old and younger.  Also prayer shawls may be made for Work-
camp this summer.

2012 BISHOP’S LENTEN APPEAL BEGINS
In mid-January, many of us will receive a mailing from Bishop Loverde regarding 
the 2012 Bishop’s Lenten Appeal (BLA).  The theme for the 2012 BLA is Love One 
Another with the Heart of Christ!  After reflecting upon the importance of the vital 
initiatives funded by the BLA, please prayerfully consider Bishop Loverde’s request for 
support and give generously to assist the many programs and ministries that serve the 
people in need in our diocese.  

Parish Family in Need of Meals  A young mom from our parish 
has become severely ill and is in need of meals and prayers. If you are able to provide 
a meal or meals, please call the office to speak with our parish secretary at 338-6381 or 
Sharon Liddicoatt at 338-1795 who is helping to coordinate the needs of the six family 
members. Meals are needed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. If you are not able to provide 
a meal, your prayers will be greatly appreciated.

The Preferential Option for the 
Poor Fund (POP) 
POP Committee is now accepting nominations for 
Lenten gifts.  Parishioners may nominate local, na-
tional, or international groups as well as religious or-
ders for POP Fund grants, provided a primary mission 
of the group is lessening the hardships of the poor. 
Written nominations may be submitted to the church 
office and should include the following: a description 
of the organization and a brochure or web site address; 
a suggested donation amount; an explanation of the 
parishioner’s connection to the activity; and a descrip-
tion of how the donation will be used to contribute 
to the group’s activities. Individual mission projects 
cannot be supported.
Materials should be submitted to the church office by 
Sunday, March 4.

The Year Round Giving Tree Continues! 
Please take a tag from the Year Round Giving Tree and return the item to the narthex 
or place the gift card in the container marked gift cards. Donations will be given to 
Birthright, Catholic Charities, the Loudoun Abused Women's Shelter, the Leesburg 
Homeless Shelter, local nursing homes and needy families within our parish and com-
munity, as well at the Veteran's Hospital in Martinsburg. Thanks so much to all of you 
for your generous donations during the Christmas season to our neighbors in need and 
the organizations that serve them!! 
 The Giving Tree is sponsored by the Giving Tree Social Justice Committee.  For more 
information, please contact Erin Bucci at 540-338-5402/  buccierin@comcast.net or 
Marilyn Gugliotta at 540-338-2712/ 6gugs@comcast.net . 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me”  Matthew 25:40  



2012 Catholic Charities Ball 
will be held Friday, February 10 at The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Tysons Cor-
ner, Virginia.  All parishioners are cordially invited to attend this special 
evening celebrating 30 years of service to those in need in the Diocese 
of Arlington.  For more information, please go to www.ccda.net, contact 
Barbara Caudle at ccball2012@gmail.com or call 703-937-3988. 

Start Out 2012 with an Awesome Act of Kind-
ness on February 19. Your Gift of Life makes 
an outstanding contribution for family, friends, 
and neighbors in need.  
The Sign-up Sheet, with an increased timeline 
to better facilitate 10:30am and 12:30pm Mass 
attendees, is posted in the narthex. You may 
sign up there, contact the Inova Blood Donor 

Services eDonor website at www.inovabloodsaves.org, contact 
me, or call Rachel Brill at 540 338-6313. We are energized by 
the strong response of our A Team. Your donation is a priceless 
response to a severe shortage of blood products in the local area.
 

SCOUT SUNDAY
Attention all Boy, Cub, Daisy, Girl & Venture Scouts and Lead-
ers. Scout Sunday is February 26. All scouts/leaders are invited 
to wear your uniform and attend the 12:30pm Mass on February 
26.  If you have earned a Catholic Scouting medal and would like 
it presented at the mass and/or would like to help with this event 
please contact Marilyn 
Gugliotta 6gugs@comcast.
net or 540-338-2712.  If 
you able bring your unit's 
flag to post in the narthex.

Free Help for the Unemployed 
Christians are Networking (“CAN”) is a Catholic Charities min-
istry that assists people who are unemployed or under-employed. 
CAN provides free resume reviews, practice job interviews and 
networking opportunities. Join us every Thursday evening, from 
7-9 p.m. at the St. Martin De Porres Senior Center, 4650 Taney 
Avenue in Alexandria. Upcoming speakers:
February 16: Rebecca Ribbing on "Success Strategies: Who 
Wins and Why."
March 8: Ferris Kaplan, marketing executive and instructor at 
George Mason University, on "Tips for Successful Resumes."
No advanced registration is required. For more details, contact 
Elizabeth Lucas at elizabeth22305@verizon.net.

Bishop Loverde of Northern Virginia: 
Obama Administration Contraceptive 
Mandate “Does Intolerable Violence to Our 
First Amendment Rights”

ARLINGTON, VA (January 24, 2012) – The Most Reverend Paul 
S. Loverde, Bishop of Arlington and spiritual leader of Northern 
Virginia’s nearly half million Catholics, today commented on the 
decision by the Obama Administration to mandate sterilization and 
contraceptive coverage, including abortifacients, in health insur-
ance plans offered by religious institutions, such as colleges and 
hospitals. He released the following statement:

“The decision by the Department of Health and Human Services is a 
direct attack against religious liberty. This ill-considered policy com-
prises a truly radical break with the liberties that have underpinned 
our nation since its founding. I have just returned from Rome, where 
I and my brother U.S. bishops discussed with Pope Benedict XVI 
and other Vatican officials the vital importance of religious liberty to 
human freedom and the proper functioning of a just society. While 
there, I was deeply troubled to learn of this terrible lapse in judgment 
by our civil leadership here at home.
“I am absolutely convinced that an unprecedented and very danger-
ous line has been crossed that goes to the heart of the freedom of 
religion, and that this action does intolerable violence to our First 
Amendment rights. Catholic hospitals, charitable organizations, 
colleges and other Church-affiliated entities, as well as individual 
Catholic employers who seek to follow their consciences in the 
provision of healthcare to their employees, will be required to cover 
sterilizations and artificial contraception, including abortifacients, 
in insurance plans, violating the clear teachings of the Church. The 
meager religious exemption grudgingly allowed by the Obama 
Administration is structured so narrowly that any Church institution 
that serves a considerable number of non-Catholics would not be 
protected, directly harming our various ministries throughout the 
community.
“I will speak out consistently in the weeks and months ahead on 
this gravely important struggle for the freedom to practice our faith 
as full citizens of this great nation. I urge the faithful of Northern 
Virginia and all citizens of good will to understand what is at stake 
in this unavoidable confrontation, which has been thrust upon us, 
and to be prepared to engage in a strong defense in the civil arena 
of the basic human right of religious liberty. I have been gratified 
to see the strong reaction so far against this outrageous decision in 
newspapers and among Americans of all faiths. For now, we should 
all be united in prayer that President Obama and Secretary Sebelius 
will reconsider the action they have taken.”

Looking for the Perfect Weekend?
World Wide Marriage Encounter (www.wwme-nova.org) is 
holding a couples weekend retreat in Herndon on Feb 17 starting 
7pm thru Feb18 ending with Mass at 4:30 pm. Registration can 
be done online by entering your zip code for the nearest location. 
A $50 registration fee covers all meals and housing for the week-
end. Details will be sent via email after registration, call Cathy 
and Mark Stangler 703-378-4150 for more info. This is a perfect 
gift for your spouse for Valentine’s Day, a great opportunity to 
deepen communication, strengthen you relationship, rekindle 
your romance and renew your sacrament of marriage!


